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O F T HE 

EDITOR'S. 

THE gentleman who wrote ihcfe 
letters^ is at this time abroad^ 
and it is without his defign that they are 
publifhed. He had acquired fuch a love^ 
for the curiofities of other countries, that 
he made but a very ffiort ftay in his 
own : and during that time, thcfe letters 
were not, that we know of, mentioned 
to him. 

They were written to a pcrfon of fomc 
judgment, who efteemed them very va- 
luable i and on their being lately fliewn, 
on a particular occafion, to one of the 
grcateft maftera of the fiibjefts they treat 
upon, it was his opinion, that they were 
worthy of the regard of the publick^ 
He fays they are full of remarks and ob- 
lervations. Many qf them entirely new, 
A z and 
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and all proper. More it becomes not 
one to my» who^ is fo much concerned 
in the credit they may do their writer. 

It was on this advice that they were 
publilhed* We have taken out ail that 
was particulafj fo that the whole cannot 
be underftood as a compleat correipon- 
dence : but we have endeavoured, as £ir 
as might be^ to make up the connec*- 
tions and prevent any abrupt or incohe- 
rent pafla^es« 
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LETTERS. 

L E T T E R I. 

IPromifed to write to you, ri^y dear * * * *, 
from every Place wbere I liiadc a fl-ay, if 
it were but a Ihort one. An accident 
not worth troubling you about has de- 
tained me fome hours at Calais, You would 
have frowned, perhaps, if this bad not been 
the cafe, had no letter given you notice of my 
arrival on the Continent, I am nQt the.firft 
cOFTefpondent who hath lat down to write when 
he had nothing to fay^but this is fo much 
the cafe at prelent, that if places, the names 
of which we are fo well acquainted with, af- 
ford no more matter of worthy curiofity than 
I find here, the neceffity of forfeiting my 
word with you will not be the only occafion I 
fhall haye of repenting my expedition. 

The (hape of a town, and the number of 
its -entrenchments, its diftance from the next, 
or its accommodations for the bufy fpirits who 
Ihare with me this itch of wandering, may 
be the fources of other's obfervations. I tra- 
vel, you well know, with a different intent. 
Countries the mbft. fertile in thefe, for the ge- 
neral vifitant, m^y be to me barren i but I 
Vol. I. B am 
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^mi not ivichout hopes of finding my return; 
in .the meeting a thoufind fubjedl^s for my at« 
tcntion, in places where tfaofe who have pith 
fefledly ftudied i^hatto mlk about, have be^ 
HIcRt. Jt£l ciefpiie (he accomplil|rments df 
the modem-travelled gentlemen, I am not 
without thatipirit which gives a due reverence 
for the fubjeds they afFedt to purfue. Though 
I hold in great contempt the things they 
know, .there arc, among thoft of which they 
afFcft tp ^Ipeak, many that have* charms for 
me, more than i3ieir very im^inations can 
pretend they have for them,: die Firiu (ab- 
joS as the ideas annexed :to>it in the minds of 
fhofe whohave it moftfrcquentih their mouths, 
have rendered the word) is the name, liichas 
it is, of a ftudy worthy the warmeft afliduity, 
and it wijl hare mine. Deipife me, if I pafs* 
jovcr a ft^e, a pidlure, a building, or but a 
coin that deferves attention ; and that has not 
jfllready been hackneyed through the hands of 
every writer on the fubjeft ; without giving 
you, if not fuch an account of its proportion, 
Colouring, orders and antiquity, as Ae mere 
fculptor, the mere painter, the mere archi* 
teft, or the mere medallift would ; yet fuch 
a one at leaft as conveys to you all the plca- 
fure which the objeft gave me. A mere any- 
thing, it has been faid with reafon, is a mere 
afs. The beauties which it requires the know- 
ledge of a fdettce to difcover, do no great 
honour to the author of them. You knovr 
t|ic time I have .devoted to the polite arts 5 

you 
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you know the atcention with Which I have 
ftudied them ; you know (none knows fa 
well as you) the advantages I have made of 
that application. I do not rank my progrefi 
in the place in which your partiality has been 
pleafed CO fet it. You will beft fee from the 
light in which things llrike me, what it is$ 
and you are to remember, that it was always., 
and it always (hall continue fo» my turn rather 
to wi(h myfelf in ibme degree inflrudbed in 
iJiflFerent things, than a mere nufter of any i 
^ if you allow me fome merit in the feve- 
ral fcimces^ the improvement in which is the 
true end of travelling, I Ihall be more fadsfied 
with the acknowledgment, than with the 
moft exalted praife for excellence in any one. 
People in general, who. make the tour, put 
me in mind of boys who have been told diat 
they fhould catch larks if the fky fell, and 
ipend the time that would have ftretch^ the 
nets, or limed the twig$, in waiting for the 
event : they ex^£b not to improve, but to 
find knowledge in their way ; they expeft to 
hear ftatues fpeak^ and to be informed, not 
by the colouring or the deOgn ; not by the 
fbu&ure or the harmony of the piece -, but 
from Ibme imoiediate articulation from the 
cmvae, who wa3 the inafter, and in what his 
excellence;. The one as well as die other will 
fucceed when the events happen : in the mean 
time^ 1 am afraid the mind of the traveller 
will be as emp^ as the Aotasdi of ^the bird* 
B 2 catcher. 
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4tatctiir, *if ;thefc be no feodibafaMSiat is' to be 
lObtaitttAby mirade. 

To the rudiinectt&*of tile fciences, the ex- 
Mmples gifve at raicc fence and ^ucidation^ 
ithey at onoe confirm and eiq>km wltat has be- 
fore been im^fled : hut I know not how he 
flioiidd enter into the fpfait of a writer^ who 
JtM no means of commwucation with him 
but his eyes^ and who attempt^ the acquaint 
Canoe before he knows theform of the Icttcn. 
I lookaponthe fefhires I haye recdredfrom 
you^ and the kjQbns I have had from the 
IttithorR yoti have recommended to me, as 
jB foimdadon on which I fhall.be able to buiid 
jifuperftru&ure that will do megneatpleafiire. 

I flatter my mind with the expe&ation of 
incampks to all the roles I have imbibed in 
die works of antiquity, and the more emi- 
nent of httt date ; from which both you and 
your favourite authors have enforced their 
J)r€ccpts. Shall ' I be difappointed ? Tbefe 
will be die cAjjeds of my fearch and of my. 
examination : and not only diefe ; whatever 
I Iball find commanding my attention, I 
fliall fuppofc not unworthy yours ; and when 
i err in this, you will continue your good 
i>ffk:esin telKng me that I do fb. 

Well ! how eafy is^ it for a nun to cover 
his paper, who haa nothing to fay upon if! 
That was, I think, the confcffion with which 
I fet out in this lengthened epiftle. Let me 
review it. If it is not a letter, you muft al- 
low it a preface to a letter 5 if it cannot have 

the 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



isJ 

fte name of one of the promifed.lericr, yon 
muft give it that of a prenaonitory advertife- 
meni If it is ROt a part of the en<ertaitt- 
ment, it is your bill of fare^and niay (haipeii 
your appetite to what it promiib) if ^p diflics- 
are to your palate*^ 

Though I thought I had done^ I fhall on-i 

fy conclude with my paper, M s i& M 

my elbow, and he famcies hknfelf of im-*-. 
portance enough to defervc a place in the 
preliminary. I am his pupil, you know^ ia 
l^is favourite ftudy, as 1 have been yours in 
the beaux arts v and though the fcienoe ap* 
l^ed dry at firft, I begin to look infio it nom 
with as much pleafiire as attention. M«*-»-"«4 
declares, in his province, as warmly as I in 
mine, againft the hackneyed and trite themes 
of obfervation ; but nature is full of wonders, 
and we own the barrennefs of art. There is 
nothing but may afford matter of inifaiiilive 
Ipeculation: he promifcs me^ in the. abun^ 
dance of thefe, an^cndicfe theme for my at- 
tention ^ and commands me to add, that he 
will be fo fure a refource at a dead lift, that 
if ever I mils my opportunity of writing, you 
may be aflured it is not from barrennefs of 
matter, but abfolute idlencfs. But the chaifc 
is in Older. Whence you will next heat 
from me, you are much better able ta gucft 
than 
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L E T T E R II. 

I Write to you from Gcforiacum. Whcrey 
in the name of wonder, methinks I hear 
you lay, is that unheard-of city. Boulogne,- 
my dear ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦^ Frenchmen call it, but 
this ^as palpably its name among the deified 
of antiquity : it may not be fo well to con- 
tinue the name which the Roman Alexander 
gave it. They make it the Iccius Portus of 
this errant heroe ; but the fea is running apace 
away from it; and, inftead of the fifty-oar*d 
galiiesthat once intimidated the fimple inha-r 
bitants of thofe buildings that ftretched along 
the banks, where now the merchants of ma* 
ny nations live in fecurity ; probably in anor 
ther age a Gravefend boat will be ftranded at 
the mole. 

It is a fight that never fails to afFeA mein^* 
the ftrongeft manner, when I review theme-* 
numents of different nations on the lame fpot ; ^ 
when I trace on* the lame dirt the footftcps of • 
the barbarous, and the more civilized con- * 
querors, and recollcft, amidft the prefent* 
tranquillity,' the bloqd of diftant countries* 
that has been fpilt where it is not remembered, » 

That angular tower, chaunts forth my 
guide, in the univerfal recitative of thofe * 
who Ihew cutiofities, from the demonftrator ' 
at the Vatican, to the humble verger at the * 
abbey ; that tower was ercfted by the famous 
Julius Cselar 5 ihofe walk, and that decaying 
rampart, .were the worfo of Britifti hands, 
"^ when 
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wfietttfaofe iflanden invaded die GonHnentf 
Whether that Julius Cadar was not alfo an 
Ejiigliihman, wasaoueftion too abftrufefor 
mf attendant. I dirniiiScd him ; and whild 
my eye was dmwn alternately to the remains 
ef ancient Romifli, and leis ancient BritiOi 
vi^pries, could not but brand with infamf •' 
in my ownvmind, the pompous^ names of 
ccHiqueft and enlarged dominion* That he, 
who^might at his own doorcultirafie the little 
%kl his &cher*s induftry procured him ; that 
^e/ who might fupply his own neceflitics by 
i^)(>ing the deficiencies and wants of others i 
fbssit he, who, in a country blefled with warmi 
jbff^, and gentle ihowers, iaoid with a greater 
'K^, with liberty, might eat the bread of 
}piiuxj and fee his rifing offspring play about 
liie door which they once fljould inherits 
iiibuld leave the fond wife, and the prattling 
in&nt, the eafe and innocence of iucn a fitua^ 
iiQn, to murder thofe whahad not- oflfended 
1^1^ or his ; to cut the throats of men who' 
poiQ^iSed that which be eOuId not want, merely 
kcaufe they poifeiTed it. IDiftrafiied and un- 
liatural ! But that at one man's beck ten thou^ 
iand creatures, equal to himfelf in form and 
Oiind; equals perhaps fuperior, in virtue and 
io underllandingi ihould be fent forth on fuch 
an ermnd, not prompted* even by the pro- 
niiied pofleffion of the unworthy fpot; that 
widows and that orphans fhould lament the ' 
blood fpilt on the earth, not worth the accept- 
ing ^ and this becaufe one whom themfelves 
B4 had 
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lead taifefco guaid radtodefend* theni^ chofe 
n ihould be ib : moft: mooftmusl 

It is thus my fice thoughty have always 
looked on kings, the brambles mkdtQtjfni^ 
tience, to cear and bum the foreft. ;f^^^s^b^ 
i>cher light are we to fee that mi^rc!«c^6^iEJ^^ 
£(h authoiiq^, our eighth Harry, p#c^s^g 
this aoquiOtioQ at the expence of m^^j^f 
fix fhouiand lires, and felling ^^d^P^ 
when he was tired of playing v^itli i#^Js^^ 
fum for which a modern merchant woii]^^^r|^ 
think it worth while to give up thci^to"" ' 
ofbufmcls? ^ ^"^ 

L E T T E R ril. 

I Am 6\it of hnmour with my ^^i 
Be candid, tell me will the cntereiiii, ^ 
but that is litde, willthc inftrudion be, ^pcH^*^ 
as I proceed. Indeed, what I hay^*'^^ 
with by no means anfwers the flor' 
have been told, the pompoiis thin^s^^ 
read, where. France was made an cai^*^'' 
radife. 1 am at Amiens. I have pifi 
fert, not a fruitful country. The ] 
Mte French in all things. The fsLtJ^i/^^l 
which leads the beau to cover a t^gg^fhir^l 
with a laced coat, and equips the coaHej^^Cdri^" 
tinel with paper ruffles, plants, enclo^^fB^U^; 
I fay rakivates ? no, it will ip\ply t6op^ 
thcrfe fpots of ground that tte al)6nrtfeeir 
road : but when the eye is carried hrtK^t^^hen;. 
it takes in more than every eye muft that pairs' 
but in the galloping poft-chaifc, what doei it 
- .. . meet? 
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tecct ? a dcfeft ; the fends of aaother Afrie. 
I have pafied through Montrueil, Abheyilk; 
Pecquigny, names that hare founded in mj 
ears*; but, believe nie, Englifli towns^f Je6 
Doifyeh^aAer afford more matter of ob&rva- 
cion. 

• My eye is tired with the yellow country. I 
long for the green carpet of an Englifli mca» 
dow ; the gay enamel of fbme rifing hill ; the 
hanging verdure of fome fidelong foreft. Tht 
fortifications of the firil of theie towns ftrikcB 
me with hate and terror : happy, happy Bri- 
tain, that needs no waUs, no ramparts ! I xor 
ver fee them without the ideas of war and 
flavery, of butchery and meannefe. The fe- 
cond has its caftle too. Horn the indigent 
and proud inhabitants boaft of amanufafture 
for cloth : it is not fo confider^d^k as that in 
many a Yorkfhire village. Pecquigny vaunts^ 
in its beft neighbourhood, what we lament in 
the worft of ours ; the turf of Cmwknd only 
choaks thofe who can 'have no better firing; 
that of Pecpuigny poifons. 

Butlam atAmiens, the capital of aprovence, 
•and one of the richeft aid moft confiderabie 
cities of this part of the kingdom. You 
wouW laugh to fee the -inhabitants of this 
piacc valuing themfelves above the clafs who 
live in leffer towns. I was convinced by ma- 
ny of the middling fort, that, oficepting Pa-' 
ris, there could not be a greater place than this. 
Heaven and earth I .what muft a Frenchman 
fay, who fliould fee our Briftol, Of our Buy 
B 5 mingham. 
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nungfaam, our' Norwich,' or out LiverpocI ? 
Don't call me Englifliman with a laugh, on 
the partiality to my country ; thcfc French- ' 
men make all pride of that ibrtmodefty. 

But who has been at Amiens, and has not 
fcen the head of St John Baptift ? Everyman ' 
who has been at Amiens has feen it. The fa- 
cred reliquc is preibved with a ftrange fblem- 
nity and religious reverence in the cathedral. 
Here the immortaltfed de Sarton brought it 
five hundred years fince from Conftantinople. 
But what fay the Turks ? Cbriftiansbdvefmtb 
gndfnofuy. I muft not emit to own the church 
a fine one. There are fome fculptures in ho- 
nour of the Virgin Mary, to whom theedifke 
is dedicated, that do honour to the hand that 
finifhcd them. They aiFeft to call thepaint* 
ing$ fine ones too : they are pompous, and 
there are among them fome ; or fliall I give 
you my free fenfe of the matter ? I always will ; 
there are parts of fome which I think do de* 
ferve that charafter : but much of the reft, as 
well as of the fculpture, looks very infigni- 
ficant to me, who .have been made to expcift 
much greater things ; who did not come pre- 
pared to ftare at every thing, becaufe every 
thing muft be new : to me who had piepared 
for a rational admiration of the paintings of 
this happier part of the world, in that re- 
fpeft, by feeing Wilton, and by ftudying 
Houghton. It muft be more than I yet fee 
that gratifies my curiofity, oranfwers iaany 
degree my expeAation« 

Though 
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Though I hold the ornaments of the cathe- 
dral of Amiens, however, in lefs eftitnation 
than many of the travellers, who think their 
time is not, or, which is the iame thing to 
them, will not appear mifipent, if they can 
give accounts that ihall aftonifli others, of 
things which did not aftonifh themfelves i I 
am to confeis to you, that I think greatly df 
the ftrudure. Perhaps I compenlate, indeed, 
by the more eminent r^ard I pay to the build- 
ing, for the want of refpeft to what it con- 
tains ; you will fay aUb that I am not a pre- 
judiced Engliihman, when you fee me dif- 
countenancing the fabks which give a Britifh 
architeft the honour of having raifed it. I 
think it by much the fined Gothic pile I have 
feen« A Frenchman, Ijuzarche, indiijputably 
began, and two Frenchmen, brothers, the 
Cormauts, finilhed it. 

It is not difficult to iee how the opinion of 
our countrymen's having raifedHlt, was fct on 
foot, or how it has been continued. The 
ba&-reliefs over the ponal, indiiputably have 
for their fubjed ftories in the life of our fed- 
ward the ConfeiTor. A modern traveller is 
not CO be expeded to look farther, and the 
concluiion is eafy. But he who will look fur* 
ther, will fee that thefe bas-rcliefe are not of 
the lame date with the building : they are evi- 
dently of much later origin ; and, to confeis 
the truth, though they have been the work 
undoubtedly of Englilh hands, and though 

they 
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they do not want their fhare of merit, they 
arc not equal to the reft. 

Out countrymen, you know, were long ma- 
ftcrt-of this part of the French dominions, ft 
was in this very church that our third Edward 

?*rformed the ceremony of public honiagcto 
hilip of Calais for his hereditary dominions 
in France ; an zA not voluntary, but produc- 
tive of the moft fatal confequenccs. It is not 
only this? bas-relief that the Britifh workmen 
have added to the building, the reft may be 
dilccrvered by a judicious eye ; and though qc- 
ecuted *wtth an tinweaxicd accuracy, they are 
not the things tliat moft ftrike the admiring 
wavelfcr. 

The candour of my dccifions on this head 
fo greatly pleafcd feme Frenchmen, who did 
me the honouf of their company, that they 
were at fome pains to fet me right ; fo I firmly 
believe they cfteemed it, in regard to the pre- 
cious relique, which I had flighted •, but which 
thefe bigots prefer to the whole ftrufture, and 
all its real ornaments. They talked much of 
the cifefts that had been wrought by it -, they 
fpokfewith an holy vehemence againft the af- 
fettions of the nuns of St. Clair, at Rome, ancJ 
they referred me to the pious and learned Di 
• Cange, who has written a treatife to prove 
that this is the true and real head of the mar 
tyr, againft their- pretended atteftariQns. 
have obeyed their felicitations : I have looke 
into both tlie arguments. It-were too muc 
to fay I have read them, but I have fee 
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enough- We have acoarie pKrafe IhateJP- 
prcffcs eertain difputes, by means d which, 
people who could not have obtained them any 
wayelfe, often get their goods again, it 
was thus with me in this religicxis conteft : the 
argiimSrit between the angry parties i$, whe- 
ther the head at Amiens, or that at Rome be 
the true head of John the Baptift ; fince, as 
no hiftory mentions that martyr having two, 
one mirfl be falfe. The purpofc whieh is an- 
fwercd to the impartial reader is, to know both 
are fpurious. A great writer of our nation 
banters the Muflulman who fpends his life in 
•examining the difputes that have • arifen be- 
•twecn the followers of Omar and. of Ali, 
while Tie obfcrvcs, that without all that learn- 
ing and application, he might have difcovered 
^^ that Mahomet was an impoftor, and the ko- 
ran a heap of rubbifh. I wiflh the farcafm 
would be confined where that inftance reftsit. 
Our religion, or take the matter in a larger 
view, Chriftiahity is built on too firm, too 
good a foundation to be afFefted by it ; but 
affuredly all the difputes about the bufliels of 
this faint's teeth, and the chips of that mar- 
tyr's coffin, might have been obviated on tHe 
lame plan, as eafily asthat of the John Bap- 
tift's head at Amiens. 

There is another fcore on wliich I reverence 
Amie<is, though I hold it very cheap on ac- 
count of thofe for which it has been honoured ; 
its antiquity. Where Amiens now Hands, 
' exaiflly ftood the capital of the Ambiani of 
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Ac Roman kjfiorians. Gsfar and Pcoloiny 
cqncur in placbg the Amiens of their time in 
theBel^c Gaul^ and here was one of the 
great manufeftures of thofe arms which con- 
quered the world. Now what are the remains ! 
Tp me it is a pleaiure to traverfe the fields, 
wjtiere I can be afliired the long-fince mou^ 
dered foot of Caefar damped ; but I am al- 
iDxA fmgle in my aflfeAion for thefe remem* 
biances. I have tired myfelf : when I think 
on whtt I have written, I wiih I have not tired 
you to. Blame me not if my letter be a far- 
rago : Amiens is £>. If I had thought it 
would hav^ been fo long, I would, as a great 
author (ays, have taken time to have made it 
Ihorter^ * * * 

LETT E R IV. 

DIoNYsius the Areopagite, the apoftle off 
the Gauls, fo he is called, though you^ 
and I perhaps think we fee proof that he never 
could have fet his foot in the kingdom, has 
given name to a little town where I am obliged 
to ftop ; and whence to write to you any thing 
worthy your regard, I had defpaired as I ap* 
proached it AAte are not al^^ays to be deter- 
mined by appearances. I have found fo much 
matter of admiration, that I begin to have a 
better opinion of my expedition. Toconfefs 
a tmth to you, I have Been hitherto much in- 
clined to imagine myielf a kind of Quixote, 
fet out in purfuit of adventures, and treading 
in the fteps of thofe, who not having found 
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gnmts In their way, were reduced to copy 
that good knight's manner, and coavert wind* 
mills into them. But I think better of iu . 
I fee a vaft deal here, and when one is in a ' 
good humour, things put on a face of beauty^ * 
which we paflfed before as not worth regard. 
I can now recolledt, that inpaflii^Chantillyt 
I faw a lioble palace, or fhall I rather call it a 
caftle, the feat of the Conde &mily. The 
gardens are large and elegant, the waicr** 
works magnificent; There is in the great 
terrace an equeftrian fiatue of the conftable 
Annede Montmorenci ; but it is not afinifh- 
td one. I can recoUeft, that the general de- 
cay of a caftle at Ecoven, the work of Imnds 
perifhed twenty ages fince, affeded me with 
awe as I went by them. I do not know ^hat I 
Ihould have recoUcfted thefe, if greater ob- 
je£b had not given me opportunity of writing 
what I know muft pl^e, muft more than 
entertain you ; it has inftru<fled me. 

I fpoke with Ibme degpree of rapture of the 
cathedral at Amiens. I am to tell you it is 
not the only Gothic edifice which this part of 
France has to boaft. The abbey church at 
St. Dennis is at once a noble and a pleding 
fpe^acle, an honour to that rude tafte. 'Tis 
large and highly finished. 'Tis at once ftrong 
and light. There may be more of labour in 
fome of the others, but I do not expeft to 
meet in any with Co much delicacy. The fixty 
pillars which fopport it, command great ap- 
probation. The gate% the columns of tne 
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Ip^at akar, anii fome other of die ornaments 
are coppot ; the work laboured and executed 
vfclU ^cording to the tafte. The treaiiires 
within are immenie/aad the curiofities, to a 
itoan of my turn, worthy ftill more regard. 
Over the door of the choir is placed a crois, a 
large one, of maflfy gold, enriched with dia* 
fnonds and other gemM : there are Ibme ba^ 
ireliefs of gold upon the great alcar, and dta^- 
monds detorate this as well as another crofi 
of fix foot in height, placed over the table. 
Should you be charmed with this ? There are 
many who are Q> *, but it was not the csSe with . 
me : things may be rich without being cle* 
gant. If intriniic value might pals indeed for 
elegance, or for matter of curiofity, St Denr 
nis would have a claim to both, which no 
place I have yet feen could difpute with it. 
'Vfhzt I have named is nothing : there are fix 
cabinets crowded with the treafures of the 
place : the regalia of France are of the num- 
fcr. The crown of Charlemain, gold and 
enriched with diamonds, is there. The French 
kings wear this on the day of their coronation. 
'His fceptre, his fword, and his fpurs are en- 
riched in the fame manner, and a volume kept • 
here, containing the epiftles and gofpels, is 
Joaded alio rather than decorated on the co- 
vers with gems. 

* You win laugh to hear me name among the 
•reft of thefc invaluabJes treafures, relics of 
*iaints; king Charlemain's ivory chefmen; 
Rowland his nephew's hunting horn, and ti^ 
- : fword 
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fword of Joan of Arc : I wq)t to read opoa 
the blade of another weapon of deftru&iont 
preferred there, the name of Talbot. It wai 
found nearCaftillon, on the vcrf fpot where 
that illuihious Briton is laid to have fallen. 

Btit the treafures are not confined to thefe« 
I faw among the medals fome that are wanted 
in the firft cabinets of England and of Italy. 
I had imiled at the gilt copper chair, prcierved 
on the top of one of the cabinets, and pointed 
to as the throne of the great Dagobert ; but 
. had you been with me, there would hare been 
other paffions rjufed on the fight of the Gany- 
mede in the clawsrof the eagle, which deco^ 
rates the top of bis fiaff. The work is excel- 
knt; theattitudes of both furprifingly juft and 
cxpre(r»re, A bachanal in oas-relief, gives 
tenfold value to a cup, a fine one too, of fo^ 
lid agate *, and about the neck oi their St. 
Bentdift hangs a cameo with the head of 
Proteus. You wotdd admire, you would be 
nmflied at thefe ; but tfaefe are baubles to one 
jiewd more ; moft things that I have feen, are 
oipdeed baubles to it : 'tis an intaglia. Hear 
ven ! how is it poffiWe theantients could have 
arrived at inch an exquifite perfedion. Had 
they inflmments unknown to us fo9 the cutting 
them ? Perhaps they might ; hut who gave 
them hands and eyes to eiccutewhacwe have 
hardly organs to admire ? We are tpld the 
invention of glaffes for magnifying objedls is 
of late date. How is it ? by what inexpli- 
cable magic have they .been able without 
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gliiibs to work what we cannot fee wfthoQr 
the afiiftance of thofe enlarging inftrumenlBS' 
But I run from my fubjeft. The figure is 9 
Julia^ the dau^ter of Ticus, the miftrefi of' 
Domitian ; the ftone is a' beryl) a fine one $ it 
is an oval, an mch and arhalf long, and with^ 
^it a flaw : is is fet tranfparent^and even with-^ 
out the engmving would be no comnaon cu« 
fiofity. The head drefi has ibmethin^ftrange^ 
ly romantic, and to a merely modern eye 
ridiculous in ic Itrifes toaftntngeheightlxs* 
fore in little buckles. This is the Corymbium 
of PetPonius^ and diftances all the tetc-de*r 
muttons oi modem origin by many Asag^Si 
'pTis fingular in this gem, that the jiame o£ 
^ man who cur it is pfcferved ; and though 
evidently one of the firft and greateft of thofo 
incomparable artifts we meet with^^^is no. where 
effk. The name is Euhadus : wcknowitnot 
otheiwiie thaa on this gem,, and on a monu^ 
mentpieierved in the Franciican gardens, or. 
that the perlbn isrdeclared to have been Liber- 
ti» Augufti.. The fighr of it on this geiB» 
called into my: tmnd the having read of it on- 
that monument ; moft probably both are oi 
the iame perfon. Tbc cfeifter has* been the 
repofitoiy of the French monarchs from very 
early ages* They have ail tombsy. and in fi>me 
of them there h^ not been any want of ex- * 
pence 5 but the beftof them are poor in work- . 
manlhip. That of Lewis the Twelfth makes 
the ^eateft figure, and is efteemed, . I hear, a 
fiiil-rate piece of modem ftatuary. *Tts of 
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^hiie marble, large, but to me not magniB* 
tenc ; laboured, but not elegant. The bas^ 
relief^ reprcfent his vidlories. Poncia of Flo- 
rence was the fculptor, and he has obtained^ 
if he has not deferved, great honour by it. 
The many are captivated with (hew. More 
Jiave been ftrack at Weftminfter with that rude 
pile of marble raifed to one of theNewcaftles,* 
dian with the fineft monuments of art in that 
place, the inferior of which, not to exa^e- 
rate in favour of my own country, are greatly 
Referable to the beft here. 

After this of Lewis the Twelfth, the prin-» 
cipal regstrd is paid to thofe of Charles the 
Eighth, Francis the Firft, and Henry theSe<* 
cond. There is an attempt at the Italian man-* 
ner in ail thefe, but it is fervile, and only 
makes them contemptible, by the compariibni, 
the obje^ of which it raifes. 

Among thef^multitudes of crowned headsp 
'tis Angular, mat there are depofited two per- 
ions of inferior dignity, thefe are the famed' 
Guefclin,'and the:perhaps more worthily fa«^ 
med Turcftne. * We know the marfluil rofe to [ 
an eminence that merited the diftindion ; we 
are certain of his having done anions to which ' 
no honours could be equal. As to the legends ' 
of the earlier hero, they arc probably in a .' 
great meaiure £ibulous. It is not that I am 
partial againft the arm that drove the Englilh , 
out of Normandy ; there is an appearance of 
Romance in all that is recorded of him. Au- 
thors who intend to be believed, ihould not 
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•avance t€o imKh. Turenne is depofited i» 
a hero ihould be. The monument (lands itt 
a chapel built on purpofe 5 the efEgies of the 
marihal is difpofed at full length, and deco- 
lated wifh trophies, and every cnfign of tri- 
umph in reiieTO. 

I was afFefted with I know not what of re- 
verence, when I looked upon the ftatue of ther 
great Dagobert, It ftands on the left of the- 
€i>trance to the abbey. He is reprefcnted fit* 
ing in an Imperial mantle, fattened after the 
Roman manner on the right fhouldcr. There 
is a look of' dignity j perhaps the rerercncc is 
encre^ed by age, but certain it is, that I have 
never been more afieAed with the beft ftatuea^ 
of the anticnte, than with the air of this, in 
fpite of all the difference in the workmanfliip* 

Shall I be merry after all this praiie^ There 
is a fubjed from- which it is noteafy to refrain. 
Onr die mauibleum in the choir is abas-relief^ 
a repnsfentation of avifion^ Dagoberc hurried 
by devils (fb the legend explains it ^ it were 
very poflible otherwifc 10 be at a lofs for the 
ftory) in a boat toward the Vulcanian iflands, 
die .^Eolian iQes» he is invoking the three 
£u'nts, Martin, Rfeuricc, and Dennis, and they 
are hurrying to his relief. The flory is worthy 
the workmanfhip ; the workmanfhip the flory. 
It is a moft miferable bufinefe. It feem^ to 
have been done fbme time in the thirteenth 
century. 

• It was in this church, they tell me, that Hen* 
ry the Fourth abjured the dodtrine of Calvin, in 
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Ihe liands of the archbiftiop of fiourges. It 
^ pitjr iuch an incident fhxkUd not alfo be rS 
corded. * * * 

LETTER V. 

I Am difputing with myfelf in^etber this ca* 
phal of France will anfwer the ideas which 
thofe who have talked and written' of it havt 
taifed in me. I have been but a few hours ift 
Paris. I wis eager to benmong its curiofities, 
and I have, I fcarce know how, fellen upon 
one which has filled me with great fatisfa^ion^ 
though I do not remember to have heard it 
mmed. I had got into the St. Germain's 
quarter, and the perfon who attended me was 
pointing to the Hotel de Cluni, a place belong- 
ing to the order of Cluniati monks, and built 
about the time of Lewis theTwelfth. It ftands in 
the Rue de laHarpe. My eye was taken from 
the objea to which he would have direfted it 
by the remains of a venerable edifice. I never 
fee thefe things without a thoufand mix*d con- 
•fiderations. I had expefted^ no remain of this 
kind here: I enquired of my attendant what 
it was, and I was anfwered coolly, that it was 
an old buiWing, the Palais de Thermes. Far-, 
ther he could not inform me, and his looks 
declared that he took me to, be a ftrange wrong- 
headed creature, to think it worth my notice. 
I was amazed to find in a place fo famoife 
for its attachment to the politer ftudies, fo no- 
ble a piece of antiquity fo fc&ndaloufly ne- 
glefted, fo entirely difrcgardtd. I entered a 
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taft hall, tbe Tingle room now ftdndtng of 
what was indifpucably pnce^ to meafiire the 
giant by his foot, a moft magnificent an4 
mod ^and edifice. The room is lofty, as 
well as fpacious, and ftrlkes one with that fort 
of refperabl admiration which it is natural to 
feel on entering fome Gothic temple j the 
workmanfllip of this, however, is of another, 
tafte. Inft^ of that profofion of ill-placed 
ornaments, which we fee in all thole buiidr 
tngs, the plain fimplicity of thislpeaksitRo- 
man. The walls are mafiy, very high and. 
full of niches : the roof is very lofty, and hasv 
d noble and ai^uft fimplicity : it is an arch, 
form in the Roman ftile of building : it makes, 
a portion of a perfeA circle, and though of 
a great diameter, has nopilbrorany thii^ to 
fupport it, but the walls of the room. One 
almoft dreads its falling in as the eye is carried 
up to it ; but it hasftood asit isformanyages^ 
and even bears the additional and unexped- 
ed weight of a vaft dead load of earth, with 
^hich the monks of the neighbouring hotel 
have formed a kind of penfile garden ; and it 
.does not feem in any danger from it. The 
walls are partly of brick, partly of a peculiar 
hard plaiiler. The brick is truly Roman in 
dimenfion, as well as colour and confidence : 
the plaifter is much harder ; it is much like 
that we at preftnt fee in ibme parts of Italy, 
made from the powder of Puzzolo, the Pul* 
vis puteolanus of the antients. They ufed 
this compgfition to run mounds into the fea ; 
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cxid weliave the art of making it dumhfe and 
llard as marble. 

It is not difficult to find the time in mUdi 
this building was erc£ted. Paris is indeed a 
<ity eafily traced by authentic records, fi'om 
its litde origin, to the prefcnt magnificence i 
^nd as the dates of all its edifices may be thus 
aicertained, that of this negleAed antique one 
will be found, Paris has exifted from the 
carlicft times of which we have account; but 
tiefbre its reduction by the Romans, and in** 
^eed fome time after it, was no great place. 
In die Celtic times we do not find that it en* 
5oyed any prerogative, more than the other 
towns of Gaul, which were the capitals of 
their refpe&ive provinces. Casiar tells us, in 
iiis commentaries, that after thedefeat of Ca- 
Tuftogenes, he removed to this little city the 
afiembly of the ftates general of the whole 
circuit, from Chartres, where they had been 
yfed to meet. This feems to have been the 
firftftep toward the s^grandizing the at pre- 
lent great and magnificent Paris. Caefar con- 
fined his partiality to it ; but thofe who fol- 
lowed him in the rule of the country, ibme 
time after, paid it lels rcfpcft. The refidence 
of the praetors, and confident! v the refort oF 
the great having been, not in the Gallia Co- 
tnata, in the Celtic divifion, of which part 
fkood Fiaris ; but in the Brauata, or Narbo- 
tienfis ; fo their own hiftorics inform us. We 
know of their being at Lyons, and at Vienne ; 
but there pafled a very confiderable time, in 
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%hich they fcem not to have given dmt pre- 
ference to Paris which it held in the favour of 
this emperor. 

Thou^ Paris was for a time \c& regarded^ 
We find afterwards it recovered all its rcpwia- 
tion. Julian, not yet honoured with the title 
of Apoftate Julian, while viceroy of Gaul, un- 
der Conftantius, grew fond of it. We find 
him, in his own writings, calling it his dear 
and his beloved Lutetia : he fpcaks of it with 
vaft encomiums in many places, and evidently 
refided almoft entirely there -, he built a par 
lace, this Palatium Thermarum there, not 
only his own refidence, but that of many of 
the monarchs of the Merovirxgian race. 

The remains of the Palais de Thermes are 
but fmall ; you have already heard all that 
there ftands of them ; but from this indilpu- 
tabic authority, it is eafy to know of how 
auguft a building they were once a part At 
a time when antiquities were more regarded 
than they are at prcfent, the people who con- 
fidered them have formed a great variety of 
conjeftures as to the ufe to which this remain- 
ing fragment of Julian's edifice was intended. 
Many, the generality I am fince told, of thofc 
who have confidcred it, have fuppofed it a 
temple, and imagined the niches in the walls 
intended for altars. To me it appears, by the 
whole ftrufture, rather to have been a bath- 
ing room. You well know how fqnd the 
Romans were of thefe •, and not to men tion 
that the antient name, Palatium Thermarum 
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befpeaks fometliing of that kind, in a man^ 
ncr not eafily to be got over, I have been at 
the pains to trace the veftiges, obfcure ones as 
they are, of fome other buildings, evidently 
of the feme period, which confirm it to me 
beyond dilpute. I have followed from it to 
diefpringof Arcueile, adiftancenotleisthan 
three le^^es, the remains of certain arcades^ 
by which, when entire, there was doubtleis a 
conununication. Thefe are of the lame work 
and fame materials with the hall that is now 
remaining of the palace, and were evidently 
the work of the lame period. What was it 
the Romans fpared either for their convenience 
or delight ? How has their magnificence in 
thefe early times altonilhed all that have lived 
fince i How many monuments of their con« 
quells, and of their greatnels, has even dieir 
extravagance and oftentation left throughout 
that world which they conquered ? When I 
confider from what that people role, how Ions 
they continued in their power and glory, and 
to what they arc nowfaUen, what is there too 
much for the imagination to fuppofe of other 
ftates ! Which is the principality fo little, that 
may not at fome time, from the ambition of 
fome turbulent ruler, demand and make the 
conqucft of the world ? 

L E T T E R VI. 

I Had occafion to mention the antient ftate 
of Paris, and its firft approaches to that 
greatnels which now has led its inhabitants to 
Vol. h C con- 
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fid^r It it as the lirft dry in the werld : IhaB I 
continue the enquiry, and fallow it ttu'ough 
fome morej)eriods ? We have little informa- 
tion of its farther improvements^ tillat ttvtry 
confiderfebfe diffiince of tiRie.. Clovis the 
Great extended and enriched it confideiably ; 
he built a pakfcce on the'fouth-weft fide of the 
river, adjoining to his new-founded monkery 
of St. Genevieve : but Julian's palace was long 
after thb the refidence of his fucceflfbrs. Chil- 
dibert, who foeceed^d his father Qovis in this 
part of his dominions, built, on the ianfie fide 
the watery the abbey of St. Gcrmainsj ort the 
ruins of a temple dedicated to Ifis; The works 
of thefe hands were not of a contrivance equal 
to their merit, or at all proportiohed to the 
ipirit of thafe who railed them. France foon 
ilter became a fcene of war and flaughfer.The 
Normans pufhed t?ie foccefi of their invasions 
in the ninth century ; and it was not difficult 
for them to drive the French menarehs out df 
thefc Icfs fortified habitations. The lame 
arms that forced them back into the city, fe-^ 
veiled the ftruftures which they abandoned i 
they fpared none but thofe which they were 
able to.tufn againft the jaft proprietors'! and 
even thefc which coveitd and fiipported their 
attacks upon the city, they fpoifcd of all or* 
nament, and left only what they only ufed, 
the walls. . 

It is an advantage to have been unfortunate : 
you who are familiar with the ftory of thefc 
times, need not be put in mind, that the in- 
vaders 

Digitizgd by LaOOQ IC 



(*«7) 
taders had noriibersi difcipline, and the great* 
eft of atl fourcesof brutal courage, neeelfity : 
the wolf imift ftanre if he In'oke not his way 
into the fold. The French were ill provided 
of foktiery/ and whaU: they.had were ill dis- 
ciplined ; accuftomed to luxury^ they fainted 
under the fatigues of war. What faved them» 
but that they had been conquered : the fituar 
tion of the city in die ifland of the Seine was 
one principal fecurity ; dns it owed to nature, 
but this would not have been enough. Caefar 
had Conquered Paris ; and, as if he had intended 
the honour of hi& viftories ftiould be confined, 
by rendering it impoffible that zhy future vic- 
tor fhould tread in his fteps, he did but what 
it was his cuftom to do every where, in a 
greater or lefs dejgree 5 he rendered what he 
foutfd of Paris impregnable. The wall he 
rai&d round the conquered city, fervcd, a£ 
the dffts^ce 6f fo miny ages, to prevent the 
Nonnans* eafy conqueft. I have traced the 
remains of this antietit fortification : they have 
been traced by others in vain ; confufion is ia 
the accounts ot them, and people fpeak either 
too much, or nothing. I fiiall be at once jufk 
and <»ndid. I faw the evident remains of 
the old wall, embattled with its iquare towers, 
and firmer throng the effefts of time in fo 
many ages : it makes a part of the prifon 
called the Old Chatelet. It was in t^is Ipot, 
it was under the defence of this remain of a 
former viftory, that the French, under their 
ChariM the Simple^ forced thofe invaders to 
C z raifc 
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raife the moft obflinate and die 4noft bloody 
fiege that Paris ever ktie\^. I caniee you flare 
with no common amazement at the icntenoe 
that tells you the Old Chatelet fhews4ill diat 
now remains of die Roman wall that once fur- 
roundedParis. What^methinkslhearyouiayy 
in the tme Ipirit of the candid reader, who be* 
lieves what the writer did not undeifland; 
what are the remains of that vaftforti&aidon 
in the Univerfity Quarter, near St. ViAor? 
what that, between the Gnmd BouIeueBd of 
St. Antoine and the Porte St. Maftin ? I wiU 
tell you what they are : a ftrift czaminatioti 
has fliewn, that there is nothing Roman in 
them. The wall fliews its own date, and that 
date reflefts glory where youswould litde think 
it : on the Englilh. They were evidently 
the work of Philip Auguftus, or done in -the 
reigns of John and Charles the Wife ; who 
found more difficulty to Hop the courfe of 
Britifh valour, than their ancefton dut of 
Norman hunger. The means of war are as 
difficult as its feveral calls ; and the fiobleft 
are always the moft difficuldy defeated* Peace 
with the Normans raifed the fpirit of the fiic- 
cecding Robert to revive the old taftc <rf" en- 
larging and adorning the city : the abhfes of 
St. Genevieve and St. Germain were, in his 
reign, reftored to the condition in which we 
fee them now, fome trifles only esocepted. And 
fo far will fuperftidon raife itfelf in the public 
fpirit, that it was in this reign too that the 
monks, who wanted the ground on which 
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iStc CBattau de Nauvert Itood, damned it wlrfir 
the fcandal of evil fpirics : they gave the pame 
ef die Rue d'Enfer to an adjoining (Ireet ; 
and fi:qpeiftition pulled down the ilones of that 
▼enerable caftle fomewhat failer than mufic 
called together and arranged thofe of the 
Theban wall. Ltxms; the Sixth added Su 
Vi&or to thefe increafes of the city : but it is 
a monarch of a very different charafter to 
whom the now vaft cky owes the firft con- 
fiderable additions on either fide the riven I 
do not know how it ia^^with you, but I neves 
read theftory of Philip Auguftus, but I feci 
myfelf warmed with ail that animated vene- 
ration with which- we enter into^ the charaders 
ef thofe who have been more than great ; who 
have been alio good. When I recoiled his 
aix:hievements in war againft unequal num-s 
ba:S) and better difcipline ; againft an enemy 
at once elated with fuccefs, and dclperatc in, 
fortune^ I place very few of the heroes, whofe 
founding names have been handed down to 
ias» before him ?r when I view his more tran- 
quil honours ; when I fee him, amidft a fcarce 
fccure peace, meditating the improvements, 
as well as adding to; the ornaments of his 
country, the parent of induftry and patron ofi 
the arts,. I fee moft of the illuftrious of old 
time as his inferiors. It is littk of him to 
lay, he was the grcateft monarch that ever 
France produced : yet fuch is the blindnefs of 
mankind to good ; fuch tficir partiality to 
a£l:s.at once horrible to nature,, and hateful^ 
C 3 ta 
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to luitnanhy, that this is more than kuHowett^ 
bim ; and while a thoafand cry up the Four* 
teenth Lewis to thefkics^ for enterprizcs which 
%eak him perfidious to his allies, and a fcourge 
upon his country ; the name of this fecond 
Aurelkis is unknown! 

. You are not to be told, that it was in his 
reign, ic was under the patronage of his h* 
rour, that the Gothic archne(£lure arrived a€ 
the greateft height at which France e<ver faw 
it. We fee numberlefs teftimoniesof this in 
the ftrnftures of that tafte laiied in difierent 
parts of the kingdom at that ttme« That 
part of the cathedral of Notre Dasne in Parat 
which was finiflved onder hisaufpices, isaloM 
enough to prove that ic nertr was higher in 
excellence. 

The defcendants of PhiKp inherited, with 
his crown, his fpirit. They continued to adkl 
to Paris in a very extenfive manner, tHl the 
croifades exhaofted too mnch of their finances 
to leave them power of doir^ a great deal : 
and the Englifli wars which fuoceeded, made 
h impofiible to fpare either money or hands 
to the carrying into execution many very 
au^ufl plans, which had been kid down to - 
them. 

To profecute the enquiry after the advances 
ef P^ris to its preient extent and fuperb ap« 
pearance : \ muft be acknowledged, that the 
%irit of building was loft after the ^leatfa of 
their Philip ic Bel, and did not revive till af* 
ter a very long interruption : it appeared la 
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fiOdegme of luftre till the time of Charlet 
the Sixth. While he held the reigp, an in* 
leryal of rqK>ie was given to France, by the 
pe^ce of Bretigny concluded between our 
Third Edward and John his Father, at that 
flme a prlfoner in England* This he em- 
^yedin ^^gerandi^unghiscatpitaU and this 
period prodacdd the two magnificent palaces 
of les Toiirnelles and St. Paul, the ground oF 
which is now^in part taken up by the Place 
Jtoyaie in the Rue St Antoine*. . 

A vaft: deal was indeed done by this mo- 
narch in adding to the magnificence of Paris : 
lis ftreets w<ere eaiptended^ and a number of* 
fuperb buikiiqgs lereded. But after this no* 
f)bii\g was added till the rcigjn of Francis the 
Firft, This monarches turn for building gave 
profpeft of die greateft additions to ic y and 
^ley ¥ftm fifit vain. Francis had liberality 
fi^al toJiis public ipim ; and he ^ccelled all' 
his pFC^eceiifor^ in tafte for architedure. It 
was not Paris only that became great during 
his reign ;> he was covering the face of the 
whole kingdom yfith edifices, and other works 
of magnificence and fplendor. This prince * 
|I0 fooner in4eed faw himfelf at liberty from^ 
his Spani/h confine men ti than he laid the plati 
of Fontainbleau, Chambord, and many other 
palaces,, which he law finilhed durii>g his life. 
It was he who undertook the great work of 
folarging the ftreets of Piris, which were be- 
fore too narrow: an arduous taikv but, by . 

jrees io a vierygreat meafAreaccompliflied^ 
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Philip Auguftus had built a Louvre in the 
Gothic ftylc, and in its place Francis crefted 
one after the Italian taftc, to which the French 
had been, till that time, ftrangers. 

The arts and fcienccs owed their reftoration, 
in a great meafure, to the houfe of Mcdicis, 
In proportion as the general taftc improved 
in France, the Valois kings grew out of hu- 
mour with the yet {landing edifices, crefted 
in kfs happy times, by their predeccflbrs. The 
example which Francis had fct them, by pul^ 
ing down the old Louvre and the Hotel dc 
St. Paul, was too fpirited not to be followed. 
* The reft of the Gothic ftruAures (hook to 
their foundations ; and, as if Paris was at this 
time to rife above its former greatneis, art 
accident facilitated the otherwife difficuk, 
though defirable attempt. Charles the Ninth 
had an eye upon the Tournelles ; he wilhed 
it down, that he might have a pretence for 
building the Thuillerics to fiipply its place. 
At this Angular period it was that Henry ^he 
Second was killed by the count Montgomery, 
at a tournament at this place. Catherine de 
Medicis took occafion at this melancholy event 
to requeft her fon to pull down the building, 
that (he mi^ht no longer liavc the diftrefeful 
Icene in her eye. 
It was eafy for a prince of Charleses difpofition- 
to comply with what himfelf had fo much 
mind to : fo down fell the fatal fcene. The 
Tournelles were no more^ and the ground on 
which fo many crowned heads had foen their 

^ ^ refidcQce^ 
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/dkfence, was laid out into ttrteti. Th^ 
Lourre, which his grandfather had in a great 
meafure rebuilt, he enlarged ; and hb mother 
completed the plan intended in the deftrudion 
ef the TourneUeay by joining to it the Thu-. 
ffltrksi * PhiMbcrt de I'Orme was the atchi* 
tedt 5 and" he acquired^ from* this ftrttdure,. 
t^he honourable name of the Pallad io of France*. 

You fee now, my dear ♦ • ♦, Paris^ from 
an humble origin, and after the abiblute de« 
ilru&ion of moll of the buildings by whicha 
its firft increafe was nmde,. by the hands of 
enemies r riling, by flow degrees,, toward the 
ftate in which we now admire it. It became^ 
from this time, an a£t of popularit]^ to en- 
large and beautify the capital ; and a fucceffion 
of kings were pleafed with opportunities of 
flattering their own vanity by the fame a£fe 
by which they ingratiated themielves with the 
^^ople. 

Henry 'the Fourth no Iboncr found himfelf 
quiet in the throne,, than he fell in with the 
plan of his predeceflbrs. Ht finilhed the 
PontNeuf, and he received the acknowledg- 
ments of the people in an equeftrian (latue, 
which they ereftcd there to him. The Place 
Royale, in die Fauxbourg St. Antoine, and 
the Place Dauphinee, before the Old Palace,. 
fofc under his aufpices : and the applaufes of: 
his people, on* theie adbs of public fpirit andi 
magnificence,' urged him tp take in the Faux^- 
bourg St* Germain into the enclofure of Paris k 
lo.w^en the quays oa both, fides the riv^er.s* 
^ C 5, jandi 
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and to do many other aAs of public pomp 

and utility. 

Courtiers do oot only imitate the vices of 
tfieir foTcreign : let him iliew them a better 
ejcample, -and they will not fail to emulate 
his virtues. The favourites ^f Henry faw bis 
tafte^ and they law' his reafims for it. They 
purfued his plan ; they ingratiated thomfdves 
at once winh then* prince ami with the people ; 
a thing not often to be done by the fame adion, 
by raifintg hotels in different quarters of the 
enlarged city : the fuburbs that had been ta« 
ken into its limits were decorated with many 
of theie elegant and pompous edifices at a 
time when the city puc on a face of grandeur 
equal to its enlarged extent. 

Thus Park faw itfelf rifing to honour and 
importance, in the reign of the Fourth Henry; 
nor was the profpeft loft in Ae'fucfi^eding one : 
the people continued to feci. the fame warmth 
and veneration for their grand city as for their 
grand monarch, and made no fcruple of be» 
ing ftripped and plundered, when the advan- 
tages were fo conlpicuous. Mary de Medici^ 
in this reign, laid out fums that would have 
ftartled the Roman luxury ; and the cardinal 
Richlieu difburfcd treafures which would have 
funk the coffers of an eaftern emperor. Paris 
now fmilcd upon all the former attempts to 
aggrandize her, as little and unconfequential. 
Edifices rofe, that, while they filled the hearts 
of the people with a noble pride, aftonifhed 
the eyes of foreigners. But even this was 

nothing 
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nothing-to what followed rwfaen wh^tfldttcrf- 
the ambition of a prince, fails in with the 
approbation of his people, where is the flop?: 
what was great in a former age^. eclipfes, if 
it be not ecUpfed by, what is executed in the 
fucceeding:: all that Philip and that Francis,, 
all that Catherine and Richlieu had done in. 
the aggrandizing the capital, v/as nothing 
when compared with the plans of Colbert, au- 
thorifed and fupported by the Fourteenth. 
Lewis* Thefe were not confined indeed ta* 
the city alone v the people were taught to look 
upon the whole nation as their city,, and they 
received as well the propofals for aggrandizing, 
the other refidcnces- of their idolized monarch*. 

We have feen the period under which Paris 
had moft opportunities of rifing to its envied, 
eminence: we have feen the time when the- 
views of its raonarchs were extended no far- 
ther. It was now otherwife : the ambition 
of that monarch coft To much,, fo immeixfe a 
treafure;. and with that took off fb many 
bands, and fo far alienated the views of that 
proud prince, that a few only of the vaft. 
ichemes of Colbert could be put in execution y. 
and a concurrence of accidents determined: 
thefe not to be tlK)fe in particular which fa- 
voured Paris*. 

It wafi gpod policy In Lewis to enlarge the? 
views of his people to the looking on his^ 
whole kingdom as the fccne of dignity ;. fince. 
he hatcdin his heart that city vphich had hither- 
to engfolTcd both their and grioces.'^ attention,^ 

TEha 
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The croirn had devolved on Lewis when an 
infant. His mother, Anne of Auftria, was 
a wonuQ by no means qualified for recom- 
mending herfelf as regent: (he was arrogant 
and infoknt in her nataral'difpofition ; and 
Ihe was under the fole diredion of a church- 
tnan, in whom thofe vices w«c yet more con* 
Ipicuous. Mazarin was indeed the regent : 
the people of Paris were thefirft who felt the 
tyranny, and they rcfented it. They at ma- 
iiy times threatened, and once almofl: broke 
out into rebellion : their fteps were followed 
by thofe of the whole kingdom ; and it was 
#iot a wonder that the cardinal hated thofe 
who hated him, and crofled the purpo&s of 
his ambition. From him the hatred to Paris 
transfufed itfdf into the regent j and front 
the mother it flowed in upon the fon. Lewis 
the Fourteenth grew up under a diftafte to 
the capital, which continued with him during 
his whole life ; and which his fucceflbr in- 
herits. What had been eafily implanted in 
the mind of this young king, was indelibly 
fixed there by the conduicl of the Parifians, 
during the troubles which the infolence of 
the queen mother and the ambition of Maza- 
rin gave rife to. The Prince of Conde headed 
the malecontents againft the Mazarinian fac- 
tion (for fo it was univerfally called at that 
time) in the famous aftion with the royal 
troops in the Fauxbonrg St. Antoine. The 
Parifuns, on this occafion, confirmed in their 
fentimeilts by the earncli folicitations of ma- . 
• . dam 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



(37) 
ilatn de Montpenfier, a princefi of the blood | 
and at her inftigation fired their cannon upon 
Che royal troops, and opened their gates ta 
the prince whi) oppofed them. All that had 
been inculcated as fufpicion, now appeared 
certainty to Lewis : and thefe earfy prindpfes 
were fo carefully fixed in his mina, that he 
never fhook them ofi^. It was owing to thisg 
that in the fucceeding part of his rrign the 
fchemes of Colbert, which regarded the city 
of Paris, were thrown^ afide, under the pre- 
tence of being delayed, and all the treafure 
that his^ arms coatd Ipare, was lavifhed on 
Vcrfailles and Marli 

. From this time Paris^ has not been the fcene 
of royal magnificence. The immenfe fumt 
which have been expended^ have been on tht 
palaces where the monarch refides ; and he 
has paid little regard to the improvement of 
a city, of which neither he nor his predeceflbr, 
by their own choice, ever entered the ftreet5< 

L E T T E R Vn, 

YOU will fay, I have traced the dil|ia 
of the magnificence of P^^, to ihew 
my reading. You know, after d^c hiftory 
of my own country, that of France has al- 
ways been my favourite ftudy. The JTubjeft 
carried me farther than I had imagined atfirft 
^ fight ; but I know you will pardon my being 
fiiil on a theme which, though it has claimed 
a great fhare of my attention, has not had 
^uch of y wrs» I have been prolix in ipeakc 
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iig (^ the cltjr itfiilf ; I fliall not beiodlous on^ 
the feveral particulars k contains : others have 
been fuiEcientlv ib. I bad determined to 
write to you or any thii^ that had not bepn 
made familiar tomt by othersv as it wiU pro* 
bably be new alio to you : . 4s JTor the reft,j^^^ 
^rMercam psde. You will give me leave to 
pafs them over lightly. They have given 
me vaft plcafure^ who am prefent -, but 1 haje 
iu>t the vanity of my own abilities, tofuppofe 
I can^ive you any more by defcription^thaa 
0thers ^ave- already ». 

I fhall .not .give you the height .pr the di- 
xnehfions of the cathedral of Notre Dame: 
the venerable pile, part of it more than a 
iho'ufand, izuich of it more than £x hundred 
years old» does honour to the Gothic ftrength^. 
at the iaoietime that it ^pports its chara(5):er 
•for beauty. There is an au* of grandeur, I 
mufi; confeia^ in the iimplicity of the antient 
tafis, which has. been ib. haj^ily revived 
throughout Europe, from the fuccefe of the 
Italian arcbtte6s; but tiiere is^njtwe andve- 
nemtion in thole Gothic piles^ that to met 
ieems better ioitted to thefolemnities of reli^ 
gion.. Perhaps this h \i\it the prejudice of 
cuftom and education /j do believe it is no 
more r but I find m/fclf unable to conquer 
it. How many of our moft eftabli(hed prin- 
ciples may, if we dare taexamine them,.have 
no^bctteribundation!' Itrembleto think of it^ 

The front of this noble edifice is admired 
ior its iculpture ^ but tliis xloe& not ftrike me 
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effu^Iylonianf of its beautieL Hie tnllar* 

which fupporc the roof, more than an hundred 

ia nun^r, fill the eye io a very happy man-^ 

xier. An^uxudent has very lately dilcovered 

what had not been fufpedi^d till that tinoe^ 

that this cathedral of Paris has i)Qen begun ii{k 

OR the ruins c^ Ibme Fag^ cen^ple r a vault 

waa dog, in theyeariy^C^fw- the burying 

the archbifi»op6 ; the earth had not beenopen* 

ed before, ^nd, tx> the aftonifli»ont er tb» 

workmen and thofe who eoiployed them^ a 

number odP antique feulptures were difcovered 

there. Four of thefe are ftill preferred in 

f he cha£>ter, and have afierded grwod Ipr ^ 

multitude of 6oi>je6^ures» They ar^ done ii) 

the ftoeft marble, andcontaia repreAiniationa 

of Jupiter, Caftor, and Vulcan i and one of 

them, a vmvc of the Naotae Parifiaoi, Is ek«> 

gaot V it deferve^ and perhiipa X ihallgive it^ 

a feparate ei^aniination. 

I do not know whether jkh) would notgivf 
the palm, were yBuberc, to Weftnaktfter Ab^ 
bey : it is larger every way than the No(re 
Dame ; but tl^re is an eleganoe in Ae ftruc^ 
ture of the double ilea on each 6de of the bo<^ 
dy of this church, and m the form of th^ 
rofe windows, that to me excels every things 
pf the Gothic tafte that I have feen» 

Tte ornaments of later date are wwthy the 
elegance of the edifice which holds them. The 
great alcar, the joint work of Lewis the Thir* 
iteenth and Fourt^nth» taking in the whole» 
is at lescft the ;npft magnifi^nt^ if 1 i;nay not 
^ allow 
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kITow it the moft elegant thing, I have (eeti; 
There is a Virgin at the foot of the crofi, fit- 
ting with a deadChrift upon her knees, that, 
for a modern fculpture, claims very high praifer 
but you'know I was earl)f debauched in my 
cafte by what I Had feen of the antique in 
England; and I do not imagme I Ihall Be 
cured of the difeafe in Italy. To allow the 
authors of thofe works however all their fu** 
|periority> there is a vaft deal of merit in this r 
It is of Carrara marUe, and it has been a happy 
block. The fiice of the Virgin has great 
Ibftnefi I there is juftnefi in compofition, bue 
there wanes the bold expreffion in the one, and 
the noble eafe of attitude in the other, that 
Would have flowed fronrthe chtflfels of two 
! tfaou&nd^ears agou Tarn Angular, I find, in _ 
rmy opinion ; but the- principal merit of the 
^iece, with me, is in the esqmflioor of the 
^mufcles in the corpie; they are not only in 
^ heir juft proportion, fituation, and contor* 
ions from* the pofture, but they arc thofe of 
t^corpfe. You would di(Hnguifli this, were all 
lie reft of the figure and' of the groupe hid* 
kboufthis areftatues o^ Lewis the Thirteenth 
(and Fourteen^^ offering their crowns and 
ficeptres at her f^t ; and three angels on each 
mde : thefe are of bronze, well gilt, and as 
niargeaslife; they carry the feveral inftru'^ 
(ments of the paflion, and on the whole, have 
(«n appearance of great dignity. 
^ I Mras ted up^ at my firft entrance into the 
^.church, to'a Sc* Chriftopher,. the gift of an 
A officer 
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officer in the court of Charies the Sixth. Much 
had been faid to prepoflels me in favour of 
this ftatue ^ tmt if I had heard nothing» I fbould 
have thought as meanly of it. I am apt €0 
iofped my own tafte, when I di£^ in this 
manner from the . reft of the world in my 
opinions ; but I (hall always Q3eak them. The 
figure is enormoufly large, but k wants cha* 
rader as well as fpirit : it is a Polypheme ra* 
ther than a faint) and has not one thing be« 
fidegts bignefs that can have called up peoples*^ 
admiration. 

Philip le BeU when he had obtained ail 
important and un«pe£):ed victory over his 
long fuccefiM enemies, the Flemings rode in* 
to this church in fab armour, to perform a 
vow which he had made to the Virgin, as he 
went to the engagement. The memory of 
this ^nal tranfa&ion s preferved by a ftstue 
of that monarch, big as the life, on horfebackt 
and armed at ril points aooording to the fik* 
ihiofi of the times, the vizor of bis helmet 
down : it ftands facing the choir %^ and^ tho^ 
ib little taken notice of, that I doubt whether 
you have heard of it, I do afiure you there is 
lomethii^ in the air and manner of it that 
pleaied me greatly. The fepuldind monu^ 
ments are numerous, but not in general either 
.elegant or fuperb : the beft are of the duke 
and duchefs of Alanfbn ; of archbiflum do 
Harlai, and hispredeceflbr in the &e of Paris i 
du March ^ of Ibme of the &mily of tbeUr* 
fins, fertile of great men, under the Valtts 

#. king^j 
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kings ; Md the dukos of Rets, allied to the 
koufe of Medicis. The body of the church, 
as well lu the choir, are ornamenced with a 
Attmber of fcripture pieces r the beft French 
kands have been employed on chem ;. and 
fbme, which are Le Brand's, I faw with plea^f 
fore^ tn general, however, they are mOM 
cimipicuous for nuadxr than rneric. 

LETTER VIII. 

WHEN IgaveyouianacocM»ntc£whaC: 
I thought remarkable in the cathedral 
Of Farfs ; and oE fome things whkh people, 
Aiore oafily pieced, h$/n thou^ fi),.thongh 
Idid not ; I omkted tlie mencion of one q£ 
ks chapek r ft was not that I forgot or over#p 
looked It, It is hardly decent to ]ai:^h ift 
the review of a place of worflitp. You hav« 
often rallied the humour of our errant knigfatt 
in poetry or romance r I have joined with yo^ 
in the wonder and in the contempt of ftortoa . 
that resprofented to us men of perfonal valouft. 
and the higheft ienfe of honour,, arming to 
flght when they had no caufe of quarrel, tra^ 
^rfing whole foreftsand ddkts, ftarved more 
than Ul^es after his fhipwreck, and court* 
ing aM fAic dang^s of the world ; for wh^? 
tn hopes of an opportunity of' meeting ibsne 
champion like them&lves, with whom to^ght^ 
ntfigfct, without flfldng the reaibn ; and in a 
place where no eye could fee the dectfion. t 
liave k>oked on all diefe heroes* from the 
Jcnight:of lauMandbaitotfaeloweftia.theiift*. 
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with the fame fort of eye as on the Elfin 
knight and Sarapen ia Spencer % but here is a 
ii^emaia thatproTes them reaL 

You have heard of John duke of Bourbon^ 

iaftitBtw of a whole order 4>f thiskipd. The 

ehapel dp^ called Nocre Dacne de 1^ Grace; 

wa$, in the fear 1416, iheir chapter-houfe^ 

ITheir fymbol was a golden &tter round ch^ 

left leg ^ their tule^ Chevaliers de Fer & d^ 

rOr. They bound themielves by the mod 

SoUcmn fiiGrament to attend the duke their ib*^ 

Tereign iiUbo England, and there to fights a€ 

the laoll: deipecate weapons^ with any aian 

who thoqgbt fai$ mifftrefe handfomer than 

theirs. The duke i^fited&^lMdi our Fifth 

Harry brought him from Agtncourt ; and 

ibmeof the order followed him about aswil^t 

li^ly ^ he esLtne. I do not )cnow that ht 

#ioi^htaboitt this order or his miftrefs^aftert 

wards ; he never obtained his liberty » bat died 

h^rc^ tifi^tweMy years kom )tbe day of tbM 

imoMrtal ▼ifti»ry.---Sball I 4y I aip inter** 

mjpced ? t/haU I tell you I have loft my com-* 

pamon ? it-fometimcs h^pens to me : (ball 

I pkad the humble eKcule» that fiipper go<^s2 

I wlU u& them vhen I w^tthem: it is ho* 

nefter tso tell you^ I hwe fio more to write* 

There is jaoishing farther in the Notre Dam^ 

tim has ncrt beim described «: lai^ . by our 

immlkxBy and confeciutfttly tfaiit yoa are not 

already aqaiiiiiirod «^' 
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LETTER HL 

THE Sainte Ghapelle, I do Mdknow whe^ 
ther you have heard of it, I do not re* 
member that I have before, is near the cathe^ 
AraL ItisaGddiicftruAure, rather elegant 
than magniiiqae % the work of Lewis the 
Ninth. But though of no fingular curiofity 
in itfelf, b enobled, if yoayou will foCfer me 
to (peak like a Frenchman and a good Catho« 
lie, beyond all the edifices in die world, by 
m contents. There are no left, if you wiU 
believe the legend, than the very reliques of 
the crucifixion. The chapel was built on pur» 
pofe te receive them by the pious monarch, 
who had nrore &ith than you or I in the ftory 
of their audmticity. They confiff of die 
very Spunge that was dipped in gall^and vU 
mffor^ to be prefented te our Sliviour on the 
crofi ; the identical Reed whick he held ia 
his hand ; the iron of the Spear that piercol 
his fide % the Purple Robe in which they cba^* 
edhini; and his Crown of Thorns: theCro& 
was too big for carriage, but there had beea 
0Jt one time a portable one cutout of the very 
wood of the original : but this was fldkn ia 
the days d[ their Henry the Third, to the in* 
teonfolable grief of the whote Romifh world. 
How thefe ineftimabie remains fell inta 
the bands of Cofroes the Perfian, is not toklf 
us : that monarch inclined to make a magnsi* 
iicent pi^ent, that would coft him little, to 
the Gxcek emperor Heraclius, probably got 
? &me 
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fbtne Jew to Bibrkate them. The ftory of 
tbeir origin was too £icred for enquiry % and 
if ^e man i»ho wrought them was well jpaid^ 
or hanged.as fix>n as he had done, the lecret 
was Me. From the time of Heiaclios they 
iiad been preferved ^om reign to reign with 
pious care, in one .or .or other of the greaior 
palaces. 

Baldwy n the Secx>nd hewas, you wdi itmem^ 
ber^the laft of the five Fraoch emperors of 
Conftamtnople, at a time when be was at onoe 
poor and diftr^Ssd by nummms enemies, hii 
' empire attacked on all fides, and hh ftmcs 
imable io defend it, made himfelf his owa 
ambaflador into France^ to implore the pro* 
C^ion and alBftanoe^of ^L Ijewis. Troubles 
on troubles fell in during hisat^noe ; danger 
<rod upon the heels of danger t the 4>a«ons 
were unable to infpirit or to pay the ibroes 
thatpreferved the empire from the joint At* 
tadcs of the Grades and Bulgarians. They 
had yet the iacmd itreafiire, and the Venetians 
had monejr and laith ; this was their laft ro» 
jborce: tbey pawned them to the fiate of 
V«ioe; the fum lent on the fecuricf was 
thirteen thoy&nd crowns. Lewis redeemed 
Aem; he ordered a n^tficent cavalcade 
for then: efeorce i and himfelf and his whole 
comt went as far as Sens to receive them« 
They were depicted in the chapel built for 
dieir reception, and have not been taken out 
fince, except twice, once to reftore the dying 
.Lewis the £lcventlH the other time to avert 

the 
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title irnigetuce of hcitiyttn from At dcy; fore^ 
iMi'frotn their ofl^nees: whether it be that 
their not foGceedii^ on thefe oecafions^^ or 
that the boMs of St» Genevieve are found to 
Mi^er the> purpdfe lull as well ; neither the 
monarchs nor the city have prefutned to take 
the fame liberty with them finoei 

You will be alking whether it were worth 
ii4iileto have njade this femous chapely and 
itft tM€t f&mous^ contents^ the fubje^ of a 
Ifitierf PlaoetO'ydttrcenfijres^ diougb theft 
•re imaginary tPe^t^nre^ there are real ooeii 
They (hew a variety of offlciab on veilrae^ 
finely fllominaied, and* amon§ them tiis 
greats curiofity of this triftifig kind that I 
have any where feen, the mafs4)Ook of the 
^rctt Charlemagne; the ge^ela are wfittpa 
In gold* If tb^ deftrte but a^ limiad w- 
gardi rt»dre i^ otie to which the nooft extrava* 
gafitpraife will beallbwed^ by att n^ofee it^ 
(wlitde-: it i9 aeakneooaft perfe£iaad beau^ 
tifti) oriental agate % the Ittrgeft^^engraved gem 
in the known worlds and^ of sdl that I luve 
feen^ infinitely the finefl:^ Theilory (a truce 
to the fttfpicieus atfid the chimeric gac^ of 
the profeilM amiqiia«4an^ ^ ^ a^heolli 
ef Augtiftusf. I \wm btcn told K>f a fUbjeet: 
«f like klM in thetreafllry at Vienna^ but 
ihofe who praile that* highly^ yet givethts the 
pftfei^nce. I do^not fenow ^t I ettr flodied 
a piece of anciqcHty widi equal pkaftnre. 
Charles the Pifth, who enriched the Saince 
€h^>eie wkhdne ifideedvatiaabk ^mnatn^if 
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antient fcalpmre^ toek die &ory tafae a ftf4|^ 
tare hiftory i the frame in which it i$ fixm 
cvidefiitly ifaews this^ perhaps had it be«f| 
know0 what It truly was, it never had bee^ 
purchafed. I am aftoniihed when I iook upcm 
the workman(hip of the antient hands* AU 
that they have told us of the fpkk and geniup 
«if their ftatuaries^ is confirmed by what w4 
fte on thele parallel defigns*. The largar T0r 
liqiaes of Ae earlieft times haye been in th« 
tvtty of a ^thoofand acddentBt and* moft of 
li&eie on which the greateft praifes hwt bcfui 
hLviOudj are lofb: thefe IdTer wov^ have 
been preferved ; their fize^ thcttr tBrntttt and 
Aeir torin have rendered them matt eafily 
preferred s and while we have tbeie, I (ball 
not icmpie » bdkve the larger works of 
maimers of the fame time^ which have! obttiiw 
td more hoiracn fiom thofe who iaw tbcm, 
l&ive deferved them.; Wheo I conteipplaee 
die deified iUigirfte on tiiis iakAe^ .1 do mh 
wonder at theessriaoiatbnaof thofe who faw 
dieworksof a Phidias: I conceive the fenft 
of that admiraisoa, ihae aftonifhrn^ni wit^ 
which men &w the faces which be. ^ve^ in b^ 
Asmeif, to tto gpds and heroes. %h^ figure 
of' the MfpeQor, in^this piece, is^mec^ than 
mottsA y aiyd it is mofl eirsdent thaat the fculp^ 
torin thti eali^ as well as the fiatuary in th^ 
oiher^ w«^ked not from any mode} c^. living 
br of before comn^morated aignity or beaoty« 
Tbey were men of exalted conceptions } they 
bad genitts ito^figupe so theia&lvcs what naar 
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jefty and elegance fuperior to mortal was ; the 
mind's eye couid conceive what that of the 
h^ could not fee, a perf e£l face ; and all the 
noblenefs oi that idea defcended on the gem^ 
or into the marble. 

Thofe were indeed days of ftatuary and 
fculpture: they were days of painting to6« 
in which Demetrius was condemned as never 
fifing beyond the excellencies which he faw 
in nature; in which Dionyfius was allowed 
but a fmall Ihare of fame, and the cenfiire 
pafled upon him was, that he drew men barely 
as they were. I have reverenced the old Ly* 
fippus for defpifing hk cotemporary firulptoit 
on the (ame foundation. ^^ They make men 
(&id he, fmiling) ^^ fuch as they are found m 
** nature ; I, fuch as they might be made, if 
f < accidents did not prevent her courfe^'' 

Romantic as all this may feem, my dear 
^ * *, there requires no more thanaii aGquain«» 
tanoe with the pieces left us by thefe very men 
to ihew that diey had jufiice in all they fiud. 
Nature afibrds us a thouiand bodies, wanting 
in one part or other of that beauty which 
Ibme other, deficient perhaps in anc^r part, 
poflefles; forooe that but approaches towards 
elegance in alL When the painter or the 
ftatuary is to reprefent the re&mblance of a 
particidar perfon, he mufl: adhere to what he 
ttes in it ; but when he enters on hiftory, as 
left at' large, when confumnuite beauty of 
figure, or unblemKhed dignity of mind, is 
all he hai to exprel% what is it that ihall tye 

him 
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Kim to a flavilh imitation of imperfcdliosn ? 
what is he then to do? When Zt:uxis was to 
figure Helen, he copied the feveral graces of 
five Grecian beauties •, and from what was ex- 
-cellent in each, be finiflied what Cicero gives 
us as the firft and per fefteft example of beauty. 
But to the genius of a Phidias this ftratagem 
were poor: not content with the examining 
five, he would have contemplated the beauties 
of the whole race of women : this was his 
praftice. From thcfe he would not have fcr- 
vilely borrowed any thing, or made hisHe^ 
len one woman at the breaft, another in the 
hand, and on the whole a cbmpofition of a 
thoufand difcordant parts : much otherwifc. 
Froni the fuccefs of nature in the feveral 
parts of thefe, he would have formed in bis 
own well ordered npind the poffibility of her 
having joined in fomeone form all thefe per- 
feftions, and rendered them much greater by 
the combination in a perfedt whole. Every 
part gives grace to every other ; that which 
n^ver cxifted, nor ever will exifl; in nature, 
and have been thus brought together in his 
mifid, and from the idea he would have foroi- 
cd, that beauty which he intended fhoiild be 
acknowledged perfeft by all the world. 

If there be difficulty in reprefenting a per- 
fect mortal beauty, there muft be infinitely 
more in giving the figure of a fupcrior being. 
This there was no way of executing but up- 
on the plan of this idea of perf edlion . Others 
degraded denies into men, bccaufe human ex- 

VoL. 1 D ccllcncc 
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celleooe was all diqr could arriire at, who had 
AOt railed their thoughts to any thing greater^ 
On the contrary, Phidias made his Gods as 
lie conceived them ; and as his conceptions 
were his own, as none elfe had or perhaps' 
could come up to them, the exprelEoa of 
them in the marble was a new form^ and 
proclaimed at fifft fight fbmething that was 
not mortal. 

Perhaps there is yet more difficulty in the 
intermediate form^ the deified hero. The 
dignity df an immortal mud be given, and 
fet the mortal muft not be quite thrown oflF. 
ft is impoffible for words to pi£bure the mixed 
fcharader ; but the fculpture on this cameo 
difplays it fully. The dignity of Phidias's 
tupiter, the foftneis of the Helen of that 
Zeuxes, are blended in it« I never viewed a 
face with fuch admiration : but this makes but 
a fmall part of the piece ; there are in all 
twenty-four figures in it, in relief, and if not 
of equal, yet all of excellent workmarilhlp. 
Auguftusts in the habit of theOIympian Jove ; 
knd till I faw it, I never had entertained a true 
conception of the ancient ftatuary, fo celebra- 
ted as the works of the Phidias whom I have 
hamed, and his cotemporaries : it is Jupiter, 
and yet it is Auguftus ; it is at once a mortal 
and a divinity* Livia is in the form of the 
Argive Juno } the Genius of Rome makes a 
furprifing and a glorious figure : there areaU 
to among the more coafptcuous faces^ thofe 

of 
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oFJulmsCaelar, Julia, Nero, Drufus, Tibe- 
rius, Germanicus, and Caligula. 

I hardly wonder at the Oaory of this icolp- 
-tore not bai^ cnadeouc in the dark times in 
^hich it was depbfited iathis chapeL There 
xecpitred a knowledge in antiquities, a conTerf* 
«nce with tteiemains of it, lo underftand i^ 
There is indeed^nothing that gives me higher 
£itisfa&ion in the ^ofecutionof this (as they 
are pleafed to caU it who do not uoderftand 
•it) dry ftudy^ thanshe happine&of one port 
tsi k makti^oatand^xplaimng another. How 
jcnow the faces t>f Julius and Auguftus? how 
dtftmgutifh that one of the other figures is Ne- 
ro, ard another Tiberius ? idle and chimeric 
tronjeflure^l methinks I hear fome unhailowed 
] ips esrclaim. We know them from other rc^ 
•mainsof fthefame period^ and thou^ they 
are ^ named here, we have feen them on 
medals, with tiieir names around them. 
Whcicver we havx met with ftfaeni on coins, 
they are the fame ; wherever we have met 
with the fame face in fculpture or in paiming, 
the ftory in which it istengaged cooiirms the 
oi>inian founded in nemembrance ; one pare 
of eke groDpe'explatiis the other ; and we ai« 
-ascertamras of thcftiwof our asoft intimaoe 
acquatntanioe. .But Iifliail tire<you : you have 
^i^et ^he fondnefe ibr tfaefe ftadies that runs 
through- my whole Iraoie, but you l^ve eyes 
lopen to 'Convi6kian \ and I kn^ you will te 
^pleafed m fee tbtt which you have been ^u^xl 
no iuppo^ neie curiofKy, TOndtrsd uftfii). ' 
I> 2 LET* 
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* LE T T ER X 

A V^^'yg^^^^ frJ^'^d of yours as wcH as 
'jf\^ mine, my dear * * *, has often dc^ 
dared himfelf difladsfied, chat he has yet.con- 
tributed nothing. to your entertainment: he 

• Jiad reiblved not to deviate from his imme- 
diate road to do this, but at length.an oppor- 
tunity offered, and he hath feized upon it. You 
know writing is troublefome to Jiim ; I do 
not know whether you are .fenfiblct but I aC^ 
iiire ]rou I have long fince been made fo, tliat 
It is more troublefome to his readers*: one is 
vexed with the man who writes illegibly what 
one has a mind to read. Accept .me as bis 
amanuenfis. I think his fubjed but a dry 
one, but he is pofitive it will pleafe yoiu I 
^lave been charmed with his manner of pro^ 
fecuting it ; but I have a double advantage^ 
I am eager in the .ftudy to which it belongSt 
and i have feen what only can be defctibed to 
you. This >preface is too long : but to the 
matter. 

You have heard of the plailler of Pari^, of 
which it has lately been fo much a faihion to 
make bulls and figures-: it is made from a 
ftone dug at Montnuutre in this neighbour- 
hood, and has its name from, the vcapitaU 
where is the principal mart for it. Mi^ — ^s 
has been thde two days Jn the pits v while I 
have been ftudying the unknown (culptor of 
cwothoufand years ago, ihe has bcm in as 

f much converfation as his moderate ihare of 
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French will let him, 'witlrihc diggers ofthofo 
ftones. This morning he threw ibme frag-^ 
mentsof his collcdkioo into my way at brttk-* 
fail. I was going to iWeeten my tea with» 
them : you never &wany fuhftance fo perfcdly 
like loaf fugar as the ftone of which this plai- 
fter is made; there ace ibnie pieces of i^ 
coarfcr, thefc itfemble the lefs refined loaves ^ 
biic the fineft are more white and clean thaa 
the mo0t highly refined of tlie Dutch manu^ 
ivifturc. 

. He Jed me to lib room, on a lable in. which- 
tlicre was an arrangifment of a multirudeof 
the pieces or lumps of it, in riieir natorrt) form 
as taken from the pit. The fineft of them 
arc white as fnoi^; and though twa or threa 
inches \a thicknefs,. they arc little inferior to* 
ayftal in tranfparence : they are all broad and 
flat. It does not, I fifid, lie in whole con* 
tinned rocks, as the ftoqe does in our Englifh 
qpiarriesv k is naturally in thefe'flat loofe 
pieces; they are of different fizes, and lie 
among a kind of loofe marlcy. a good deal 
like that blue and red marie which they ufe 
at your feat in Leicefterftire for manure. 

At one end of tJic uble lay a number of 
vaft cakes of a tranfparent fubftance, refem- 
bling ice. 1 ;have feen the lumps of Muicovy 
ifMiglafs, with flakes of which my lifters uled- 
to cover pi^urcs. On taking a piece more 
than a foot long, and more than an inch in 
thicknc^, from among thefe, I no Iconer faw 
it cooipofed pf flakes in the like manner, and 
D 3 ready 
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ready to fpKc at the leaft t»uch, than } ^^ 
ciared it the fame. The fligacityof M-i— <-•♦ 
furprrfed me : among theapparatos to bis mi* 
crofcope, which always is a part ot his baggage, 
he had a little lump of ifinglafs ready to 
mend the Aiders : he flipped off a flake of 
one and of the other ; he bade me mind^ that 
the ifinglafs would bend anyway, and recover 
itfctlf to its fiatnefs by its own elatticity: a 
flake of the other could not be bent without 
breaking: he told me thb alone was. proofs 
that they were perfcftly different fubftances^ 
but he convinced roc of it, by patting the 
two flakes into the fire ; that of the Mont- 
martre ftone calc'med to a white powder in an 
infllant ; and all the force of the continued 
heat did not at all affeft the other. He fur* 
prized me more by telling me,' that though 
|:his and the ifinglafs, which feemed fo much 
alike, were pcrfeftly diflTercnt; yet this and. 
the plaifter ftone, which feemed as diflfcrent • 
as ice and fugar, were in cfftA the fame. The 
flat and perfcdlly tranfparcm ftone, *he told 
me, was found indifcriminutely with the com- 
mon plaifter, and is no other than that very 
fubftanee^ only under a more perfed. form. 
It anfwers the lame kind of purpofes, only 
kcepmg up its prerogative of excellence, as 
the others and' when calcined makes that . 
beautiful white mafs which we fee in thole 
figures fold at oorKhops. This more pure and 
elegant mafe, under the feme management, 
hardens into a kind of marblc« Tliei^e needs 

only 
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only a (Tight burning of cbefe Hones to make 
rhem fie for grinding to powder ; and aftcK 
that the duft is wetted with coinmon water^ 
and made fo thin that it will run ; in this con-^ 
dition it is caft into moulds, and it prefently 
hardens on the one part into a fofter, and on 
the other into a firmer matter. The variety 
of bufts and figures which you fee, arc made 
by this management of the common plai(ter 
of Paris •, and the flabs in imitation of mar» 
ble, of the fine flat ftonc. You have fecn 
tables imitating marble, and very nearly as 
hard as fome of the fofter kinds of it, on 
which there has been pictured a card, a book^ 
or a piece of fruit ; they are all made of this 
fine tranfparent (lone, which is dug in the 
Montmartre pits. The greater part of what 
is wrought into figures in England, is, I be* 
lievc, the produce of our own country. I 
remember to have fcen pits of it in YorklhirCt 
and fome of the midland counties : but it is 
coarfe and poor in comparifon of the Mont* 
martre kind \ and the ftatues formed, of it 
are of inferior value. The flat ftonc is the 
produce of the French pits alone -, and it was 
long before it was difcovercd that it was from 
this the artifts of that nadon made their arti- 
ficial marWe : if it be not known yet in Eng- 
land, I fliall be glad of having informed 
them of it. ^ 

I am to confcfs to you, that I was backward 

in taking my warm friend's word about twofo 

very unlike fubftances, being in reality the 

D 4 fame. 
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fame. To one who judged only by the eye, 
the aiTercion could not but appear a very 
ftrange one 5 but it was foon e^cpIainedTo me^ 
The plaifter (lone was white and gritty, the 
other colourkfs and formed of large plates, 
laid one upon another. The microfcope fooa 
difcovered to me that this difference, flrong 
andftrikFng as it appeared, was no more than 
fupcrficial. He called me in a moment tci 
caff my eye upon what he had placed before 
that machine. To tlie queftion of what ic 
wa<J, I anfwered, ore of tho?e flat and pellu-- 
ci 1 ftones. He removed the gla!s,. and fhewed* 
me th..t he hxd cr'imbled to pircos a ccrncr 
of one of the other ftones, and chat what I 
had fl-en under that enlarged view as a vaft 
flake of -the other kird, was in reality no 
more than a fingic granule or feparated par- 
ticle of the other. It was evident from this, 
that the tWo bodies fo different in appearance 
to the unafTifted fight, were in reality the 
fame ; and that all the true diftinflion was^ 
that nature had in the one formed the flat 
ma6 large, and dcpofited it fingle, whereas 
in the other many of the fmalltr had been 
thrown together. On direding the affifted 
eye towards the whole mafi, this was yet 
more evident j and when in that view, every 
fragment was enlarged to the full Qze of the 
fingFe flake % the whole appeared a rough 
rock, compofed of a multitude of fpangles 
thrown togetlicr. 

Every g^rticle thus fwelled to the fize of 
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the whole flake, was of the fame figure,, ob- 
long, and irregularly angulated. The rhom- 
boidal ftones of a pellucid matter formed in 

our clay pits,, and which -M^ s tells me, 

though he cannot tell me why, the naturalills 
call Olenites, moon-ftones, are of a fubftange . 
nearly refembling thefe : you may. remember 
the workmen picked out.many of thofe from 
the clay thrown up in digging your well, and , 
your fitters honoured them with a: place in 
your grotto. Thefe flakes are perfedly like 
thofe bodies in texture, colour, and tranlpa- . 
rence, only that they are not as thofe, regu- 
larly angular,, but abrupt and unequal at the 
ends. Such are the fingle- and detached great 
pieces, fuch the fmall granules of the com- . 
plicated mafs. I was now convinced they . 
wtere the lame in all refpefts,^ and it remained 
to experiment upon their nature. 

My fagacious friend feems informed, not 
only of the form of the things he ftudies, but 
of all that relates to their ufes and manage- , 
ment -, he promifed to Ihew me the manner of 
fprming the plaifter. from thefe ftones of both 
kinds, and to give me proof of what he had , 
faid as to the fuperior quality, of that: made ^ 
from the pellucid or flaky kind. I have been . 
ufed to be terrified from experimenting by the 
furnaces and apparatus declared to be neceflary 
in all the books of chemiftry. I find when [ 
people have a mind to ufe the art without' 
pomp and parade, thefe things are in. a gre^t. 
meauire uiineceflary> . ^ . ! , 
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A common fire fcrvcd in the place of the 
furnaces, and dll the other requifites for cal-^ 
cining the ftones, and 9 very moderate de- 
gree of heat does the whole work. M 5 

put a lump of each kind into a dear part of 
the fire ; and by that time they were red hot, 
took them out calcined : both the one and the 
other were now of a fnow white, and the 
change was moll perceived in the flaky kind, 
becaufc it had totally loft its beautiful tranfpa- 
rcncy. Thefe were feparately powdered in a 
mortar ; and as the powder made from the 
'finer kind was not liifficiently burnt, he gave 
it a recalcination : the elaboratory of a che- 
mift would have furnifhed fome hard-named 
veflel for this purpofe, but in our hotel a com- 
mon firc-fhovel performed it perleAIy well. 

I cannot but mention to you a circumftancc 
in this operation, which plcafed me extremely : 
the difference between folids when in powder, 
amd fluids, never had appeared to me in fo in- 
confiderable a light as it did in this proceis. 
The fire- (hovel was filled with the powder oi 
the flaky ftorie, and fet on the fire ; when 
thoroughly heated, the powderdid not receive 
the aftion of the fire, as you would have ex- 
pefted, without motion ; it quickly began tO" 
ftir, and toward the end of the time moved 
and lifted up and down, exaftly in the manner 
of boiling water. 

The powder of tlie other kind had been 
jJjfEciently burnt before; this now was alio 
ready for fcrvice. M — $ prepared his meld% 
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and wetted both feparatelyj hecaft theminta' 
the places fcveraUy prepared for them, and 
from the common kind was produced in a few 
minutes the buft I fend you j from the other, 
the little (lab which accompanies it. He. 
charges me to apologize for the coarfe and 
clumfy manner in which they are done ; but I 
flatter myfelf you will find the buft much lii- 
perior, in point of its matter, to the generality 
of thofc you meet with in town; and the flab 
very little inferi^Ti cither in colour or hardoeis» 
to alabafter. 

I had curiofity, after I had been thus per- 
feftly informed as to the nature and ufe of 
the two kinds, to enqiuire the opinion of my 
fnend, how it had happened that two ftones, 
ptrfeftly the fame in their principles, and even 
in their ftrudure, when carefjully examined^ 
for fuch he had proved them to be, came in. 
the fame place lo be formed in b diffcrcni a 
manner ? My friend drew up his countenance^ 
and told me, it would be hard to take the 
compafe neceflary to anfwer my queftipni clear- 
ly ; however, faid he, what a few woixis wiU, 
do towards it, ihall not be wanting. 

He obferved, that the whole fabftance of 
the earth, and all things contained in it, were 
originally formed of particles fcparaccd from. 
>yater. So lays the Molaic account of the 
creation ; and fo have faid all the philofophers 
of old time^ without the aflSftaocc of infpi- 
ration, from the mere principles of reafon. 
There was a time, he alfi) obferved^ when^all 
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the folid matter of the globe, at lead that of 
its whole furface to a certain depth, far be- 
yond all that we dig in mining, was agaia 
taken up and fulpended in water : the hardeffi 
rocks are evidently compofed of particles once 
thus fwimming in a fluid, fince fca fhells are 
found immerfed in them, and could not other- 
wife have been Jet into them. Thefe twa 
kinds of plaifter ftone, continued he, were ia 
the fame manner formed of particles feparated* 
fropi water : if we would know how, we may 
fee it explained in the concretion of common, 
fait* Water will diffolve it, and will retain it 
diflblved ; but as foon as the fun and wind>, 
or the more fpeedy operation of a fire* have 
evaporated fome part of the water, the fait 
can be ho longer fuftaihed in what remains ;. 
but is feparated^ and forms a folid body, or a- 
mimber of folid bodies,, adhering to the fides. 
of the vefTeh 

* It is not only, continued M ^s, the ge- 
neral' formation of thofe (tones that is thus ex- 
plained* by that of the Ihooting of a diflblved 
filt into a folid form. Truth, v^^hen brought 
into a lyftem, generally anfwers many more 
purpofesthan wereat ffrft e}q)efted. If the wa*' 
terahave evaporated flowly, the lalt forms it-% 
fclf in its folid itate more reguFarly -, if it have- 
been carried off quickly, the mdfes.are more 
conEtfed^ Suppofing it comnfion fta fait that 
had been diflblVed in the water, th^ regular 
figure of its cryftal is a cube ; if the water be 
evaporated gradually,, the ikltflioots into thefe* 
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regular ciyftals, and all the particles arc large» 
tranfparent, and of a cubic form ; if^ on the 
contrary, the evaporation have been quicker, 
the operation becomes confufed, and inftead. 
of Targe and feparate cryftals, th^re are formed, 
irregular mafles formed of fmaller, lefs regu- 
Tar, and lels pcUucrd cryftals,, thrown together 
without any order. It is notuncommon in our 
lalt pans, where theprocefs is continually pec* 
formed,^d all parts of it not equally attended 
tOy to fee different quantities of the fait in the 
different parts of the panr of various figures ; 
that which has concreted during a fiercer heat 
is in confufed maffes, that which has concreted 
during a flower evaporation is in larger and 
feparate cryftaJs, 

In the fame manner,, ccaitinued he^ with 
great clearnefs and propriety^ the particles 
which compofed this glaifter ftone of both 
kinds,, were once fijlpended in a- fluid,, iit wa- 
ter furrounding and covering the face of this 
globe. As the langer and fingle grains, and 
5)e mafles formed of (mailer are in the former 
cafe the fame fait,, fo in this the matter form- 
ing the large and pellucid flakes,.and tfte com-, 
plex and lefs clear maffes,, is the lame. The 
^uid evaporated in diSerent degrees and quan- 
tities, and when it paflfed off floweflgave op- 
portucdty for •the formation of the clearer, 
larger, and finer flakes : when more rapidly, 
the fame matcer fiDrmcd itfelf into fhialler 
flakes, though of the fame gJneral form and 
ihape ; and thefe coalefced, through the hurry 
cf the operation,, into lUnq>s of diflferent big- 
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nefs, according to that hurry, or to the fomcv- 
what flower evaporation. 

You will acknowledge, as I did, that every 
thing was very fairly explained by this fyftcra, 
except for one unlucky circumftance, which is,, 
that plaifler of Paris is not foluble in water 5 
that fait thrown into that fluid will inftantly 
melt in it, but that if this ftione lies for- ever 
at the bottom of a river, it will not Joic a 
grain of its weight. I made the objcftion, 

and M s, after a preparation, fuch as had 

preceded the other, went through the difficulty 
in a better manner than any who have written 
on It, and upon very different principles. 
This philofophy, like every thing elfe about 
him, is new -, but you will be pleafed, if you 
are not perfeftly fatisfied with it. You fhiaU 
have it in another letter ; for the prefent, good 
night-, I have carried myfelf beyond my 
time, almoft beyond my paper. ♦ ♦ » 

L E T T E R XL 
^TTIHE objeftion which you have raifed 
J[ agaiiift my account of the formation of 
the ftone of Montmartre, holds good, (aid 

M s, equally againfl: that of air the other 

mineral bodies in the world. It is mofl: cer- ' 
tain, as I told you before, that the hardefl: 
rocks have b^en formed, as well as thefe fofter 
and fmaller maffcs, from particles feparated 
from a fluid •, and it is equally plain, that they 
are aU of them at prefent ipdiffoluble in wa- 
ter. It is cert^ injje^d that many of them 
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ant fo in all fluids •, if another liquor therefore, 
and not water, could have been called out up* 
on the flirfece of the earth on this occafion, it 
would not have anfwered the purpoft, accord* 
ing to our prefent knowledge; water there- 
f<WTe might anfwer the purpofc as well as any 
other -, and it is certain, that there was only 
water to aflfeft it. 

There required no more power, there was 
no more diSiculty to the Creator, to form the 
particles of which all theft hard bodies were to 
be made, in water, than to form them out of 
water. If we enquire into the depths of na- 
ture, we know what power it is that caufes what 
we call the cryftallization of lalts, we Ihall 
find thiat it is attraction. While a certain por- 
tion of the fluid fwam about the yet uncon- 
nedled particles, they were more attrafted by 
that water than by one another ; but as foon 
as a part of the water was gone, they were 
brought nearer to one another than before, and 
in that fl-ate they are attrafted by one another 
more powerfully, rfun they are feverally at- 
traced by the wat^r •, therefore they get to- 
gether and compole thefe vifible mafles. So 
fays Newton; foafts Nature: they are always 
correfpondent to one another. 

Oft this principle let us fuppofe the particles 
of al! hard bodies created m a ftate of ilif- 
penflon in a fluid, lodged in that immenflty 
of twater which coveted the whole furface of 
iJie earth, as we are cxprcfly told by Mofes, 
at the time of the creation ; the fluid was in 
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fiKh quantity at this time in proportion totltofe. 
particles, that they were attraded more by its 
particles, than by one another, beeaufe in the 
great quantity of fluid they were kept at a. 
diftance. In this ftate they muft have all rcr 
mained fufpended in the fluid. We are told 
that the earth was formed out of this water ; . 
niy, we are told how it was formed out of it^/ 
»*. The fpiritof God moved upon the face of 
" the waters-,** the exprefllon is pompous j.r 
but if one fays. The wind blew upon the wa- 
ter, it is as good a tranflation from the He- 
brew ; nay, it is the fame fenfe very fairly, in. 
plainer words. Let us look candid Iy4 and^ 

• freely into things,, and not fear to offend the 
Divine Majefty by enquiring into his works;: 
it will on die contrary pJeafe him, and is do- 
ing him rational hojiour: the winds and all^ 
the elements are hia minifters, and are made 
to obey his purpofes •, nor is there lefs of power 
or of wifdomin performingany thing by their 
means, than in doing it without them. 

An earth was to be formed -,. the folid par- 
ticles of which it was to. be compofrd* were 
fufpended in. a. fluid : by what means .were 
they to be got together, and made to concrete 
into a folid mafs ? we know this to be effedled , 
only by that attraftion which takes place upoa 
a leflTening of the quantity of the water. Eva* 
poration was neceflary-, and in that ffate iiu 
which things were, what material agent wa&^ 
there in beings by which to bring about that: 

• €vaporation>but the winds I We acknowledge 
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that nothings after the efFe<£l of heatr is of 
equal force in the matter of evaporation, with 
wind r we fee that even heat, the genuine pa-' 
rent of evaporation, affifted by winds, is of 
double energy ; the wet ftreets are more dried 
in two hours of windy, than in a day of the 
bri^teft ftill weather : and to bring it nearer 
to th& prelent cafe, the bay-faft makers, whofe 
pans ate pits of clay, whofe fire the fiin, find 
more fak is made in one windy, than in ten 
of the hotteft ferene days. 

We have confidered the water, which at the 
time of tlie creation certainly, and which very 
probably a fecond time, at the univerlal de- 
Kigc, for all 6ur philofophy cannot inform us' 
what the v/atcr was that brought about that 
great cataftrophe,^ nor whence it was brought ; 
as impreg^nated with riie particles of all hard' 
bodies, kept firfpended in it, becaufe kept at 
a diftance from one another by the quantity of 
the folvenr. It pfcafed the Creator of the* 
univerfe to form this globe ; it pleafed him to 
form it of the materials fulpended in that fluid: 
MTC are even told the means by which he efledl- 
ed it, by evaporation^ the onfy natural means. 
There was yet no fun, there was therefore na 
material agent but that commotion of air 
which drives it in a current, and forms whac 
we call wind. The confequence of wind 
blowing fiercely, and in a continuance, on' 
that immenfe body of water, was the carrying, 
a part of it up into the atmofphere : the re- 
maiader was not ilifHcient to retain the parti-' 
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clcsi (ufperidcd zs they had been in t&e larger, 
quantity : and what muft have been the con-. 
frquencc ? that which was \ a precipitadon 
and concretion of the hard and (olid particles, 
and the formation of this earth. 

Is it ftrange, after this, to aflTert, that all 
things of the mineral world have been fqrmed, 
by a feparation of their particles out of wa- 
ter; or is it chimerical to explain the forms 
and differences in figure and congeries of thefe 
bodies on that principle, and to account for 
their varieties by the analogy between this 
operation, fubmitted only at fuch a diflance, 
of time to the reafon v and that of falts, whlcfai 
we can at plcafure diflblve in water,, rad thnwt 
into all thefe forms under our eyes by the va- 
rious meafures of that ^evaporation I You will 
return your queftion upon me ; w6y then, if 
this were once the cafe, cannot we diflblve. 
thefe ftones, as we do fitTt^ ae our pleafure 
again in water? The anfwer k not confiped 
to a fingle aflertion. 

If we allow, that at prefent thefe fcveral 
bodies cannot be diflblved in water at our 
pleafure, does it at all infer that they were not 
originally fb fijfpended by the hands of Om- 
nipotence ? What is attraction, and when did 
it b^in to aft ? He who knew its ?ffefts belt 
of all men ; he who eftabliflied its laws, and . 
pointed out its limits and powers, Newtoiv 
himfel^ pretends not to underftand it: he 
does not explain, he does not attempt to ex* 
plain, what it is, or how it afts 5 herefblves* 
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It into the immediate will of the Creator; he 
declares it a quality imprefled by him on ail- 
matter, whofe cffefts we fee, but whofc caufe 
we are not to exped farther to underftand. 
How know we when this principle was con-* 
ncftcd with matter ? who has told Us, that it- 
was coeval and congenial with it ? It may 
have been impreflfed at the very time when 
the earth was to be produced ; it may have 
been wanting before : on this principle even' 
the winds would have been necelftry to have 
effcAed what we fee ; and in this cafe that 
may have been the (bate of folid bodies be- 
fore their acquiring this great power, which 
it is. impolTible for us to induce upon them 
afterwards. On this principle, continued 
M -- s ^ with his accuftomed force and per- 
fpicuity of argument, thefe bodies may have 
been formed from particles once fiifpended in 
water, although we are not able to'diffolve 
them again ; although the laws of nature now 
ihould prevent a repetition of whaft happened 
before they were eftablilhed. You will allow 
me on this fyllem, that thefe bodies may have 
been dtflfolved in water, though they cannot ' 
now be diiE^lved in it. 

But this conceflion, though I have a right 
to it, is not neceffary. I do not know any 
thing that is nor at this jime diflbluble in wa- 
ter. Bodies may fubmit to certain forms, un- 
der proper circumftances, which refift thein 
ever fo abfolutely when thofe circumftances 
arc wanting- I know that gold will lofe of 
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its weight By a' continued management In wafv 
ter, and that the water will be impregnated 
with its qualities. Many operations will dif- 
pofe bodies to changes', which they will not 
fuffer without thofe pre vioiK operations ; and 
amongft thofe often the leaft important pror 
duc« the greaceft effedls^ Sulphur will diffolve 
iron, but not unlefs thai? iron be heated red 
hot: the Bohemian' ftone imbibes the light,, 
and becomes luminous in the dark, but it will 
not do this without a previous calcination. 
Fire opens the bedies of all things,, and it af- 
fefts different ones differently ; the fame heat 
that calcines marble inio lime, runs flint into 
glafe. Thefe are the principles on which you 
will enter int.o the meaning of an experiment, : 
by whiish yjou (hall be convinced that this 
flone, though in i4s own form it might lie* 
ages in water unhurt, yet is foluble in water. 
There requires a certain managertrent ; there- 
requires the affiftance of fire : you /hall fee it- 
employed, and you (haUrfee the fuppofed imu- 
poffibility performed. 

After this lefture ixi his new philo&phy, be 
produced a morfef of the fineft kind of the 
Montmartre ftone ; he crumbled a piece froibr 
ore corner of it between his fingers : he laid 
the powder on a plat« of gjafs, and placing it 
under the microlcope, he made me acquaint, 
myfelf thoroughly with, the form of the par- 
ticles. As I have broke this with caution,, 
continued he, Ihaveonly deftroyed the com- 
pages$ without wounding the federal particles^ 

You . 
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You fectnoft cf them at leaft entire; dicir 
iigure approackestto a rhomboid, but it 'is>n(»t 
regularly fuch ; they >are all jflat, all of a^jeF- 
tain thicknefs, proportioned to tbeir extent. 
Where fo many particles are found of the 
^irieform^ it is -juft to conclude, that is the 
form which natare gives them. 

Thefe were kid by, and the Jump from 
"which they had been Separated was puc into 
^e fire : when red hot, it was dirown into a 
bafbn of water. The liquor, thus impregna- 
4:ed by its particles, was fikred through paper, 
that nothing folid might remain in it, to de- 
xeive us in the experiment. A drop of this 
was put upon a plate of glafa, and by the mi- 
• xrofcope was dikrovered lo be as perfcdly clear 
.as the eye hadreprefented it. Notwithftand- 

ing the appearance, faid M s, this water 

is in the condition of that from which the 
earth was originally formed ; at lead in re^ 
-gard to this fingle ftone, there are fufpended 
though imperceptibly in it, particles of that 
folid body. 5 the means to get them together 
is evaporation. When he had thus far ex- 
plained to me what he was about, he-held the 
uip of glafs at a diftance overdie fire ; ^ 
ibon as it began to fmoke, he placed it again 
before the microfcope ; in an mftant a circle 
of dry white matter; was formed round the 
^eige of the drop ; a moment after, little 
fpecks of folid matter began to appear at a 
Jmall diftance within that rim: thefe were 
created^ as at were, undex our own eye, and 
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i^hen «9camined, were all of nhc ikiirt 
form and figui^ in all rcTpedh vith the 
granules of the larger malTes; and they 
alio are the fame with the flat cakes of the 
laiger kind. 

1 had now under my eye a proof of more 
than I had expcfted to fee proved at all : here 
was not only ah inftance of a (lone, in its own 
nature incapable of diflblutidn in water, dif- 
foJved and perfcftly fufpended in that fluid, 
hat die very aft of concretion, by ^hich it 
;^ain aiHnned its proper form, was explakied^ 
and the figure, odd as it was, of the loofe 
mafles, and of the granules of the compltded 
ones, was evinced to be the natural Ihooc of 
the ftone. This, faid M— — s, hasexplaincd 
to you the origin of the larger and finec pieces i 
there yet remains to be fliewnyou, why all the 
matter contained in this fufpended ftaoe, was 
lYot thus regularly fcparated. The heat that 
had been employed at the firfl:, was very mo- 
derate ; he now held the glafs nearer to the 
fire, and when hotter than before, pfaiced it 
again under the microfcope : we now faw a 
ftrong buttle in the little remainder of the 
fluid. Sdid particles appeared in greatisr and 
graater^iuantlqr every moment ; ttey huddled 
, together, they joined one another promif- 
cuoufly, and the refill was a rude ihapeieft 
mais, perfe&ly tike that of the tomnion 
plaifter done, only iwrith the difference of iize. 

I have been fang or this ftidiyjeft : but it en- 
tertained me gnady: .^jktficr myfelf you will 

not 



d by Google 



<70 
fiot be lefs pleafed with it. Truth and con* 
virion are the fame thing ; there is ibmething 
in them that cannot but pleafe a mind fqnd of 
■knowledge, as I know youra to be, when 
fiipported by that univerfai charm, novelty. 
Will you not join with me in faying, that there 
is a way of treating even the drieft fubjcfts 
under which they become agreeable ? 

L E T T E R XII. 

HAVE I not tired you with philofophy ? 
I fhall never l)e wearied with it. There 
nething in the books of the writers on 
thefe fubje(fls that is abftrufe and perplexed ; 
but it is much othcrwife when we hear the let 
fons from a friend. I believe thofe authors, 
like chcmifts, fill their difcoveries with diffi- 
culties, to enhance their value : nothing is fo 
fimple, nothing fo perfpicuous, as their doc- 
trines, when inftead of this parade of know- 
ledge, they are difclofed by one who has no 
farther intent than being underftood. Do not 
be alarmed, I am not introducing any more 
of thefe difquifitions to you. My obferva- 
tions are properly a comment on my laft letter, 
rather than an introdudion to this^ but full 
of my friend's praife, I have not the art of 
being filent. 

The evening ferved for all the operations 
of mymicroicopicchemifti I have begun the 
day with conunued obfervations more imme- 
diately in my own wav^ The Jefuit's Church, 
in the <^arter of S. I Anth<&ny, is no mean 
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piece of modern architefture ; but it is loaded 
rather than embellifhed with decorations. The 
College \)f Lewis the Great, as it is called^ is 
another church, in which I admired a library 
more than I had any thing in the forjner, 
though much more renowned : the Luxem- 
burg Quarter Ihews us another, under the name 
of the Noviciate -, it is not contemptible, but 
inferior to the firfl:. 

I have much more to fay of the abbey of 
St. Genevieve : it is the moft remarkable edi- 
fice I have feen ; the oldeft monument of 
chriftianity in France. Clovis the Great built 
it, in accomplilhment of a folemn vow he 
had made to Peter and Paul, as he marched 
np to the famous attack in which he defeated 
the ^^lflgoth5 : the battle was almoft mira- 
'culoufly on his fide, and his devotion did not 
fink after it. The apoftles to whom it was de- 
dicated, and in honour of whofe influence it 
was erefted, remained many ages in poffefllon 
of it, as patrons ; but the greatcft benefits are 
erafed out of men^s minds by time. St.' Ge- 
nevieve was buried there, and after fomeages 
of difregard, how juft or how unjuft let us not 
enquire, lier bones were removed out of their 
peaceful refidence, under the great altar, and 
depofited in a moft fumptuous fhrine. The 
holy maid is now of ufe to her country ; flie 
has fupplanted not only the antient faints in 
the patronage of their church, but has robbed 
the noly rcliques of the Crucifixion of their 
prerogative of driving fire, fword, and pefti- 
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lehce ffofrt the place. Thtfc aftes are now 
carried about the ftieets in proceflion, in time 
of public vifitations, and thofe holy remains 
remain untouched. 

In the choir of the church fiands a tomb &• 
cred to Clovis, and near it one to Clotilda his 
queen, die means and inftrument of his con- 
• verfion. But people who are acquainted with 
hiftorjr, and with the works of Ae feveral pe- 
riods, will not be brought to fwallow the ab- 
fordity of fuppofing them ercfted in their 
time, or of a teng while after it. A monu- 
ment in this church that affefted me infinite- 
ly more than thofe of all legendary feints and 
ancient heroes, was that of Des Cartes : he 
fies as fuch a man ought to lie, furrounded 
with the praifes of not his own countrymen 
only, but the whole learned world. You will 
fiot ftippofe me intending by this praife to fct 
him on a level with that Newton, who has 
dohe honour to our own country in a degree 
that eclipfes all his praife : there may be very 
many degrees of glory below that of Newton, 
and the meaneft of them great y but I think 
the very firft, though vet at a vaft diftance, is 
that <rf Des Cartes. Tnere is alfo a confidera- 
tiort of no little moment in his favour, more 
than in that of Newton's : Des Cartes had lit- 
tle, very little done before him ; Newton 
lived at a tiitte when a thoufand of the beft 
heads in the European world, had been, and 
tfven ftiHwere employed in the fame kind of 
refearches. Far be it from me to lay he owed 
Vol. L E any 
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lany of his great- diiboyenes, or even there- 
noceft hints of them, to any ; but :chough. 
they were his own, the road to them was eafiear 
when the general path of fcience had been 
beaten, ^dua wfaik k lay wholly rude and 
wafte. 

The tabernacle in whkh the hofl: is depoii* 
ttA here, has been a continued objeft of ad- 
ijmation ; it is rich, and, if expence can cre- 
ate magnificence, fcarce any thing is fuperior 
to it But, in my opinion, the proper ol> 
je^ of praife are of another kind. I am for 
paying my. rep^ard where, according to the 
elegant eacomium of ^Ovld, 

jmamam fuferai />pus^ 
l2ie depoficory of the hoft in Sr. Genevieve 
could on this pretence have no claim tp my 
applaufe. 

Though I wanted tafle, fuch as it is, to be 
in raptures at this load of magnificence, I was 
Efficiently charmed with the Mu&um ; there 
are many valuable remains of antiquity pre* 
ierved in it : the medals, though in general 
not a firft rate coUeftion, have yet among 
chem fome that are wanting in all the cabinets 
I have feen, I do not pretend to be judge 
qnough to allert that there may not be coun- 
terfeits among them, but I have not heard it 
fufpcfted. There is a Quadrafius of bronze, 
an ineftimable piece ; it is an x>bIong fquare, 
with an ox on each fide ; a Roman Congius, 
the mod perfeft you can imagine ; and a 
iBultitude of other reliques of that once pow- 
erful 
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crful nation. There arc fevcral mummies pre* 
fenrcd there with great care : pne of them the 
mod beautiful and perfeft I have feen. I had 
. great pleafore in examining a dock, made (b 
early as in the time of their Francis the Firft ; 
the date is eafily determined by feveral things 
about it. The mirror in which Anne of Bre- 
tagne, wife to Charles the Eighth, drefled her* 
(Hf, is alfo preferred here ; the amis, which 
are as old as the reft of the worjcmanfhip, de- 
clare this : the art of making thefe utenfils of 
glafs was not then known ; it is of poliflied 
fteel, and the furface fo bright that it is fuffi* 
ciently evident from it, that our art of execu* 
ting cnc Birmingham and Woodftock works 
in this metal, is not of fo late origin as our 
partiality to our own nation, or our ignorance 
of the arts ofother countries, and other times^ 
would have us inu^ine. 

The mummy which lib extremely admired 
among thofe, is, by evident marks, much the 
moft ancient df the parcel. I do not know 
whether you have obferved it, but of thofc 
preferved in England, at. times brought over 
from Egypt by our travellers of curiolity, I 
have always found it eafy to difcover a differ- 
ence as to the a^ ; and without one excepti- 
on, that the moft ancient are the fineft. It 
would be hard ipdeed to fay whcpe we muft 
ftop in this enquiry, or to what diftant period 
we may not refer the fineft of them. We find, 
by indUputable authority, that the art was in 
life in Egypt before the time of Mofes ; and 
E 2 we 
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v{e Ice no tendency to decay in thofe which 
ire of the.fincft preparation. That which I 
have Ipent fo much time in examining in this 
Mu&um, may as well be four thouiand yean 
qldastwo. 

I cannot htlp paying gvcAt hdnour to the 
people of the times and countries in which 
this method was uled of preferving the bodies 
of their kings and illuftrious perfbns, ^t the 
€xpencp of the credit of our own. The ut- 
moft to which we arrive, in our greateft ho- 
npura, is the perpetuating the nahie of the 
man to whom we have owed our religion, or 
pur liberty ; if that be infcribcd on marble, 
and honoured with our praife, the b6dy may 
be eaten by worms. How much nobler was 
it of thefe early people, to forbid the mang- 
Img of the corpfe, to jprefervc from the gnaw- 
ing of vermin, or the decays of putrefaftion, 
the hand 1^ which all>tbat was dear to them, 
bad been preferved : they continued the very 
perfon of me hero with his name, and gave a 
new light to the honours that were paid his 
jncmory. 

It would be endleis to enter into the diiqui- 
(ition of which of all the methods of burial 
t^at have been, or iihat.are. in ufe at this time^ 
among different people, is the moft honoura- 
ble .; fancy is in a great part to take the place 
of judgment in fucha determination ; but I 
ihall always hpnour that regard which was 
paid to the illuftrious of antiquity -at their fu- 
tien&Is. Cuftom has led us^ to imagine, devo* 

' ting 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



<77) 
ting the body we have loved to putrefeftion, 
the bcft method 5 the fccne is out of our fight* 
and we take care to piit it out of our memd- 
rfcs: but furdy there was fomethipg • much 
more noble in the pile that blazed to heaveh 
while itconfumed the corpfe, than in the Ik* 
tie hole that receives it, as we would put a 
dead dog out of the way, merely that ht 
might not be ofFenfive. The pyramids, the 
obelilks, the maufoleums that rife in the dif* 
fcrent parts of the earth, and that have now 
ftood the favagc of time To tong, that there h 
no faying to what 'period they will not ftand 
it, are honour^ to thofc who ereftcd,as much 
as to thofc who are depofitcd under them ; 
they are fo many teftimonics of the piety and 
Tcfpeft paid by the living to the illuftrious 
^ead ; ^but ftill to Hear, Under this lofty dome. 
Within this magnificent edifice, rot the re- 
mains of fuch a one, were liirely ill of a piece 
with the reft ;. the aflhes were preferved by tht 
ancient Romans, but furcly the Egyptians did 
.tnuch more when they prcfetved the nian. 

It has beert from the Jews that the Chrifti- 
an world learned the method of intcrnfient of 
the bodies of their anceftors in tombs and ca- 
tacombs. They had it from the Egyptians ; 
and it were well if they had copied their 
whole form of it. We ate riot to imagine 
that they embalmed and preferved all the 
bodies of their kindred in this manner ; the 
earth would not have found a place for them 5 
but the gt-eat, the illuftrious men, whofe 
£ 3 names 
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Aames would convey leflbns of greatnefi c£^ 
Ipirit, of piety to heaven, or of love to their 
country, might well claim that honour, which 
became the greater, in that it could not be 
uoiverfal. The expence was very great, and 
among the people who iet the world the ex- 
ample, the very doing it. was efteemed a fkr 
jcced office. Cutung the fiiefli was a neceffary 
part of the operation, and a perfon was de- 
puted to the performing this ; but fuch .was 
the regard they paid to the very inanimate bo- 
dies of thofe who had conferred fiich benefits 
en them, that it was the cuitom to beat and 
perfecute the man who had done this hape^ 
though -nece0ary office-, while, on tbe;Conr 
trary, thofe who wafhed the wounds witfe 
wine, who fprinkled in the Ipiccs, and ap- 
plied the prcferving ingredients, were held 
in a degree of honour approaching to that 
which would have been paid to men whp 
could have kept them alive. 

When the body was thus rendered incapable 
of putrefaftion or decay, it was rolled up in 
the fineft linen, and covered over all with a 
veftment, on which, in their way of writing 
by hieroglyphics, there were painted the great 
and good aftions of the immortalized hero, 
the rites of their religion, and emblems of his 
peculiar virtues : thefe are the now unintelli- 
gible figures with which we fee them cover- 
ed ; figures which I have always thought it 
would be pofTible to come to a better acquaint- 
ance with. The creatures of the ancient wprld 

arc 
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are known, and the defcribing the character 
by thofe lymbols was a language common ti> 
the whole world. 

When I am pleading for reviving the artf 
of embalming, you' are not to imagine that I 
plead for reviving the praAice of it withdiit 
the art. I have feen fincc I have been here* 
what is called enibalming at this time : dc* 
fend me, heaven, from the butdiery! Per- 
haps it was this objeft of contraft diat helped 
to fet the other preparation in fo fair a lighrto 
me. Inftead ot that general prefcrvatioft, and 
religious regard paid to the corpfe among the 
inventors of the art, I have feen the brain of 
a dead man torn out through his noftrils, the 
whole body cut down and aerofs, the fleflrfe* 
parated from the bones, the arms and logs 
hacked and mangled : but I forbear the dif- 
lafteful fubjeft. It were better even to roti 
and become the food of the moft hateHil v^- 
min, than to be prefcrved at Ae expcnce of 
fo much mangling. 

1 dp not know what you wlf fey to a cKt 
putation upon burying, in an account of the 
abbey of St. Genevieve v but I know you will 
take in good part what was meant to pleafe 
you. fr ♦ • 

LETTER Xm. 

YOU will-call my letters from Paris, a 
hiftory of churches: you muft take the 
accoums of what have moftpleafed me in the 
obfervations. The religious edifices in France, 
E 4 fo 
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io far as I iiave feen of it, contain the trea* 
toes ; and what is more to my purpofe, and, 
I flatter myfcif, to yours, the curiofities of the 
kingdom. It is not a wonder it jhould be 
fo in a nation wberie die church ]^4(4lttin)f9 
had fo exorbitant a power, and^fMn^re a iii- 
perilitious care of peoples* ibula( ^ at all 
tinies rendered their bodies flaves^jyqi; the in- 
ventors of that fupeiilition. Happy ^gland! 
where churchmen, are, though efteemed uie- 
ful, not made eflential to the moil if2f^rta(ir 
of all ^oncems^ where, as it is fuppbi(bd, a 
ipan. xxught be happy hereafter, though he 
. jDhould not have raitedcthem into a kind pf ie- 
<ondary deities^ They are content to be $s 
happy as the firft people, without aiming to 
fee greater. 

The royal abbey pf St. Germain is the next 
object that offers to my confideration. I can- 
not give it more praife, any more than I can 
pay it more regard, than it deferves. It is^t 
once of the number of the mcrfl auguft and the 
moft ancient edifices which chriftiani^ has to 
boaft in this early chriftian kingdom. 
^ I have obferved, with fome degree of in-^ 
dignation and regret, the art the French faints, 
or their patrons and fupporters, have l>ad of 
fupplanting one another in their honours. No- 
thing can be more to the glory of thefc digni- 
ties than the having edifices of worfhip dedi- 
cated to them, and perpetuating their names; 
yet nothing is fo frequent as their robbing one 
another of this title : there is hardly a church 
.^ in 
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HI France of any ftanding, Aat has not chan- 
ged its faint at one time or other, if hot more 
than once, fince its foundation. This is ail 
Inl^nce of it : I have already told you as 
much o£ VK0 or three others, and doiibt not 
but i fKaH of more. You will not be difplea- 
fed to hear the ftory of fo confider^lc an edi- 
fice as this. . 

Thi^'third fon of the great Clovis, Childi* 
bert, fucceeded him in this part of his domi- 
nions. .^ Chiidibcrt had the good fortune to re- 
movd^the feat of war, with his old enemies 
theVifigoths, from his owi) kingdom : he pur- 
fued them into the heart of Spain, and befieged 
Sar^offa, breathing nothing but vengeance 
' againft the breakers of treaties, and violatera 
of the peace and of the rights of nations. The 
city was devoted to deftruftion : the (bldiers 
Ikulked behind thofe ramparts which they 
were polled to defend •, and the fiery Childi- 
bert threatened very loudly on occafion erf" their 
refiftance. The city had often faved the 
churgh, it was now the bufinefs of the churcli 
to fave the city : what arms had failed in, pi* 
ety found it not difficult to effeft. When the 
commander could do nothing, the bilhc^ 
inarched into the adverfe camp ; he bribed 
the angry monarch to raife the fiege ; the 
price was, what? A piece of oak wood, af» 
ferted to have been part of the crofs on which 
our Saviour fuffered : and the tunic once worn 
by St Vincent, Could the heart of a goo'd 
catholic require more? The tnonarch * raiftd 
• • E 5 the 
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the ficgc; and on his return, in commemci- 
ration of the riches which he had brought in- 
to the city, founded this famous cloy^ler ; he 
dedicated it to the Holy Crofs and St. Vin- 
cent, and it was called after the faint and rei- 
lique for many ages. But at length Gcrnvmus, 
bilhop of Paris and abbot of the monaftery^ 
was buried there ; the crofs and the faint were 
at once divefted of their venerable habitation, 
.and from that day the name of the. edifice b 
St* Germain's, 

Yeu will be furprized to hear me fay, th^C 
the portal, or great entrance into the church, 
demanded many hours of mj, examination ; 
tio not be in hafte to condemn thofe who 
hare not celebrated it as a capital piece of ar- 
chitefture ; it is one of the pooreft of all the 
remains I have feen of the early Gothic ftyle : 
the ilru£tureis in general faulty beyond all cen- 
fure, and the ornaments barbarous to a degree 
of more than contempt ; but in the midft of 
this mdencfs it exhibits the only remaining 
monument in Paris of the Merovingian times. 
All that is left of the ancient ftrudure as the 
work of Childibert, is feen in this portal and 
the tower above it. The Normans, whep 
they deftroyed every thing about Paris, in the 
reign of Charles le Chauve, left only this of 
all that thiey met with of thofe ages. 

On this entrance ftand feven ftatues : Cle- 
vis and his queen Clotilda are two of them : 
the four following are their fons, Thierri, 
Clodamir, Quldibert, and Clotair the Firfl;^ 
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thc.fcvcnth is of Ultnigotha, wife of ChiMi* 
belt : two of thefe are more damaged than 
the others : on all the reft, and probably it 
was <mginally fb on thefe alfo, there is a glo- 
ry, or, as the virtuofi expre^ it, a nimbus, 
rouftd about the head, fuch as we fee round 
the heads of the figures and images of our 
Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and the Apoftles, 
done in the early days of chriftianity. It is 
hard to fay when this ornament came firft in* 
to ufe i in regard to the fcripture reprefenta- 
tions, it was evidently copied into them from 
the pagans, but with tnis referve, that the 
nimbus of the chriftian figures is made fimple, 
that of the pagans has the radii, or fun beams, 
ifiuing from it. The poets among the Ro- 
mans attributed it to the deities which th^ 
introduced into their poems ; Virgil talks <r 
Minerva nimbo effulgens : and their ftatuaries, ' 
as may be feen in the remains of their works, 
continued and extended their compliment to 
the emperors and heroes ; and from thefe it 
got upon their medals, and upon the coins of 
fopie of the eaftem emperors ; we fee it evi- 
dently round that of Juftin the Firft, Jufti- 
nian, Phocas, and others, as alfo on the Va- 
lentinian the Second in the filver difeus in the 
library at Geneva. 

The workmanfhip, to a man of any degreft 
of knowledge in the fculpture of thefe times, 
ihews itfclf to be of that period : the perfbns 
rcprcfented are not only known from niftory, 
init carry other marks of certainty as to that 
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particular; they have all of them faolls In 
their hands, and on thefe there ale tli^ temains 
of the name of the perfon ; this is legible oa 
ihofe of Clodamir and Clotair, in the reft it is 
more defaced. 0];ie is apt ax firft fight to be 
ftartled at the chlamys on the fhoulder^of Ck>- 
vis, and of an eagle which was formerly on the 
fummit of the fceptre. You are too well read 
in the French hiilory, indeed, to need the 
£xp||uiation ; but few woqki recollect thac 
thefe were confular ornam^ts, which he aiid 
his fon Childibert received, in compiimenCf 
from the emperor Anaftafius, who, you well 
know, had fear enough of them to m^e faim 
civil. None of the othm have any fceptres 
in their hands at all. This, to me, marks the 
exaA period of the fculpture ; it muit have 
been at that time when only Qoyis and Chil- 
dibert had'bec^ kingis of Paris, a dignity which 
took in that of monarch of the Franks. > 

There is an eighth llatue on this portal, buc 
it is of no alliance with thefe ; it is a venera- 
ble figure, trampling the devil under his feet : 
I am apt to believe it is St. Remi % certainly 'a 
is of fome bifliop. 

Th^r^ are not wanting tombs and nioau^ 
mcnts of thefe royal perfonages within the 
edifice : there ftand feveral on each fide the 
great altar, and one in the middle of the 
choir. But we are not toliften to the ilori^ 
that would rcprefent. thefe as of equal antiquity 
with the fUtues. That of queen Ferdegoud 
^ indeed the indelible charafters of thb 
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lime ; it is undoubcedfy original, and, by tte 
remaiiis, snodlated as Aey are, it muft have 
b^n an elegant ftruftuie. The body of the 
figure of the queen has been formed in moiaic, 
die hands aod &ce of filrer ; but the latter 
have been entirely, and the pieces which com- 
pofed the fenaer, partly ilolen off. She h^ 
a foeptre ; and what concurs in proof of the 
time c^ the work is her drefi, which is exaft- 
]y with that of the fiatues of Clodlda and UI- 
tragotha <^er the portal Remains truly ge« 
nuine always expkun one another. 

The reft, though there is much to miflead 
and deceive the eye c^ the obierver, are mo- 
dern. We know the ravage of the deftroying 
Normans; they defaced aH, but this, that 
were in the abbey. Thefe have indeed a face 
of antiquity ; the infcriprion is in Gothic char 
rafters, and they have hac} a look of age 
thrown on them by much art : but, excepting 
the Childibert, which is cc^ied from the por- 
tal, the faces and Bgures are the mere eSeO: 
of the fculptor^s fancy. The coins of thofe 
times, extant in the cabinets of the French 
virtuofi, though ftamped with heads, are too 
rude and coarfe ever to have been likenefles, 
or to furniih any thing to the ftatuanr. The 
tombs pretended to be of the fame time .with 
Ferdegoud's, or nearly, are indeed- much 
more moderns they were made about five 
centuries after the Nomun devallations, in 
the time of king Robert, and were depofited, 
till the middle of the laft century, in a vaulr 
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imdef the chuith* where they lay till theh^ 
covered with nd>biih, at which time other 
new ones were (libftituted in dieir rooin» and 
iet up in the choin 

There is fomething Angular in the inlcrip* 
tion on diat of Chlldibert ; the monks were 
too lazy to write one^ and have copied it ver- 
batim from one of the old French chronicles. 

I was fenfibly affected widi the repository 
made famous by the name of Cafimir ; it is a 
.maufolcum not inelegant, and in the higheft 
degree fplendid. It contains the heart of the 
Folifh king of diat name» and has its place 
in a chapel) which takes up one and of the 
crofsy and which is dedicated to St. Cafimir. 
You. know the ftoiy : the monarch abdicated 
his crown, and retired to France ; Lewis the 
Fourteenth would not have been wanting to 
encourage all the kings of the earth to do as 
much ; he bellowed this abbey, and many 
ether benefices, on the royal rcftigee. He is 
reprefented on the tomb, which is of black 
marble, offering his crown to our Saviour : he 
is in royal rob^ and on his knees. The in- 
icripcion is pompous and exaggerated; it 
makes him king of Sweden as well as Poland, 
a title to which he had no right ; and com- 
memorates fixceen battles won by his prowefs. 
We know how to laugh at fuch praife : fe^ 
fmlcbral Ues^ the bofy walls to grace^ have been 
famous in all times, and will continue a faftiion 
as long as there are pride and money among 
the defcendants, . There are trophies, and 
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misBjSgafesin fafia-relief, oft the fides of the 
inonuiiient, but ti>eie is nothing in the cxecu* 
don. 

G>yfevox has left an unludky objeft of 
compariibn |for this woiic of an unknown 
hand ; it is A^monument to the memory of 
an abbot of the monaftery^ of the illuftrious 
houfeofFurftembeiginGerinany* Itftands 
in a chapel dedicated to St Margaret, on d^ 
oppofite fide of the crofi : this has nc^hing of 
the magnificent fhew of CaOmtr'st but it is 
infinitely fuperior to it in the defign as well as 
execution* There is alfo another in the lame 
ckipel that gave me great pleafure ; it is ereft« 
ed to a father and bis ibai, the name Caftelan, 
both foldiers, and both loft in the field : Qi- 
rardon is the flatuary who cut the Jaft : the 
ftory is more interefting than that of the for- 
mer, but I do not think diere is at all more 
of the mafter in the workmanflitp. In a cha- 
pel behind the choir ax^ a couple of tombs, 
which gave me pleafure ; there is nothii^ in 
the work of them, but they record the virtues 
of two of our countrymen, an earl of Angus 
of the Douglas &mily, and his grand-f(m& 
they both alfo periihed in the field. 

The tomb of the eminent St. Germam 
ftands in a chapel near the entrance into the 
church I there is nothii^ remarkable about it, 
unlefs we will allow the report of the epitaph 
having been written by <Ihilperic the Second ; 
if it was fa, the Merovingian kings ha^vebectt 
injurjiou0y abufed as ilUt^ra^a . , 
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~ The fkcrifty is rich : among the treaftms 
of thefe places I think it feldom happens that 
the things moft efteemed, appear to me mod 
w(Mhy obfervation. You will elfewhere meet 
with acxounts enough of the ci|Cifix of folid 
g(dd embeMifhed, in properer m^rds iky load- 
ed, with getnS) and the reft of the pieces of 
intrinfic vahie*, what nioft ftruck me was a 
head of Adrian ; it is on an oriental fapphire^ 
an inta^ia, and I have hardly feen a more 
perfect piece of workmanfhip : it ftands in 
the centre of a crofs. I was ftrangely pleafed 
alio with a picture of aboiK three hundred and 
fifty years date ; it is of a William abbot of 
the houfe, attended by feveral others, paying 
their devotions to a dead Chrift. The pifture 
does not want its merit, but it is a fingiilarity 
in it that ka& fo greatly pleafed me : in the back 
ground there is a ipeprefentation of the princi- 
pal buildings in Paris at that rime, in their fi- 
tuation y which fhews that city vaftly difpro- 
portioned, even at fo late a period, in<:om- 
parifon of the pretended ancient grandeur, to 
what it is at that time. The abbey of St. 
.Germain's ftands id the midft of green fields, 
the Old Louvre appears in perfpeftive, juft as 
left by PhSip Auguftus, and fome other pub- 
lic buildings remote from the place in which 
they now make an immediate part. Remairts 
of this kiiid, when they are, as in this cafe, af- 
fured in point of the date, are vaftly more to 
'-be diepended on than the accounts which we 
«ineet with in writers of an ^fter-time, whom 

different 
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^ifiei^nt views msf reader partial, even wfaeie 
they are not mifguided by ignorance. 

I (hould have told you, that the library of 
St Genevieve is a very confiderabk one ; 
there are4iot fo few as fixty thoufimd votumcs 
. in it : but that of St Germain's is much mofe 
copious; ic is indeed inferior to few thin^of 
the kind in Europe. It takes up one enure 
wing of die cteyfter, and there is no room 
wafted. . There aremany antiquities of note 
in it, particularly a fmali model of the fanx)Cs 
WrelBers in the duke of Tufcany's gallery, 
and a Jupiter Berniludius/ whichr ai?e mafte^ly 
in the higheft degree. Among the^ manu- 
:&ripts dry ihew (he v&y.PMter ufed by 
Germanus, more cfaafi 4:welve hundred years 
ago: it is, in its kind, a very curious thing; 
^ title is in gold, the reft in fihrer letters, up« 
4x\ veUum. If i gave you a detail of all the 
things that are fhewn as curioikies in thefe 
places, ievery/ letter mvA be a volume ; but I 
^^are youand myieif : you hear of aH diatap* 
!pear to me to beib. ♦ ♦ f 

LETTER XIV. 

IHad never heard of the curioHties in the 
church of the Celeftins. The convent 
ftands near the Port St. Antoine, in a remote 
and iittle frequented part of Paris, and ftran- 
gersfeidom hear of it. After all that I have 
read of Paris, every thing there was new to 
me: it was by accident I ftumbled upon it, 
and I flatter myfetf an opportunity of meii- 
. tioning 
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jdoning to yoii nuny thinga as netr tcr ymr& 
they are tp me. 

The Celcftins arc d royal foundatkxi : be- 
fore the Val de Gras was ereded, the hearts 
of the royal &mily ufed to be depofited here, 
and people of the firft quality buried at it. 
There are a vaft number of fplendid and ele- 
gant monuments in it : .the moft confiderable 
e£ them are in a fide chapel on the right of 
die great altar. The duke of Orleans, who 
was brother to Charles the Sixth, built this 
chapel,, and it is continued uader the name of 
the family.. The fathes of this youth, for 
fuch he was when he erected it^ founded the 
convent: the accident which occafioned this 
$£t of piety in the prince was lingular and 
melaneholy. 

The queen dowser of Philip of Val<»$ 
gave a public mafijuerade on occafion of the 
marriage of one of her m^r of honour. The 
kingy her greai-grand*fon, .who had been 
newly recovered of a lunacy, which had |<mg 
affli<fbed him, appeared at the diverfion, in 
the habit of a wild man, attended by five 
young pcrlbns of the firft families^n the king^ 
Som, in the feme drefs. Their h^its Were 
made to fit them clofe in every part, and were 
€f linen, covered with: a kind of raw flax in 
fiuf|B, toi imitate hair, and fattened oh with 
pitch : the fix figjres were faftened to one an- 
other. The fingularity of their appeanwice 
diew the eyes of every body upon them- ?. and 
die young, duke of Orleans cxamimn^ them, 
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'witii a wdx lighc in his hwd, by feme ace^ 
dent the flax of one of their- habits took fire^ 
the flame in an inftant communicated to the 
reft, and, as they were faftened to one ano- 
ther, they could not feparate nor help them- 
ielves. The king was foon known, and the 
duchefs of Barr fayed him by covering him 
with her gown before the flames reached him, 
-but four of the others died of the burning. 
The king relapled on the inftant into his 
frenzy, and was never perfectly cured. The 
duke of Orleans, who had been, though m- 
nodently, the occafion of. the fatal cataftrophe, 
builc this chapel in the Celeftins, ia ^ aA of 
ibme palliation, and ordered perpetual maffea 
to be faid in it for the fouls of the unhappy. 
yiftims to his curiofity. 

One often fees blood as it were required for 
blood. The duke fell a little time after, by 
.the hands of aflf^ms, a viftim to the jealoufy 
between the royal branches of Orleans and 
Burgundy,.at that time contending for the ad* 
.miniftration. He was murdered in the Rue 
Barbette, as he returned one evening with a 
.few attendants from the iqueen's drawing 
room. John, duke of Burgundy took this af- 
Jaffination upon himfelf, aiid he foon after 
paid dearly for it ; but it has been fufpefted, 
and not without a (hew of r^afon, that queen 
Ifabel of Bavaria, wife oi Charles the Sixth, 
was too deeply concerned In it. Valentina of 
Milan,, his duchefi, that duchefs whofe fuc- 
.ceilion afterwards ciiufed fo n\gny wars^ foUr 
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citad joftfee againft the avowed audibr of thb 
murder, . the duke of Burgundy ; but though 
the dauphin^ the whole body of the clergy^ 
and the paf liament wefe for her ; and though 
(he folicited it with all the earneftnefs of the 
widow oi the worthiqfl: of mankind, (he foli* 
cited in vain. The criminal was too high for 
the lencence whkh his crime demanded. If 
the unhappy widoM^ could not obisiin juftice 
like, a wife, fhe did what was in her power j 
ihe died like one v file broke her heart. She 
Iks in the fame ^ave with her hulband, ia 
the middle of the chapel whkh he eredbed^ 
imder a nAagnificent tomb of black maible, 
don which are bddi their figuies, in the moft 
.^beaudftd fnow- white Carrara kind. Thefc 
lead to the obfcrvatiori of a yaft number of 
other nKMiuments, die greater part of theni 
the beft^works of tht bdt hands that France 
has known. I have fecn no-where fiich a fe- 
iries of exq»ifiie and finifhed pieces ; the de« 
^m am in general fine, and the exeanion at 
4>nce ipirited and laboured. The epitaphs gavte 
me alfo great pleaiure ; they have too much 
of that ilrain of flattery which runs chro^h 
^e French panegyric, but they fet the matter 
of monuments to the dead in a new light to 
me ; they gave me a kmd of fliccind: hiftory 
of the French for four or five ages, and ftamp^ 
ed it more firmly in my memory than the 
moft elaborate annalift could have done by his 
writings. Among the more confiderable of 
thefe, whether for the beauty of the work- 

manfhip, 
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manihip^ or for the elegance or importance of 
the infcriptjons, are that of the duke of Or- 
leans, father to Lewis the Twelfth ; this is 
the duke of Orleans who claimed the Mib- 
nefe in right of his grandmother Valenfina: 
his two brothers are alfo buried with him^ 
Angouleme and Vertu^ the firft aoceilor to 
Francis the Firft ; with many others of that 
time, or nearly that 

The hearts of Henry the Second and Cathe- 
rine de Medicis Ue in a poaq>ous and elegant 
manner; they are in a gilt urn^of exqui&te 
tafte, though fimple and not covered with a 
profbiion of ornament, fuj^rted by the Gra«% . 
ees excellently wrought in marble. My heart 
at once exulted and fhuddered in my boibm^ 
as I ftood g^ng on the urn in which is con* 
tained that of the great conftable Anne of 
Montmorenci; the infcripcbn commemorates 
his death in the battle of St. Dennis^ at the 
age of eighty, fighting for his religion.. No 
matter that he erred in his opinion, the a6tiof\ 
and the clofe of it made me wi(h he had been 
an EngUfliman : his body is at Montmorenci ; 
die urn which contains his heart is fupported 
by a wreathed column of the compofice order, 
and of excellent workmanfhip. 

An inicription, which I next read, made 
me blufh for my country ^ another fenfe* 
Why miift J wilh French i^glifli, while I am 
compelled to wifh one a£Uon of the greateft 
of our fovereigas French ? It is on the trian- 
gular pedeftal of a ^ column, on the top of 
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which blazes an urn with the hearts of their 
Francis the Second and Charles the Ninth r 
the inlcfiption tells in a noble and pathetic 
flyle, the murder of the dowager to that mo- 
ilarch, Mary queen of Scotland, by her rela- 
tion queen Elizabeth. 

The figures of the Chaliots, Philip and 
Henry, the firft an admiral in the French fer- 
vice, diftinguiflied by many honours, the 
other duke of Rohan^ are finely executed ; I 
have feen very few modem fculptures that 
have excelled them. Near thefe there (lands 
an obelilk, ftately and truly noble ; the cardi- 
nal virtues are reprefcnted in good work at the 
angles; three dukes of Longucville lie under 
it, the laft fell a youth in the paflage of the 
Rhine in 1672. They were all defcended 
from the famous Dennis, natural fon to 
Charles duke of Orleans : they all inherited 
the fpirit of their father. The male line end- 
ed in the laft of them. 

The remains of the great count de Brifac, 
Timoleon de Cofle, lie under a column orna- 
mented with bas-reliefs, but there are too ma* 
ny figures ; the workman had a better hand 
than head ; the execution is far from blame- 
able, but the defign is crowded. 
' The body of the church has the remains of 
a great numbe^f illuftrious pcrfons •, and 
even the windoy^pf the chapel of Orleans 
afford matter of attention ; they are orna- 
mented with the portraits of the feveral prin- 
ces 
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ces of that iiluftrious houfe from the life, and 
in the habnts of the times. 

When I mention the paintings of the win- 
dows, I am not to omit to tell you that the 
altar is decorated with a hiftory piece by Sal- 
viati ; and it- is one of his beft. I do not 
mean by Porta the fcholar of the true Salviati, 
who took his name, but by the Florentine 
Francifco. I do not know that I have heard 
your opinion of this painter : we have few of 
his pieces, at leaft few acknowledged to be 
his, in England ; though! have always taken 
fome that make a figure, and do honour to 
great names, at Houghton, to be his. 

You muft not underftand by this that I fet 
Salviati at the top of his profeffion. I think 
he wants the greateft of all the requifites, an 
devated genius. When I fee a piece excellent 
in the execution, but mean in the defign, I 
aim apt to fufpe^St it as Salviati's, though ano- 
ther name is to it. I do not imagine he 
wanted fiincy, he was on the contrary rather 
too luxuriant in it, but it was not of the great 
or the majeftic turn. The naked figures in 
this piece have an eafe and grace that would 
have done honour to almoft any painter ; the 
^ drapenes afeout the reft flow with a happy nc* 
gligence, and are not too cumbcrfome nor 
too glaring; the pifture isa^ifhed one, and 
I am apt to believe done in Jtyounger days. 
In more of his pieces one ira more of the 
manner of Bardinelli, in this there is a great 
deal of the ftyle of bis firft mafter Sarto :• but 

ftill 
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flail there is enough his own to convihcr, at 
fight, an accuftomed eye, to whom it belonged. 
. Anthony Peres, fecretary to Philip the Scr 
cpnd of Spain, and too fortunate a rival to his 
monarch, lies buried in the cloyfter: die . 
princels of Eboli had fmikd upon htm, and 
there was no fecurity from Philip's Vengeance 
but in the limits of another kingdom ; he 
fled to France, Henry the Fourth received 
and honoured him, and he fpent bis life under' 
bis proteftion. 

I have wondered at the ftory of a marfhal of 
France refigning that high honour for the 
bearing of the OriPamme banner : yoii re- 
member they tell us that Arnold d'Audcn- 
champ reiigned his baton as marfhal, for it^ 
in the time of Charles the Fifth. The ho- 
nour of this pod is ancient and great ; that is 
itot the only inftance that confirms it : they 
have in the library of this church a hiftory of 
that prince, their founder, finely illuminated. 
There is a beautiful miniature in this, repre- 
fenting the king prefenting this banner to a fi- 
gure in armour, who receives it on his knec% 
and a biftiop (lands behind the king, throw- 
ing in his benediftion. If this comn^cmorates 
fome other a<5l of the fame kind, it confirms 
the high' light in which it was always receiv- 
ed : if it reprcfents the delivering it to this 
very marflial, inliews the high light in which 
the honour was Reld, and countenances the 
relation of his giving up (b great a po&, %o en- 
joy it. There i^ another miniature i th e 
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fame book, of the unftion of that king and 
his queen by the archbiQiop of Rheitns j thia 
alfpjis very beautifully done. 

Do you.not itara at fuch art account as this 
of a place hardly known to our travellers, per- 
haps not. mentioned by any of them, . I was 
furprifed at the omiflioiiy but I have thought 
myfelf very happy in the accident that carried 
nic toit. * * ♦ • 

L E T T E R XV. 

I Continue my vifits ^ong the churches aticf 
. churchmen, and you muft continue to re- 
ceive the accounts of them: till I am tired of* 
ieeingt I (hall not iniaglne you tired of hear« 
ing what I have feen. l have laft vifitcd the • 
Great Jacobine§, the DominicaniJ of Rue St. 
jaques: they have exifted from the time of 
St. Lewiy. They haive been hpnpured with 
the remains of much royal blood : tliere are 
Gothic tombs, many of them full of work, 
foiiie very awful and majeftic, cre&cd to the 
memory of more than twenty princes of the 
families of Bourbon, Artois, Eureufe, and 
Alengort ^ the infcriptions over moft of them 
record the deaths of the pcrfonis, buried there, 
in battle, againft the Moors, the Plcnaings, or 
theEnglifh. 

I was affeftcd by the tomb of Humbert; 
the infcription calls him amplifflmus Humbertus: 
what muft be the real veneration for religion 
in that heart, for Humbert was above enthu- 
fiafm, which could prefer a cloyfter to a crown ? 

Vol. I, F The 
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yhc laft dauphin oif Vicnnois made a ydua^ 
.tary gnint pf his inheritance to Philip of Va- 

lois, cmbnwxd the. rules pf §t. Dominic, [and 
^died in this cloyfter. \What piuft be the true 

piety of that tn^ who preferred fL crpifm in 
rneavenrtothat of which jke was certain upon 
^^earth ; who preferred to the title of a king 

that of bifhop of jAJexwdrjay.re^^ifr/^^j iff* 
JUelimf 

" tt di4 <^^ o^^^c ^i^ ^^7 thingiarther in this 

Mfit th^t aflfefted me, and therefonc fhall not 

ffuppoft there was any thing.which would give 

jrou much pleafure in 4ie defcription ; I?ut k 

would be urujifttp the Frendi ftatuaries ooc 

fo mention dtome other of dietr worl^ in the 

monuments I have feen occafionally in places, 

.which fingly dici not iffprdjdie matter for ^ 

fetter to you. The.mpnunient of a madamc 

de Limoignou, in the church of St. Giles, .ia 

-the Carter of %. Dennis, is, I think, tlie 

mafter-piepe of a, very mafterly ftatuary^ Gi- 

«rdon : I think it is efteemed To ; certainly it 

.jexcejs aU ihaveleenof his. Jt is ah odd cii:- 

cumftance -recorded in the infcription, that 

^he body ^was kitended for burial in another 

.place, but the poor of this nei^hbourljood, to 

whom (hie had been a ^at benefaftrefs, feizcd 

<^on:it by force, ^and deppfited it here. 

Ypu h$jye been ^tpld of the Caryatides of 
<the Salle des Sijiffes, in the Old "Louvre ; the 
^me of Gongeau was immortalized for cut- 
ling of them« But thofe whp have been fa 
^ javi% 
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•JaviQi in the praife of thefe pieces, flioiiU 
vifit the old church of St. Magleoire heraj 
there is in it a tomb, ereded tooneBlondeau^ 
by the feme hand, and a much more mafterfy 
performance in its kind, than thofe celebratecL 
and defer^redly celebrated pieces. 

The Knights Templars, a noble order 
crulhed in a very fevcre and barbarous manner 
in France as well as in other places, by the con- 
trivances of Clement the Fifth, and there in 
particular by the means of his tool, Philip le 
Bel, have many venerable monuments in a 
church called, like ours, le Temple. The 
building covers a great fpace of ground, and 
has its privilege of Greening debtors, and 
Ibme other very confiderable ones. But the 
tombs have nothing very lingular or (biking. 
in them. 

Du Cange, author of the Byzantine Hifto^ 
ry, and HoufTaye the hiftorian, lie buried at 
St. Gervais -, the droll Scarron refts alfo under 
the fame roof: the great chancellor RiUiot is 
alfo buried there, and there is a very foperb 
maufoleum ere<5led near his remains ; but I 
am not greatly flruck with any part of the 
Workmanfliip of it. This is the chancellor 
who put the great feal to the repeal of the 
Edift of Nantes ; would it be poflible for you 
to imagine that a part of the mfcription, in« 
tended in the higheft degree to his honour,, 
fays that he expreffed hitnfelf in his dying 
moments, a£s parting with his breath with 
plcafiire, becaufe he had done that j. bccaufe, 
F « ^^ 
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in plain words, he had fet the feail to the HiaA 
facre of fo many thouland innocent and vir- 
tuous families ? What will not enthufiafm ef- 
feft when it has dotage to work upon ? 

The Jefuit*s Church makes a very pom- 
pous figure in the journals of our modern tra^ 
vellers ; you will be^pt to Wonder that it has 
yet made none in mine. That it is the fub- 
jeft of fo much common praife coight be 4 
fufficient reafon, but there is a much greater^ 
one that, while .it juftifies my filence on that 
head, will not excufe it on another. Notwith- 
ftanding all that you muft h'avte heard of the 
beauty of its architefture, and the richnefs of 
its decorations ; notwithftanding the immenfe 
and almoft incredible fums that have been ex- 
pended on it, it is indifputably one of the 
worft pieces of architefturein Europe, Tht 
decorations over the hearts of Lewis the Thir- 
teenth, the late king, and fome princes of 
Conde, are indeed fplendid to a great degree, 
And do not want the better recommendation as 
being works of tafte, but they fhould have 
been in a fitter place. 

St. Catharine's, in the Rue de la Couture, 
is as old as the reign of Philip Auguftus : he 
built it on occafion of the famous viftory of 
Bouvines, obtained by the courage of the 
Royal Archers. Two chancellors of France, 
Peter of Orgcmont, and Rene of Birague , 
have monuments here, but they are rather 
works of cxpence than tafte. That of the 
latter on? cannot indeed fo fairly judge of, ac 
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!^s time; its greet merit was in.thcbrafi: 
work^ which was mafly and highly finifbcd, 
as may be judged by the remains, little as 
fhey are : no ravaging Normans deftroyed the 
feft: -, the facrilege has been by the regular 
canons, and they excufe it by the intent ; the 
tomb has been (Iript of all its ornament in 
this metal, to be converted into a tabernacle 
ever the great altar. The confequence is too 
obvious to be dcfcribed. This is a praftice 
too common in religious communities ; and 
it is no wonder that it has in a great degree 
ftopped the mod honourable teftimonies which 
ean be paid to the virtues of the dead, by. 
thofe who had profited of them, . ' 

The famous and unfortunate duke of Bi- 
ron, once ambaffador from Henry the Fourth 
•o queen Elizabeth^ and iafcerwards beheaded 
in the fame reigi), is buried, but without a 
tomb, iri the parilh church of St. Paul, a 
ftruftureof great antiquity, butof little other, 
claim to attention. Nicot, ambaflador to 
Portugal in the fixteenth century, from whom 
the famous tobacco plant obtained its name 
Nicotiana, from his firft making it univerfalJy 
known in Europe, has a magnificent tomb in 
this church : there is alfo a very fine one over 
a duke of Noailles : Boileau the critic alfo lies 
here ;, and Manfard an architedt, to whom the 
French have, though erroneouily, attributed 
the invention of that fpecies of roof called 
the Manfarde, is alfo buried here. There 
arc alfo fome monuments of perfpns little 
F 3 . knowiv 
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known, decorated with fculptures which do* 
honour to the names of Cofevoxand Girardon. 
At the convent of the nuns of Ave Maria 
is die tomb of that duchefs of Retz, fo fa- 
mous for her literature, who, at the defire of 
Catherine de Medicis, anfwered the Polilb 
ambafladors, who c^me to demand the duke 
of Anjou for their king, in Latin, and, as it is 
recorded, in elegant Latin, Before the whole 
aflembly. The mother of the heroic prince 
of Co.nde, Charlotte tie la Tremouille, wife of 
Henry the Second of Bourlcau, lies alfo here^ 
but there is nothing particular in the monu- 
XQcnts. 

. I was fond of waiting an opportunity of 
feeing the abbey of St, Viftor ; it is only opett 
to ftrangers three days in a week. It is an 
antient building, founded by Lewis the Sixths 
The donor of their library, which is a gcod 
6ne» and a public, Henry de Boucher, is in- 
terred there ; as are alfo Santeuil the poetj^^and! 
the famous Lefct, firft prefident of the parlia- 
ment under Francis the Firft. This Claude 
Lefet is the perfon who managed the famoua 
procels for that monarch againft the conftable 
of Bourbon. SanteuiJ has always appeared to 
me a man of fuperior genius to maay of the 
French verfifiers of more founding names. I 
honour him for having gone out of the com- 
mon road in the exerting his talents. The 
firft thing in which he nnade a figure was not ' 
in French but Latin poetry. He was a regu- 
lar, and had talents' that would have railed 
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6m to greater honours than he evdr attained. 
He was reproached foj not having made his' 
v^ayCto them-,' and wfien the fuperior of the 
Koufii dicdj^ ; was folicited to ufe his endeavours ^ 
|6 futoeed him : he attempted, and he failed -^ • 
^ut ^ faid he was in the wrong to have tried;- 
^ Thofe, faid he*;, who would havie come to 
"'the gallowi, if they: had ebntinued in the 
*< world^ are'mcft fecure erf" conning to be' fu- 
^ pericnrshere; wewH^ogoonintheplamway 
^ of tilling our beads 2pd doing our duty,- 
*' havfe no chance ; we have nqfc. time for the 
*«:*neceffary means/^' /Though^^ 
Cfeed to the titular Kenours of hi^ order, he^ 
lived in great fame in his life-tinned and has 
S/t memorials that will continue it as long as 
feme of' the beft buildings in Paris ftand.^ 
The infcriptions on the fountains' of Paris are 
aff hisV I do not k'now^ whether you have met 
#ith that onlthe Notre 0artie brjdge ; if'not^ 
if will be a pkafure to you to fee my opinion 
confinnted byfo elegant a piece of verfifi^i^. 

Scquina* ojm pf imSm VeginsB alfebitur lirfai 
Tardat prascipites ambitiofus aquas 
Captus aftlore locicurfum oblivifciturancep^^ 
Quo fluat & duRes neftit in urbe moras, 
Hinc varios implerfs fluaufubcuhce canales*- 
Fons fieri gaudet qui mbdo-flumin craf. 

Sfo man had been matter of a readier wit, or 
happier fevcrity, than Santeuil in his earlier 
time of life. Dominic, the famous Harlequin 
c^> the Italian theatre, afcer fomeftrange free- 
F 4 doiii 
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tiom3 that pafle4 at a meeting with Santcui.I^ 
on the fbrmer*s demanding his name, anfwered* 
^ I am the Santcuil of the Italian theatre. 
" Faith (replted the prieft) If that be the cafe^ 
« I am the Dominic of St. Viftor's." He no 
inorefparedhis order than himfelf. Somebody 
had the ill manners to complain, in his com- 
pany, of having been cheated by a monk : 
people imagined the ablurdity would have 
been repaid with fome violent infult ; but San- 
teuil looked very grave, and afked him how 
long he had lived in Paris; on the other's 
anfwerirg him many years, Santcuil as gravely 
told him,- he was not to be pitied; *' The 
*• man (faid.he) who has lived many years in 
** a city where there are fo many monks, and 
** ische^tedby oneof them,delervesit. For 
•* the future. Sir, concluded he, . ever, while 
^ you liye here, beware of four things-, of 
** a woman before, of a mule behind, of a 
" cart fide-way, and of a monk every way/*. 

Toward the end of his life he forgot the 
idleneffcs of the beginning of it, and became 
as eminent for his piety as for his learning, 

Coyfevoxhas decorated the adjoining church 
of St, Pelagic with a very fuperb and finilhe;! 
monunfient : he was a modern of true tafte, 
and this U one of his fineft pieces.. It is to 
the memory of the chancellor Aligre, The 
families of Bignon and Argenfon have alfo 
fplendid monuments in this quarter, at St. Ni- 
cholas du Chardonnet. Le Brun alio lies here, 
irf a chapel, the defign of which was his own : 

- this 
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this tomb is by Coyfeyox, the othe^j arc by 
• Girardon ; they rival each other ; it is not 
cafy to fay which of them is moft exceHcnt. 
Le Brun's monument is not all that this church 
has to commemorate him : he has crefted 
himfelf a much nobler in fcveral paintings 
that embellilh. it. Here is particularly that 
excellent piece which recommended him to 
the favour and proteftion of queen Anne of 
Auftria, the patronefs of his fortunes, whofc 
tafte was fufficient to recommend whatever it 
approved, and whofe liberality gave him op- 
portunities of bellowing that time on his 
pieces afterwards, that was neceffary to make 
them what they were, his recommendation to 
the whole world. * * * 

LETTER XVI. 

1 Mentioned to you the paintings of Le 
Brun, his better monuments, in the church 
where he lies buried : his tomb is properly a 
monument to Coyfevox, who cut it ; his pic- 
tures will bean eternal monument to himlelf. 
1 have been ftudying them attentively : I do 
not think them equal to many others which 
he finifhed afterwards, and which are to be 
feen in Paris : but in thefe there are enough to' 
cpuntenance the favour fhewn him by his royal 
benefaftreis ; and, in juftice, it is more to her 
honour to have diftinguiflied a rifing, than a 
full grown genius. Shall I give you my fen- 
timents of Le Bmn? The French idolize hirii 5 
i have ^ways thought highly of Him, but 
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pf rhap 8 I am particular in my opinion : I . 
think he is not without his deficiencies, and 
even h:$ faults. My veneration of an artift 
for his excellencies, never fhuts my eyes againflr 
his iinp crfeftions : it is by ftodying thefe as^ 
well as his beauties, that we form a true idea 
of his charafter ; it is from the pointing out 
thefe as defcds in that charafter, that tholr 
who would emulate his excellencies have s 
-double leflbn from his faults. 

You have heaid me fay that I have thought 
meanly of. his landfcapes : the few we have of 
them in England could give me but an im- 
pcrfedt idea of his talents^ in this ftyle ; there 
are many in France^ and they all confirm tb^ 
judgment which they led metopafs upon him 
on this he^d. For the reft,. I think his ge- 
nius^ not only great,, but univerlal : he feemt 
to have had fxom nature ftrength of fa,ncy,. 
dignity rf conception, and every article ne- 
ceffary to Ac conftituting a matter in the hf- • 
ftory ftyle. I have reverenced Vonette for 
having given him the rudiments of the arr,. 
though I think I can trace, even in his beft 
pieces, miftakcs in point of colouring \i^hich 
he fcems to have imbibed in that early period^ 
and never to have been able to qitlt. Seguier, 
who fent him with a handfome allowance t^ 
Rome to prolecjote his ftudits, and who con- 
tinued it to him ^veral years, has at once 
done himfdf and his country honour by his 
leell^placed liberality. 
JMany of the prime piAores la the church 

©f 
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ef Notre Dame arc by his hand ; they weitf 
the firft efforts of hi* pencil, after his return 
from Rome, and they promife alT that fol- 
lowed from it. Thefe recommended him to 
the noblefle, at the fame time that his great 
patroneis did every thing to pulh hi^ fortune ; 
and the pieces which he left at their fcveral 

Soufcs foon fpread his reputation throughout- 
le kingdom. Colbert heard of him ;- Col- 
bert, who never once failed of his good offices - 
where real merit claimed them, recommended '' 
Bim to the French monarch, who made him^ 
his principal painter, eiinobled him,^ and gave- 
him the order of St. Michaeli 

The plcafure with which I ftudiod the pic^^ 
cures in the church where he- is buried, led me;^ 
though out of time, and out of the rule and>^ 
order of my obfervations, to Verlailles. V 
was impatient to fee the greateft wbrks oFa^^ 
mafter, whofeleffer had given me fuch high^ 
fatisfaftion. I faw the cielings of- the gallery/ 
and gfeat (lair-cafe -, they gave tut the higheft j 
ideaat once of his gemus and execution. I^ 
&W- hi& five noble pieces of- Alexander's bat- 
tles-, their magnificence anfwers to ^a fub- 
jcfl: ; they are the moft pompous and the moft^ 
fpirited paintings I^ave feen : all the worldhave - 
feen the prints of them, but thefe, though ex- 
cellent in their kind-, are dead and pahry^^^ 
when compared to the original; The defiga 
in thefe is'atonceavqguftatidjudicioasv there- 
is a^ftrength of imagination, tempered vrirk^ 
Judgmei^'wii^i^afrimcit^idw^ thepalfionsy^ 
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•nd convinces the judgment. The exprelBcn 
is ftrong and deficate ; the attitudes are hap- 
pier than I think in any thing I have feen 5 
>nd there is a grace and eafe in the difpofition 
€>f the draperies that charms pne. While 
thefe pieces invite a nearer view, they are 
formed for bearing it ; they improve upon 
the ftrifteft examination : the painter has ftu- 
died them fo carefully, that they will rife upon 
the ftudy of thofe who attend to them with, 
fhe greateft circumfpeftion 5 and it is no little 
part of their praife, that they will pleafe thofe 
moft, whom it is an honour to pleafe. I think 
them equal in thefe refpedls to any thing I have 
fefen ; but while I allow the painter all his 
praife, let me be as free with his imperfeftions. 
There is an harlhnefs in the colouring that by 
po means agrees with the delicacy of the de- 
lign ; and to me, who have ftudied Titian, 
the light and (hadows appear far from happily 
-^iftributed. I think I can fee where this fingle 
circunlftance would have added infinitely to 
the fpirit of the pieces. It is almoft blafphemy 
to fpeak thus of Le Brun*s Alexander in France, 
but it will be read in England* 

But I did not fit down to give you a biftory 
lof Le Bryn, though I intended my free fenfe 
of his merit and of his defefts. At St. 
Etienne du Mont I faw the monuments of Vi* 
genore, Pafchal, and H^cine, all good one?.- 
i vasfurprized with the infcription Qn another^ 
crcftcd to Sueuf the paintci, in Which he is 
fiikd C^c French; Rsfih^l I .bid f^eo two or 

three 
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three of Sueur's pieces, but without much either 
approbation or cenfure. I could not but en- 
quire, on feeing this pompous charafter, where 
I might meet with more of them. Indeed I 
have been aftonifhed ; I do not know that I 
ever faw fuch a mixture of greatneft and of 
real glaring faults as in them all. I do not 
know in what words to fpeak of a man, who 
is So unequal, not in his feveral pieces, but in 
the fame -, and that not m one, but in every 
one. His tafte in defigh is unexceptionable, 
and this is fo very effential, fo capital a part 
of the charafter of a great painter, that the 
allowing it is fetting nim at once very far 
above mediocrity. Would you believe it, 
that in every piece of the fame man*s there il 
this mafterly perfeftioh, and at the fame time 
that every thing is tawdry and jejune in his' 
. productions : his draperies are always harlii 
and ftiff, and his naked bodies are imperfedj: 
in the difpofition of the mufcles. ' He has no 
great merit in his difpofition of lights an^ 
fhadows : his colouring is bold, but it is not 
free : there is too much ftrcngth in proportion 
to the defign. The attitudes are always no- 
ble, and the expreflions in his countenances 
great. What Ihall we fay of fi;ch a mixture 
of the elegancies and the defefts of painting; 
he excelled in the greateft and moft difficyft 
.articles of his profeffion, and he failed in thole 
which, though not trivial, are lefs important. 
He pctts mt m mind of the charafter of De- 
liu^hjsaes the oj^tofj^ fuperiof to all that had 

been 
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been before, or that have followed Kim, fit 
the greaft* qualifications for his profeflion, un-* 
rivalled in the pathetic and the fublime ; and" 
yet low and even contemptible in his merri* 
ments, faulty in hiff defirripttons of the man^ 
ners, confined and fl-eril in his didHon', feme- 
times low, often inelegant, almoft alwaysr 
Rarfti and rough. Do not cry out upon fuch a 
charafter of the greateft orator that ever lived : 
I; who give it him, allovrhim- to be fuch: 
I think luong^nus will countenance me in the 
cenfures; but with Longinus, let me acknow*- 
ledge that all the perfeft orators- of his, or of 
any other time, are poor and fangoid in com* 
parifbn of hdm ; that his divine qualities bury 
in darknefs all his imperfections ; that they 
fecm fo many precious gifts which he received 
from heaven; and thar^ though uncultivated 
and above ornament,, theyhave rendered him 
iipmortal. 

When I tell you that I have drawn up th;s 
charafter of the Grecian orator only as a pa«- 
tallel to that of the French painter,;you wiU^ 
allow, that, with; all his faults, Sueur deferves,* 
in fome degree,, the name of this country*s 
Raphael His great qualities' are furprifingy, 
and he feems to me to havedcfpifed, as much 
as the orator, alhthofe little niceties by which 
fuch as wanted his fire and genius, were ne^ 
celTitated ta court' the applau& of their co? 
temporaries. 

Scaevola, St B&nhe, and Du Chefne, hi- 
ftorians of common raali^ ^ together at Su 

(Severin**i 
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Severin's ; and in the church-yard there is a 
tomb crefted to count Enno of Eaft-Friezland ^ 
a fanrwly fince raifed to the rank of princes. 
At the Mathuwns I faw the tombs of Gaguin, 
author of the annals of France ; of Sacro Bot 
ca, eminent in aflIr«nomy» At St. Benair^ lie 
Cillery the femous chancellor, Perrault the 
more famous archked*, to whofe genias the 
French owe the fafade of the Louvre^ the eb- 
fcrvatory, and their edition of Vitruvius; 
Andrian the engraver, VaiHantthe engraver, 
and many other celebrated names : the mona- 
ments are all covered with infcriptions too 
pompous^ but with their foundation in known 
truths. 

At the Carmelite Nuns Key the celebrated 
Varfflas, an biftorian whom you know I have 
always at once honoured and delpifed ; Thu- 
cydrdcs has hardly more elegance in hisftyle, 
but truth and he were no intimate acquaintance. 
He confidered the province of an hiftorian as 
valuaWc for furnilhing a man with an oppor- 
tunity of faying fine things ; and he would at 
any time alter his ftory to give himfelf the 
means of telling it with a bietter grace* He 
tnight have remembered that Livy found the 
way to be ftifficiently efegant and ^irited, 
"without deviating from the faft. 

The church of the monaftery of the Va| 

,c[e Grace was founded by Anne of Auttria, 

mother to Lewis the Fourteenth : the occafion 

of this aft of devotion was the birth of *that 

prince, ^ a time whis} flie had been married 

tWQ 
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iwo and twenty years. The edifice is elegant 
and. noble, the cupola is a very grand one, and 
the high altar decorated at a great expence^ 
and with high tafte : over the portal is an in- 
fcription, 

Jesu Nascenti ViRGj^NiCiyE Matri. 
The whole church is, as it were, a maufoleum 
for the hearts of the princes of the roy^l 
blood of France^ viho h^ve died in this and 
the lafl: century ; among the reft is that of 
Henrietta-Anne Stuart, daughter to king 
, Charles th^ Firft, from whom are delcended, 
\>y th-^ mothers, the prefent kings- of France 
and Sardinia, and the prince of Afturias. 

You have often heard me mention Girardon 
the fculptpr i 1 think him one of the greateft 
among the moderns. I thought greatly of 
him when I had feen the famous works which 
i have mentioned -, I did not know how high 
I was to carry my regard for him till I faw the 
Sorbonnp. Richlieu, who rellored the decays 
ing houfe, and made himfelf in every fenie 
it3 greateft beqefaftor, is buried there, and 
oy^t the v^ult is a piece of fculpture, froni 
this h^nd. . He is indeed a matter j there is 
ja, fpftnefs and delicacy in his finilhing, whic$ 
inoft happily fets off the dignity of his de- 
fign. If the monument be one of the befi, 
the epitaph is one of the worft modern pro- 
duftions I have feen. You heard me all along 
cenfure the French for the extravagance of 
thejir praifes to the dead, but this is beyond a^l 
iComjparifon, it out gaijpg^ Oafcony. He is 

extolled 
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extolled to the heavens for his virtues, and, 
anriong the refl:^ for his humanity and humi- 
lity ; does this become the tomb of that man, 
to whofe cruelty and ambition, to whofe 
fometimes wanton cruelty and mad ambition, 
fo many virtuous, fo many great, fo niany 
illuftrious perfons •fell facrifices. He had in- 
deed been the patron of the houfe, and the 
fathers h^ve well paid him back his favours, if 
praife could do it. The foundation of this 
college was by Robert de Sorbon, a canon of 
the church at Paris, and almoner to St. Lewis j 
it is one of the oldeft as well as the moft emi- 
tient of thie Paris untverfity. Robert founded 
it in 1252, but he left it a mean ftrufture : 
llichlieu rebuilt it in a tafte equal to hi< owa 
ambition. The church is a ftrufture of great 
beauty -, the donie is well proportioned, and 
l^he four towers ftand in an excellent order and 
f rue tafte : the pillars within are of the Corin* 
thian order, and images of the apoftles ar^ji 
angels are placed in the niches between them,. 
The painting of the dome are good. There 
are fix marble pillars of the Corinthian order, 
with their bafcs and chapiters gilt, and a cru- 
cifix of white marble, one of the beft pieces 
6f workmanfhip of its kind I have feen. 

The tornb which does fo much honour to 
Girardon, is over the vault iji which the body 
lies buried, in the middle of the choir. The 
cardinal is a fine and truly elegant figure: he 
is reprefented feeble, languid, and in a re- 
cjining pofture s religion, an elegant fculp- 

ture. 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



(tu) : 

turf, fiipportt the fainting hch), and the^ 
Ibiences, finely exprefled, are weeping at his? 
fbct: This 13 not the only honour done the 
cardinal by the grJVtcfDl doctors '^-his piftUre^- 
finely execmed, ftands at one end of the li-^ 
Urary, and his buft in bfafs at the other; ' 

Thuanu« Key at thfe St Andre des Acrcsr^-' 
and near tem hi^ twofons, one of them ar 
martyr to therefefitment of-Richlien ; - helcrfl^ 
his head at Lyons, The valiant prince of 
Conn, afterwards king of Boland, lies in thp 
lame church. 

Philip -de Cbmincs^ otte of 'the* gr^atcft^ 
ftatelhien and hiftorians that evfer the Fr^ncfe; 
knew, doodled 80 obTcuFity in death as well^ 
IS during^ his- Jlfe,^ lies buried ar the 6ra*nd»^' 
Auf^Ins, ift a little obfcure chapel rarely^ 
dpened; with Kim his wife and daughter^^^ 
Lewis the Twelfth^ wk^ interdls he efpoufed- 
with a very^unGomliK>n warmth^iind on whofo]* 
account He fufitped a^reat deal in the*Feign of/ 
€harks the Eighth^ forgot him 4n his profpc^; 
rity •,; he lived in poverty and retirement, and^ 
died as he had KVed. Pibrac, ifirlibfe elbquence> 
had faved him frbm the vengeance of the* 
P6les, wheft the duke of'Anjouy whom he 
attended to their catlntry^^and who was ele6ted' 
their king,' ftoleav^y ignominiouflyyto take* 
^oflbflion of the crown of F*rance,^ upon his? 
brother's deathiJies • near the great altar : and^ 
in the fame church the famous &ipin,. coun- 
Itellor of parliament, who, notwfthftanding, 
the cfiarafter of ambafiudor from Charfes the- 
^ Nimhy 
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Ninth, was hailged by the Huguenot garriibii^ 
ol Orleans, who intercepted him. 

At the church of the College des Quatrc 
Nations, ftands a magnificent tomb of Ma- 
zarin ; it is a ftately and a fine piece of work- 
inaalbip ; but it is like a good piAure feen in < 
an ill iight, it is not placed to the advantage 
it might be : and to the general obfervation^ 
riie fculptor lofesby this accident much of the 
credit he deferves for the execution. 

You will fay I have been fond of fepulchral 
hiftory ; would not any man be as much,who, 
after reading the ftories of our heroes and li- 
terati, fhould fall upon their monuments in 
the Abbey. There is fbmething of an aw- 
ful ratisfa£lk)n in treading upon the pave« 
inents that Entomb the perfons whofe names 
ind charadcrs we have been ufed to read with 
veneration v it is like the claSiC fcholar, who 
had been ufed to read of the Tiber and the 
MinciuS) who had been, ufed to the names of 
Virgil and the reft of thole immortals cele- 
brated by others, and more celebrated by 
their own works, vifiting the ground where 
they once trod, and tracing the rivers which 
murmur in their fohgs, and gazing upon the 
little tombs that hold the remains of thofe 
whofe names have filled the world. But I 
Kave done ; if you have but a frnall fpark 
©f tlut fire of veneration with which I regard 
the illuftrious dead> yoa have not thought me 
iediou5» m * 9 ' 

^ LET- 
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LETTER XVir. 

THE churches of Paris are not more 
magnificenc than are the palaces ; thefe 
and the hotels of the nobility are numerous 
beyond what any one, who has not bccii on 
tne fpbty can conceive •, it is in thefe inaeed 
thj^t the grandeur of Paris principally confifts. 
The detail of the whole nuniber were endlefsv 
there arc three which eclipfe all the reft, the 
Louvre, the Tuillcries, - and Luxemburg 5. 
thefe there is no palling without fome notice, 
and notwithflanding the many who have 
wrote accounts of them, I have ftill ken 
cnop^h in the firft to juffify a letter from one 
who IS an enemy to the faying that which haa 
Ijeen faid before j and I doubt not of as mucly 
matter of new curiofity in regard to the others^ 
Tne Louvre and Tuillcries belong to the 
crown, the other is in the pofTeflioii of the 
houft of Orleans. 

The origin of the Louvre is of very early 
^ate; in fome old draughts of Paris we fee it 
designed as builr by Philip Aoguftusj- it con- 
fifted ar that time of feveral ranges of build- 
ings, fufficiently fpacious, and graced in the 
old Gothic ftyk, and feparated at regular dt- 
ftances by towers. There were ten or twelve 
of thefe, and they ferved for different pur- 
pofes ; oneof thenTwasaftateprifon, it con- 
tinued fo a long time, and was the refidence' 
of many illuftrious captives and prifoners of 
ftate 5 Philip Auguftus confined in it Ferdi- 

1 nand 
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jRand count of Flanders, taken at the battle of 
Bovines ; and Philip le Bel fent to it two othef 
earls of that title, Gui Dampierre and Louis 
le Male, John the Fourth, duke of Britany, 
was fent thither by Philip of Valois ; and 
Charles king of Navarre, by king John, for 
the murder of Charles of Spain, at that time 
conftable of France. • The duke of Alenfon 
alfo here fubmitted to the pleafure of Lewis 
«he Eleventh. This (ketch of the ufe that 
lias been made of the, towers of the Old 
Louvre, may give you fome idea of its du,- 
•rapon. The royal treafury was in another 
of thefe towers, and in a third the library* 
You will fmile at a royal library confiding of 
feven hundred books ; but fuch was this, and 
it was efteemed a very rich one : printing was 
not at that time known. This curious collec- 
tion remained as Charles the Fifth had left ir, 
till it was plundered by the Englifh, and the 
books carried away under the duke of Bed* 
ford's regency. 

Lewis the Twelfth began the firft ialterations 
in the building. Serlio and Primaticcio had 
the conduft of the work, and were both ma- 
ilers in architefture ; but the advances were 
flow during this whole reign. In that of his 
fucceflbr, who had tafte and magnificence in 
his difpoGtion, and who had at once improved 
his knowledge, and given a new fire to his 
ambition in the work, by his expeditions into 
Italy ; famous as thefe have rendered the city 
of Paris, by the plans and defigns in its favour, 

^^ which 
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which were laid by that monarch, the Fcench 
paid very dear for the imported caflii^V the 
expeditions under which it bad been obtained 
were fatal to him, and in a great meafure to 
his kingdom. 

The laft kings of the Valob race were the 
ions of Catherine de Medicis : whatever may 
have been the blemifbes in the general cha< 
rafter of this princefs, (he inherited from her 
anceftors a fpirit of patronizing arts and Ici- 
ences, and flie propagated it through her po- 
fterity ; fhe fpirited up her hulband, and flic 
early infpired her ions with an ambition of 
making the place of their refidence worthy 
the monarchs of fo vaft and fb flourifliing a 
kingdom. Charles the Ninth concurred moft 
simply of all her fons in this plan, and in his 
time what is now called the Old Louvre was 
brought to feme degree of perfeftion. 
' In the reign of Henry the Fourth there it 
great reafon to believe this and many other 
works of the iame kind would have been highly 
advanced, but the unfortunate death of chat 
monarch put a flop to all. From this time 
the fucceflbrs in the throne have beeh upon 
new fchemes^ and Lewis the Fourteenth^ tho* 
he hated Parb, yet, at the inftigation of M. 
Colbert, fet about a new Louvre, a grand 
and magnificent piece of architedure, worthy 
the name of fuch a monarch. The chevalier 
Bernini had thedireftioh of the archircfturc ; 
and had it been finifhed according to the ori- 
ginal dcfign, ic were not too much to fkj 
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tliat it vWQuIfl ^rcd all the ftrudures of the 
4^nown world. There are only two fides joF 

it completed, and, according to the prelcnt 
iface of the tinges, there is no great prohibili^ 
.of its being carried any farrtber^ 

* The attention of the world of travellers li 
tfo taken up by this new building, thatdiey 
J pay no regard to the old^ give.pe Icavci on 
the plan of examining what orfi«tt fcave nc- 
^lecSed, to take fome notice oftjieold one. 

The guard-roomt or Salle des rcentSqiflc^ 
:is a vcry.ojagnificent roon^, the proportions 
;ftreju(f, and'^he whole nobly executed j the 
ibafcohy in thisTOomj-fupported by four cary-^;'? 
^atides of adqiirable workmanihip, is luppofed^ 
andjuftjy, an excellent piece of worn. Ihis 
jhall was built by Catherioe de M^icis, as a 
; ball room : no prince(s everdudied the enter* 
tainment of tl^e men of fafbion more than 
;this ; flie wojjld procure for them rather than 
they ihould want avocations of that kind, as 
is notorioufly inftanced in the ftoiy of ma- 
damoifelle Limueil, of the iUaftrk>us houlc 
of Auvergne, who, in confe^uenccof an in- 
trigue into which -(he ledjier with the prince 
. of Conc^e, had a child in her majefty*s own 
.palace. She did not deCire the people of Jio* 
Hour and intereft: ftquld trouble chemfelves 
.with affkirs.of government and one of her 
deep artifices was the leading them off from 
fuch thoughts by pleafures. See the upright 
jplan of the prefent Britilh government, in 
jCQmparifon of thas artful and deftruAive ad- 
A miniftratjon^ 
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miniftration. Confcious that their condu^ 
will bear the infpeflion of all eyes, and aflu*' 
red that tobe uhderftood will be to be praifed^ 
they arc hot, like the defigning Catherine, 
prompting the people to luxury and diffipa- 
tion i but prohibiting the numerous entertaia^ 
ments, as contrary to the genius of a virtuous, • 
deftrudiveof the fpirit of an induftrious nation. 
Romanelli has immortalifed himfelf by 
fome paintings in the Old Louvre : they ard 
in freico, and are principally in the apart^ 
n>ent that belonged to queen Anne of Auftria, 
and in the gallery of Apollo. It Was not 
without reafon that Romanelli was tht great 
favourite of his great maft^r. Cortanec had 
the genius of painting in him enough to fee 
the dawn of it. in another •, he law the prin-* 
ciples of it in the young Italian, and he fig- 
nalized him accordingly, by his favour* 
They tell me that at Rome I (hall fee mucK 
gner w^orks of his genius ; thefc in the Louvre 
were fome of his earlieft effays, but they (hew 
more than the promifes of an exalted genius. 
The judicious corredlnels in the defign, the 
noble freedom of the figures, and the gracc-r 
fuleafeof the habits, diftinguifh him at once 
to the judicious and to the un{tudied» Cor« 
tanee has the honour of introducing what waji 
at that time called the new ftyle in painting, 
in oppofition to what had been the cuftom and 
manner of his predcceffors. Romanelli, of 
all his fcholars, was the only one who follow- 
ed him in this plan i he perfcdly underftood « 
V ^ hxm, 
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him ; he not only copied his manner, but he. 
entered into his reafons, and thcfe pieces arc 
not the only proof of it. 

There is a difpute concerning the fafjade of 
the New Louvre, who has right to the ho- 
nour of the defignj it falls between Bernini 
and Perraulti it is generally given to the lat- 
ter ; but thofe who are acquainted with both 
^xheir characters, and examine the ttru6lurc 
without prejudice, will be apt to give it to 
the former. Perrault may, nay he fecms to 
have done nmchinit; but the defign has all 
the face of one of Bernini. Be it as it will, 
there is nothing in France equal to it in mag- / 
nificcncc or in elegance •, the delicate and the; 
grand arc ib happily combined in it, that it \% 
not poflible to fay which has the greater (h^e 
in the whole. The middle confifts of tWo 



^eriftylium io the 
lave a comi^iuni- 



long and open carridors, a 
antient Greek tafte ; thefe 
cation by means of a grand pavillion j:n the 
centre, which projcfts confiderably, ;ind has 
in it a noble and bold efFe<5b. At each angle 
there are alfo two other pavilHons. The 
length of this edifice is not lefsthan five hun- 
dred and fifty feet, and the coupled pillars and 
piilaftcrs whfch range the whole length of it, .. 
are of thc^ Corinthian order ; th6y are the 
moft elegant modem pieces of the kind that 
I have-fccn ; the proportion is exaft in them, 
and they are firiilhed with an accuracy and 
elegance that pleafes and aftoniflies even thofe 
who have not opportunities of entering into 
Vot. I* G their 
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their real beauties. I do not know where I 
have been fo much pleafed with a piece of 
^rchitefture as when I firft threw my eyes on 
this. The two uppermoft Hones of the pedi- 
ment are each of them fifty-four feet longj, 
and eight broad, and not more than eighteen 
inches thick : when I recoiled the great things 
that have been faid on the raifmg and ereding 
the obclifk before St, Peter at Rome, an ex» 
ploit by which the namcot Fpntana is immor- 
talized, and the contrivance of which takes 
up a folio volume in the reprefentation, I 
think fome honour is due to the unknown and 
unnamed French carpenter who invented and 
\ worked the machine for raifing thofe ftones to 

{he height of one hundred and thirty-eight 
feet. They are cut out of the fame block in 
th); quarries at Mendon, and are placed entire. 
. A (tranger lanients the want of a due open* 
ing Wore this faf^ade, but the people of Pa« 
ris ar^ ufed to it, and do not regard it^ tho* 
it robsl their city of one of its greateft orna- 
ments ; ^the remedy is cafy, and what appears 
more proVpklng, is in the power of thofe 
who are mbft naturally interefted in the bring- 
ing it about ; but the Louvre is unfinifhed, 
and at prefent there is no other fign than its 
continuing fo. 

A ftriinger in France is naturally furprifed 
at that inordinate effufion of panegyric on 
the monarchs of the kingdom, and beyond 
all on the late one, Lewis the Fourteenth. 
The walls of churches are full of them ; the 

gates 
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gates of -the town feemercfted to give a con- 
ipicuous place to them ; the innumcrables fta- 
tues are fo many moreoccafions, and the me- 
dals ftruck in commemoration of every event 
of any degree of importance, in which it 
was ppffible to introduce him as concerned; 
are loaded with them. Men who have ge« 
fiius, hare generally with it fome candour^, 
fbme modefty, fome regard to decency as 
well as truth t but it is furpriling that thefe 
are all in the fame ftrain ; they arc at once 
romantic and elegant, at once fulfbme and 
delicate ; when one fees the Louvre this is 
explained: thcfe trophies are not in France as 
with us, left at laj^e ; nor is^vcry fool, who 
has had a place, at Kberty to daub and fcan- 
dalize the monarch or the patron whom he 
means to celebrate. Alexander of Greece 
allowed but one ftatuary to cut his figure ; the 
Alexander of France eftablifhed an academy, 
to whom was to be referred all that was on 
ftone or brafs to render him immortal. This 
academy has an apartment in the Louvre ; the 
room in which they hold their meetings iar 
large and elegant \ there are many good paint- 
ings in it, and, as they take cognizance of all 
matters relating to antiquity, there are in it 
ibme remains of Greece and Rome of no in- 
conliderable kind. 

You will eafily recolteft a tranfcrjpt, but 

it is a very florenly, inaccurate, and imper* 

fe6t one, that Spon gives of an infcription 

which he iaw at Athens, containing the name^ 

<iz of 
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oF the fcvcral Athenian warriors who had 
fallen in the field in xicfence of the liberties 
of Greece •, it is at this time in the apartment 
x>f this academy : Gui Patin, in his journey 
to the Levant, purchafed and brought it over 
with him. I fpent one hojjr in contemplating 
the venerable relick: they are two tables 00^ 
cval with Cimon and Themiftocles^ nearly 
five hundred years older than from the birtk 
of Chrift \ they about anfwer in point q€ 
rime to the Chronicon Graecum among the 
Arundelian marbles. The names are divided 
into tribeS;, and were probably not done all ac 
the fame time; evidently by the differences 
in the charaiter, not by the fame hand. 

It gives one at once an idea of- the pru- 
dence, the gratitude, and the generofity of 
that people 5 they at once perpetuated the 
fefijeof thofe whom they had loft, and in* 
fpired others to follow their example. It was 
a noble pride that dwelt in the bofoms of thofe 
^ people-; there was nothing they would not 
do to fecure a name. The tides of which 
they were ambitious werethofe^of worthy ra»- 
ther than of great men, in our fenfe of the 
word; the hope of pofterity feeing their 
names onfuch a ftone, would do more with 
them than an iitimediate bribe with our dege- 
nerate fons. No man knew then: character 
better than Xenqphon, and he has left them 
an eternal monument in his defcription of it 
to themfelvess ^' You look on labour (fays 
he foroewhere, I well remember the paffage) 
*' as the only thingthat can lead you to a 

"happy 
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^ happy life -, but what is a much greater 
♦* honour to you, what much more becomesr 
*• you as a warlike people, you are not fo 
** fenfibly afFeded with any thing as with 
^ praife." A crown of parfley could give 
them as much pleafure as a ribbond or a ftar 
die prefent men of eminence \ and their coun- 
try made chemfelves great, . as well as the in- 
dividuals happy, while they, kept up the fpi« 
fit of this difintcrcfted glory. The irtfcrip- 
tton at the top of the fird column, which con- 
tmins a lift of thofe of one tribe, has all the 
fpirit and fimplicity of the times. Thefe arc 
die heroes of the Eredhean tribe, who fell 
in battle in -Cyprus, in Egypt, in Phoenicia^ 
m th^ country of the Halyans, and in ^Slgina. 

The reft of this new part of the Louvre is 
taken up by a number of academies, eftablilhed 
' in the late reign for ufeful purpofes, and by 
apartments for mechanics of various kinds, 
employed in the fervice and at the expenceof 
(jie crown. • There is nothing in the ftory of 
the late monarch that will do him fo much 
honour with pofterity as this fpirit of encou- 
raging the arts ; when his viAorics are for- 
gotten, or the occafions of his wars are re- 
membered with infamy inftead of raifing his 
glory, thefe will be eternal monuments of a 
much greater fpirit than that of conquering, 
of improving the world. 

I would not be, between you and I, dear 

* * *, for allowing Lewis the Fourteenth too 

much neither, on this head ^ the eSed is evi- 

G 3 der|t;i 
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dent» and it is a glorious one ; the caafc Vits 
perhaps deeper than is imagined, I do not 
fee any thing in the character of Lewis, thar 
iivould lead a cautious man to. believe he had 
any gceat love for the arts ; his heart breathed 
nothing but glory^ and that glory was of an- 
other kind: ambition was hispa0k)n ; it was 
his aim to nuke a name ; and if he was in- 
formed, as Colbert could not but have inform- 
ed hiifs that this would tend to his honour in 
future times,, he would do it, though he paid 
no refpedt to any thing but the end, fofaras^* 
it regarded his own name. [ 

The two Louvres, in eflfcd, maketegctber 
but one palace, and that, though magnificept 
in the higheil degree in fome of its parts, yec 
very imperfcft as a whole, in the only part 
of the Louvre of Philip Auguftus, which is 
detached from the prefcnt Louvre, is preferv-: 
ed the king's wardrobe. Among other things 
preferved here, are fome complete furnitures 
of tapeftry, fuperior in its kind to.any thing, 
that has been executed : fome fcripture (lories^ 
and fome of the mod remarkable paflages in. 
profane hiftory are dcfcribed in thefe, in a. 
very beautiful manner.. 1 here are fome done 
from the defigns of Raphael and Julio Ro- 
mano, and many from thofe of Le Brun, and 
other late raafters. The ftory of Scipio Afri- 
canus, and the hiftory of Jolhua, are among> 
the older works, and are very magnificent ; 
thefe and feveral others are heightened with? 
gold and (Lver ^ but the late manufadure of 

the 
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the Gobelins has excelled all the produce of 
the former looms. There are at this time 
Ibme of the pieces of tapeftry of that work, 
prcfcrved for the king's ufe, that by many 
degrees excel all that has been done in the 
world of the kind. 

The Louvre was once enrkiied with a vaft 
number of excellent pidtures and ftatues, and 
indeed with every other produd of art and 
gcfnius ; but the partiality of Lewis the'Four— 
teenth for Verfaillcs carried the far greater 
part of them thither ; fo that the architcdlure 
of the edifice is now the principal objeft of 
the ftranger's attention. I (huddcrcd at the 
new balcony t)f this laft part of it, which 
faces the Seine, and from which Charles the 
Ninth, on the mafiacre of the Proteftants, 
diverted himfelf with ihooting at them, as 
they were fwimming over to the St. Germain^i 
fide.* 

This was one of the exploits of that Ca- 
therine de Medicis, whofe name I have men- 
tioned fometimes before. It was at her foli- 
citation that the monarch gave his confent to 
that fatal fcene, and (he obtained it not till 
itiidnight. All was prepared to execute it : a 
marriage of the king of Navarre with the very 
daughter of this Catherine was the lure to the 
Proteftants to truft themfelves under the roof 
of thofe who were prepared to butcher them ; 
and the fcene of this deftrudtion was laid un- 
der the maflc of an eternal amity. This king 
of Navarre, the prince of Conde, and Am- 
G 4 brofc* 
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brofe Pare his furgeon, were all whom the 
bloody monarch excepted from the general 
Caughter ; thefe he locked up in his clofet^ 
for the reft the^doom was fealed j the great 
bell in the Hotel de Ville gave the fignal for 
the execution, and it was purfued with more 
than fivage fury. But this is not to the pvir- 
pofe : adieu my dear * * ♦. 

LETTER XVIII. 

YOU have my obfcrvations on all that 
I thought worthy of them in the 
Louvre ; . though I do not know whether 1 
fhould not reckon the Thuilleries, which I 
intend as the fubje6t of this letter, a part of 
that palace •, it is evidently within the com- 
pafs taken in by the original plan of the Old 
Louvre, and it is joined to it by a gallery : 
but let thcfe be the difquiiiiions of minuter 
critics. 

The defign of this edifice was laid by the 
famous, or (hall I not better fay the infamous, 
Catherine de Medicis, of whom I have fo 
often fpoke ? The ground was at that time ' 
occupied by fome tile kilns, but it had been 
once before the fite of a royal edifice. It is 
apparent from the old plans of Paris^ that ia 
the days of Philip Auguflus there had been a 
kind of plcafure-houfe, called le Maiibn du 
Bpis, on this very fpot. Philip de TOrme 
was the archited: to this ambitious princefs, 
and he has given himfelf a lafting fame in the 
firudure. His royal miftrcfs had been at a 

vaft 
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vaft expence oii the Old Louvre at different 
times during her life ; and it was only a few 
years before her death that fhe came into the 
plan of this magnificent • ftrudkufe. The 
Thuilleries, if confidered as Hipthtc from 
ti^e Louvre^ is in itfelf a very fine and fuperb 
palace. The gallery which joins it to ;hat 
building, is a very pompous one, and hap- 
pily fituated 5 it faces the Seine. The extent 
of the Thuilleries is more than a thoufaqfl 
feet : it is decorated" with four very large Iquare 
pavillions, ornamented with pillars of the 
CompoGte order, and has a fifth pavillion 
with a dome, covered in the middle ; under 
this is the great hall, and the ftair-cafe leading 
to the apartments. On the one fide there 
are three elegant courts, and on the other are 
the gardens. Such is thegeneral difpofitron and 
form of this famous ftruclu re, begun by Cathe- 
rine de Medicis, but finiflied by Lewis the 
'Fourteenth, a monarch who has added more 
to the rnagnificence of the buildings of his 
^country than all who went before him. . The 
great work that does honour to the original 
architedl, is the Ionic order of the ground 
ftory: I have feen nothing equal to it, I 
hear much of the ftair-cafe built byxlmtarchi- 
teft ; it is allowed to have been the focond 
excellence of the ftrufture; there arc not 
wanting thofe who make it the firft, but with 
• what juftice cannot be now determined. Lewis 
she Fourteenth pulkd it down,, andit wasne- 
XJ 5 ^cfiary 
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ceflary to his plan that heihould do fb, foi it 
obftruftcd the view to the gardens, 

I am forry to acknowledge that the archU 
teft of Lewis has not done himfelf fo much 
honour as de I'Orme. What that monarch 
has added gi\res a vaft advantage Indeed in a 
diftant view \ the front is extended to more 
than twice its original length, and the build*- 
ing is rarfed a whole (lory. ; but though this 
hath a very ftne cfFed at a diftance^ it makes 
but a mean figure neart the eye inftandy 
diftinguifhes the old work from the new ; not 
by its decay fo much as its fuperior elegance* 
TheOld Thuilleries one fees confided only of 
three pavUlions and two aprangemcnts of 
rooms 5 but the deli :acy of the whole archif 
tenure ihews' the additions in a very ill light. 
Every rule $nd proportion is obferved in the 
old work ; in the new, on the contrary, every 
thing is neglefted, except (hew. The Com- 
pofito pillafters are at a faulty diftance from 
one another j they ftand out of all propor- 
tion 5 there are breaks in the entablature to 
give place to the windows ; and the Manfarde 
roof over all gives an air of clurafy hcavinefe 
10 the whole, that is very diftafteful to the 
•jaice eye. 

The rooms in this palace were once mag- 
nificent: theprcfcnt kingrefided there in tlie 
firft years of his minority •, but when he re- 
moved his court, all was removed with him : 
the whok is now divided into private apart- 
ment* 

The 
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The people of falhion frequent the gardens 
of tbe4Thuiileries in aiv evening, as they do 
the Park with us. It has been, one cannot 
well guefs how, unlefs from this fingle cir- 
cumftance, acuftom to compare the two pla- 
ces 5 but nothing can be more abfurd, for, 
except in this ufe that is made of them, there 
is nothing in which they agree. Andrew le 
Notre laid the firft defign of thefe gardens, 
, and jf they had been finilhed to his plan, they 
would have rivalled thofe of VerfaiJlcs •, as ic 
is, they are very clega^ntly as well as commo- 
•dioufly laid but. It is not eafy to recollect a 
walk that equals the great terras *, it is carried 
quite round, and gives a number of difFerent 
views of the Seine, the city, and the adja- 
cent country, all extremely pleafant. 

There are; not wanting here the higheft or- 
jiamcnfs to a garden ; there are feverul vafes 
and ftatucs of elegant workmanfbip. Near 
the bafon in particular there are fourgroupes : 
the death of Lucrece is one of them 5 Thcadoa 
cut it, and will be long honoured for it : Le 
Pontre has fuccceded more happily in another, 
which is of -^neas carrying his father. The 
rape of Orithya by Boreas is by Flameau ; it 
is by many accounted the firft in merit, but I 
cannot fay it appears to me to deferve that 
eminence. Renaudin's, which is the fourth, 
and reprcfentsTime preying upon Beauty, is 
*.alfo an elegant one. Befides thefe there arc 
feveral copied from the antique, and fome 
▼ery happily ^ of this number is the figure of 

the 
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the Nile ; this is from that of the Belvidere 
at Rome: the principal figure is not the only 
merit of this piece; the fourteen boys that 
ftjfnd by to exprcfs the number of cubits which 
the river rifes in a good year, are well ex*- 
prefled ; and the figures of the crocodile, the 
hippopotamus, the ibis, and the lotus,, are all 
highly finifhtrd, in an accurate and happy 
manner. France is the country of the world, 
which aSbrds the moft pcrfedt enjoymejit of 
of a fine evening ; and 1 have feen yet no 
place in France, where one may enjpy it fo 
agreeably. ♦ * * 

LETTER XIX. 

TH E women have been, in this kingdom^ 
the defigners and founders of the moft 
magnificent buildings •, they have more fpirit 
than the men, and they have another ad^ 
vantage, they do iiot fee fo far into the ex- 
pence. The Thuiileries were the plan of 
Catherine, the Luxembourg was the work of 
Mary, another princefs of the fame illuftrious 
houfe, the widow of Henry the Fourth. It 
is the palace of the family of Orleans, and has 
its name from the antient Hotel de Luxem- 
. bourg, on the ruins, or at leaft in the place 
"of which it ftands. It is happily' fituated ; 
it ftands on an eminence, in that part of the 
town called the Univerfity ; Le Broffe was 
the architeft ; the fame, it would fcarce be 
believed, who obtained and who deftrvcd fo 
miKh honour by the faf^ade of St.-Gcrvais. 

The 
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The princefs began it during her regency, and 
finiftied it in that very Ihort interval between 
the feeming reconciliation with her fon, and 
that wretched exile in which flie ended her 
]ife. It was begun and finiihed within the 
compafs of fix years : it devolved to Gafton 
duke of Orleans, her fecond fon, and has con- 
tinued in the family ever fince. 

Catherine dc Mcdicis had been fome years 
procuring a vaft quantity of the fined blocks 
of marble that could be had from Italy •, flic 
had depofited thcfe in the abbey of St. Den- 
nis, with intent toercft with them a maufo- 
leum that fhould exceed all the works of its 
kind, in honour of her father-in-law, ktr 
hufband, and her fons. This fcheme was ne- 
ver put in execution, and the marble was 
feized, by a ftrange violence, by order of 
Mary, and employed in ornamenting the 
Luxembourg : fome of the chimnies are of 
this, and they fliewthc tafte as well as the ex- 
pence with which the whole was got together. 

I am^ fenfible that the Luxembourg is 
efteemcd one of the fineft buildings in France ; 
it is indeed one of the largeft, but it is heavy ; 
it is indeed almoft the only inftance of the 
ruftic that is extant in France : it is faid, that 
.this was in imitation of the Ritti palace at 
• Florence, belonging to the family of Medicis. 

The palace confirts of one large court, aC 

the end of which is the principal building ; 

this has five pavilions of advanced work, two 

'are at each end, and one in the middle ^ one 
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is-kd to the middle paviliion by a rery nv^- 
laificent terras i it is of the whole breadth of 
the courts and paved with marble : in thb 
paviliion,. as is ufualin buildings of this form, 
is the great ftair-cafe ; and through it is the. 
pafiage to the gardens. 

The outer building, by which one enters 
the court, confifts of an open gallery, with a 
paviliion in the middle, covered by a dome, 
and adorned with pillars and with ftatues: at 
the end of each gallery on the right and left 
there is a large fquare paviliion, projediqg 
beyond the reft of the fronts The court is 
bounded oa both fides by galleries and piazzas,, 
aa^ the back, as well as the fore-front of the 
great building, are adorned with double pil- 
lafters. The Tufcan and the Doric are or- 
ders of the lower part of the plane front •, the 
pavillions are elevated above the reft by the 
Ionic, and over the others are the Attick. 

I was led to a piece, reprefenting the Mufes^ 
in the great apartment, and told that it waa 
Guido's, and efteemed one of his fineft. I 
am confident it is either a copy after fome ce- 
lebrated piece of his, now loft, or that it 
was one of his firft in point of time *, for it 
has no claim to any fuch preference in regard 
to its merit. I do not know whether indeed 
a man of tolerable genius, who had ftudicd 
Guido, and only Guido, might not have come 
up to as much of his manner as there is ia 
this piece, without having placed any fingle 
original of that glorious painter before hira. 

There 
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Inhere ky k muft be acknowledged, a great 

deal of the grace of Guido's heads, but there 

is nothing of their expreflioa Vandyke is, 

onthe contrary, fufiiciently couipidious in a 

wfeole length of Mary of Mcdicis, in the fame 

apartment. I do not know whether the world 

have occafion to be plcafed or forry for that 

evidentjealoufy of Rubens, who, to prevent 

his fcholar from becoming his rival, or his fu« 

perior, commended his pectdiar happineis ii> 

portrait, and by turning his whole bent to 

this branch of the art, prevented his applying 

to the nobler part of hiftory. We do not ex- 

a<ft]y know what we have loft ; the genius, 

the fpirit, and the conception which Vandyke 

Ihewed in his firft pieces in that way, pro- 

mifed indeed as much as could be promifed ; 

but we are fure that we obtained by it the 

greateft portrait painter that ever lived. I 

acknowledge that Titian excelled him in the 

fingle article of colouring -, and yet it is not 

gready that he has excelled him even in this ; 

lor the reft,. I muft give it in the portrait way 

to Vandyke. I never look upon his moft 

finiftied pieces, but I am ready to cry out, as 

-Hamlet does in the remembrance of his fa^ 

ther, ". I ne*er fhall look upon his like agaan.'*^ 

I do not knov/ whether this Mary de Me- 

dicis may not hn accounted his firft piece 5 

certainly he never finiflied a pifture higher? 

^ we read in this i nglc piece all the ftpength of 

Rubens^ the cok»uring of Titian, Lf^^k little 

fainter^ yet the liicpe in ftyle and manner; 

we 
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we fee the painter foftening the expreflion of 
Rubens with all the delicacy which he had 
ftudied during his fuccecding years in Italy. 
The tnanncr in this pifturc is at once noble 
in the higheft degree, and natural and eaTy in 
an equal eminence. One would hardly be led 
to imagine otherwife than by theftudyof this 
piece* that portrait painting was capable of 
fuch varied excellencies. But the patronage 
of our Charles the Firft detained him in Eng- 
land, to leave monuments of his art, if not 
pcrfeftly equal to this, yet fuch as countenance 
all I can iayof it. 

I have (topped at a fingle piece of paint- 
ing in this palace, but it was only to give me 
breath to go through with the greater and 
more numerous objedts in another part of it, 
that give one the mod exalted ideas of the 
exprcilion and excellence of the art, although 
the merit be in the defign more than in the 
execution. 

You gueis what it is that I am going to 
mention, and, I can cafily conceive, areafto- 
niifaed to hear me fpeak in this mariner of the 
works of Rubens:. 1 fliall explain myfelf. The 
great gallery oh the right contains no lefs than 
twenty pieces, each ten feet in height. Their 
fubje<5l is thehiftory of the queen •, thefcve- 
ral remarkable occurrences of her life are 
commemorated in them. They are called 
the works of Rubens, but though the paint- 
ing i».^od, it is far from that degree of per- 
fe^ioa which it , would have acquired from 
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fuch a \m\A % the defigns are all by Rubenfr, 
ihe whole has been undoubtedly executed un^ 
der his direAion ; and it is cafy to trace the 
touches of his own divine hand in the prin- 
cipal figures and moft important parts, but 
the reft is by inferior pencils. 

I had great pieafurc in reading fo confider* 
able a part of the French liiftory in thefe liv^ 
jng charafters, and in obferving the allegoric 
language of the ornaments. No man waa^ 
ercr fb perfcftly a mafter of the heathen my- 
thology as Rubensy and he has in thefe pieces^ 
exerted all his powers in it. There is indeed 
a want of propriety in ibme of them, which 
^ has made n^ fxnile v the pa'mter has been fond , 
of exprefling a great deal, a turn of mind 
\ery natural to a great genius, and he has^ 
drawn his fupplies fometimes from fources 
that are incompatible ; the chriflian and the 
heathenifh rites are often introduced together* 
What would you think of the queen's mar- 
riage according to the ceremonies of the ca^ 
tholic churchy and a Eiymen, with hb faffron 
robe and flaming torch, joining the proceffiony 
and holding up the queen's train ? I had like 
to have given great offence by a laugh, which 
my inquifiuve temper could not fupprefe, at 
the fight of another, in which Mercury is in 
company with two cardinals. 

If I pay lefs regard, in point of the paint- 
ing, to thefe pieces, than they do who re- 
verence them as the immediate work of Ru- 
bens^ there is aiiother circumltance^ even in. 
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tcgard to tEe execution^ in which I jpay them 
a greater, and which thofc who overlook 
(which are all I have heard fpeak of them) 
do them but a very impcrfcft jufticc. The 
ftories are of the queen^slife, and the figures 
are not thrown in at random, or merely 
figures to make up the ftory •, they are por- 
traits of the levenil pcrfons concerned in the 
events, and are molt of them maftcrly likc- 
nefles: Henry the Fourth of France, and 
Margaret of Valofe, arc extremely like, ac- 
cording to all the other pidures which I have 
fccn of them ; the duke of Anjou and the 

frmce of Conti have alfo the lame rcftmblance;, 
knew by the fame means the duke d'Eper- 
non, Francis the Great duke of Tufcany, and 
Ifabcl of Auftria ; they are all great rcfcm- 
bknccs from the life, or from ortginal pic- 
tures, and they make the gallery at once a 
fcene of fine hiflpry, and of valuable por- 
trait painting. It is a very pleafing fight to 
have in view at once the princes and priiKcflcs 
of the blood in France, and moft of the car- 
dinals^ lords, ladtes> and people of rank of 
the time, preferved in lively portraits, and 
engaged in aAions of confcquence. 

The moft finiflied of all thefe pieces, and 
the moft pompous, is that which commemo- 
rates the moft pompous event of the qucen^s 
hfe, her coronation } in this almoft all the 
figures that appear occafionally in the others, 
are brought together : one is furprized to fee 
the divorced queen Margaret among them ^ 
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any one would think this a far-fetched firolc«r 
of ^the painter's, who did not know diat i& 
was a real piece of hiftory. 
; The gardens of this palace are fuited CO' 
the ftru&ure itfelf : they are large and magni* 
ficently laid out, and their fituation on higl> 
ground gives them a] fo a vail ad vantage*, but 
it has not been of late fo much a fafhion m 
walk in them as in theXhuilleries, and they 
have been kept in leis order. I was charmed 
with them, and fpent many hours there.. 

L E T T E R XX. 

I Have but one public building more to de«^ 
fcribe in Paris: it has a pompous narne^ 
and it ftands upon a great deal of ground ; 
this gave me confiderable expedations, I (hall 
tiot tell you they were perfeAIy anfwered* 
The earlier name of this edifice was Palais de 
Cardinal. Richlieu built it, and it is the on- 
ly edifice remaining to be defcribed of Lewis- 
the Thirteenth's tumultuous reign. The 
builder of it bequeathed it by will to Lewis^ 
the Thirteenth, and from him it defcended 
to Lewis the Fourteenth, who fettled it on the 
duke of O^rleans on his marrybg his natural 
daughter. 

It is on the fame fide of the river with the 
Louvre and the Thuilleries s it is a fpacious 
pile, and will l^ a lading memorial, if not 
of the tafte and judgment, at lead of the 
opulence and power of that minifter. I da 
not know indeed^ that it is fair to arraign his^ 
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talEe in tfaU particular ; the building is remark'^ 
ably unornamented without, but in a man of 
his deep defign, this might be a mafter-ftroke 
ef policy, not a deficience of architcdure r 
he was about to build a palace, not a houie^* 
and he determined perhaps on this plain front 
» prevent the envy and the reproaches of the; 
nobility : there is io much at lead in favour of 
fiich a fuppofitionr.that when we examine the^ 
ihfide we muft acknowledge the plainne& 
without appears affisfted. . 

It is a mod capacious pile of building, and 
covers a vaft extent of ground y you wilf 
form fome idea of its bigheis^ when I have' 
cold you that befcnre the late additions, which- 
are very confiderable, were made to it, it 
conveniently held the whole court during the 
minority of Lewis the Fourteenth. It confiftr 
of feveral krge ranges of .buildings (eparated 
from one another by fpaeious courts ; the twcy^ 
largeft are in the middle. 

When I allow fome merit ift point of archi- 
tedure to the inner part of this edifice, you 
are not to fijppofe,' my dear * « *, that I 
mean to defcribe it to you as an elegant pa- 
lace ; it is from the plainnefs of the outfide 
that thefe in a great meafure borrow the con- 
tra.ft that makes them pleafe. In fhortj this 
is not tlieonJy teftimony that the good tafte^ 
which reigned in the time of Mary de Mcdi- 
cis, was extindt in a great meafure at the pe- 
riod when it was built. There is a meannefe 
in all the part of it that was of Richlieu's 
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Akne ; the apartments are -low and dark, and 
«there is nothing of .that grandeur that might 
Jiave been cxpefted from fo cxpenfivc an un- 
dertaking. Thofe who attribute the whole 
inner di^fition to the fame principle of *mo- 
defty with the outer, feem to have paid no 
^reat regard to the naval trophies which are 
placed in fo confpicuous a manner in the great 
inner court, to commemorate the office of 
liigh admiral^ with which he was vetted. 

You have heard much of the gallery ia 
ihis edifice, in which are prefervcd paintings 
of the feveral illuftriousperfpnages of France, 
from a rcry early time* I was furprized noc 
to be (hewn it, but on the rcqucft I was im- 
mediately led to it. When I had caft my eye 
.but in a very curfory manner over a part of 
it, I applauded inftcad of blaming thofe who 
did not force it upon the fight of ftrangers. 
It has axharaftcr which- nothing can preferve 
to it but the being unfcen. I foon got over 
the firft difeppointment however, and after 
this perufcd it with vaft pleafure : thofe who 
^ould find the fame iatisfa£lion in it, muft 
not vifit it as a gallety of painting, but of 
hiftory. I faw in it almoft every illuftrious 
name that has graced the Frcncfc annals from 
Suger, who was abbot of St. Derniis and re- 
gent of France during the abfence of Lewis 
the Seventh, to the late marfhal Turcnne. 
The portraits are probably like, becaufe they 
are copies from the bcft originals that could 
be found i but they arc executed poorly. I 
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liad ^eat pleaiure in contemplating the great 
Chatillon ^ I alnnoft trembled at the manly 
form of Dunais the baftard of Orleans, who 
drove our countrymen out of France, in 
Charles the Seventh's time. The PuccUe de 
Orleans in armour, the great conft able Monc- 
morenci, and Tremouille, killed at fourfcore 
in the battle of St. Dennis, all called up, as 
did many others, remarkable paflages oF 
their hiftory, as I looked on their figures. * 

If I have been free with the building as 
Richlieu left it, I mutt be juft to it as it is 
now feen« The late dukes of Orleans have 
added a new wing i it has been a work of 
time, but it appears with a very different face 
from the old one. The whole chain of rooms 
in this wing are lofty and noble, and in a vaftly 
more elegant tafte than thofe of the other 
part ; and if the other has a name for the 
paintings it contains, this deferves one. I 
have no where yet feen a colleftion made at 
once with fb much judgment and at fo much 
expence. There is not a matter of any de- 
gree of eminence, fome of whofe pieces arc 
not preferved here ; of all the capital ones 
there are many, and they arc not of their 
mofl trivial pieces, many are of their very 
fineft ftyle. The apartments are feparated 
from the new gallery by an oftogon, in a ve- 
ry noble ftyle^ and of excellent tafte in every 
part. In this room I was ravifhed with a num- 
ber of the moft finifhed pieces I have feen of 
Paul Veronefe i ihore are feme of Titian's 
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mlfo, that are fuperior to any thing I have 
feen. You will be furprifed to hear me roen- 
tion a piece of porcraic-painting with warmth 
in fuch company^ but I had a pleafure in it 
equal to the higheft that I received from the 
others ; it is a piece of Tintoret's ; Hercules 
the Second, duke of Ferrara, and his three 
fons ; they are at their devotions. There is 
alfo a Charles the Firft, with his queen and 
children, by Vandyke ; a firft rate piece of 
chat excellent hand. Where ihall -one expeft 
to fee two fuch pieces of portraits tc^ther? 
Among the other valuable pieces, which are 
very numerous in this room, there are feveral 
boqght out of our Charles the Firft's col* 
leAion, which were difperfed and fold after 
bis death, and a number that relate to the 
higheft fubjefts. 

The new gallery, into which we are led 
from the oftogon falon, is very pompoufly, 
decorated with paintings ; the ftory is that of 
the ^neid ; the hand was one of the Coypels ; 
there is a vaft glaring of colour and profufion 
of tfrnament, but after the mafterly perform- 
ances in the apartments, it makes but a very 
mean figure. The French are partial to the 
artifts of their own country, but it would have 
been more to the credit both of the prince and 
of the painter, to have had thefe glaring 
pieces in a dulkier place ; fome of the inva* 
luable pieces, which lofe half their beauty for 
vrant of a fufficient light iotthc apartments, 
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•fliould havt been placed in this light and cfc-- 
gant part of the edifice. 

The gardens of this palace were intended 
to be public ones, and they are ftiil left fo ^ 
it is fingular, that when intended with this 
^iew, they were defigned fo fmalh they arc 
well laid out, but their want of extent is the 
more remarkable, as the cardinal was by no 
means confined in fpace ; he took in a vcrjr 
confiderable piece of wafte ground for the 
edifice, and when he had laid out as much as 
he thought rcquifite for his plan, difpofcd of 
the rdR:, It is odd, but there is throughout 
the whole the fame irregular fpirit, the lame 
mixture of greatnefs andlittlcncfs z if we took 
ferther/ we Ihall find it alfo in his life. 

LETTER XXI. 

IF Paris is magnificent in its public and 
royal edifices, it is hardly lefsfo in the ho- 
tels or palaces of the nobility ; they, are very 
numerous, and they are very magnificent 
The Hotel de Sobiez is almoft as much w.orth 
vifitihgas one of the royal buildings : the old 
part of this edifice, which is as old as the time 
of Charles the iSixth, is of the ftyle of that 
time, and has a great air of grandeur : Ni- 
colo has ornamented it with fome good frefco 
paintings. The library alfo is excellent ; 
Thuanus's colleiflion was many years fincean 
addition to it. The palace of Mazarin is as ' 
fit for his heirs, in its prefent ruinous fituation, 
AS it was for its original mafler in allhisglo- 
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rf: die difftfcncc is not gre^iter betwetjn what 
it is and whsrt it wa?, than between him and 
Stem. I do not know whether you are in the 
fecret, that our lord Pembroke's coHcftion 
iras jn a great meafiite madef rom the ruins of 
Mazarin*s -, his efFcfts were lold at the fame 
time that the court of this houfe was tranf- 
ibvmed tnto an exchange for die India com- 
pany, and a very confiderable Mrt of them 
got to -that ticfblc lord's. For the reft, there 
remain tmly a few maimed ftatues and bufts/n 
Che^PHico, and two or three cielings, too 
hi^tobc witlunreachof mifchief, rfwhat 
M^ once a-coUedtion, one of thcfirft inpti^ 
vaeeiiapd^, both in tafte and cxpence, that 
Europe has feen. 

The J5otd de SoifTons, an edifice of Cathe- 
rine dcMcdicis, is remarkable for a building 
fptneWhat-reiembling our Monument ; it is a 
column in fpme degree ele^nt, and has t 
wimling ftair cafe : it feems to have been in-^ 
tended as an obfervatory ; theprincefs, under 
jiHiom it was built, had an opinion of judicial 
.^ftrology, which the more confirms this con* 
j^Aure. 

The duchcls of Bourbon's hotel, 6n the 
Seine, is fmgular, and in its kind elegant; ift 
the advantages of fituation confpire to render 
it ^reeable ; it has profpcft, water, air, ev<^y 
thingto recommend it j it faces the TbuiHe- 
fies, and has a fine opening behind : but widi 
:all this it is ill conftrufted ; its extent is great, 
ics height nothing-, it confifts but of one 
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ftorjr, and an Attic. It is full of ornament sb 
the outfide^ but there is little .talle in the dif* 
pofltion of it. Within at is magnificent, but 
there is alfo a gaudineis that takes off from the 

Srandeur ; the naked rooms would have great 
ignity> but the profufion of fculpture and 
gilding difgufts. a judicious eye. 

The falle tafte that reigns in this, b too ge- 
neral amongthe other .modern edifices of this 
kind. The Hotels of Touloufc and Evreux^ 
great in themfdves, are rendered little by it. 
The furniture of theformer is incredibly fump- 
.tuous : there jxrc many good pictures in both^ 
in the firft, particularly, there is a Guido, slU 
jmofl: invaluable *, Leonardo de Vinci had high- 
ly finifhed alfo a portrait of Lewis the Twelfth 
taere. The late proprietor had the honour 
to enjoy the poft of high admiral ^^Krano^i 
■he very nobly fumifhed a lower room with 
portraits of thofc who had been honoured with 
the fame poll before him. You know I could 
be pleafed with a colledion of this kind, even 
if badly executed ; but thefe are by good 
hands, and copies from the beft originals. I 
Cghed at the fo much extolled paintings of 
the gallery •, they are indeed mafterly hiftory 
pieces, but they have been mutilated in a 
iniferable manner, to fit them for thepannels. 
I have nothing more to fay of a houfe, in 
which I have been able to produce you fuch 
an inftancc of tafte. .? >* * 

LET- 
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' LETTER XXII. 

I Have done vfiik Paris ; tired with thepro* 
fufion of hotels witfi which it abounds, 
knd which are too like one another to afford 
'either you in* the defcription, or me in the 
examination, that variety, which, to confcls 
the weaknefe of human nature, is in all things 
fo eflential to pleafurc. I have made my way 
to Vincennes : this apdent edifice is on the 
eaft fide of Paris, in the centre of the Bois de 
Vincennes, a thick foreft, in which there are 
walks much frequented by the people of Pa* 
ris. Phili|> Auguftus firfl: buih a hunting feat 
in this agreeable fpot; this was in 1 183, but 
what he did was trifling, in comparifon of 
^hat was afterwards added to it. It was en- 
larged and brnamented from time to time, in 
the reigns of (cveral j(ucceffive kings, fome of 
whom made it their refidence.- For fome late 
ages it had been neglefted and gone to decay ; 
fo lately as the time of Lewis the Fourteenth 
it was repaired and beautified ! andfuch is the 
ViciflStude of all things whofe fate depends 
tipon the' caprice of mankind, iat this time, 
inftead of being thef favourite feat* of mo- 
nafchs, it is become a prifon for ftate crimi- 
Tials. The building forms an oblong fquard, 
withienormous towers, one of which, the Don- 
jon, allotted for prifoners of the ffrft rank, 
has a ^culiiar moat and draw-bridge withiri 
'the generar moat that furrounds the whole. 
"There is allthe advantage of fituation in Vin- 
^'' • ' Ha cennesp. 
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cennes, bat the favourites of monarchs are 
ihorc liv^edi and it is not cven.merrt that can 
continoetheir better ibrtnoe. ' Vincenaes' be^^ 
came neglcfled oa the bmlding of St. Gat* 
main's, as that did afterwards. on the boilcfing 
of VerfaUks, The gallery, built 1^ Mary dc 
Medicis, lias feme £ood paintings and theit 
are fome cidings p^Atod oot contemptiblf « 
The moft remarJcable woiic howetrer^ is the 
great gate towaid the park ; this is a piece of 

, archite£hse'wo(th attention ; it is atriunxfdial 
arch, ocnamented with the Doric order^ and 
has an ^r of great grandeur and eleguice* 

I have, fuice my ]a& letter to you, vifitol 
alfo Nanterre, the biith place ^f St. Gene- 
vieve, the patronefs of the Parifians. I mu 
Ihewn, with great oftentation, the well, with 
the water of which ihe cured her bliad mo- 
ther^ and reftored many others to li^t ; bat 
it does not work any miracles now : it is pity^ 
but for Siy pi^lic a good, they would throw 
the remains of die faint into iti I ^e &y 
they would be as eflicaciois as her touch wa$ 
in her life time. The obfcore and contr»* 

. diftory hiftories of the French faints has often 
led me to doubt whether, &tting alide the 
matter of iainrihip, there e^r were iiich 
people. It k reported by fome, that this 
eminent lady, whom they ieem to hold in the 
next degree of reverence to the ViigbMary, 
was a fhepherdeis'; but others affert her to 
havebeen daughter to the lord of Nantene: 
would aot one rationally doubt, from fiich 
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ennftfion in ker ftory, wbethq: flie were any 
bodfatalL 

The moDaftery of A^cDteuilftaiids aleague 
north of Nanterre, upon another winding of 
die.Seine« This, will be immortalized by the 
knres of Abelard andEIoife ; a fkoty unfoitii^ 
Mie indeed^ but certainly not meriting all tliat 
cochufiaftic vencracioa with whkk it has been 
mated. It was into Ah convent of Argeni* 
toidl that Eloife threw herfelf for fecurity be« 
fioce her lover's misfortune ; and it was here 
that Ike afterwards, on hearing fOf it^ put on 
Ae habk. She fived to be priorefi here^ be«- 
foce Hit went to. the Paraclete^ But tl^e hi^ 
fibry of her adminiffatation is not much to her 
haaow ; her oxnis Jed fa diifo&ite a life, that 
they weie expelled, by order of a ^council, and 
the noonaftery filled with BenediAines froQi 
StL Tknysj who have poflfeflion of it to* this 
time, * * * 

LETTER XXni. 

YOU will exped: to hear much of ^. 
Germain's^ but, my dcai ^ ♦ *, you h^ve 
heard much concerning it already, and ther« 
is nothing i abhor like being tedious and im* 
pertinent. I fhall pafs over a multitude of 
things in my account, that gave me much 
pleafiire in the view, to avoid this cenfure 
from you : I have dooe it before, and (ball in 
ail things elfe ; in the mean time, if there be 
any thing of which I do not remember to have 
heard you IpeaK to me, I fhall guefs it what 
H 3 ypurfi^ 
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yourfelf have not heawi :^keA of, and be 
happy in it, as an opportunity of retumii^ 
fomething of the obligatioQ I have to you on 
this head. 

St. Germain's is at about the &me diftance 
fiom Patis with Verfailles, and it is not eafy 
to conceivie what can be a ficier fiuiation ; the 
river runs at the bottom of the garden, and 
them is an immenfe foreil on the oppoGts 
fide. It has been from very early time n 
hunting feat for the kings of France ; Franck 
^ Fird founded the new caftie, and Heoty 
the Second added greatly to it ^ but Henry 
the Fourth and Lewis the Thirteenih did 
moft toward putting it in the. prefent condi- 
tion : the noble arcades by which die terrace 
and part of the building are fuppc»ted, are cf 
their building. The four back pavilKons and 
the new gardens, were added by ^wis the 
Fourteenth. It was in this palace that cm? 
James the Second paffed the remainder of his 
life after the Revolution : great part of it was 
af that time in a tolerable condition; b«C 
fmce that time fcarce any of it is fit for the re- 
fidence of any body. licwis the Fourteenth 
was bom at St. Germain's, and it was in com* 
memoration of this that he was at the cxpence 
.of keeping it «p, and adding lo it ; i^ is plain 
that himfelf never liked it. There is a ftone 
gallery of a very magnificent appearance, car- 
ried round the middle of the whole ftruftun?. 
The chapel has a picture of Pouflln's, and it 
is one of his beft, for an altar-piece i. the Jftory 
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fe tRc Lord's Supper. There is fometfiing 
iingular in the look of this pifture ; the figures 
• have all an appearance of antique ftatues in* 
marble, rather than of flefti and blood : this- 
£5 doubtlefs very wrong, but it has fomething 
pleating. More or lefs of this fingularity I 
have obferved runs through all Pouffia's pie- 
ces : he ftudied hard at Rome, and he was* 
particularly attached to the ftatues 5 the ideas 
of their colour, as( well as form muft have re- 
mained whh him, for he could not take ,the 
very hint of this manner of colouring from 
any mafter : for the reft, there is hardly an 
eaKelknce within the reach of painting of 
which you do not fee fome inftance, in this 
-^fingle pifture. The defign is noble, the 
whole corftpofirion accurate and judicipus m 
die higheft degree ; the cxpreflTion at once 
▼cry ftrong and very elegant, and the paffions 
*rf the fevcraf figures are all appropriated m 
' Ae particular pcrfbn, and all have fuch a Ipi- 
rit and life, that they declare him a painter of 
rtie foul. It is to the honour of France that 
Pouffin was called home : he became famous 
more than all the ftrangers of his time ac 
Rome ; and he would have remained there, 
if Lewis the Thirteenth had not, at the in- 
ftance.of RichJieu, called him away by a moft 
obliging letter. The higheft honours were 
conferred on him, and a great penfion allot- 
ted him : he undertook, among many other 
public works, to paint the grand gallery pf 
the Ijouvre, but the death of the.prince who 
H 4 brought 
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brought him homo ibewed that it was not !n« 

dination wliich kept Him there.. He w<^nt 
ba^k immediately to Rome,, in order, as he 
^id,. to fettle fome affairs ; but he never te* 
'turned. The laft pieces of many of the ma- 
ilers, arc the finefi:^ but this is not the cafe of 
Fouffin i the fame he acqaiced made it im^ 
pofllbie for him to know when he fhould kai^e 
off; he continued painting- when>. however 
ftrong. his -genius might continue, his hand 
was unequal to its attempts v there are pieces 
of his done when he was fevcnty, in which all 
the mailer remains, except the hand, the ua- 
fteadinefs of which is evident through the 
IB^bolc defign; 

MarK has^ been muelt celebrated, but tt 
hardly deferves tlie name of a houie v ^^ is tar 
ther ailodj^, by no means proportioned to thffe 
citirent of the gardens,, if taken under my d«- 
noniinlation. The gardens are nobly hiKl 
cat r the^ have beearcmarkable fop n»»y efii* 
gantand fumpiuous works,, now taken^ iway, 
pmicuhrhf ior a fountain^of filver. The w^ 
ter-wdrks of Verfailles are fuppUed ^cm a^rc- 
fervoiF, iilied by ^ mill at Marli,. whick is a 
very noble piece of mecbanifm : notffing ftir- 
prizes the generality of ftrangers more thaai 
the working of this immenfe machine. It- fasas 
been oflfered by a countryman of oufs,. tafwp- 

E]y its place, and a^fwer its purpoft much 
etter, by a more fimple contrivance^ oar 
fire-engine, but though the keeping the Madi 
engine in repair is a vaft expencey the- g^- 

fumptioa 
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fomption of fuel, which is tot at all too plefi^ 
tiHiI about Paris, was an olrfbcle which eouki 
not be remoYed : perhaps if a FreiKhlhan^ 
fhould at ibmeiuturt time propofe it, it may 
fuccecd? • • ♦ 

LETTER XXIV. 

!^T is impoi&ble to form a come£hire of 
[ what could be the motive of Lewis the 
ourteenth for employing the monftrous ex> 
pence which he has been at, and which from 
the firft he muft have been informed was ne- 
ceifary, in order to make a palace and gar- 
dens at Verfailles, fit for the magnificence irf* 
fiich a monarch. He had choice of good (i- 
tuations, when he fixed upon this, the very 
worft indilputably that he could have fefcfted ; 
l)ut when he was once determined, it was his 
charaAer to be immoveable : perhaps the AiS- 
ficulty of bringing his defigns to bear, was 
one of his motiveis ; he was always highly 
flattered when his creatures told him, that fo- 
feigners faid Ver&illes was not a building but 
a creation. 

What a choice ! to fix upon a place that 
was an abfolute bog, and yet, with all this 
difadvantage of wet, had a deficiency ©f wa- 
ter to any puipofes, either of ufe or ornament; 
The plain on which the faoufe now ftands» 
was an eminence for a windmill ; this was le- 
velled, and the earth filled up part of the 
marffi. But thefe infringements upon nature's 
defigns an: not very lafting: yoaf«nembcr 
H 5 whc£% 
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"Where Canons was ere6ted> in a fituation tiol 
much better than that of Vcrfitilks, though oi 
ftnofher kind ; the clay of the gardens refiifed 
to produce either uieful oc ornamental her* 
bage v but * he who faid it jfhould be a garden^ 
thought he had accomplifhed his intention 
when he dug away the foil, and threw in bet- 
ter earth into the beds : it has fared with the 
£:heme of the duke of Chaixlos as with that 
of Lewis the Fpurteenrh, and as it will with 
sdl who attempt to fubdue nature ; in a dry 
fummer, at Canons^ the clay at the bottorh 
burft into cracks, and the mould all ran into 
dicm and was loft ; in the fame manner, in a 
wet feafon the bog at the bottom grows fofter 
at VeriaiUes, ^nd the harder materials that 
have been thrown in, fink and are loft ; this 
is already evident in many places about the 
^rand canal, and will be fo in every other pact 
of the original wet and rotten ^ound. 
* On fuch a fpot did the grand monarch fet 
on foot a palace, anfwerablc in all other re- 
fpefts to hia fplendor, and even to his pride ; 
perhaps anfwerable alfo in this, that for one 
as well as the other, the pompous ftrufture 
had but a bad foundation : it has indifputably 
■coft tim more money than any palace in JEu- 
nope. It furprizcs one to fee> in the midft of 
all this pomp and extravagance, the old houfe 
ftandingand making a part of the whole: 
. this was b>]ilt only as a hunting feat by the 
monarch's predeceflbr -, and one hardly knows 
hew w reconciki the frugality of ktting it 

>p«i James, Duke of Cktmdv^ ^iUmi 
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ft and, with the enormous ejqxnce of what 
has been added. 

In other refpefts the palace is indeed a great 
«ne : the age of Lewis th6 Fourteenth was one 
in which, if expence were not fpared, there 
mzs no fear of all the other requifites of a good 
building. This is* iplendid and magnificent 
in the higheft degree : we often fee it to a dit 
advantage •, indeed there are but few point* 
of view, in which the eye does juftice either 
to the architecture or the difpofition of the 
ornaments ; but in thofe all appear perfcdlr. 
When we view the front to the garden, at 
any diftance, it appears too tew in proportion 
to its extent ; and when we look into the gar- 
dens from the ground ftory, the groupes and 
ftatues appear crowded and confufed ; but on 
coming nearer the building, the whole appears 
truly proportioned •, and on viewing the gar- 
dens from the gallery, the difpofition of thofe 
ernaments is^ perfeftly juft and regular: if 
there be any thing faulty in the arrangement, 
k is not in their place or diftance,. but in the 
choiceof which fhall ftand in eachifpot; the. 
beft are fome of them too much out of viewf 
dod many of the worft (for there are fome bad 
enough) are in full fight.. The number oF 
jeulptures of one kind or other is immenfe. 1 
cannot fay,, that all of thofe which were point- 
ed out to me as fine, appeared fiich.; but it 
were injuftice on the other hand not to finglc 
autfome othecsy which, though^nerally con^ 
iounded with the multitude^ arc in leality as; 
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mteh above^ m thefe sm beIo«r it. Tbtm m 
a Perff us delivering Andromeda, and a MU^ 
torn by the lion, the work ci Paget, ii> my 
opinion, the fifft of the French fc^lptora^ 
tfaoOgh littk known or heard of ; piobftUy 
he 1^ kft but few fltcts. tht laft of thefe^ 
on the firft Tiew^ brought into my miod the 
X^aocoon of the Vatican ; i do not exped m 
kt that groupe much finer : by all the prints 
of it, tlm is in the very ftyte, Thfc t^ki^aild 
l^roferptne of tht coktiade, by Girardan, are 

' fioie ; and the Cuitius, at the extremity of the 
bafon, by Bernini, is alfo great ^nd mafterly : 
but thefe and all the other modern ^iecea 

. there, are gteatly inferior in fpirit to the Mila^ 
T^ofc of ApoUo's b^hs, divided into ti»et 
grotrpes, are alfo Gir^don's, and they ait 
fine : the two antique Jupiters ha?e alio great 
aterit ; ^d there are noany others, though kt 
an inferior degree, worth notice. 

The fountains (^ the gardens at Ver&itles 
have been one of the moft iumptuous otxa^ 
wicnts to the palace 5 but they were too e»- 
pcnfive •, the regent cat away xht pipes that 
fopplied a great nunnber of thfem ; and for thi 
remabder, few are m itiy degree of perfcf£ki^ 
6n* The orangeriis, or green-houfe, is a rc»* 
hiain that will lorig fpeak the fpirit of mi^ni** 
ficence that was in Lewis the Fourteenth : it 
ts a very elegant and grand building, flanked 
with two ftair-cafes : the bafon behind it is 

. one of the fioefl: pieces of imter ki France ; it 
•« .. * ^ ' • wanti 
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wmM biic ^ ci^Sade at the fiuther Md, to be 
di€ greatftft work of its kkxi in the world. 

Tbe inflde of the pthce i» magmficcnt and 
fi^tb in M extreme degree, but the Oriiar 
mentt eie too crowded > left pmnf ing^ fculp* 
tarei and |^ing would have had a better ef^^ 
fed ) a man of jrjdgnMhnt vwxlA be for ihei»w 
log his tafle rather thin hi* opiikiicc in fiieh ft 
building, but tht (ton^wy it executed bereL 
The French fet a high rUhie <m Yer&iUes % 
they cfteerii k the ni^ finiflied ahd eleganc . 
edifice inEurope : the gallery indeed deferrtt 
sdl they can fay, all they can coi^ceire in itk 
ftvoUf ) but for the reft, there are things fifiet* 
of the kind in other parts of the worM. ITm 
chi^l of which they nrt kf proud, is infrrilfev 
not only to one, but to many in Italy, by tht 
accounts of thofe who hare compart thenn 
As for the ftair-cafe and the apartments, I 
think we haVe thofe which are equal to them 
inEi^nd.. Whatgavememoftpleafurein 
the viewing of this |mlace, were the ftatues 
and the paintings. The architefture mighty 
and ou|^t to have been better ; it is by no 
rneaiis ptDportioned to the expence i but ihfc 
French arc partial to their countrymen j 
Italy, thoagh npt very famous at that peiiod 
for its architects, could have fomiihed thofct, 
who would have executed a very different pile 
from this i and even the materials might have 
been richer, and got at a very little more ex- 
pmoe td the thonettfi $ but there wanted tbfle 
Mf^piA to ^e.fi:heiii^ The paiBtkigK are nkai^ 
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af tteni very great, and the ftacues are in ge<> 
neral fine ; there are a confiderable number of 
riiem antiques, and excellent in their feveral 
kiiKk. The Gtrmanicus Js a very finiflied 
^nc ; Ac Venus of Aries a very elegant and 
mafterly performance; but nothing pleaiea 
die generality of obfcrvers la much as the 
Veftal, at lead it is a female figure fo called 
by the French virtuefi ; it has a bluih in the 
cheeks, it is faid this is a natural tinge in the 
marble ; bur if it be ib, I do not honour the 
ftatuary for the ule he has made o£ it ; colour 
k no part of the bufinefs of the fculptor, and 
haii I been in the place of the artift, I fhould 
rather have chofen to have thrown it into fome 
ptrt where it might have been confeflcd as a 
blemifh, than have forced it into the place of 
a beauty that had no right to be exprefied in 
this art. There is another ftatuc which I 
fliouidnot omk to mention with due refpeft 
in this place ; it is, at- leaft it is called, a Cin- 
cinnatus; it ftands in the falon before the 
chamber of antiques. 

The principal paffages of the monarchV 
life are commemorated on the roof of the 
great gallery, by Le Bnm ; there is a great 
deal of oftentation in the manner, and the inv 
£:riptions anfwer to every other part of that 
vainprinceVcharaAer*, but the execution, ia 
my opinion, does not do much honour to thr 
saailen 

I have not been ufc^to admire Solvator 
JU}& ix HUick a& it is a £dbioa to do ^ we^ftfr 

few 
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lew of his pieces, befide landfcapes, in Eng« 
land, and of thefemany that are executed in ' 
a maftcrly manner, are hurt by the unplea* 
fantnefs of the fubje<5ts. I grew more in hu- 
mour with him than I had before been, from 
a piece of his at Chifwick ; but one ought to 
fee many of a maftcr's works, before one pro- 
nounces a judgment upon him. You would 
think a hiftory piece, with the figures as big 
as life, a very improbable thing to have come 
from his pencil ; but there is one here,, vfhidi 
thofe who have not feen are in no condition 
to judge of his genius \ the ftory. is Saul and 
'the Witch of Eodor. YoU woirfd not imar 
,gine this -a fubjeft for great invention, but 
there are a thoufand particulars in it, that fw- 
prize and ravifh the eye accuftomed to ad* 
mire the beauties of the pencil. The attitude 
.of Saul is great and majeftic, jrhile his coun- 
tenance confefles all the dilquiet that reduces 
the monarch to lefs than a common Man ; 
there is dignity in the Witch, but it is of an- 
other kind from that of the monarch, it is cn- 
thufiafm and a governed phrenzy : there is a 
fpirit in the whole, and with diat fpirit a free- 
dom of the pencil, which very few have 
. equalled. I think it is not impoilible to trace 
fome of the inimitable graces of this piAute 
to their fource ; there is nothing of his mafter 
in any part of the piece : Faiconi had merit, 
but Rofa faw greater merit in his way for imi- 
, tatioti J it is feen iltmany of his piftures, tlaat 
< he l^asiM^ ^ ino^ enuocAtof h^^prede- 
t, ccfforss 
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fxBimi it is feeti in this^ that he has iimtatedt 
•nc of thern^ and he has not only imitated, 
but excelled him. 

There are one or two more of his jmces 
Azt haTe fallen in my way, between Cabn 
aAd thkplaoe^ which had tended to ^ve roe 
a greater idea of him, buttt was inthisthati 
itad the ti\3c, the great maften * * * 

LETTER XXV- 

YOU wiH aiTsngn my tafte, if I tell yoti 
of die pi<ftvires of Ver&ilks smd am fi- 
knt about the more valuable curioHttes, the 
cifedbB of art of aftfter ktnd, and of an earlier 
date. I have no where feen fuch a coUeflion 
of medals ) I have no where met with fb 
amazing a fenes of wrought gems as in the 
eabinet. The name of Dr. Mead was my 
pafl^rt fo Mr. de Bo2e, the Intendant, wha 
did it the honour it deferves, and treated nme 
with an uncommon refpeft. I have never 
fpent an equal fpace of time with fo much fa* 
tisfa6)^iH as in lookitig over the laft colkdli- 
on. There is an agate onyx, fm inches iti 
diameter, with one of the fineft pieces of 
fculpcwe on it that I have feen : there are twt> 
figures, a male and female, in a chariot drawn 
by dmgons : I c^d them Ceres and Trip- 
t«>temu8, but the intcndant convinced me thit 
they were GcrmantOus and Agrippina in thofe 
chara^ers. The apotheofis of Germanicus is 
another cameo, ift a very great ftyle, tut to 
latie il^icff t& die fiift^ Another that (truck 
* - i mc 
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me txilx&mbf U an Aleannderviit »Tery high 
lelief, smd ia a tneft con&ffHnate tafte, on 
aor oriental agate. On a blut ag^ on a black 
ground, there is another magnificent cameo ; 
the figures ace tms a mak and femak, and 
there as atnte between thMa; there are fome 
Heln'ew chafca^cs oa the rim : it was ea^» 
&CMa this, for th^ not^vfirfi^d in thefe ftu€Ue3, 
to fuppoie the reprefentation of Adam and 
£>e, but thecharadtcK am modem, the iiguiU 
andqw and fine ; they are Jt]|>iier and Mi- 
nerva. Oa aaothar fbnei^rff sm Aii^ftui, 
Antony^ and LeptdiB 4 and on another, Jii« 
.lius Casfiup,^ Augpa&iSi Tiberiui, and Gema- 
motti. all vei) finely ({wc^ There aw befide 
thefe a multitude of fine antiques, and »vaft 
nomber oi modevns^ 

Of the intaglia hied wsuhktg^ilmA me I0 

, muchas MicfaMl Ang^Io's rini^l dkeie ave no 

kfe than^thjapteen figpAes^oft the flomef \fkich 

k a* cachelian, anda^fineonei ihe^ ase all 

.fiaall, but eleg^ m the lH§^fftdcgMe» a 

naoft mafterl]; piece of worbmaniUp: Angel o 

; pitf chafed i«- at a vtw eonfidemfele prke 1 and 

iJLeviftis the FctotecntK ^ his heifs^ at a miadi 

'greater rate. The Ciceio- is: another meftimi* 

bl& ints^liay and the bdk judgEb, I am Cold» 

&y as much <^ ihe }u}ia Damna, wik to Se« 

veftis) it ia on a gf een ftone^ thfeplafmade 

SmiEuri^o, of, as our jewelkrs call it, the 

prime emerald, but k does not aj^ar to me 

eqftial to the othcf^ ' 
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St. Clottd docs iiot pleafe tM fb much airf 
nnagined it would ; it is htxry^ and though 
there is an air of grandeur, there wants ele*- 
gance: there are fonie very fine apartments in 
it, and the water-works in the gardens are this 
fineft 1 have feert, but not in good order : the 
bcft things have been removed from it, fo 
that little remains of the fubjefls of its former 
^mife. The porcelain manufafture here is a 
*ne one, but inferior to the Drefden, It h 
Indeed more like the new eftablifhed works of 
that kind in Engbnd than either the oriental 
er the Drefden ware ; it is more glafly than 
cither of thofe, buo the colour is fine, and the 
ornaments equal to thofe of the works of eK 
-ther. . . . ^ . . -• - . 

Meudon is as old as Hcmy the Second, and 
^ nmxture of tAe Gothic and the ancient 
ftyle in: the building has fomcthing very pie** 
fmg to view, thouglt far firom either the cha* 
* M£Vei^ of regular or of elegantv The fituation 
^ anfwers to>the. buiHing j it is wild, rude, and 
romantic to a very great degree. The famous 
parries of Meudon are here; they afford a^ 
^one better in colour, though not^ equal in 
hardncfe to our Portland kind'. 

The neighbourhood of Paris affords a mut 
titude of other feats of the veysA femity,. or ofT 
riic firft nobility, but they are not worth at- 
tention afi»r thefe. To confefs the truth tO' 
yoiv Ifind the defirc of variety growing very 
faft upon me : if I was a fortnight ago tired of 
ckurches and chapels^ I am iu>w as heartily 

wearied 
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iveadcd whii palaces and hotels : befide, I did 
not intend to (it down heit. If you find I 
hsii^e miffed any thing I ought to have feen, 
or you to have heard of, do not fpare to re« 
woach me with it. The corredions of u 
juiend are the mod whokfome of all feverittes. 

• * * 

I LETTER XXVI. 

YOy will find I have been in motiott 
fince I wrote h& to you v I am now at 
Lyons« They ftopped me at Nemours, to 
lee one of the greateft curiofitios in the world : 
what .wpuld you imaging I was preftnted widi 
a fight of? the upper jaw bone of St. Jofai 
(he Evangelift ; k is preferved in the pariih 
iphurch, and is efteemed an tneftimahle re« 
lique, They told nt^e. a long hiftory of Um 
iiianner in which Lewb the fevenchy ftom 
whofe hoimty they received it, became poie A 
fed of it in die Holy Land : I fotmd there 
had been more than one theft in the.conM3^ 
ing it fb^^faand to hand, and I had like to 
have got into difgtace by an unlucky qu^ion, 
whether thofe who acknowledged they would 
ileal, miUbt not poffibly lie % and fo this be 
the jaw-of fome damned muffulman ? The fa- 
thers produced me a lift of mimcles that had 
been wrought by it i and who, after fiich con- 
yidion, would doubt its authenticity ? 
, The Roman town, which Casiar mentions 
by the name of Grex, flood on the very fpot 
that is now covered by Nemours v the remains 

of 
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inand them. Nemours ftamb on the Loiie t 
tke next town^ Montagtes^ by means of Ae 
Cttui of Briare, has a commumottion bodi 
wiAi tbr Loire and the Seine. Tfacve k a 
cdUe hde of wiy ancssnt ffarufhare^ it wrt 
built by Charles the Fifth ; on one of the 
chimneys in this building there is a reonarka^ 
ble piece of feulptuns, ii reprefencs a battle be- 
tween an unansied man and a mafti£^ hcSM 
ft nHriftMfe of ^ciStatoci. Tke ftocy i%^^ 
icnrod ix» nrcDixi, bar the namesare lofl:; iria 
MoUaa. thaiimeof Cfaotles thcFi&h.^ tfat 
imifliawiftmbteigkthofOaobci^ iaifac 

A ptrtbn of fbaoe &£tm&kn mm fiNwd} 
cariy m die mbmisg, by feme peafimtsy dad; 
m thenHdftof ant uniicqueiiocd wood, and 
villi nadkt of violence on htm ; by his fide 
tt&td a aaiftiff' dog, diat ufed m atoend hiis 
in his widis. The monaich «a on the ^poC 
lahan the accident happened i be en^ited 
mxhAtwxiok rigow after all that ooold be 
ftqppofed ffHlxf. An am^ent animofity be* 
tureen the decdedf and a man of fortune in 
Idbe neig^boiffhood had rttud^TeiHttAm &f^ 
pQ^ed: his fenrants had iwjm to his being 
in bed early; btmfelf gave afieveratiom or 
his having made up the difpnte; but the 
king ftkfp^d. Charles the Fifth was a maii 
^ difcernment, he thoi^ht guitt was in the 
fiK:e, in fpce of all the afieveratmfs of inna» 
tenoe: be ordered the fi^eAed perfon an4 
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tiRientjr'Others to be kt before Hm tlje<iiett« 
^4^ ; he producsed the faidlfid dog^ that '^ad 
been found near his mafter^s body ; the cmi« 
ttiit fingled out the murderery who ^was ^ 
veiy perfon fufpefted^ and would have turn, 
him to pieces on the fpot, if he htdnot aon^ 
fefled the fiu^, and changed the puniftimenc 

I have hardly feen a town better fituatsd 
than TusL Charite; it is on the fide of afioe 
hill, and at its foot has the liQire;^ with ave^* 
ry handibme ftone bridge over it. It is the 
half-w^ town fmm Facis to this pkce. Xfane 
is a prioiy in it, the ecclefiaftics of whidi 
were once fo benevolent tp ft mnyc s a$ to d> 
tain the place its name vf La Charine ; but 
that fpirit is now loft. The chmch belong* 
ing to the order is now ftmdir^, ^and hat 
Ibaie Temains of grandeur and evoi of cki* 
gance ; but it is in ruins. 

I was greatly plea&d with the figures ^ttf" 
ibme aninuds in mofioc work, in thetthoiri 
they are well executed, and mdsc at once « 
snrettjr and a fingular appearance. The town 
nas a manufitAiire of glafs, and has a cdn£h 
derable trade in it at prefent : it has been a 
fcene of much devaftation in earlier times, on 
difierent occa&ms; the Vandals burnt it in 
king Pepin's time, the Huguenots in Charles 
^e Ninth's. 

Where is it that the progrefs of the Roman 
mtnsisnotto be marked? At Nevers there 
we remains of the buikling in which Cadae, 
in his Gallic e^q^edition^laid up magazines of 

every 
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etery kind for his armies : it is palpably the 
Noviadunum in iEduis. It is at this time a 
place of fome confequence ; it is fortified ^ath 
ftrong walh and towers, and furrounded with 
a deep ditch ; it has a (borife bridge of twenty 
arches over the Loire ; the cathedral is anci- 
ent, and there are Ibme laboured, thoi^h not 
elegant fculptures, on its outfide. The Jc- 
fuits have alfo a collie here, a handfbmd 
ftrufhire : and the palace of the dukes of this 
name is no contemptible building : the front 
is extenfive, and the gardens, if notmagnifi- 
cent, are pleafant. The glafs trade flouriflies 
in this town alio, and brings confiderable 
tidies to it. It is an odd mark of diftinftion 
chat is allowed the treafurer of the church of 
Nevers ; he is allowed to officiate in the choir 
booted and fpurred, with his fword on, and 
a hawk upon his wrift ; the laft is cfteemed a 
more Angular mark of honour than all the 
reft, and the perfon poflefled of the office al- 
ways takes care to keep up the privilege. 

To turn one's back upon Moulins, as one 
approaches it from Nevers, is to have one of 
the fineft profpcfts in that city and its envi- 
rons, that the eye can be well entertained 
widi : to look forward, is to have alfo a very 
agreeable one. Maulins, which icfelf is alfo t 
confiderable city, has its fituation in a beauti- 
ful plain ; it has at ail times been of fome 
note, but the additions and improvements 
made, of late in it have rendered it one of the 
handfomdt^in France. The town itftif is 

well 
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^ell bmU, the fuburbs are lai^ the cafUe 
which was long the refidence of the eldeft 
branch of the houfe of fiourbon^ is a venera^ 
ble building, and is yet in tolerabk repain 
The unfortunate duke of Montmorenoi is bu« 
ried here in a chapel erefted bg His duchels^ 
the tomb is pompous rather than elegant, a 
thing of more cxpence than ttfte. The dukts 
fell a iacriBce to the refentment of Richlieu^ 
There is a fulphureous water in this town« 
much efteenaed in the lame cafes as thofe of 
the Bath with us. 

Roanne owes its flourifhing ftate to its fi-» 
tuation ; the navigable river that comes up to 
it renders it a place of traffick. It is the ma« 
gazine of many of themanufa^ures of Lyons» 
iind is a mart alfo for great quantities *brougb€ 
from the weft of France : the merchants are 
its principal Inhabitants, but they have houfes 
in great tafte. Thejefuits have alfo a col- 
lege here, and the churches of the Capuchina 
and Minims deferve notice. ^ 

Taran is remarkable for a very difagreeable 
piece of road in its neighbourhood : a moun^ 
"tain, not lefs than three miles in length, and 
difficult to pafs ; the way to the town is 
through a thick wood, and the road rough 
and difagreeable. 

Thus, my dear * * *, you have my route to 
Lyons, and all that appeared to me worth fee* 
ing in it. I had intended to write of the place 
itfelf in this letter, but the preface has left no 
room for the hiftory. ♦ * ♦ 

LET- 
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LETTER 3CXVIL 

LYO NS^ cooqeming which I inteiKkd tm 
f kweiaid agiedt detfl in fnyJaftJet^r^ia 
▼cry luppUy fitotitcd ; it ftands^ft at a coi>- 
fiuence of the Rhone and the Soane, the latter 
of which runs throughtbe middle of 4t in fuch 
a manner as to divide it as it weie into twa 
towns. It takes up the declivities of twoiiiUs, 
and the level ground between them to ^ ri- 
Ter. It is a large, a rich, and an elegant-city $ 
it ilands in the middle of Europe, and is one 
of the moft flourifhing of France in point of 
commerce ; all things confidered, it mud te 
allowed the fecond city in the kingdom. The 
rivers have given. occadon to four bridges, all 
of them good buildings in their kind ; but 
thefe are works you may hear and read of 
fit)m all that have travelled ; you mUke nfie 
too punctual when you expeA of n»e ^o 'gi\« 
ever Qy cui^ry an account of every ^rtic^tliar 
that I meet with; it is againft dke pkin ofi 
whkh I fet out, md I will not indulge your 
curiofity any longer. 

I have negle&ed the comnion fubje<5te of 
obfervation to confider a very remari&able 
piece of antiquity, which I have found {prefer^ 
ved here : it is not like any thingi have faen ; 
it commemorates a cuftom few have heard ot ; 
it is an alur, decorated with figures, and tiK^ 
plained by infcrif)tion«, the emblems elfe were 
unintelligibie. This, to me, extrrmdty Gurioua 
^iece of antiquity, was di% up within (he li- 
mits 
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mtts of the city in which it now is prdenred, 
in the year 1704/ It is an altar of ftonc, re- 
gularly fafliioned ; the infcription commemo- 
rates the occaiion of the lacriGce performed on 
it ; the figures, the nature of it ; the words 
are, pro salvte imp. c^s* tit. mlu 

fTADRIANl ANT. AVQ. PII PAT. PATRIiS 
LXBERORVMQVB EITSET STATVS COLONIi& 
i/VGDVNBNSIS. 

Jn the middle of the infcription is a bull's 
head ornamented with a ftring of pearls, the 
^nds of which are feea hanging behind his . 
ears i on one (ide «f the ftone there is a ram's 
Jiead, decorated with the fame kind of brace- . 
iot as the bulf s ; ^nd on the other, the iacra- 
lum yenabulum, an inftrament of a middle 
kind between a fwordvid knife, known by 
:Choiir^)iO are convef&ntinandquities to have 
been ufed at that time in facrifices : the ram's 
head has no infcription, but on the fame fide 
with the knife ftands, crivs mesomyctivm 

FACTUM EST V. IDAS niECEMllltlS. 

It is clear, from the head of the bull and 
that of the ram, that the altar was ufed at the 
Sacrifice which they called in the one cafe a 
tauribole, and at the other a criobole; the 
^tauribole, however, as the moft auguft and 
foiemn, became the univerfai name. It was 
cufl:omary for the principal cities and provih- 
ces to perform thcfe lacrificcs for the health 
and profperity of the emperor i the tauribole 
in particular had its origin jufi; after the infti- 
ution of chriftianity, and was probably in its 

V01.A h 1 founda- 
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foundatioo meant' bs. a ridioidc up^n the faap- 
tUm of our religtcm : be it as it mll% the &>- 
Ummty^ if it may be called by that naoi^ was 
more odious iuid lv»r&>le to the eye than any 
dung that ever was Goimtottncod under tt^ 
name of. reKgion ; it. was a kkid: of baptilm 
in Uoodi and wa$ originally ioftituiedTto the 
Cybck Mag^ Mater i it cominued to the 
very end of the pagan fuperftitioo. Ltemem^. 
bcr to faave Scin an acooont of them^ with all 
the pacticulacst in EtrmkiuB.MattrmBt the 
nxchod^ fo &ir as IreooUodl^ ^ms diis. 

A pifcc^ tea feet deep, and t>f fix in diame^ 

tar^ andalkdeflMtcinJength^wasdagiun 

anexpc^ed^ofgrnauJU genctally on alH^ 

tie eminence; the^piicft, datSbkin f afly e u a p 

a;id ornamented with aoown offgadU^bwm 

let -down intn this holei'tiirmenidi^xtff'hNnr 

then coveted with boaids^inereed^fbUiiaf large 

holes, aond daoed at fome litde diOance one 

frenr the ouer ; at the upper end was phuxd 

the altar : and rwhmdfl* was thus prcpaKd, 

the bull, a fall gronm and roboft osc, dreflBed 

up with gadands and ocker omaenents^ with 

hisfordiead gilt, wsis kd to the &cred ftone i 

the facrum veiubulQm, or inftmnwit of deaths 

was plunged, imo his hearty and the. btood, 

which iflfued in a torrent tfasoagh the. large 

wound, TSA dowA iaibowers upon the prieft 

thK)ugh the crevices and holes in the boards ; 

the viftim was. detained i^on the place fo 

long as it would bked % mdit mt:^ the bufiRefs 

o& tlieendio&4 NlowaUdie^tiDae to place 

himfelf 
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himfelf m the way of tKc fulkff torrents ^of tfic 
blood ; he firft took care to get-liis robes tho-; 
roughly i3:ained from top to bottom wkh it, a 
freiH ftfeam was then received upon the 
crown ; his open hands caught a quantity^! 
WhicH they fpread^ oyer his legs ;. and ^allyr 
he tur;ied up his face toward the la(i ninriingr 
in iui^h a manner as not only to tinge his fkin 
tEw)ughIy with it, but to get mOre or Ic^ of 
it Into his mouth, his ears, hh nofe, and his . 
'eyes. TKe ceitmony was performed at mid-- 
nigtt amidft a blaze of torches. When tte 
bl6od'ho longer flowed > the viftim was drawn 
off, the boards were taken away, and the 

Eriedv now become high*priel):, was taken up 
^ the atteiKlant priefts with as much adora^ 
tion as is paid to the new-made pope. The 
crowdVhoatteixJed adored the horrible fpec- 
taclejf and he wasxondu^^ed home with the 
triumph of a conqueror. Would one ima- 
gine human nature could'devifd fuch a cere- 
mony v would a man conceive it could be 
adopted by religion ! It was, during all the 
time in which it continued in ufe, ellcemed 
*the moft awful of all folemnities, and feemed 

to be held faored in proportion as it was nafty. 

♦ « « 

t E t tEft xxviir. 

WHEN I mentioned a remain of anti- 
quity at Lyons, I fhiould not have 
omitted another^ which Iwas firft (hewn as- 
the. greater curiofity •, it is a fpeech of Clau- 
la diuf 
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dius in the fenate, made in favour of the peo- 
ple of Lyons, recommending them as worthy 
to be made a Roman colony, and admitted in- 
to the fenate. Claudius, you know, was .a 
native bf Lyons ; it is not a wonder that he 
ihould wifli to ennoble the place of his birth# 
though he cared nothing for it in any other 
fcnfe ; lewis the Fourteenth adde(| buildingji 
qf a vaft expence to the palace in which he 
was born, though he fcarce ever faw, or wilh- 
ed to fee it afterwards. The ipeech ^f Clau- 
dius made on this occaHon is engraved on .a 
table of brals, and preferved witfi gr^lt vene- 
ration in the town-houfe. 

Among the modem works that deferve at- 
tention, 1 cannot but mention the great fijuare, 
the Place de Louis le Grand, and the fiatue in 
the centre of it : the houfes are elegant and 
pompoufly ornamented on the front; the 
fquare is extenfive, and the walks, into which ^ 
it is laid out, plealant ; the ftatue is an eque- 
ftrian one of Lewis the Fourteenth ; the pc- 
deftal is of white marble, the ftatue itfelf of 
copper, and if it do aot deferve the highefl: 
encomiums, is far from a bad one* 

The cathedral does not ftand well, it is in 
the lower part of the town near the Soane. I 
was vaftly pleafed with it: it is indifputably 
one of the belt ftrudures of its time, anc^ 
though the plaineft I have feen of the period, 
has a grace in its fimplicity that all the reft 
want in their cc^ious ornaments. There is a 
(quare before it, and in that a fountain ; the 

front • 
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front is feen to great advantage by means of 
this fpace. The canons of this church are 
counts by office •, and there is fbmething par* 
ticular in the fervlcc, it is performed all with- 
out book, in Gregprean focig, and without 
organ. The Dominicans and Jefuits churches 
are not without their beaity.} that of the 
Franciicans claims attention on another (core, 
diere are gpod pictures in it ; I muit not be 
underftood to mean this of all diat are pre- 
^rved there, hmt are bad enough. 

F knpw you will exped a long harangue oa 
^e famous clock ; you will be furprized to 
hear it has not aafwered my expedation$» 
Cerebrated as it has been, f am very well con- 
Tinced it would by na means anfwer ypura^ 
^here is Ibmc machinery in it, and for the 
fime it was made (Lipicius of Bafif invented 
it) it had merit, but our mufical clocks and 
microcofins^ are infinitely fuperior to it in alf 
refjpedfe. Children ftace at the lavages of St. 
Dunflan's, London, and they are only chil^ 
dren of a larger growth who gaze with rapture 
ttpon this. I waited for the bell ttine of fee- 
ing it, which is noon ; the figures sil perform; 
iheir motions at twelve o'clock; at this hour 
an angel opens a little door to difcover the 
Solemnity.; you fee within a figure of the 
Virgin Mary •, while your eye is on the ob- 
Jefl:, the figure of the Deity defcends to her, 
and on this a brazen cock crows at the top:^ 
-there are belidc thele fome movements re- 
I 3 fpefting 
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Xpefting the ccleflial .bodies. You jn^ ^e^ 
at tfcc wl)ole fipoip the fpecimcn. 
•^ * There Is fomething lingular jn the whole 
appeawnpc of this town, the corners of the 
ftrec;t5, and a number of the o5herof thcmorc 
public places, have images of the Virgin Mary 
apd our S;ivioar j fame qf thefe.are weM exe- 
cuted and ai^ a jgreat ornament to (b.e city^ 
^me b^d enough. The better houfes are 
many of them elegant, but the window3 of 
trfie others have a jDQft dilguftfirl loofc > they 
are not of j^afi but oiled paper: the tjcade^- 
jpepple wrU not jiUoW that tJiis is done out gf 
trugality, they fay^ it keeps the fun's heaj 
better out of che poufe ; they are often tprO 
jind tattered, and are a moft cafty fight. 

In many of our country towns w.e iiave jk 
j^avjpole, in Lyons there gre an hundred ^ 4 
^raic Uii fir, uaked to the top, wfierie th^ 
jire left on it a few dead bi'anches, is ereft^d 
before the ^oor of every pjajgiprate ; i^e 
a^ritis of the fainily are hung up about ^c 
mid-height : you di/Hngiiifb the noufes of the 
ma^ftrates, the hotels of the infendaot, and 
the ^rchbimop's palace from the other build- 
ings by ttiis fignal j but it has a ftrange, gau- 
dy, and uncouth loc^. 

ThQ town-houfe is the moft magnificent 
and the moft re^ilar building of the Jynd that 
I have feen ; it is a quadrangle of white ftone^ 
and ftands in a Ibu^re j the front is flanged 
with two large Iquare pavillions, and has a 
!gilt balpony fupported by two columns o 

porphyry 
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Sporphyry of Ae Ionic order ; anfl the prind- 
pal •entrance is embcllifticd with ranges of fine 
pillars, which make a noble portico. The 
tKifts of feveral of the French kings arc placed 
in this portico ; but they are not worth attert- 
«ion : the Ipeech of Claudius on the brafs ta- 
bks, faces you as you go up a few fteps : the 
ibiir-cafe is magnificent, and not ill painted 4 
the hall ^^ious and auguft ; and both heris 
and in other parts of the building there aife 
Witny g6od i^irttiftgs. 

You nnift tm wonder liiat a place fo fii- 
f oured in the Roman rimes, retains many 
*rionuments of the grandeur df that people * 
the aqusedufts out of the gate of Sc Juft are 
noble, they are bialt entirely of fquare ftone 5 
imd the Vineyard of the Uirfuline tiuns is the 
tefeivdir, ihade 10 brc&rve th^ water of tiiefe 
^qittBdnfts; it » forty-five feet long, very 
nearly as broad, and the wall is three feiv 
^ick. It is not long fince there *ras diig up, 
ifnear the gate of Vene, a maufoleum fupport- 
*ed on fo^r columns, in the manner of an al- - 
ter ; itfeeiris to have been the monument df 
&me of the Roman pri^s, but there is no in^ 
<faripti<Mi. 

In the ifle of St. Ba^be there are feveral coft- 
fiderdbie ruins -, I faw fome bafs-reHefs in St 
very good tafte, one of them has a Bacchus, i. 
. Fan^ a Sylvan, and a Ftiunus, all good : ano- 
ther has thie feafbns expreflfed in a very ma- 
sterly manner : they occafionaliy difcover alfo 
M^&ic paveotentft in digging. You have 
I 4 read 
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read enough of the caufeway^ made in Gael 
at the command of Agrippa ; theic is a very 
ronfiderable fragment of one of tbefe out at 
St.. George's gate; this artiBcial road lies 
twelve feet deep iit t^e ground ; it is compo- 
iifd of fmall Bints cemented together in an 
amazing manner, the very cement is as hard 
AS marble ; it is plain by the direction of this 
fragnient, that the road led from Lyons to 
Narbonne. 

The Tombeau des amans, once preferve^ 
near one of the gates of Lyons, and fuppofed 
to commemorate die deaths of two iovera^ 
who, after a long feparation, nr^et chere^ and 
died with the liirprizc and joy in one another's 
arms, has given occafion to a n&ery prefty no» 
vel in the Allrea ; but there was no founda- 
tion in fa& for the (lory, the whole was no 
more than a blunder about ah old Roman in- 
fcription^ 

Wf read ©f public fpeflacks exhibited to 
the people at I^ybas, fo early as by Caligula : 
CJaudiUs is alio faid to have buik an amphi^ 
theatre there ; it is probable that he repaired 
and beautified it, but the thing muft haw 
been of earlier date : the vefliges of it are yet 
to be feen J the arena, fome of the feats, and 
the caves in which they kept the wild beads, 
are to be eafily difcovered. 

The Jefuits have a grand colleftion here ; 
their medals are numerous, and many of them 
good ; they have a head of Memnon in ba- 
faltes or black marble, an invaluable pieoe 

of 
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of antiqiiiCjr ; it was lent fotne time fince from 
Egypt, where it was found among the mum* 
txiks ; it is fuppc^ed by the peientpoiTefTors 
€0 be older than the decalogue. They have 
a number of figures alfi) of 2iX the Egyptian 
deities* At the Hotel de Cheverir there is a 
leprefentation of the god Mithra, worfhiped 
with a peculiar devotion in this city ; it is a. 

&rpent), the mfcription, sou invicto« 

« « • 

LETTER XXIX. 

THEY made me fnule, as I talked 61 
quitting Lyons^ with the name of the 
poft-ai&s of St. Sapherin ; they teU me they 
perform their ftagi^s as wellas hoides, but that 
Ad art or force <an get them to^ftir an intlW 
&rtha'. i remember txy have (een an^inftance 
of this kind of fagacity in that animaFin Eng- 
land \ fomewhere on the north road there is 
a deep wel^ frorn^ whichr the water is drawi^ 
iq> by an^ afi, who tm^Ks round the mouth of 
of it; die creature knows the number of 
rounds neceffary to bring, die f^r within^ 
reach^e goes thefe chearfolly and without ftop»^ 
but no beating: will n2ake him purfue his 
omxit a ftep farther: lorily heard of thclc 
MW fifcftiioned animals*. T write- to youi from; 
Avignod^ whither I ^ came by water : the 
Rhone is very rapid, but we fell^ dow4i it in^ 
^ Lyons boat with vaft pkalure;. You wili 
Aink Mr — ^ d^t^d ? the^ plural We inr the 
M fentcnoc is> I thtnk, almoft the onty inti^ 
I £ loatiofn 
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matkm you h^sn had this aoooth of ^ tsft^ 
dice. We are always togiether, but he h« 
little relifli for the &bjc(5bs which take ^p mjr 
acoPAtioft -, and to confcfa a tvuth, ndikh I am 
a good deal aihatnrd of, I have not kh much 
aal wtihihadfoi thofeof ht&^ hutyoti&att 
have more t^ remember him by. i left hitn» 
at his own requeit, a few aioi»eiita behind 
me, dA he landed ^ like followed me in, at** 
tended by a fellow, whom he had hired to go 
into the rive?, with a vaft Umdje of wet 
weeds. It is not of the number of Mr. M — ^s's 
liilii^g? ¥> be c^refkil aboiat triiks i the firihnr 
thfew dowp hi» load where he pointi^» which 
was on the &>p qS our portmanteau ; it was io 
vaifi I exclaimedi no attention waa paid till 
the porter had bis reward i ai^d then what I 
was hyi9% had aq nK)re regard' ih^n befopet 
M — — s was tqa fuU of lafik to hare the fenfe 
of hearing ^ he caiehed qp a piec« of the ftalkt 
and (hewed me one of the moit ibrpriztog 
li;K:ident^, as he termed it^ in nature. I had 
no more eyes for the curiofity than he for the 
contents f»f ^ portmanteau i we talked at 
^rofs purpoies till I was reduced to tak^up tho 
weed§i myfclf 5 ^^ while he was pcrinting que 
to n^ thq occafion of hi3 bringing them )d» 
to paint to him the nuferabk com]Jtk>ni in 
which the water* which ha^ trickled from 
tUem into ^he half open portmanteau* had kk 
wr baggage.. 

A^hen the mifchief was flopped, I fiftened 
to hjs entredfiN^ id»tf I would iiook upoa the 

plant. 
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^lant, and there certainly appter&f m it Ibme^ 
thit^ fingular enough ; the whole confifted of 
k fmaH rbot wjth a tew long leaves riling front 
it, amhiA'iihe tnidft of them a ftalk of tWo or 
three fecfilft length, but fo weak that it wai 
by no meknis iblc to fijpport itfelf crcft ; and 
What was more ftrange this ftalk was not 
ftrait, but twiftcd in a fpiral form, in thd. 
manner of a cork-fcrew, or rather in the man* 
h^of thofe fpringsof wire which we fee madft 
by wrapping the wire round tc fmall ftick : 
the fingularity of the thing (buck me*; but 
we pay but a half tribute in , bur appteufe ibi 
the Works of nature, when we hate hot eira- 
tnlncd them perfectly, or been in^imtd of 
their ufcs' It is the pufpofe of nature,* thit- 
trcff part of this plant Ihill be immerfed ih 
water, except the flower s one of theft ftbbd 
at the top of each ftalk, large, long, and Iti 
fome degree refembKng a (ingle flower (k)in S; 
bunch of jcflamine * it is to the JiurpoR ^dP^ 
-nature that this be always dry, and the htit dP 
the fon is rcquifite to the operting the ft^] 
eontained in a cdp at the bale of it ; and it is * 
ts neceflaiy to the well being of the plant th* 
Ac reft oi^it be under Water. ^ The Rhone fs 
a river cff very uncertain depth, and that ih 
places Vcty n^at one another* if the (feeds df 
thisplaftt, or the (ide^fhoots f^om the rode 
produce new crfites at different depths, how h 
the ffb^r to be carried tb the top, and only 
juft to the^ top of the water in each ?• The 
Rhone is, of all rhtrtr, aHa th4 ma(ti^t:'» 

b« 
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be fwelled by fiqlden floods ; in this^ cafe how 
is the plant that was juft flowering in its pix>« 
per manner, at four feet'^epth, to be kept in , 
the nece0ary ftate of having tKfctHower acx>ve 
water, when the depth is incrcafed to fix ? or 
how is it to be kept froni falling on the furfiure 
of the water, when the depth is increafed to 
fix ? or how is it to be kept from facing on 
the furface of the watery and rotting, when 
the depth decrcafes, and leaves a foot or twa 
of a naked ftalk, alone unable to fupport it- 
ifilf ? All Aefc purpofes are anfwered by the 
jQpiral forni of the ftalk. Nature has given it 
in this a power of extending and ct)nt^afting- 
itftlf in length, and this fo (uddenly„ that let* 
the riic or fall of the water be ever fo quick, 
the lengthening or Ihortening of the ftalk ac- 
companies it ; . and the fame mechanifm fuits 
it in a yet eafier manner to different depths : 
we pulled out the ftalk with great eafe to a 
(pot more than its common lengthy without 
iriy danger of breaking it; and it drew back 
to its original length with perfcft facility. By 
this mechanifm, the like of which is not feen 
in any other plant in nature, the flower of the 
vallifneria, for fo my companion called this 
lingular vegetable (I fuppofe from the name 
of the Italian naturalift) is preferved at the 
furface, be the depth what it will, or the 
changes in depth ever fo fudden. By this 
means the fun docs its part in the ripening the 
fruit, till the feeds are fcattered on the furfece 
of water in pcrfcd ripencls ; they float a littlfc 

while 
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wliik ott di6 futface, but vAm tfaorou^tjr 
wetted they fiftk, and tsdce root at tlie bot* 
toiiK MycompamonwaschaniMdtofeeme 
plea&d with the obienration; to confirm me ^ 
more m the truth of it, he ordered a largp 
vefifei of water to be brought into the room t 
he put fome of die moil vigorous plants inta 
it» U>mc of them with ftaUcs fo long that pne 
half of them was above the fiirface of the wa« 
ter ; others with them ib fkort, that they 
were unmeried feveral inches uiidcr it v he 
told me we were not to eipe& tic change fo 
iiiddeaas if they were in their place of growth^ 
but when we examined them next moming^ 
they had all adapted the length of theic fbUkS 
to the depth, and the flower of every one was 
floating juft on the furface^ In ieardiing af- 
ter one thing the naturalift often finds another % 
ibmething very fiogular occurred in this ob^ 
iervation, beyond the immediate objeft of it* 
But 1 am calkd upon. I {hail not have time 
to go through the other part of my ftory^ 
and it will be better ta reierve it for another 
letter. . « « ♦ 

LETTER XXX. 

ITold you we made a very uriexpeftecj dilt. 
celery in the farther obfcrvatiod of the 
fingular plant,, which M-^^s had broi^ght in 
with him : how natural it is to intereft our* 
ielvcs in: what we like; yes I hffve Ibme right 
to be admitted into that plural, from the 
pkafure I fouod in the oblervation» 

While 
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. WhiklwasffeafingmjrfetfwithtiltbMU^ 

tf of tke inner part of one of the flbWers^ 

which was now perfeftly o|]eii, my kiqui{iti¥€ 

irknd fiiw femcthn^ m trkition idx^ut the roota 

he ofdcrtd a frofli Veftl of water, eut off ^« 

ftaUk of dr pbnt, and throwing the reft of it 

iDto this fmailer v^l, kept his eye^ and calK* 

ed upon nrn to fix mine on the part where he 

had before dUboVered ibme isoitxpe&td per^ 

turbation ; he direfted my fight ddwn to the 

bafe df cwtrf.ldaf^ and juft in the mgie liiade 

aft its rife, poiated to me a lun^ of a blue jelly^ 

You are to kaow^ iaya he^ my dear fdtbJar^ 

that nature has made no part of berif^^k^ 

without an intent of its bAtig ifervi^ible to 

iboie other. You have adrnfa^ed thls^ ^l^iit, 

and you will have fomet^faig elfe td admir^^ 

OT I am miicfa miftaken, which you dduld 

D6t have feen but for this plAnt Yda will 

^)y di&em, ccmti nued h^, that all this watet 

ifi iuU of living inhabitants ) they have in a 

g^eat meafure dropped ftttA ^nt or other part 

^ the pkint,. oiany of tfaem reft ch it only id 

their picafcre, but to others it isneceflsn^j 

the more robuft kinds of thjcfe little creatures 

rove aboM fi^'wide ei^panfeat pliafure, and 

areifi sMir^le^ral degrseaanddiife^elvt naag* 

ni^i^^ fo^: to ooe ariodier; tkefe only reft 

oi^ the4^k£t of tjusy or ttidifl^rendy t>f any o- 

tbisf plant: but t^cre are others of too deli^ 

cate a frame to {\iSct the rude motK^ns of the 

water^ whet) abated, by ftorms, or hmt by 

die rapidity of .iiidiL a corrant^ ifaeie find fA 

* .. one 
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A iodgmflK in tme or other <^ their pans, or 
iMurai caviMa. There is tpdetd lofceaiiy 
of thfife mtitml ptviDcs in toy t^cgetabk^ 
wlMiiKroftiw(Utorfi;eikw»ter^ that ii not 
kihabified } the very bodies of krger animak 
afford piaw for iballer } the boles and oells 
in the krger fe^iheli^ are poflie0ed by certain 
kinds of fea- worms and other acatiircs of do* 
licatc texture } and the corals are aafuU of a* 
nimals as of caverM fitted to receive them# 
and have been by a number: of uiq half*i4iilo^ 
fopbers of a late aar» and by tisioie of thofe 
vhofe names arecdebia&ed in the prefent^ fup* 
po&d the very work or mechaniui of cheie in* 
(sAs^- and dqned a place among the vcg^ta* 
ble world. The. count Marfigb began the 
«rror9 ^otit thefe beauties of the vegetable 
cfcatiw^ bot in a contrary extreme i he mi* 
ftook the inie^» which he faw in their cavi« 
ties» for their flowers, and thence argued on 
a new principle for their beuig plants : on the 
contrary, tbok who dpoufed the doArine of 
tbdr being, the work <^. animals, dtfcovered 
long fince his error, and made what he urged 
K a proof of ttts own, a coUaterid evidence at 
leaft of tbek fyftem: the animab were indii^ 
faitably Aich,. and the tiext (Up to the finding 
them in the planta, was the iiqxpoO^g them to 
be the. fabricators of thi^ bodka. Such art 
the extremes, into which people, too hofty in 
judging, and too. rcmi& in ob&rvasioa, faU 
oa tks one fide as ¥i»li aa on the oihfi!^ ch* 

truth 
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truth is ki otitfaer extreme, and tkefocmr 
think of feeking for it in the middle : though, 
the corals are not made by .ammals, yet aai# 
mals live in their cavicie»'s and though theft 
are not their flowers, yet they have floMmv 
' and aUb feeds which vegeute on the bottom^ 
of the ocean^ as thofe ot the oidinary ranks of 
plants do on the earthy and ia the iame man* 
ner produce their kinds. 

The valifneria have nocayidcs oaks ftalks^ 
or branches, for the reception df 4nic^ % but 
there is a faife and deep hollow at die bale of 
every leaf, and in this there lives in the ufual 
way an animak Thefe wen the lumps <^ 
jelly which M-^s had obierved tnthe courfe 
of his former enquiry concerning the ufe of 
the fpiral form of the ftalk. We now were 
tracing their forms at a fmaller di(bince» and 
we law theod in a very eminent degree w<Mthy 
our attention. My philofopher affiires me 
the creature is hitherto unknown to the worlds 
you will therefore exeufe me of t^io^fiiefs,. 
k the joint conMeracions of its novelty^ and 
the fingularity of its fontt, make me particu*^ 
lar in the defcription. 

After mainy changes of (kuatnon^ in which 
we had feen thefe creatures tolerably wdl^ 
though noir with, all: thatpreci&m we could 
have v^ihed, we cut oflf the plant jult by the 
root, and, ^fter fisibg it by the cut end, hyt 
the help of a piece of^ pitoh,* to the middle c^ 
ft ihaUow veflel of white eaithen wace^ we cun 
•ff all* the kas^^aear thek baie^ and then ad*^ 

ded 
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^ei water tcr about half an inch over the u>pk ' 
In this pofition all was expofed to view : we 
placed the vcflel in a window, where the foH 
fun (hone upon it, and keeping* our eyes fte»- 
dily on the creatures, foon became thorougly 
acqoainted with fihes» form and oeconomy. 

There was one of thefe iniedts in each of 
the hollows, and, while in a ftate of reft, the 
appearance of all was perfe6i:}y alike, each 
ietwsA a lump of blueiih gelatinous matter, 
rifing into a convexity in^the middle, but with 
no other determinate form : when the difturb- 
ance of pouring the water, and moving the 
ve0el was over, the fun warmed the creatures 
into new life, and we faw them all in motion. 

The firft change in their form was the ap- 
pearance of a little opening on the top of 
each \ it was very difficult to fee how this was 
brought about, but it ieemed owing to a ge^^ 
neral retraction of the parts around. SooH 
after tins, a kind of pyramid begui to ftev^ 
its fummit in the centre of the hole, this was 
of a fine red colour ; it enlarged and thruft it- 
felf farther up by degrees, till at lengdi it 
more than equalled the whole bulk of tt^ bo« 
dy in its other ftate, and the gelatinous mat- 
ter ieemed to dinrinilh in quantity by degrees 
as this heightened, till at the end this pyramid 
was all that appeared in ^e^laoe cf the wholes 
White we were admiring this change of ap- 
pearance, a much ftranger offered itfelf: we 
iaw the imootb iiir^Me bydesrees r^ into ribs 
and ridges } we fiw thefe elevate themfelves 

higher 
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iHgiMrwid hi^Kri we bW a frefh vpeoing 
«c the Afmmt af the body , winch before teiv 
uinated ki a Iharp pcmt4 and we fiiw thefb- 
4ieml ribt in motion. 

It was.iK>t long before we found theie wem 
not rifings t)f a continued furface, but fq^a* 
Mte and detached *, they opened, they fepara- 
<ed from t>ne another \ the aperture at tht 
mp «rew larger i and akhough they all fepa» 
Itttedit and falling down every way like foma^ 
liy mys from a centre, they formed a -flat and 
i^teaiitififtl orbicviar figure. In this new 
4ippeamaoei, fi> perfia£Uy dffiinft (torn all #ga 
others, 'each animal appeared zgjon sriibe : and 
I think I nev«r faw any thing more beaotifuk 
Each was flow about a liiirdof anindiin dia* 
meter^ and the arms, which were iquitr iepa^ 
fate, wen aU in motitm $ riiey Md a great 
variety of bcautifbl coteivibg, atrii as tfatf 
Bbyed about la iht fim*lhine ippcued to 
Mva yet mon!| the ftrdngeft dots were 4lf 
fHirple, yellow, and blue, all very lively 9 but 
the Ihaftes 'of theie interniingliog with one afi-^ 
other in the<:a»tinual qatvenfag motion foitti^ 
ed aQ iaexpt«fl%k variety: in die centre of 
the body "tras a very large aperture, in fenb 
of a Client, whkh t^t creature ftequetttiy 
Of)ened and cbfed again^ <lurkig ^e vtbiia€i«*» 
on of the arani tfate, though vaftly d^iro- 
poctioned ki fioei, feemed to me eo be a 
mouth, but my inftmdxir loon after feund 
Bveaot to fliew tae that it was okiiy the opai^ 
k^tntoakiodoificafet ori«>ttow»tei»whidl 

the 
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the ciseature receive49 and m^hichrttdetwied 
the animals it was about to prey upon, aad in 
the centre of which was the real mouth, much 
.better proportioned to the Jfee of -the animal. 
We had not long obfervedthe creatures ia 
this new form^ which r^preftnted them more;, 
Vf npt for their motion, rather as flowers ^ 
Chd plant than as any thing of the animal kind,^ 
when one of them that .Had been more violeat 
in it3.tt)otions ti^an all the reft, extended it;* 
:fclf J)eyond the limits oF its cpU, crept abfor 
lutely out of it, and remained only fixed to 
}ts bottom by a thin aad transparent fiktnenc 
which formed a Icind of tail to it » in this 
condition it again alTumed a new iigure and 
new motions, a part of thexays lerved it as 
feet forcliming up the ftalk, and the reft fol- 
lowed its ejjcample ; the wbcSe now wore a v»r 
fy different atoci% inftead of little dobulcs 
of fhapekfs jetty at the bottom erf* the cell^ 
.th^e appeared To many radiated ftars affixed 
to the italks or rudiments of the leaves xiear 
thofe cells, and vibrating their loofe rays iaf 
very rapid and very emert^i^ manner. 4 
pocket glafs, through which my ftiend M — s 
was examining one of them^ fell into the wa** 
ter, thedifturbance which itoccafionedhada 
very unexpefted eflfeft ; in an inflant all that 
yrc had been admiring diiaMeared, the area- 
|ure$ /mftantaneoufly IhruoK back. into their 
holes, and each wa& agsun the iame Ihapdeii 
lump of Jelly ih»t it hid betti before. 

Whik 
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While I was admiring the cvcn^, M 3- 
explained it to me, and took farther advan*- 
tagc of it to prove his aflcrtions, and to inr 
form himfelf of the manner of a thing, of 
which he had known onfy the efFe<ft from fi- 
milar obfervations. He tbid me, this geladr 
nous. appearance was' the ffaie of reft of the 
animal; and that into which it always (hrunk* 
at the appearance of danger*. But that when 
every thing was quiet,, the other was die form 
Into which it threw itfelf, in order to feed. 
He poured out the water which had hithjerto 
been in the veffel, and which was the clearelt 
we could get; as it was. only intended for gl- 
vrng-uy- a. view of the creatures, and in tht 
place of it he put Ibme that bad* drained from^ 
among the bundle of the plants, and thrc^ 
three or four ftalks of them into it The p- 
ther fluid had contained no inftfts,. but thii 
was inhabited by a Hlultitude, of different 
fliapes and forms •, they Twam about nimbly 
in every part, and their motion, inftead of 
deterring, invited the others out fooner than^ 
they would otherwife have appeared. 

The veiTel was placed in a full light, and* 
we could determinately f^e all that pafled iit^ 
It. It was not many moments after die whole 
had been placed for obfervation, when the 
rays' of the infedb at ithe bafes of the fevera^ 
leaves of the plant were all difplaycd'as they 
had becir before, and they were inftantljf 
thrown into the fame kind of vibratory mo* 
tion^ but with more rapidity. The intent 

and 
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and ufe of thU was now endaiU *^ was do( 
as it had at firft ^peare;^) an aA of wanton- 
uefs and^play, but of great ufe^to tbc.ci:cature. 
The aninrulcules that had been %inhahicants x>f 
^he water, and many others which had adher- 
ed to the ilalksrof the ftlaot thrown into it, 
and had now guitted them, fwam about toge- 
^ther in every part; they were of a great vari- 
':^ty of kinds, and different in fize, but the 
krgeft of them bore ho proportion to the fize 
of the infeits which were the immediate' ob- 
Jefts of our obfervation : as they floated about 
at liberty, it appeared very odd to us at firft, 
to fee them run into deftruftion every mo- 
ment ; they were all indifcriminately the prey 
of the animal under obfervation; but as it 
dfd not go out of its place after them, it ap- 
peared odd that lb many fell into its reach ; 
whenever we obferved any of thefe fwimming 
aTong near one of the larger, it on a fudden, 
Inftead of avoiding the aanger, darted itfelf ■^' 
^dwn upon it. 

I was calling up to remembrance 4:he old 
fiory of the fa^ination of the ratde-^ake, and 
of the birds and other creatures on which it 
preyed, inftead of avoiding, running into its 

xriouth ; M s very gravely told me, that 

we would examine into the merits of that fto- 
ry fofiie other time ; but that at prefent he 
iaw what would very well explain all that was 
before ua. He direfted my eyes towards one 
that was in full vigour, and had its rays in a 
werf quick vibration; he made me obfcrye, 

that ' 
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^t dils modofl wasnot even m this cafe in 
all of them, but only in about two thirds of 
the number. Wc iaw the fpaccs between 
the& and thole which remained at reft,, at 
every interval, and we faw the water pouring 
through theft in a continued ftream, and 
wiA fome degree of rapidity : on continuing, 
the eye very carneftiy towards the upper part 
of the animal, we law that the motion was 
continued in the \^ter, and, in fine, we per* 
ceived that the repeatad vibration of thde 
rays in a certwi direftion formed a kind of 
current or whirlpool in the water about the 
animal, drawing it from an extent fomewHat 
larger than the circumference of the whole 
animal to the centre of the body, and throw- 
ing it out again at the apertures between the 
moving rays and thofe which lay at refl^. 

What appeared an a6k of choice in the lit- 
tle creatures which fervedas prey to thisrdc- 
vourtir, now appeared a neeeflity^. the whirl- 
pool forced with it all that was Hide enough 
to be taken in with its motions^ and all were 
carried to the (laughter. 

In this view we hcgzin to exiamine the man- 
ner of feeding more narrowly : if the crea- 
ture carried down with the current of the wa- 
ter, were very fmall, it was fiiffcrcd to pais 
through with the water, and was let Ibole :. if 
a little larger, its fate depended on the part 
of the body on vl^hich it fell ; if near the large 
opening, which niay be called a falfe mouth,, 
in the centre of the creature^s body, it was 

uken 
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taken into it; tf ait a greafer dUbncr, no 
puns were ukm to lecure i^ biit' it was car^ 
lied off again : if a larger animalcule ofibrd, 
the feene was difkreati if it fdl iRimediace* 
ty into die mouth, it was fwallowed as the 
adien; but if towsds an edge of the body, 
and out of its reach, the rays feWed in the 
place of hands, and ftopped it from rolling 
o0^ and drawing theniielvcs inward^ thrutt 
it toward the aperture tiH k was received io- 
toif, 

TTievariety of creatures that ofiered them- 
f(dve»asprey to thefevoraciotis animals afibrd- 
ed US' yet more opportunity of admorhig the. 
proTifion thb' author of nature has made for 
the meaneft (^ his works ; and indeed we had' 
great reafbn to jcMn in the truth of tbrold ob- 
fervationf riiiat bis wildom is no where fbi 
much feen as in the minuttft of Ins creatures. 
We Aied our eye upoff an animalcule of lar/- 
gerthan ordinary fize; its figure was fdmb- 
w^t like thatrof a fkrimp, its bignefs t(^cal\ 
to one third of tharof the creatures we were 
oM^ving^ and it was iurnrflied not only with 
legS) but wkh a kind of fins' for fwimming ; 
its motions^ were mmUte/ and its form had an 
a|){>taFance*of roboftncfs and ftrerigth; we 
mA focn this many timfcs croffirig' the litrie 
whtrpoeli' formed by the rays of ^ thcfe crea- 
tures, and continuing his courfe over them' 
unconcernedly, while the leffer- animalcules, 
that were about it were all^ drawn* in and de? 
TdUTjcd. : 

At 
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Atieng^Ji new icene prefented kfelf : the 
creature which had f6 often fwam over die 
current formed by the rays of this animal, 
with a perfeft negleft, pafled much nearer 
the body of one of them: this chanced to be 
that individual which was moft perfediy un- 
der our eye; the incident was fortunate for 
us, the event veiy furprizing. The creature 
noiboner found the other within its circle, 
than it clofed upon it ; all the rays were in an 
inftant drawn up together, and formod a kind 
of pyramid, fuch as 4;hey had done in ^their 
firft appearance, only thidcer and fhorter ; the 
body of the viftim was enclofed within the 
hollow, but its head appeared out at the ex- 
tremity. The conflict was long andoUli* 
nate, the viflim trying to diiengage its body, 
the deftroyer to draw it in farther ; we could 
fee when the ftrength of the lefler creature 
fjuled, it had recourfe to its mouth and a kind 
of fofiked claws, like thofe of the lobfter, 
with which it Would bite, pinch, and wound 
the rays, but all efforts were vain, the devou* 
rer perfiiled, and at length drew in the whole 
prey; it was xhe bufmefs of fome moments 
to gorge it : the creature retained the pyra* 
midal form for fbme time, and afterwards tt^ 
body might be feen diftended as if full, and 
die rays, though fpread open as before, had 
very little motion. 

We dire&ed our obfervations to another 
that was yet hungry, and after a repetition of 
oil we had feen in this, had the opportunity 

of 
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of a yet more odd appearance: among the* 
creatures that fwam about in the water, one 
Qf the very largcft kind feemed a fpecies of 
the bivalve ihell fifh; it was miich of the 
ihape of a mufcle, but it appeared fingular, 
that inftead of keeping at the bottom, as 
thofe Iheli fifli do, it carried its light cover- 
ing all about with it. One of thefe at length 
came in the way of the general deftroyer ; it 
haid often croffed the whirlpool, as the other, 
unhurt and unr^garding : but this wa^ a neW 
trial ; it moved clbfe over the furface of the 
body, the rays all inftantly clofed upon it, 
and though riot long enough to cover it en-* 
tirely, kept it firm upon the body. By de- 
grees* ieis and lefs of it appeared above their 
ppint^ : the work wias long, but in the end it 
was wholly taken in, A few moments more' 
Ihewed us the rayis, as in the former ckfe, af- 
ter gorging the lai^e creature, thrown down^ 
again, and very languid in their modons ; but 
in this the appearance ftill was different', the 
body appeared bloated vaftly more than its 
natural fize with the included prey, and the 
creature appeared uneafy, and by feveral mo- 
tions Ihcwed itfelf eager to difgorge what it 
had too ravenoufly fwallowed : I thought in 
the cafe of the ftrperit we are told of by foihe 
of the naturalifts, that having fucked aown a 
hedge hog, perifted by the wounds of its 
prickles. The cafe however here, was other- 
wife, the fhell fifh was not fwallowed down 
the throat, or received into the ftomach, it 
^ Voc.. I K had 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 194) 
had only been taken into the great hoUoW la , 
the centre of which the mouth is placed ^ and 
the motions and contortions that we obferved 
in the creature, were not the efFefts of pain» 
but of its turning the ^n^eldy creature about, . 
in order to get at every paa: of it with more 
facility ; after a few momente the large aper- 
ture or falfe mouth opened, and out was 
thrown what appeared at firft fight to be thc« 
whole creature that had been fwallowed, but 
a nearer examination fhewed it to be only 
the flicll. 

It is not eafy to conceive by what means a 
creature, fo unprovided of what might fcem 
the neceflary organs for fuch a purpofe, had 
loofened and taken out the body of fo roUift 
an infc£b from out its fhell ; but it was done 
completely. In the larger fhcU fifh the body 
is fixed to the covering by a very ftrong liga- 
ment; it is probably ia the fame manner, 
though different in degree, that this minute • 
creature is faftened; and there appear no 
means by which the animal that we had feea 
preying on it, could remove it. 
' I was in great aftonilhment at the whole 
Form and funftions of the animal •, I took it 
to be a creature Jui generis^ but M— -s af- 
fured me otherwife ; the fpecies he told me 
was wholly unknown, and its fingularities 
many and furprifing, but it belongs, I find^ 
to the clafs of the fea nettles, a gelatinous . 
animal found floating on the water, and fo 
called from (tinging the flefh \ and is not un- 
like, : 
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like, in fomcrcfpefts, to that beautiful fpc- 
cies, frequent in the Weft Indies, and de- 
fcribed by a phlofophical genius in the Tranf- 
aftions of the Royal Society, under the name 
of the Animal flower; though its double 
mouth, its tail that fixes it to its place, and 
moft other of its Angular charafters are per- 
fedlly different. ♦ * ♦ 

LETTER XXXL 

I Have had two days for the examining 
Avignon ; I could have fpent as many 
more with fatisfaftion. It is a large and ele- 
gant city-, the walls are very fingular; they 
feem intended rather for ornament than 
ftrength ; they are in the Gothic ftyle, and 
are the neateft thing of their kind I have any 
where feen. They are the work of Clement 
the Sixth, to whom queen Joan, in the year 
1348, when (he fled from Naples, on the 
murther of her hiilband, and in dread of the 
refentment of her brother in law the king of 
Hungary, fold the city for eighty thoufand 
gold crowns. She thought to have recover- 
ed it afterwards, but before (he could even 
attempt driving the enemy out of Naples^ 
Ihc was taken by her nephew, and fuffered 
the punifliment of her crime. 

Avignon has been a very ancient town, it 
is now the capital of Venaiflin in Provence : 
the firft foundation of it is faid to have been 
by the Phocians, not long after their l>iikl- 
ing Marfcilles. In the time of the Romaji 
Kz coflquells 
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conquefts we hear of it, and that with pe- 
culiar honours ; we find it in their writings 
under the name of Avemo Cavarum, and it 
is eminent for the honour done, and privi- 
leges granted it, on account of its fidelity. 

It is at this time the fee of an archbifhop^ 
and is a pleafant as well as a large town ; the 
avenues to it are grand and agreeable, • and 
it has many fine buildings. It has been a 
place of trade, but the French at this time 
draw off as much of that from it as they can : 
what it wants however in conuricrce, is fup- 
plied to it by the refidence of people of for- 
tune; and if kfe rich, it is a more pompous 
city than perhaps it has ever been: the plca- 
&ntnefs or the place, and fome other confider- 
ations, carry (o many families of affluence to 
it, that there is hardly a ftreet without three 
or four palaces. The fpirit of liolpitality is 
alfo at a very high pitch; people have man^ 
immunities here, which their neighbours, un- 
der the French government, want ; and arc 
free from a number of duties and • impofts ; 
popes have fled hither during the fchifms of 
the church, and many families of note havie 
continued here ever fince, who attended 
them : there arc for this reafon many Italians, 
and perhaps the rivallhip in point of liberali- 
ty as well as fplendor, between thefe noble- 
men of different countries, is in the place of 
virtue, and keeps up the hofpitality as well 
as grandeur, for which Avignon is, and de- 
fcrvcs to be eminent. 

Oo 
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On the other fide of the Rhone is Vilk- 
neauve. In crofling the river from this place 
we faw the ruins ofa bridge of wood, fcern^ 
ing to have been a tolerable ftrufture; there 
are only two or three arches of it entire, on 
the Avignon fide : the people of Avignon 
hold this in a kind of facred efteem % they 
call it the work of St. Benezet, a name cano^ 
nized by one of the popes, who refided at 
Avigqon. We were told that he was origin- 
ally a poor fliephcrd, who was taught architec- 
ture by miracle, or infpiration, at twelve years 
old, and left feveral remains of a very great 
workman. How unhappy is our ingenious 
Fergufon ! If we were in a laint-making coun-- 
try, doubtlefs the fhepherd who had left that 
jprofcffion for aftronomy, and had made fuch ' 
-progrefs in it as to publiih books, and to be 
fdiftinguifhed with peculiar honours by a 
Royal Spciety, would have flood as fair for 
canonization : but reft in peace, St. Fcrgur 
fon ; thou wouldft have known nothing of 
the matter during thy life, and it would not 
be worth thy while to purchafe at fix pence 
all that thy bones would feel of it afterwards. 

Avignon boafts many pompous and elegant 
public buildings : the cathedral is dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and is a very noble ftruc- 
ture ; the chapel of the Virgin in it is elegant 
and \yell ornamented with paintings j the great 
altar k a very fuperb one. There are a num- 
ber of curious, and fome very auguft tombs : 
Benedift the Twelfth has his memory prefer- 
K 3 ved . 
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vcd by a very noble maufoleum in this church; 
but were it not as well for his charader that 
♦his had been let alone ? were it not as eligible 
to a pontiff of underftanding, to have rotted 
in filence, as to have ^ery traveller, who fees 
this piece of fculpture, and hears to whom it 
is ereded, fay. Oh ! that Benedift who had 
Petrarch's fifter for a miftrels ! The famous 
John the Twenty-fecond is another oF the 
popes buried here, and his tomb is alfo a 
grand one. You have told our friend G- ■ ■ 
that if his diftant relation, diftant in every 
. fenfe of the word, had alked what kind of 
man he was, of any creature on earth befide 
himfclf, he would never have left him fix 
pence. I would not fay this was the cafe with 
John the Twenty-fecond and the popedom j 
but certainly John was the firil whofe good 
opinion of himfelf ever procured it : the di- 
vifions in the conclave, at the death of Cle- 
ment the Fifth, were beyond all profpeft of 
accommodation i the cardinals at length a- 
greed to refer to fome one for a decifion ; 
they chofe the cardinal Dofla, who inftantly 
nominated himfelf pope, and took this name 
of John the Twenty-fecond. 

Many of the popes have refided through 
choice at Avignon ; thofe from Clement the 
Fifth to Gregory the Eleventh, a fpace of 
feventy-two years, all did fo; but there were 
thofe who did fo on a different motive ; there 
was a time when faftion and menaces from 
without fo influenced and terrified the con* 
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clave, that popes were nominated, and fooh 
after fupercedcd: the councir of Conllance 
put an end to* this turbulent fchifm. . But till 
that period each of the popes duly excommu- 
nicated his antagonift ; and of the two infal- 
libles with whom the church was at that time 
honoured, the weaker ufually refidcd at Avig- 
non^ Jeaving the wicked Rome to his more 
powerful rival. 

The church of the Celeftins took me many 
hour^in the examination^ and I wifh I knew 
where to employ as many to-morrow with e- 
qual pleafure : there is one of the completeft 
and beft pieces of Mofaic work of its time, 
that I Jmve feen^.it is the Carrying of the 
Crofe, and is a piece of infinite labour. Thp 
life and miracles of St. Peter of Luxembourg, 
fuch are the modeft words the good catholics 
ufe on thefe occafions, are painted, and not 
badly,, on a chapel dedicated to him. This 
noble laint was preferred to the cardinal's hat 
atei^tecn, for his remarkable fanftity; and 
it is reco/ded as an a<£l of great praife, on the 
tomb of Clement the Seventh, that it was he 
who bellowed the hat on the young faint, 
miraculis corufcantem^ fuch are the words, by 
which we fee that the fatyrift's 

Sepulchral lies our holy walls to grace, 

is not a refleftion only on our own country. 

You have read of the moil illuftrious mo- 
narch Rene, the fidler and the painter king ; 
who, a§ Hannibal loft the world for a miftrefs^ 
K 4 .gav^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 200 ) 

gave up to thefe ftrarce Icfe honourable pur* 
fuics in a fovercign, the faireft opportunities 
of recovering Naples from the houfe of Arra- 
gon :' but he had what he liked ; let the am- 
bitious look CO their own concerns. I have 
an extreme odd reaibn for naming this odd 
king to you : he was not fo devoted to the 
arts as to negleft the gentle calls of love 5 he 
hid his miftrefs, and a favourite one; we 
have fuch a memorial of his pa/Hon, as the 
whole romantic and amorous world cannot 
equal: the unhappy lady died while he was. 
gone on his pilgrimage to Jerufelem. At his 
. return he ordered her cofEn to be opened 5 
. and, as a mixt trophy of affedion and devo- 
tion, he with his own hand drew the figure 
of the fineft woman of her age, falling into a 
putrid (keleton : the pifture was confccrated 
as a memento mori to the Avignon beauties, 
and is prefer vcd in the veftry of the church I 
liave juft named to you : it is not badly paint- 
ed For a piece of that time, and there is fuffi- 
cient proof of its authenticity by the ftyle in 
whicii it is done •, but the whole earth cannot 
fliew fo fliocking a fubjeifl. 

The church of the CordeKers is honoured 
.. by the remains of the celebrated Laura, Pe- 
trarch's Laura; a lady, if we may believe 
thofe who were lefs .romantic and lefs in love 
th^n the poet, poffefled of the federal accom- . 
plifliments of body and mind in a degree fu- 
- pcrior to almoft any of her fex. Her figure 
is preftrvqd in many paintings, but I m'uft 
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C5ccept, fo far as my opinion will warrant it; 
out of that number, a famous portrait kept in 
a private Houfe in the neighbourhoo4 of this 
church, and pretended to be an original. 
This indeed gives one ideas of her perfon, by 
no means agreeable to thofe we find in Pe- 
trarch's defcription: perhaps the colour of 
.the hair in this unknown pi^ure has been the 
only circumllance that led to the opinion of 
its being her's i and that is rather red than the 
true golden* 

The other pictures of her exprefs a mod 

beautiful perfon, and an air of goodfenfe and 

.modefty that is not to be defcribed, nor to be 

-well conceived by any who have not feen the 

})i6hires. Her accompliftiments of mind ^e 
ufficiently blazoned by the poet, who was 
her lover, and by his cotemporaries ; but the 

. greateft compliment that ever was paid her, 
was that the then pope offered Petrarch, who. 
was in orders, a difpenfation to marry her, 
which fhe was not averie to, but w;hich he, 
by a very happy compliment declined. The 
only monument of this lady, fo celebrated' in 
her life, is a plain grave-ftone, diftinguifhed 
no otherwife than by the mullet, the arms of 
the family, and an infcription pf much more 
modern date in Latin* This was engraved 
at the inftance of a Portuguefc gentleman, 

*who drew it up as he paffed through Avig- 
non on his travels, and was at the expcnce of 
its being cut in the ftqne* 
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Two hundred years after the burial of this 
celebrated woman, a piece of parchment was 
difcoveied, which Petrarch had flipped under 
her head as they put her into her coffin, and 
which contained fome elegant Italian verfcs ; 
they prcferve this with great care in the veftry 
of the church. It was dircovered when 
Francis the Firft caufed the tojnb to be open- 
ed, that he might fee the remains of a wo* 
man, whom he regretted that fortune had 
placed in an age fo diftant from his own. 

What there is farther worth notice in this 
town are two colleges of Jefuits, both hand- 
fome and well contrived jDuildings: fome 
tombs, rather remarkable for the quantity, or 
the elegance of the marble, than for the fcuip- 
ture. In the church of St. Martial, belong- 
ing to the Benediftines : and fhat of cardinal 
iDamianus, in St. Dcdier's, in a better tafte 
than the others. There is alfo here an uni- 
* verfity, a court of inquifition, and a mint 
where money is ftruck with the pope's arms. 
The Jews are alfo allowed a fynagogue, but 
they are obliged to go diftinguifhed with a 
yellow hat, and they are kept fufficiently poor. 
There is a convent of Carthufians, on the 
other fide of the Rhone; in 'the church of 
which are fome good paintings. I could not 
deny myfelf the pleafure of vifiting the Par- 
naflus of Petrarch ; it it a mountain overlook- 
ing the valley of Vanclufe, and the fountain 
of that name, the fource of the Sorgue : I re- 
verenced the place where fome of the fineft 
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elegies in the world have been produced ; I 
thought the name of Laura ftill refounded 
from the caves and rocks, once vocal from 

the breath of Petrarch. M rs obfcrved, 

that the place muft have been once covered 
with the fea, or with the waters of the deluge ; 
for that he never faw fo many or fo fine concha 
anomU. * * * ' 

LETTER XXXII. 

I Have reached the capital of Provence r 
Aix is the moft charmingly fituated of any 
town that I have feen; it ftandsin a delight- 
ful plain, the Are, a little but a clear and ra- 
pid river, waters it*, it is furrounded, at a^ 
proper diftance, with hills, and thcfe have all 
their fprings and rivulets trickling down their 
fides. You can look from no part of it,, 
without feeing an amphitheatre that fets in an 
ill light all the artificial works of the Romans, - 
With all this beauty the country is rocky as 
well as hilly, and more calailated for admi- 
ration than for ufe. What difibrent things 
recommend a place to different people ! After 
afl the encomiums I have paffed upon the fir 
tuation of Aix, the' inhabitants would very 
gladly part with Che fine hills for dirty pa- 
ftures, and had rather a muddy river fhould 
bring velTcls to their quays, than the clear 
jiream Ihew every pebble at its bottom. 

Several of the fprings that trickle down th« 
KIIs about Aix ar€ medicinal, probably this 
circumftance influenced people to build a town 

here 
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here long before the Romans were heard of in 
Gaul. Aix, as it ftands at prcfent, is how- 
ever doubtlefs of Roman origin ; it was built 
by Sextius Calvinus, a general of thatvifto- 
rious nation, and called' from his name Aqua 
SextitE. He made it a place of arms, and 
his countrymen ufed it afterwards to keep 
the Salii in awe. There are fome remains of 
antiquity about it, but they are not many or 
very confidcrable ; one of the moft obferva- 
ble is the ruins of the ancient bathing place, 
difcovercd in the fuburbs in the year 1704. 
It has been a building of fome confequence 
and in good tafte. 

Aix is a large and well built city ; it rc- 
fembles Paris more than any other town of 
France : the houfes are good, and the pub* 
lie buildings confidcrable, and the fquares ajid 
fountains, which are all in good condition, 
add a great deal to its fplendor : but the moft 
confiderable, and by much the moft delight- 
ful thing at Aix, is the Cours, calculated to 
pleafe more fenfes than the eye j this is a fu- 
perb and elegant place, it is fifteen hundred 
feet in length, and is incJofed between twa 
Very lofty and fuperb rows of buildings, each 
^^lanted with a double row of trees in the front, 
and in the middle of the walk there are placed 
at certain diftances, three or four fountains. 
The fummer in Provence is little lefs hot 
than m the moft fputhern trafts of Spain or 
Italy, the reverberation of the fun's ray^s 
from the rocky hills with which this part of 

France 
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France abounds, is one principal occafion of 
this •, and againft this he^t the coolnefs of the 
fountains and (hades of the Cours at Aix arc 
a moft agreeable defence. 

What I obferved of the remains of Roman 
architefture, were no more than the portal of. 
an antient temple ; it is not in the higheft 
ftyle, but there is a fimplicity and fymmetry 
in it that charmed me : it is now at the little 
church of St. Sauveur. There are three towers 
.remaining in the walls of the city, doubtlels 
Roman, but of no great curiofity ; and fome 
Veftiges of the old, baths at the fprings out of 
the town ; but they have in a manner buried 
thefe in the buildings erefted lately for the 
accommodation of thofe who drink the waters. 

The cathedral is a Gothic building, rather 
elegant than fuperb. . They (hew here, with 
great veneration, a little chapel, in which the 
jpeople are made to believe ^ary Magdalen 
died. The church and college of the jefuits 
^re elegant, and the Gentlcmens oratory de- 
pends alfo on them. I was charmed with 
lome paintings there ; there are feven of them ; 
.the manner is great in them all, and the de- 
fign corredl : in an altar-piece, the fubjeft qf 
which is the Annunciation, there is a correft- 
• nefs of delign, and boldnefs and concomitant 
grace in the figures, an expre(rion in the 
countenances, and an eafe in the draperies 
that at once charmed and furprifed me ; it was 
with great eagernefs that t ^(ked what hand, 
for it was perfedly unknown to, me, had ex- 
ecuted 
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ccuted them ; I was ignorant before that Pur 
get was a painter : I have had occafion to men- 
tion his name to you with great refpeft as a 
ftatuary, and from what I have feen of his 
works, which is but a very fmall part, and 
even that not the beft, am not afraid to^ pro- 
nounce him the firft fculptor of France in hh 
time. Good God ! what a genius has here 
•been as it were buried ; a man who in botR 
arts might indifputably have rivalled Angelo, 
by his own rcmiflhefe, or by the neglcft of 
patrons, who fhall fay which? has left hardly 
a name behind him. 

Aix does not want fcuJptures in its churches ; 
fome of them, though the artift is not well 
known, to me, evidently fpeak themfelves the 
works of Puget. The tombs of the old counts 
and counteffes of Provence, in the cathedral, 
have a great ^r of rude grandeun The mau- 
ibleum ot Charles of Anjou, Valois,«nd Hu- 
bert de la Garde, are at once fplendid and ele- 
gant ; and many others deferve attention, tho* 
I think they will hardly countenance a long 
defcription to you. The front of the cathe- 
dral is much admired ; it is a good piece of 
workmanlhip, and is on the model of that in 
the Lateran. I mentioned the painter King, 
who had given fa extraordinary a portrait of 
his miftrefs, in the laft letter j in this place I 
few another of himftlf, done alfo, as is re- 
corded, by his hand, aivi far from a mean 
performance, for its time 5 hisarms are under 
It, and there appear thofc of Arragon, on ah 
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cfcutchcon of pretence : he flyled himfelf king 
of Arragon, in right of his mother. 

The people of Aix retain to this day a kind 
of enthufiaftic veneration for the name of 
this monarch -, they fmg anthems of his com- 
pofing at their folemn proceflions, and call 
the walks which he frequented by his name.' 

LETTER XXXIII. 

I Do not know a town in alf France that has 
fo much of the genius of the nation, if I 
may fo exprefs it^ as Marfeilles ; every difFe* 
rent view of it fliews you as it were a quite 
diflferent place ; nor is this variety, under tri- 
fling circumftances, the only thing in which it 
favours of the manners of the people. It has 
the peculiar advantage of feeming to ftrangers 
ten times as big as it really is. If you fee it 
from the fca, you confound with it the three 
iflands which ftand before it and formits port ; 
if from the land fide, its environs are fo full 
of fummer-houfes and other little retreats of 
that kind, that its extent is yet more encreafed 
to the imagination, than in the former view. 
From the town, the prolpeft on the land fide 
is extremely agreeable, and the lea- ward Ihews 
a noble harbour. 

The fituation of Marfeilles isfo advantage- 
ous that there is no doubting there having been 
a town there from the carlieft time when France 
had commerce with the reft of the world : we 
hear of it in the remoteft antiquity. The 
Phocians arc generally underftood to have firft 
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fettled there; the Romans make frequent men- 
tion of it» though one would think, by the 
manner in which Gefar mentions it, that two 
of the three iflands, which form the entrance 
into the port, had rifen out of the fea fince 
he was there ; he mentions only one, nor is 
it poflible to guefs which of the diree, if they 
Were all there, he meant, by that he mentions. 
The town ftands on a fine bay in die Medi- 
terranean ; and as one enters it from the iea^ 
the forts and citadel, the convents and churches, 
and the extent of buildings that intermix with, 

* and run out every way beyond them, form at 
once the moft auguft ancf agreeable piece for 
painting that I think I have any where feen. 

The infide is not lels elegant than what is 
feen of the out, frwn a diftantview. Mar- 
feilles, that was in very early times fb emi- 
nent for its fchools of literature, that the 
Greeks, the Romans, and the Gauls, have all 
boafted of having received their education 
there ; Marfeilles, that ftands immortalifed for 
its<iefencc ag^nft the Roman arrns, that ob- 
tained the privilege of an ally by refufing to 
fubmit tillCaefar fummoned it as a conquered 
place, is at this time in no inferior ftate j it is 

* one of the largeft and moft flourilhing towns 
in France, the buildings are more magnificent 
thanalmoftin any other; and, which is of 

' vaftly more real honour and importance, the 
trade is greater in it than in any city of the 
French dominions. 
What nature has given it in the advantage 

of 
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of fituation, (he has^fecured to it by tbe&me 
means ; the entrance into the harbour admits 
but one fhip at a time, and is eafily ihut with 
a chain *, it is of an oval form, a very ipacious 
quay furrounds it -, from this the town goes 
backward, afcending all the way, and the hill 
behind it forms one of the fined amphitheatres 
imaginable. There is a caftlc of confiderable 
ftrength upon the Dlf, the fmallcft of the 
three iflands in the harbour. The citadel is 
alio near the harbour ; it is a noble building; 
it commands the whole town, and its out- 
works reach to the port i and there arc bca- 
cpns for fucty miles along the coafl, to alarm 
the country upon the approach .of an hoftilc 
power. The town is well fortified with walb, 
towers, and baftions. XiCwis the Fourteenth 
well knew its importance ; he not only en- 
larged, but ftrengthened it greatly. The ar- 
tificers in this city are more numerous than in 
any in all France. The inhabitants are com- 
puted at a hundred and twenty-five thoufand. 
They diftinguilh the buildings of diflPerent 
periods into "what they call the Old and the 
New Town : in the Old, the houfes are poor, 
and tjie ftreets narrow and dirty ; the New is 
one of the cleganteft places in Europe. The 
Cpurfe is, beyond diipute, the fineft ftreet in 
Europe; the great entrance to the town is 
through it ; the houfes on each fide are mag- 
nificent and regular, and they are fo diftanC 
that there are fine rows of trees between them. 
To the right from this lies the New Town, 

with 
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with the arfenal, the exchange, and the quay, 
which is terminated on one fide by a good 
range of buildings, and on the other by a bar 
fon, capable of receiving five hundred veffefs, 
and of fccuring.them at anchor in any weather^ 

The gates, which are fix, are well built •, the 
patrons of the town, St. Lazarus and St.Vic- 
tor, have their ftatues, not badly executed, on 
the Royal Gate, which is the principal of the 
fix. The cathedral is dedicated to the ftrft of 
thcfe gentlemen, and is a very fingular edifice; 
it is very antient^ and extremely irregular in 
its form ; it is dark and difagrecabfe, and 
Hands in a very bad part of the city. It has 
been generally fuppofcd to have been a Pagan 
temple, and the ftatue of a goddcfi of uni- 
verial naaire, named Cybele,^ Ifis, or Diana of 
the Ephefians ; for they are all confounded 
in the figure, and by moft who name them, 
has given occafion to an opinion, that it was 
originally built in honour of the lafl: ; but this 
is a very fbrry foundation for a conjefturc de- 
livered with fuch an air of certainty. 

It is not to be conceived how prolifick'error 
is of error, or how eafily men of an enthu- 
fiaftic turn pafs from the imagining one thing 
to the affirming another •, from the fancy of 
Diana of the Ephefians having been worfhip- 
ped here, they have raifed a ftory of thejr 
converfion from that fuperftition by Mary 
Magdalen ; they not only afiiire us of her 
having taken infinite pains on this head, but 
Ihew a little chapel, juftoppofite to the gate 
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of the church, which they affure us is built 
upon the very Ipot where Ihc ufed to take her 
ftation, in order to plead with them in ikvour 
of the chriftian religion, as they went into 
the door of the temple dedicated to their 
idol. As there is now no fort of foundation 
beyond the moft vague conjefture, for the 
ftanding of any Pagan temple in this place, 
the reft of the tradition certainly is on a very 
fickle bafis. However that be, the Marfcit- 
lians acknowledge their copverfion to have 
been the work of that faint. They preferve a 
fcuU with great veneration, which they fay be- 
longed to St. Lazarus, her brother. I wonder 
fome good body has not furnifhed them with. 
a remnant of her ftays, or a fragment of the 
fringe of her under-petticoat j it is pity people 
in fuch a humour for veneration Ihould not 
be fqpplied with objefts for it. 

However it may ftand with men of your 
judgment and of my fufpicions as to this facred 
relique, there is a Pagan one which gave me 
great pleafurc, and carries fome better proofs 
of its origin ; it is in the court before the bi- 
•fliop's palace ', it is aCompofite pillar, large, 
entire, and very fair: it is one of'the*beauti- 
fuUeft remains of its kind that I have feen, 
and gives one a very great opinion of the 
building to which it has belonged. There 
was, for a long time, a block of marble, of 
very confiderable dimenfions, on the ground 
near it, doubtlefs a part alfo of the fam6 
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building ; but this has been removed to Aix; 
Hubert de laGardis's tomb is made out of it. 

There do not feem to be any where in 
France people fo fond of andquities as the 
Marfeilhans, but it is with little foundation 
Aat they boaft of them. Their church of 
Notre Dame des Accoles they will have to 
have been a temple of Apollo Delphinus ; and 
their nunnery of St. Sauveur, of Minerva; but 
there is no more than a groundleis tradition 
for it. There are a few incohfiderable bas- 
reliefs and infcriptions at Su Viftor, but thcffe 
and the pillar already memioncd, are all I law 
truly antique there. 

Having named St. ViAor, I cannot omit 
to tell you that it is an abbey, with the ap* 
pearance of a citadel ; it is a large and noble 
edifice ^ it ftands at the foot of the citadel, 
iind Is enclofedwithvcryftrong walls, flanked 
with towers of a great height and ftrength. It 
is the oldefl foundation of the Benedidines in 
Europe; they boaft of it, as the work of one 
of the old kings of Burgundy, of Ae Maero* 
vingiari race, but it would be juft to fct its ori- 
gin much earlier. It was originally dedicated 
to St. Reta ; but the new faints among the 
Homan catholics have a ftrange way of im* 
hefting the old ones, by taking their houfes 
over their heads ; St. Viftor's bones were no 
fooncr brought to it, but he became its patron. 
Over the great gate he is celebrated withaa 
infcription, MAssiLiANi verb victor ci- 
vesq;;^£ tv£RE. 

I was 
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I was pleafcd with a momiment here, tho* 
I fcarce know to what in pacticular I fliould 
attribute the fatisfadion it gave me ; it is one 
rOf thofe beauties that ftrike us when'we view 
•them altogether, but will not bear taking to 
pieces : it is to Pope Urban the Fifth, and 
ftands in the choir. There is another of Eufe- 
bius, in the lowerchurch, alio worthy notice: 
»hereaHbis commemorated the fate of twenty- 
four young ladies, who, when the Vifigoths 
»took Marfeilles by ftorm, disfigured their fa- 
ces to avoid their incontinence ; they were all 
put to the fword by thefe barbarians, and have 
jnonuments in .this abbey. 

The Benediftines of this houfe arc the moft 
powerful and the- richeft of any of their or- 
der-, their treafury is very opulent; thejrlhew 
you reliques of faints, which they afieft to 
prize as their greateft poffeflions ; but they do 
not fail to point out to you alfo their riches in 
>gbld, filver, and things of more certain value ; 
they do this with an afFefted negled, which 
with many fets them ftill higher than their 
real value. The great commerce of Marfeilles 
with the Levant has more than once brought 
in the plague among them ; this terrible diC- 
temper, about thirty years fince (1720) carried 
off eighty thoufand inhabitants ; the city was a 
defert ; but the fituation, the fuccefs of the 
manufaftures, and the extenfive commerce, 
invited numbers to fill up the vacancy, and it 
is perhaps more populous than ever : but fuch 
care is now taken, that they fcarce fear a new 
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TiCtatioB from the fame quarter. The idarids 
which front the port are three miles from the 
town, and there are lazarets on all of them, 
for the performing quarentine, a cuftom they 
have the prudence and addreft to render at 
once indifpenlable and eafy. 

The fummer-houfes that cover the face of 
the country on the land fide, belong princi- 
pally to the middling tradefmen of the town ; 
the cuftom of having them is almoft univer- 
fal. The trades-people are early up, and they 
attend their bufinefs with an indefatigable in- 
duftry, till about four in the afternoon; the 
bufinefs and the extreme heat of the day arc 
then over : if the good man be married, he 
placeth his wife on an af5 between panniers, in 
one of which there is a child or two, if he has 
them, in the other fome wine, oil, and bread; 
he drives the afs, and when they come to the 
retreat, they folace together in a harmony, 
that it were well if thofe, who think them- 
felves much above them, would imitate. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

I Do not know lb ftrange a country as be- 
tween Marfeilles and Toulon, clpecially 
that part of it neareft the former. The road 
is over deferts and mountains, too horrible for 
defcription ; here you are to climb a precipice 
up a perpendicular rock as ftraitasawall^and 
the leaft flip of your foot threatens deftrudicni ; 
there the way is not lefs terrible on horfeback -, 
you pafsa narrow caufeway ; on one fide rile 
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perpendicular rocks till you lofc them in the 
clouds, on the other falls a pfecipice as per- 
pendicular, and too deep to look upon ^ here 
fome vaft mifliapen rock is to be afcended with, 
difficulty, and defcended again with danger; 
■ there the vaft cracks feeni tohaveloofened the 
very part you ftand upon, and to threaten . 
tumbling with you into the vale below ; over 
head injthis place bangs a horizontal fragment, 
threatening you with its fall ; and a httle far- 
ther the urijointed pieces rife one over another, 
and threaten accumulated deftrudion of the 
ian>e kind. To look at the place, you would 
call it inaccefllble ; but whither will not devo- 
<tion make its way? It is to an enthOfiaftic fire 
df this kind, that wp owe the knowledge of 
its being poffible to pafs thefe formidable fcenes 
on foberer occafions ; religion led the way, 
and trade, vpleafure and curiofity have preffed 
upon her neps. 

In the moft terrible part of this forbidding 
fcene lies St. Baume ; it is fix, leagues from 
Marfeilles ; but were it fixty, the hereditary 
devotion of that place would carry multitudes 
to a place where Mary Magdalen uTed to re- 
tire. They (hew her grotto, as they call it, 
upon the furface of the vaft rock, and have 
built a chapel to her honour on the fpot. 
There is a Spring, of whofe miraculous vir- 
tues .amazing things have been recorded -, the 
rock alfo is full of crevices, and water iflues 
QUt in every part about, except in one place, 
where, as they fay, the faint had ufed to fit : 
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this may be true without a miracle ; in Co un- 
comfortable a place, if there were one dry 
foot, any body in their fenfes would ieleft it 
for fuch a purpofc ; and it does not appear to' 
me that fuch a one need to have been made by 
miracle. They led me to the grotto, and 1 
had curiofity equal to the devotion of many 
of the vifitants -, I climbed the deep rock a 
great deal higher, to fee the holy pillar on the 
fummit, erefted, as the pious Dominican who 
Ibcwed me the place (there is a cloyfter of 
them by the chapel) affured me, in comme- 
moration of the known miracle of that faint's 
being many times a day taken out of her grot- 
to, and lifted up thither by angels, to enjt^ 
a foretafte of the beatifick vifion. There is 
a little oratory near the fpot ; it (lands on the 
verge of a moll frightful precipice, and the 
Ilory of this miraculous elevation is painted 
on it : who can doubt its truth, when there 
is fuch authority for it. 

Icongramlated myfelf for my fafety as loon 
as I had got down ; the remembrance chills 
me. The reft of the road has fomething 
more agreeable ; part of it lies through an 
open and a cultivated country > but rocks and 
mountains here and there return upon one. 

Toulon owes, as Marfeilles, its confidcrable- 
nefs to its lituation : it is a noble fea^port, nor 
is there any time of which we have record, in 
which it was not in being. The Marfeilli^ns 
are of very antient origin, and Toulon feems- 
almoft coeval with them. One of their firft 
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'works^ when the earlieft of the antient inha- 
'bitants fettled there, was the building a ciaftle, 
and fome other edifices, where Toulon now 
Hands, to defend the-ccn^ againft pyrates as 
•well as future invadeis. In the time of the 
"Ronian ronquells it was not lels known than 
'Marfcilles ; Pliny mentions it under the name 
of Portiis Citharifta : it is poflffl)le it might. 
t>btain its name Toulon from Telon^ a Celtic 
word of parallel meaning. Telo'Martius, a 
Roman tribune, fettled a colony there, and 
•afterwards called it by its own name. 

The. regard that was paid to die fituation 
lias its' foundation in pleafureas wellasadvan^ 
tage ', it is at once the hneft and fafeft port in 
France ; it is open oniy to the fouth ; on all 
other parts hills, and.thofe very high ones, de- 
fend it: thcfe are not compofed of rocks, or 
formed into precipices at once barrep and 
frightful, butthey are covered with vineyards 
and plantations ; at a diftance there is more 
the look of England than of France behind 
this town ; but when we approach nearer, it 
gives inftead of that a yet more elegant ap- 
pearance ; the gardens of the Hcfperides are 
feen, where we thought we had complimented 
in fuppofing that we 'law thole of England • 
the olive is as frequent as the vine ; and be- 
fifle this native plenty of wine and oil, the 
pomegranate and the almond, the lemon, ci- 
tron, and orange are all fcen loaded with their 
pompous ftores. 
Todon has not only from nature fo much 
Vol. I. L of 
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of beauty and wealth, but it has ftrength alfo, 
and thofe who arc poffeflcd of it have thought 
it worth the while to add to this by art ; the 
treaiure was worth keeping at the expence of 
fome care and trouble. The Romans took it, 
as they did every other town they came up 
with V but after the declenfion of that empire, 
Toulon became again a little fovereignty ; it 
had its own rulers till in the year 1270, the 
heirels of its honours fold it to Charles the 
Firft count of Provence, in whofe domains it 
flood : from his nawral heirs it devolved upon 
the kings of France, who were enough in- 
formed of its convenience and natural advan* 
Cages, to add to its ftrength and extent, and 
nuke it their place of arm^s and warlike ftores 
on the Mediterranean. It owed much to 
Henry the Fourth ; he built the prefcnt walls 
tod the two royal baftions, and he added the 
moles that in a manner (hut in the harbour. 
They leave the entrance narrow, and capable 
of being ihut up with a chain, and defended 
by a fort on each fide. The docks, yards and 
founderies areowing to Lewis the Fourteenth ; 
the fame monarch ^o finilhed the fortifica- 
tions. 

There arc a great many public edifices in 
Toulon, though it is far from a laige town ; 
and the ftreets are well built. The harbour 
extends along the whole front of the town ; 
the quay is commodious, and payed with 
brick : the whole is feen to great advantage 
on rowing out to the mouth of the harbour ; 
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vrc took this advantage, and I think the eye 
can nowhere be filled with fo glorious an am- 
phitheatre. 

Among the public buildings, the cathedral 
is dedicated to the Virgin and St. Cyriac ; the 
great altar is a magnificent and a good one^^^ 
and there are two handfome fide chapels : the 
town-houfe is a fine piece of architedure, ra- 
ther elegant than pompous, but perfeftly in 
rule in every part : that Puget whom I have 
mentioned with (b much refped as a ftatuary 
and a painter, has the honour of having been 
thearchitcftof this; what a genius! eminent 
in the three fciences, and yet lefs heard of in 
cither than many of his countrymen, who 
have been lefs deferving in any one of them. 
To the judicious hand of Lewis the Four- 
teenth Toulon owes the magazines and arfe* 
nals which regard the marine, and which fet 
it before all the arfenals of the kingdom. 

The fchool of the Gardes Marines^ is a no- 
ble inftitution ; the youth are here taught the 
exercife of fmall arms, and are inftmfted dt 
the fame time in gwnnery, navigation, and 
engineering ; and while they are thus inftrufted 
in the art of war, their morals are alfo under 
immediate cognizance of thofe who are ftridt 
enough in regulating them. This is doubtlels 
the beft academy of its kind in the world. 
The other offices created by that monarch arc, 
the rope-yard, where that manufadture is car- 
ried on from the dreffing of the hemp to the 
preparing Ihe largcft cordage : the workhoufc. 
La of 
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of arms, a ftafely edifice, where 4ll die arms 
iifed on board men^of war are made; the St. 
Barbe^ where theutenfilsand inftruments for 
gunners are prepare -, the offices for imith$» 
' carpenters, and other iii^orkmen in their fevc- 
ral branches v the park of artillery, where, be* 
-fide cannon and mortars, bullets, fhells, &e. 
kept in readinefi in- very great abundance; 
this park is furrounded by a canal, and the 
banks of that are covered with anchors. Be- 
fides theie there are the ftorehoufe for fails ami 
rigging, the foundery for cannon. Sec the 
bake-houfe, a ftrufture that amazes every bo- 
dy, its numerous ovens are difpofed in»a 
flrangciy convenient manner. The Field of 
Battle, where the marine guards ex^cUe, is a 
well contrived fpot; it is under the wall of 
thearfenal: ^and the machine for putting the 
mads in^fhips is admired by all who fee it^ 
it is in the old dock^ near the chain. 

When prince Eugene lat down before Tou- 
lon, in 1707, there were in it by computation 
fix hundred brais cannon, and morethan three 
thoufand iron ones -, fixteen firft-rate men of 
war, and a vaft number of other rates, befide 
fire-fliips arid bomb-ketchcs almoft out of 
number : all thefe, and a vaft ftore of naval 
armaments of M kinds, mufi: have fallen into 
the hands of the allies, ifaccidents more than 
'ftrengthorjudgmentinthebefieged, had not 
prevented. Eighteen or twenty large men of 
war, of thofe that had fuffered in the fight rf 
Malaga, were indeed funk in the mouth of 
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tAfe haiboiu% td prevent the eniraacc of the 
enemy's fleet ; but if the confederates had 
been united, and the fiege conduced as^ ^ 
ought)- this would not have iaved thenfU 

L E T T E R 3tXXV: 

THANKS to heaven! I have fet foot in 
Italy t ydu muft not wonder to find mc 
ib devouty l4iave reafbn; fear makes every 
bddy religious; and Faflfure yo^ my voyage. 
fik)m Toulon has not been without danger, 
amd thecoBclufion<>f it threatened me as much 
as the word of the preceding part I em** 
bftrked at Toulon for Genoa, and I am there i: 
hilt if you had been with us fix *hours ago^' 
yyu would have thought ^e vrere born to be 
vtry near^ bvt never to '^ome into it. The 
fia of Genoa^HOff as^ it\ is commonly called, 
the gulj^h of Genoa, but it is a monftrous one, 
was in foeh a cpmmotion', that I have exped** 
ed nothing but to be plunged into a deeper; 
. tmt the dangj^ is over, I am on (hoK, smd I 
have entered the fend to which all ftiy hopes 
Mi^ been fo long bent. You cannot imagine ' 
aman can have mueh to lay to yoir-after a fix * 
hours vifit to a place he never faw before, but- 
rhave a very extraordinary circumftance to fet' 
out with^f 

The Gcnoefe, though they lie on the fea- 
cmfty Jiave:iio filh; they want them to a pro- 
verb; nor do I indeed wonder ; creatures that 
may chufe a calm and quiet fituation, have 
nothing ;o temp; them into fuch a turbulent 
L 3 J piece 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 222 ) 

piece of water. The abufe of reafon might 
make man change a better fitiiation for a worfe, 
it does fo every day indeed i but thefe crea- 
tures hare only inftinft, and that never leads 
them wrong. By what accident it happened 
I know not, burthe fame tcmpcft that at laft 
threw us into port, waftied on fliore one of 
thefe natives of the deep, and a very extraor- 
dinary one. All .Genoa went out to ftare at 
it: I have curiofity, and I could not but fol- 
low. I was not furprifed to find that none of 
the people knew what it was j by what 1 had 
heard of the want of all filh.at this place, I 
fhoaldnot have wondered if they had been as 
unacquaintedwith a roach or a flounder* M-— s' 
was the only one who could inform either mt 
of them ab6ut it ; his manner of eicamining^ 
it flawed hei wa$ no (Iranger to its ni^re, and 
iii<«te every body attentive to what he faid 
about it. On their enquiring what it was, he' 
anfwered them, in their own language, the 
fea-devir: (this is one of its namies) but they 
were fo little informed of this, that a con- 
. liderable number were crofling themfelves, and 
I was in fbmc pain for my unexperienced friend, 
who, though hefeemed tokttovv very well how 
to avoid the monftrous jaws of this creature, 
had no Ikill in the more terrible ones of the 
church. 

The creature w:as all this time alive, and in 
violent motions. It lay on a piece of ground 
not perfeftly even, which gave it opportunity 
of varying its pofitions. 1 hadan opportunity 
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of feeing a crc^ure fo extremely unlike to any 
thing I had heard of, Aat I fhould have con- 
demned the author as an extravagant fool, 
who had defcribed it. 

What would you imagine, to read of a fifh 
yrhofe head alone was equal to three times its 
body ? Yet this, taking in the circumference 
as well as length, was certainly the cafe here* 
You have feen tadpoles ia our ditches, it is 
the only living thing that at all refembles 
this fi(h ; and it is from this refcmblance, tho* 
indeed a very remote and faint one, that 

M -s fays the writers on thefe fubjefts have 

called this the frog-fiih, and rana pifcatrix: 
you know a tadpole is a young frc^, and thefe 
geniufes are above defccnding to particulars. 

I remember, when I was in England, we 
wve entertained with a figure of a Harlequin 
opening a moft extenfivc mouth, in order to 
jump down his own throat ; an exploit not at 
all above the belief of peopje, who had paid 
their money to fee a man get into a quart bot- 
tle : the enormity of the mouth in that figure 
was nothing jn proportion to the extent of it 
ih the reality in this fifli. I told you the head 
was monftrous in its'dimenfions ; the mouth 
opens all the way from its front to the back, 
and the creature, like the crocodile, moves 
the upper jaw as well as the under. The im- 
menfe expanfe, the white floor of the mouth, 
and the vaft tongue, all armed fordeftrudion, 
gave a moft frightful idea as it opened, aiid 
die dafh as it ihut again was aftoniihing and 
L 4 horribk. 
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horrible. The armature of the teeth is terri- 
fying to the laft degre#: there are many ieries 
of them all round both jaivs^ the tongue is 
alfo covered witK.thcm toward its root, and 
the entrance of the throat is iurrounded with 
them ; they s»'e long, and fharp as fb many, 
needles ; they all ftand oi)liquely,. pointing in-* 
wards, fo that nothing^^onceieizisdy can efcape. 
again. 

The fifh was about fix feet in length; its. 
head was bony, and fuUiOf prices ; and its. 
eyes, which Jook not* fide way^^ . but. direftly; 
upwards,, rolled terribly. It continued its? 
ftrength and vigour fo long out of the water,/ 
and threw itfelf about.in fo turbulent a. man-*. 
Dcr, that Lhaj^dly thought we. were fafe wha 
were too near it; oth/crfpcoplcitook the alarms 
and were makbg off, but chotintrepld M-r— a. 
caught hold of a large ftick which one of the. 
i&ilois had in his hand, and plucing hiihfelf • 
direiflly in the front of the crceture, at the. 
next o]^ning of the mouth, thruil his weapon, 
fo dexteroufly into it thatit came out at its^ 
fidei 

We had, among other f5ngularities, ima- 
gined that, this fifh had no gills, we hadJeea. 
none ; but inftead of having pierced the Bbdy 

of the creature, as. we imagined, M ^s had 

thruft the ftick throi^h one of them. He. 
threw the devil on his back. Now, fays the 
champion, you fhall fee his hands : he was as 
good as his word ;. he very, dexteroufly threw 
the fifti ovcr> and on the breaft we faw twot 
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hands, perfeftly like thofe of the human (pe- 
cksy and of a fleflicototfr : we'had buta ftiort 
view of 'tKefc, for the fifh "threw itfelf over 
again, as M-= — ^, who had no intent to kill 
it^ yet, had taken out his ftick. Wc now be- 
gjn to examine it more ftriftly, and our in- 
ftrudlor to give a full detail of its maimer of 
living : whether through faintnefsj or from ^ 
'what other caufe it were, the fifti no longer 

opened his tremenduous mouth. M-j s -^ 

began his lefture by telling us he could make 
itdo this as often as he pleafed ; he only touch- 
ed one or the other of two long and flendef * 
Kftrns, as it were, that ftood on the front of s 
its head, and the motion was conftantly |>^-* - 
fdrmed as he had predifted. . -^ 

From this circumftance he began, arid h& 
continued to explain the whole hiftory and ^ 
ceconomy^ of the creature's life, as regularly 
»'if 'he had been ufed to live at the bdttonr 
of the fea with it. This, wide mouth, you . 
may be fure, gentlemen, faid fie, was intended - 
to take in a great deal of food, but it belongs 
to* a monftrous and unweildy creature, who - 
has no power x>f going in fearch of 4t ^*?wi«Ir - 
that r^idity with which the other inhabitants ' 
of the deep would fhun^thc danger/ Nature^ ^ 
who provides for all her creauires, has how-* - 
ever not left this deftimte. This fiihiives 
' entirely at the bottom of the fea*, it crawl j 
Along the fand by means of thofe hands, wRich ^ 
ace indeed only fins of that. odd form-, as ir^ 
never rifes after its prey^ there^rcquiredfomc*-' 
L.^ ihingj. 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



( 226 ) 

thirg to. tempt them down to it; you fee it 
open its mouth on my touching one of thofe 
horns, that will explain it to you. You won- 
dered at the fituation of its eyes, which are 
not at the fides, but on the top of the head j 
but you will now fee the reafon, as it always 
lies on the bottom, it has no occafion to look 
any way but upward ; and this is. not particu- 
lar to it, the flat fi(h all have it in a certain 
degree -, and there is another kind, in which 
it is more confpicuous than even in this, thac 
is the uranofcope, or flar-gazer. 

As the prey of this fifh is always above it, 
the eye no fooner diicovcrs fome of them 
iwimming within any moderate diflance, but 
It prepares for the tempting of them down. 
You fiiall fee how this is done •, thefc flender 
horns that you fee on its head, which are like 
a couple of pieces of limber whalebone, and 
are tipped with a white grifly fubflance, look' 
ing like flefh, are moveable ; thefe are the 
baits with which the fubtle angler entraps the 
others : it no fooner fees a fifh abov^, fit for 
Its purpofe, but it moves one or both of thefc 
blitsj the greedy creature, notdiftinguifhing 
to what they belong, makes his fliroke at 
ihem •, the wary monfker bends theni lower as 
he comes toward them, and draws the other 
io near his mouth, that while it thinks itfelf 
about to eat, it is devoured. The oblique 
teeth fecure the prey beyond a pofHbility of 
efcape, fo that die devourer has no occafion for 
the naeans of following what cannot get away. 

The 
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The crowd were ready to adore the wI{cIom 
and fagacity of this interpreter of the works 
of nature : I left him there ; I faw the fifli die, 
and had no farther curiofity ; but he is taking 
drawings of its feveral parts, and feems ra- 
viChed with delight at the thought of giving 
a pcrfeft account of a fifh, which, he fays, no 
one has yet explained according to the doftrine 
of the Artedian ichthyology. *^ * * 

LETTER XXtVL 

I Have fpent two days with great fatisfaftion 
at Genoa : the exploit of the fifli, inftead 
of bringing M— — ^s into fomc fcrape, as I 
had feared, has fpread fuch a report of his 
knowledge, that we are treated with very un- 
common marks of refpeft j and I find myfelf 
in a more agreeable fituation than I have bceja 
at any time fmce my fetting out. 

Genoa ftands pleafantly i it has the form o 
an aniphitheatre, and is upon the flope of ^ 
little hill, with a gulph before it, opening in- 
to the fea y from the fea there is a moft glo- 
rious profpeft of the city : this was more than 
I could have told you on my landing, for the 
wind was, fouth-weft, and very violent : when 
we came into the gulph, we had other thoughts 
than of pfofpefts. I have fince' been rowed 
out on purpofe, under the advantage of a 
particularly fine hour. 

The town is ftrong and beautiful j the fide 
that fronts the fea is a continued range of pa- 
laces, and the reft of it in general well built ; 
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the fortificati(H>5 are very ftrong ; the extent of 
the town is about fix miles, and they are dou- ' 
blc all the way, and reach completely to the 
fliore at each extremity ; in front there are two 
moles, extending round the little harbour^ 
which has been built within the great one ^ 
and there is alfo a third, began fince the French 
bombardment in 1684- The innermpft of 
ihe fortifications on the land fide immediately 
inclofes the city ; the outer one is confiderably 
remote,, and cakes in all tht rifing ground 
that commands it : a noble caution! and not 
more than the people of fb charming as well 
as important a place, owed to themfclvcs for 
its pre^rvation. 

People who &il by .the town muft miaginc 
it is by much larger than it |§, from the num- 
ber of palaces thak ftand' on the fea-lhore at a 
fmall diftance from it, at the one end as well 
as the other. The city however docs not need 
this to appear a very fplendid one. The 
houfes Hand clofe, and are very high ; they 
are built of brick, or ftone, but of which- 
ever of thefe materials, they are all covered 
over in front with plaifter, and painted with 
a variety of figures. This gives the whofe 
lown a chearfulhefs that I have no where elfe 
feen ; the paintings are many of them land- 
fcabes, fome are ornamented with the imagi- 
nary, to put you-in mind that they want the 
real orders of architefture. ' 

I cannot mention the palaces without naming 
that of Doria^ and doing honour to that or* 
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mment of it^ evea in* ItA^ Andrew, who 
built it in Chades the Fifth -s time. I had al« 
ways thought greatly of him,* fiom what I 
had heard, but a fight of the palace has iec 
him. in a yethigher light. This makes i^afily 
the moft elegant appearance even in this city 
of palaces ;( it has a facade o£ a furpri£ng ex* 
tent ; the fituation is a very fiQ&one,« and the 
fea runs under the walls of thegaidem. The 
architedlure is perfefl beyond that of any other 
palace I hav^ yet feen ; the gardens are Jarge 
and elegant,, and have a profulion o£ fountains 
and ftatuea. There are alio good paintings, 
and fome high finifhed bulls and bas-reliefs in 
the houfe. Tha fldll in the polite arts,, for 
which we reverence this great man, is the 
finalleft part of his pratfc ; he was the princi- 
pal of a family famous for the fervices which 
they had done their country.. The infcrip* 
tion over the gate of the palace contains a 
long detail of his fervices, and of the honours 
he obtaijned as a reward to them: and atrthe 
entrance of the d(^*s palace there is a ftatue 
ereded ta him^ with the glorious title of De? 
liverer of the Commonwealth. 

The roofs of" the houfcs here are all flat, 
and their great height, and the narrownefs of 
the flfeets, makes the lower rooms dark ; but 
at the fame time that It fhuts out the light, it 
defends them from the fun, whicHisfcorching 
hot in the fummer months. The profijfioa 
of marble diroughout this city, adds to the 
claim it puts in for the title of Genoa the 

Stately: 
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Stately: indeed there is no city, of thofel 
have feen, that comes near it for magnificence. 
I wiih I could fay as much of the public build- 
ings as I can of fome of the private ones -, the 
cathedral is a large pile, but it makes a very 
poor figure in comparilbn of the many that I 
have already mentioned ; what then fhall I 
think of it, when I have feen thofe to which 
I am going? The marble pillars that iupporc 
the roof are grand. 

I faw here a lilver vafe, fupported on four 
columns of porphyry, and faid to contain the 
afties of St. John Bbptift : I pay about as much 
credit to this ftory as to the legend of the fa- 
mous diih they have alfo here. You muft 
have heard of it : travellers tell us it is made of 
a fingk emerald, and you will guefs what 
fort of a gem it muft have been from which 
it. was ait, wh^n you remember that the good 
fathers affert, it is the very dilh out of which 
cur Saviour eat the pafchal lamb. What ab- 
ford and monftrous traditions! They fay al- 
fo, as to its origin and antiquity, that it was 
a prefent brought by the queen of Sheba to 
Solomon, when (he made him her vifit. It 
is indeed a very noble and curious thing : it 
is of one piece, and is the fineft jafper I have 
feen. It is of a beautiful grafi green, and ve- 
ry tranfparcnt, but that not uniformly through- 
out, nor has a proper regard been paid to its 
bbfcurer places by the workman : it is eafy to 
fee, that out of the fame piece a much finer 
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thing might have been wrought by a modem 
artift. . . 

One would think thepoffeflbrs of this gem 
had a mind to countenance the old ftories^ of 
thofe enormous ones laid to be in pofleffion 
of fomc of the monarchs of the eaft. We 
read of one fent as a prefent to an Egyptian 
monarch, that was four cubits in length and 
three in breadth ; and of an obeliflc in the 
temple of Jupiter Ibmcwhere, which was com- 
pofed of only four emeralds, and was forty 
foot long. Theophraftus mentions thefe things 
as related in their cc)ttimentaries, but whilr he 
mentions he difcredits them; andfpeakingof 
his own knowledge, calls the emerald a fmall 
ftone even among the gems. Pliny talks of 
enormous emeralds alfo, but thefe were cer- 
tainly like that at Genoa ; the cups, and the 
columns and the difh were all jafpers, or other 
great ftohes, dignified by pride or ignorance 
with that name. 

You will fay that I have fpoke (lightly of 
the cathedral at Genoa, only to give a better 
{grace to the encomium I am about to befto^ 
tipon another of the churches. That of the 
Annunciation is the gayeft building in this gay 
city ; the moft magnificent among all the fu- 
perb buildings that crowd into this place. It 
is greatly fuperior, in pomp* as well as ele- 
gance, to all that I have feen, and gives me a 
Very good fpecimen of what I had taught my- 
felf to expeiS from the churches of Italy. It 
is a large and highly finilhed building, and is 
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in all the Ihewy tafte of the Genoeie. The 
whole roof is gilded ; the walls are co^mied 
with the moil exquifice- paintings that, could 
be done in the time ; the pillars are marble, 
and highly £nkhed. One fiunily^ the .Lo« 
mellini, began and cempleated this glorious 
edifice; though it is hardljf . fair to de th(i 
word compleated^.fihce they left the frbntun^ 
finifhed. This, was a ..common practice ac 
that time, and gave aaxqpportunity to peopl<6 
of a religious turn to make decorations : but 
diis required a large one, iixty tboufand go-^ 
nnines beiiig the price required to finifh it^ a 
£im not le&than i^teen thousand pounds." 

The reft of- the edifice is finifhed in a man^ 
per that does the high^ft honour to the fo^nd^ 
ers. The architeAiire is pune and noble ; th^ 
Iculpture is of as hi^ tafte as aay things of . 
the kind that I have yet ieen, and the paint^. 
ingsfpeak the mafter as eminently. There 
is a piece by Procacino, on the infide of~th6 
fa9ade, .tbat*^ve me-moft iatisfaAion: it is 
the laftfup|>er,;and is in fo large a proportion, 
that there is a^majefty even in that circum« 
ftance whic^ awes and'aftoniftiesy. while the 
beauty of the defign fijpports- it. There is 
£)mething in thefe iarg^; pieces, that puts one 
in mind of &e gpeatlpirit exp;e(Ied in the 
coloflal ftatues of the antients; Had theft 
mountains of brafs and ftone been ill formed, 
their enormoiss magnitude would but have 
made them more confpicuoufly objefts of con- 
lempt : but while the corredtnefs of. the fta* 
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tuary wa& joined with his nobkncfi of ifdntv 
the praife that was commaxided by the work, 
was attended by, wonder.; and die oeateft 
judges of thetime,* while they acknowledge 
the perfe<ft finifhing . of Folycletefs little foW 
dier, yet ipoke in much.wanner terms of thr 
colofibs of Lyndius^ 

The great merit which Fallow toithis pio* 
ture, makes it unneceflary that I (hould add it 
was Camillo Procacini : that drew it. What 
pieces I have ieen of the family^^ hare fethlm 
with me very greatly above, not only, his two 
Hrothei:is, Cacfar and Antonio, but even his fa- 
ther Ercole. . The fgicit that is exerted in this 
finglepiAure would be alone fiifiicient tojufti^i 
f^ this determination ; there^ appeals at. once 
^.greatneis and a happinefs of . invention in itt^ 
and more beamy in the difjioiition tMui Ihave 
ieen in any thing left us by the family. I 
have heard Camillo cenfured for want of c6r- 
redlneis in his defigns^ and think J have feen 
ibme pieces of his, otherwife good ones, that 
Gonfeis a flovenly carlefihefa in that particular ; 
bfut there is nothing ^wanting isrthis piece, h 
have thought^ on viewing, ibme of this Ca« 
millo's paintings, that of all the matters he 
has moft of. thatfpirit and fire that, approach 
in paintmg,jto what is the fublime in writing; 
he indifputably had from nature that talent of 
thinking.Mppily>and greatly,. tawhich.Lon- 
ginus gives the firft place among .the qualifica^ 
tions for arriving at tbat-excellence : and I often 
recolleded what that jufl: mtk &ys of the ih^ 
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accuracies of Demofthencs, and Ibmc others 
whom he allows moft eminent in it, that they 
vere owing to the authors being too much' 
abforbed in thought of what was great, and 
tbo much attached to the fiiblime, to regard 
the Icffer matter of accuracy : it feems thus 
with Procacini, for I .(hall always fuppofethe 
\tord Camillo undeiftood when this is ufed 
fingly, in regard to even his moft unfiniihed 
pieces; the defign is always greaf, if it#ant 
wrrcdjjels ; and the fpirit and invention fcarce 
leave us opportunity to regard the want of 
lefler perfcaions. ' 

* There are fomc pieces in the church by vciy 
great mafters. There is one in particular by- 
Kubens, that I eftccm among his capital per-- 
fcrmatices : but even in the midft of the at* 
tthtion and ajpplaufe you are beftowing on this, 
the Procacini docs not lofe any pare of that 
cfteem and veneration, with which it aflfefted 
you when you law it without the difadvantage 
of fuch an objc6t of comparifbn. While I 
aiti on the fubjeft of paintings, give me leave 
to mention what others I have leen in this, 
place, that have given me pleafure. I have 
found nothing of that profi^on of fine pieces 
here, which people who have travelled tell 
us there is in the cities of Italy. I do not re- 
member that I have been told Genoa has fewer 
than other places ; but this muft either be the 
cafe, or the other accounts are pompous at the 
expence of truth. Though I do not allow 
the. Gcnoefe a number of fine paintings, I 
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itiuft aickrtowlcdgc th^t they poffefs fomc Very 
capital ones: the ftoning ot Sr. Stephen, in 
the church dedicated to that fainty is a glorious 
hiftoiy^ by Julio Romano. In the church of 
St. Francis there is a St. John Baptift baptizing 
Chrift, a mod finifhed piece, by Tihtoret; 
and in the Villa.Imperiale there are two of the 
moft finilhed pieces I have feen, of Titian's. 

The Villa Inaperiale b at a mile's diftanoe 

from the city, and has fomething in it difFe-t 

rent from all the other buiidii^ : the firont 

has nothing of that painting upon it, that 

, renders the other public as well as private 

Guildihgs fo ^udy, , It confifts of a Doric 

and'Corinthian row of pillars^ and has feme- 

diing in its fimplictty, that fetsdii^ ornaments 

of the reft in an ill light. 

, The grand piazza taces the church of the 

>Annuhdation, and not far frohv it you enittr 

the ifaada Balbi, a long and narrow ftreet^ but 

fiill of very elegant buildings. The doge's 

palace is an excenfive, but by no means an 

elegant building: it makes an ill figure, after 

the palaces of the nobility. The arfenal, they 

pretend, has arms for forty thoufand men. I 

was pleafed with fome old armour they ihew 

here ; it is of a particular make, and they &y 

was wore by fome Genoefe ladies, who made 

a croifade, and fignalized their courage b a 

very uncopimon manner. By the by, they 

had great luck to do all this, and bring home 

their armour to hang up in remembrance. The 

diurch of St. Cyr, the Bafililk laint, is a very 

highly 
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higMy fihiflied'^ one ; it is extremely 'efeg^^ 
within ; the pillars are all of the fineft marble,^ 
and wrought i^ to tkeiii^eft delicacy. . The 
great ho^ital is an eltgiim^ and capacious 
building; it isin a jufttafte, and there is a- 
profiifioa of marble about it.' It is orna^ 
mented with .ftatues of the pincipal bcne^ 
h&onj and is faid to be la^e, enough to con^ 
tun twelve thoufand people. . I have tired ^ 
my hand. Genoa is lo mil of curiofit]F» 1"^ 
mufl: refunoejthe pen after a. day or-cwo. ^ 

L E-T?T E R. XXXTir;. 

IHaiip vifited the palace of <Balhi fince^Bf 
wrote to you. It gives name to the pom* 
pous ftreet ia whidi it (lands. It is but the 
nbufe of a privata nobleman^ .but it ihames 
moft of the palaces Ihive feenin itrfiimiture; ^ 
One ought to 4p|end a month, in aiingle edi< 
fice of this kind; Ybu^ll iky J have imbibed 
At fpirit or travelling with tl^Italianair: itr^ 
isitrue^ and every bodycwiU' diat taftes it. ~ 
There arc feme Vandykes*iherc, fuperior toi 
aiiy that we have tofooaft in En^nd. Therer 
isa portrait of 4n old lady fitting in herchair^* 
which, though it carry the marks of -thargrcat 
hand in every Jineament, yet has throughout' 
a fpirit that Aines in a. very inferior >light in 
ail his other piftures*. Tiiere is4Ui Adoratioi^* 
l^ Titian, the fineft piece of tHb great ma-^ 
fter that I have yet feen ; fhall I fay more, thatf 
I-expeft'to fee. . SeveraL mafterly pieces ofc 
Guercin are fcattered over the apartments, andi 
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therRtibens and Raphaels are glorious toa de« 
gree that I can give you but a. very faint idaa 
jof.. I have fpent two hours before, a fingk 
pifture,. and when;! left it, lamented that I 
could not pafs as tasiuy days an ifaidyihg its 
excellencies. 

The pakce of Durazzo, on*the. oppofite 
fide in the fame ftreetj- gave me yet more mat- 
ter of aftoniihment. Among . the antiques 
there, I conten^latedwith amazement aRo- 
«nan emprefs as large as Itfe, a mod iiniihed 
yiece of fculpture/ There is aifo. a ' buft of 
Vitellius, and a Bacchus, cut in marble> both 
urcry finiftxed remains. The piftares are equal 
in value, andmore in^number than the bulls. 
The very tapeftcy .of .many of the rooms, 
l^articularly that fet ki *?hich the life of Mo* 
ics is figured, andwhichvwas executed afters 
defign, and a very noble one, of Raphael^s, 
' -afford a pleafure greater than is had from ma* 
tiy very celebrated pidhircs. There are pifturcs 
of the fkft rank from the mod maflerly hands j 
iwt particularly of a painter, whofe tme cha- 
racter I never was acquainted with before,; 
three pieces by Luca Giordano in this palace, 
iiave given me as higli a pleaftire as I ever re- 
<:eived from painting. . I have always been able 
to diftinguifh theaccomplilhed mafter in evea 
the leaft confiderable of his pieces ; but it was 
•not, I find, till after the firft years of 'his work- 
ing that he arrived at his full excellence. 
There are people, and thofe allowed the title 
of cmioent ones 'too, in whom one of the 
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grcateft merits is the imitation of the manner 
of the mafters ; but it is ofherwife in thofe 
who have the true Promothean fire of the art 
in them/ In order to fliew themfclvcs to ad* 
vantage, they muft (hake off all imitation^ 
and all fervile copying of manner. This 
has in none appeared morecon(picuoufly than 
in Giordano. We have foine of his pieces 
in England, in which it has been always boaft- 
cd by a noble pofieflbr of them, that you may 
trace the pencils under which he ftudied : ♦* In 
** this (I have heard him lay, as he haslhewn 
diem to men of tafte) ** you fee the manner 
*« of his countryman Spagrolet ; in that you 
*< find he had left Naples ; there is all the 
** grace of the Roman Cortona." This, in 
my opinion, is not the merit of thofe pieces^ 
but their fault. His mafters were both paints* 
ers of defervcd repute -, but under the firfthe 
was a boy ; under the fecond he had not efla- 
bliflied any fettled tafte ; and he buried his 
own talents, while his ambition was but to 
copy their excellencies. In his fucceeding 
pieces, you fee a new ftile and charaiEler 
throughout ; you fee the efFeft of a feverc 
ftudy, and of a happy undcrftanding of the 
remains of antiquity : you fee the matter form- 
ing his correftnels upon thefe, but rifing to a 
ftile and manner purely his own. 

It is Angular, that fo true a genius ftiould be 
at pleafure the beft mimic in the world : it is 
not only in his earlier pieces that we fee this ; 
in them it may have been ftudy ; it probably 
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was fo, and was his attempt at excellence ; but 
in many other of bis pictures, thofe that have 
been done at the beft periods of his life, we 
find him plajfing with the ftile of others. I 
have traced in many of them the peculiar 
manner of Guido, of the Baffon's, of Tinto- 
ret, and Titian. Some" of them are fo like 
the works of thofe matters, that, I do not love 
to make mifchief, 'butlamwellaffuredthati 
could point out to you in the moft capital 
Engliih coUeftions fome Titian's, not to fay 
as much of the others, that are inconteftibly 
the Iportings of Giordano's pencil. 

The dying Seneca in the Bath, which we 
have viewed together with fo much pleafurc 
at Burleigh, is a copy from a moft inimitable 
pifhire of Giordano's in this palace. They 
tell me the ftair-cafc in the Efcurial defcrves 
all the honours, and more than all the price, 
at which the king of Spain purchafed this ma* 
fter's vifit to his kingdom. Be that as it will, 
there are two other pieces here, the Martyr- 
dom of St. Aquefe, and the Contention be- 
tween Perfeus andPhineus, which will declare 
to all pofterity, that the riches, the titles, the 
orders that were beftowed upon him, could 
not be more than his merit countenanced. 

The furniture is not all that is to be admired 
in this Durazzo palace : the exterior of the 
duke of Doria's is indeed more pompous ; but 
the ftair-cafe, and many odier of the things 
within, are fuperior to every thing here in Ge- 
noa, and perhaps any where. 
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The chojth of Carignano is a modem .ancl 
an elegant edifice: there. arc two excellent 
pieces in it, a Martyrdom of fomc faint, by 
Carlo Morat, and a St. Francis by Guercin. 
Thefe are not the only paintings of account 
in it: but f he fpkndor, even of .the. building 
itfclf, was eclipfed to me by the bridge over 
which -I paflcd to it : this has the name df 
11 Pente de Carignano; from its leading to the 
t:hurch, and is one df the nobleft, as well as 
boldeft modem* undertakings I have fcen. It 
joinstwo very fteep rocks, over three or four 
arches ; but the ddfign is great, and ftrikcs 
one^th a kind of awe^rid reverence. 

'Genoa muft have '.been in being of very 
caWy 6me : themoft correft writers call it the 
capital df the antient Ligunans *, but by the 
trivial notice taken of it fey the clafficdl au- 
thors, it cannot have been of any^reat note. 
We find it was reditcedto a(hes by Mago the 
Carthaginian, in the fecond Punic War. The 
Romans afterwards rebuilt it. The Saracens 
levelled it with the ground again in the tenth 
century : and the French, of much later date, 
have done it no little mifchief by a bombard- 
ment. What muft have been the peculiar 
fanftity of ourLady.of theTineyards? The 
people, who have thecare 6f the church, pre- 
serve and Ihew to this time, a bomb that fell 
there without doing any mifchief. What, a 
miraculous pre-eminence, at a* time when fb 
many other^cred edifices were thrown down 
by the fame facrilegious machines! 

The 
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TheGenoefe have been accounted liars froni 
all antiquity ; and from the little I have fecn 
among them, I am apt to believe, that the 
malady is hereditary, and has been continued 
from generation to generation ever fince. Ge- 
noa is hot only the feat of falHties, but it has 
been the occafion of them in others. It is in- 
deed a noble and an elegant city, but it has 
been reprclented as vaftly more fo. There is 
a great profufion of marble in all parts of it, 
but it is by no means true, that it is all builc 
of marbles tra^vellers have faid fo, and have 
written fo ; but it muft be allowed, that the 
houfesare of brick or ftone. You have been 
told of the penfile gardens ; upon my credit 
I imagined I (hould havefeen them like thofe 
of tl|e Babylonian Semiramis: what will you 
fay of thefe relaters of wonders, when I have 
informed you, that the gardens they have fo 
lavifhly ornamented in their defcriptions, are 
in reality no more than a parcel of flower- 
pots fet out in balconies, or of annual flowers 
growing in a (hallow covering of earth fpread 
over their floors. Such are the reprefenta- 
tions of things by thofe who defcribe them ; 
fiich are the things themfelves, when we fee 
them. * * * 

LETTER XXXVIIL 

IWa5 in an ill humour with the writers of 
travels, when I wrote to you my laft let- 
ter from Genoa. I am as angry with them 
for having faid too little of Pavia. There is 
Vol. I. M indeed 
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indeed at prefeot very litde in it to command 
the attention ; but it Aoald not therefore be 
paffed over with fo little refpedl by thofe^whc^ 
if they knew their bafineis, would find ii^ as 
material a part of it to tell us what things 
were, as what they are. Pavia, whole caftle 
k a heap of ruins, whole whole extent, ex- 
cept the fingle high ftreet, is in a manner a 
fcene of defolation, was once the metropolis 
of a kingdom, and the refidence c^ power- 
ful monarchs. If antiquity have a plea to 
our regard, Pavia claims it on that refpe&. 
The Tcfin, which now flows by it, the Tici- 
nus of the antients, gave it the name by which 
they knew it, Ticinum. Pliny, who men- 
tions it as a place of confequence, gives the 
honour of its foundation to the Ugurian% and 
the Gcnoefe at this time arc not willing to for- 
feit the claim ^ but it f<%ms to be on bettor 
authority referred to the Boian Gauls, theCe- 
nomani, as authors call them. Attila, in the 
fifth century, reduced it to alhes) and Odacer^ 
who purfucd Orefl:es thither, left it in a fe- 
cond ftate x>f defolation. It fared little better 
in the difpute between RodoJph and Hugh of 
Aries, for the fucceffion to the crown of Italy. 
There is no wonder that, after thefe feverities, 
it made lefs figure than fome happier cities. 
The. downfal of the Lombard empire, of 
which it was the metropolis, has been a finifh- 
ing ftroke to its importance : and, as if even 
this were not enough, thedifputcs bctwpcn the 
Guelfs and Qibbelins^ and fince them, thoie 
^ , between 
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^wccn France and the Empire, have con- 
tributcd CO its compleat deftruftion. 

We arc not to wonder at a city finking in- 
to wry little, under fach aocomulated mirfof- 
tuncs. The Lombard kings made Pavia their 
refid ence for more than two hundred years ; 
for they fo long governed Italy^ they enrich- 
ed it with palaces and public buildings ; nor 
arc the remains of thcfe all that are to be feen 
of its antiquity. Near the church of St. Lau- 
f'encc there are the ruins of a Cifcus, and aft 
antient marble near it attributes it to Athalaric. 

They led me to fee a monument of an 
Englifhman, in the convent of Auguftine 
monks 5 the infcription calls him duke of 
Suffolk, and tells us that he fell in the battle 
of Pavfa. The ftory mentions his having 
been driven out of England in the timie of 
Henry the Eighth ; the perfon therefore muft 
have been Sir Richard de la Poole, brother to 
the carl of Suffolk, who, in his exile, took up 
the long-forfeited title of Duke of Suffolk. 
In the fame place there is a monument to the 
unfortunate Lionel duke of Clarence, fecond, 
fon to Edward the Third, who vifited this 
part of the world to marry a daughter of the 
duke of Milan, and died foon after his arrival. 

An eqiKftrian ftatue of bronze, in the mar- 
ket place, demanded my attention, and was 
the fource of a great deal of entertainment 
of a very high kind to me ; a hundred people 
were immediately explainjing it to m^ atonce^ 
and giving me its hiftory. A rcry grave ci- 
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tizen told me its name was the Regifole, and 
that it was not the work of mortal. hands; he 
affured me it was made for Theodorick the 
Great, and was done at his command by the 
magician who attended his court. A learned 
phyfician, who held his knowledge in con- 
tempt, though he countenanced his opbion. 
Hepped in to tell me, that Regifole was but 
a corruption of its proper name Rex Soli?, 
and that the magician ereded it as an image 
of Odacer. What will be your opinion of the 
antiquarians of.Pavia, when I have told you 
that this magic Regifole is a very noble remain 
of the antient ftatuary, and is an image of 
Marcus Aurelius ? It was brought to Pavia 
from Ravenna ; and, whether from the ma- 
gic origin, or from whatever other caufe, the 
inhabitants pf Ravenna and of Pavia feemto 
have an equal, and both an enthufiaftic vene- 
ration for it. They told me a (lory relating 
to it at my inn, which, however it may extol 
this Veneration in the rival cities, gave me a 
very great idea of an obfcure native of one 
of them. Cofmpde Magna was the firft man 
who fcalcd the walls of Pavia, when the French 
took it, 1529: the general, who faw the 
bravjsry of an obfcure perfon diftinguifliing 
itfelf in fo confpicuous a manner, bid him 
name what he would accept of as a reward. 
The fellow told him he was a native of Ra- 
venna, and he demanded, the Regifole: it 
had originally, he faid, belonged to his city.; 
and if he had del^rved fo much of his com- 
41 mander. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 245 ) 
tnandcr, hefliould wifli to be the occafion of 
having that precious ftatue reftorcd to the 
place of his nativity. The general confe ntcd ; 
the ftaiue was ordered to be removed, and 
the people of Ravenna were preparing to re- 
ceive that and their warrior with all the marks 
of triumph : but the people of Pavia valuing 
it as highly, deputed their whole fenate to 
expoftulatc againft the order, and to reftore 
it to them. Good policy would not fuffcr 
the commander to rcfufc them. The foldier 
was rewarded with a mural crown of mafly 
gold, and the ftatue was left in its place. 

The ftatue is a fine one : but I was out of 
patience to fee the heels of the Roman em- 
peror decked with fpurs of the prefent fafhionj 
thefe, the bridle and ,thc ftirrups have been 
added by fome wretched workman, as much 
unacquainted with biftory, as with his own 
profeffion; 

The cathedral is an old, low, dark and 
difagreeable building, and has an odd look 
ffom its ftanding ftrangcly awry. The col- 
leges have not much to boaft of in point of 
architefture. The citadel, I have oeen in- 
formed, was a very noble building. The 
French deftroyed it in their fecond fiege of 
Pavia.v It was the work of Gallas Vifconti. 
He has left fuch a teftimony of his merit in 
the bridge at this town, one of the boldcft 
and moft ftriking to the eye in all this country 
of architedure, that it is eafy to believe all 
thatisfaidof thccaftle. * * * 

^ , M 3 LET- 
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LETTER XXXK. 

WHEN you ieethic I write from Mi- 
lan, you will be Mger Co hear of 
the cathedral -, it is indeed a gtorions build* 
ing, but there is fomething odd enough in it. 
k is an enormous pile of Gothic work,, and 
it is all of marble. The front is unHniihed ;. 
a very common circumftance, ai 1 have ob-» 
krved already, in the Italian churches* Mer* 
bit i» fb plentiful, and labour (q tbtap m.xhk 
part of Italy, that a very incon&derabkfueH 
in proportion to ti^; tSe&i would finifli k. 
What is yet more provoking alfo is, that the 
church iifeif ia rich enough todo ii; : thft io^ 
perfluous and unnecefiary plat^ and jf wel«^ 
would amount to three timca tik mcefiafy 
fum : the very covering of the walb of SL 
Barromeo's vault would gp a greaA way \ it la 
of folid (liver. But the churchmen* iDuil do 
it ; and, be&kf the robbing thcfe repoiifiof ies, 
if the church were finifhed i^tey w<»ild warn 
a great pretence for begging lega^ifss and h^ 
Ikcfa^flions. lit is a (bame that fo ^i^ious a 
pile fliould not be fini&ed up id tht afchittfl^a 
defign, but it probably never wilL 

There is a v^ profufion of braft axid filver 
work within the church ; but the eternal, burn- 
ing of the lamps has dinged both th^,. aod 
even the walls on the inikle, fo ihat the whole 
has but a dirty appearance. To fee the beauty 
of the materials, as well as of a great part w 
-the work, you muft look at the ouifide 

^ Would 
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Wottld you iaaagine it poflible, that in and 
about one fmgle church there fhoukl be more 
than eleven thouiand ftatues ? It is faid of this 
of Milaf} ; and if the terms were a little al- 
tered; it would be true ; there are at lead fb 
many figures about it, takir^ in the atten- 
dants on the hu^r, and the feveral figures 
in all the bas-reliefs. There, is a vaft air of 
grandwf in many of the ibtuts^ which are 
krger than the lihr* Thert are feveral good 
onesy but particularly one of Agrati's, that 
•Kels moft of the i^u^ of the mcdera 
ohifiel; it is a St. Bartholomew ; heisflead^ 
and the ikin hangs over his fiioulders. There 
is fomething horrible ia the fubjeft ; but one 
k much kik ihocked with it in tbefculpturc, 
than in any other reprefentation. Dr. Mead, 
if I remember rightly, has a painting of this. 
We conned the ideas of horror and of blood 
together : the palmer fhocks u&wlch keeping 
up to the colour. The face is, I think, more 
exprefflgve in the ibtue than in any pidure I 
have feen, and the mufcles are described with 
a- happy judgment ; but the white of the 
marble, if there be nothing more in it» takes 
off from the difguft with which we fee the 
bleeding canvals. If there be any thing amifs 
in this raoellent piece of workunanfhip, it is 
that the load of ikin appears heavy and clum- 
fy I but when I make the objedion, I do not 
know how it could have been avoided. You 
know the ftatuaries of all times have found 
even the draperi^ of their figures a-load and 
JM[ 4! encum- 
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encumbrance on them, though they are a 
happy part of the painter's imitation. When 
the amicnts cloatlied their ftatues, it was in 
wet iinen, that fell clofe, and while ic did not 
appear cumberfome, had the farther advan- 
tage of (hewing the lineaments ; but even 
this they often avoided, and purchafed neat- 
nefs at the cxpcnce of propriety. The h^ 
mous antique Laocoon is naked, though a . 
prieft, and in the aft of performing a wcri- 
fice ; a glaring impropriety ! But the fculptor 
preferred being great in the whole, to the be- 
ing accurate in a fingie circumftance. 

LETTER XL. 

I Was interrtipted while I was laft writing 
to you, I have fincc fpent fome more 
hours in viewing this metropolis of Lombardy. 
1 am loft and confounded among the multi- 
plicity of things that are worthy to be named 
to you. If every city in Italy abounds thus 
in matter of admiration, our tourihould laft 
our lives, my letters fhould be volumes. 

I have fcen a bas-relief of the antique, that 
excels every thing of its kind I have yet met 
with : it rcprefents a dance of Bacchanals ; 
and there are fome other figures, particularly 
a Saturn, of inimitable elegance and expret 
fion. It is in the archbiftiop's galleryi^ and 
was originally in theBorghefe colleftion." 

I never knew how great a painter Titian was,, 

till I faw the Chrift crowned with thorns in 

this city: it is at the Santa Maria delleGrazice, 

: • 'The 
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The pieces we have of this great hand are fo 
infinitely inferior td this, that they muft have 
been done while he was young : there is a 
coldnefs and a jejune manner diftinguifhable 
in moft of them : I thought them great when 
Ifaw them, but I remember them in another 
light flow. There is a glow in the colouring 
of this pifture, that fets every thing elfc at 
diftance -, and yet with all this force, it is de- 
licate and foft to a degree not to be defcribcd. 
The attitude of the figure has a grace and 
'dignity that are more than mortal; and the 
face carries, with all the other paffions, a be- 
nevolence and humility that none could have 
combined with dignity and pain but Titian. 

The antients themfelves tell us, that when 
they viewed the ftatues of Phidias, they were 
amazed how it was that he, who had not any 
more than themfelves feen thofe deities he 
figured, could arrive at fuch a knowledge of 
their form, and make them more than mortal 
in the expreffion. I never underftood the 
compliment until I faw this picture ; but cer- 
tainly, though the whole figure is no more 
than cf the human body, this Phidias of the 
painters has thrown into it fomething that is 
greatly more than mortal ; it is in the air, the 
manner, and the expreffion : but iiniels you 
to whom I write, and I who am writing, had 
both ftudied as Titian and as Phidias doubt-, 
Icfs did, what was perfeftion, what was dig- 
nity, and what was even divinity, exclufively 
of all material forms, it is impoffible that we 
^ . M 5 %ttld 
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flioiild convey to oae another an ideit of thb 
glorious piece : I grew enthufiaftic as I looked 
upon k V it fecmcd to juftify the Rotniih ado»- 
ration. It is with juftice indeed that they 
have called this Venetian the Prince of the 
iiombard fcbool } but it is faying much tOQ 
little. 

De Vinci's famous piece of the laftfupper> 
is in a fide chapel at this church. The faces 
of the two St. James's juftify all that has 
been {aid in praife of thcrn^ They tell qs 
that the painter left that of the principal figure 
unfiniflied, from a defpair of excelling in it 
what he had done in thefe. The pi^re is 
on the folid wall, and that face k now iqi 
much injured by the damp, that it is not eafy 
to confirm or contradiA the account. 

It has been a cuftbm to believe the piftures 

ID the Ambro£^n library of more confequence 

than the books : the opinion may be traced 

Mpjo a diilinguiflied Engliih traveller^ before 

whom we do not find it received ; after whom 

it has been univerfaK I do not join in ic 

The paintings ftrike the eye more obvk>ufly : 

the books are locked up in prefles, and make 

no figure ; but when I had been at the pains 

of examining them, I was furprifed at what 

I had heard. Ca^<iina] Frederick Borromeo 

had talte as well as magnificence in his difpo- 

fitiOTi : he ranfacked all Europe, and a part 

of Afia« for the treafures he has depofited m 

this colleftion. The piiftures are all fine onesi ; 

but they are few : tt^ manufcripts are almc^ 

^ innumerable. 
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•innumerable. There is a Sophocles done in 
the eleventh century ; it is on filk, and the ]c^l► 
ters are gold •, and a Jofephus, upon the Phil- 
lyra or Egyptian paper, computed to be twelve 
hundred years old : and the famous Leonarde 
da Vind*s mathematical manufcripts, for only^ 
t)n.e twelfth part of which our James the Firft 
is faid to have olS^red three thouiknd Spanifh 
piftoles. There are alfo two original letters 
of the Turkifli emperor B^azet ; they are in 
the Greek tongue, and are to two of the 
popes: they regard the care of a Turfcifh 
prince then at Rome, Gemes, who had efcaped 
from his country, and who afterwards died at 
Gaeta, as it is fuppoled> by poiibn^ 

I was greatly ftruck with the account of a 
" ikeleton which they ihewed me in a room ad- 
joining to the Ubrary *, it is of a lady of the 
place, a celebrated beauty of her time, whp 
left l^r bones as a memento nwri to the other 
gay creatures of the place. 

Among the pidures, concerning the parti- 
culars of which it is not necefiary to fay any 
thing by way of praife, fince none but the 
nK)ft finifhed are admitted there j I iaw two 
of Raphael's, a School of Athens, or Chiar 
ofcuro, the original of the &mous Frefco in 
the Vatican ; and our Saviour walhing the 
difciples feet. There ,is alfo a Magdalen of 
Titian's, and a head of himfelf. Binghell's 
elements make alfo a confpicious figure here. . 

The facades of the churches of St. Mkry 
and St. Ftul here are glorious (pecies of ar- 

chiipdiirc: 
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chitedure : they are both after the defigns of 
Hannibal Fontana: and the portico of St. Si- 
gifmund is alfo a mafter-piecc of its kind ; ic 
is by Bromante. 

All thefe are nothing however, in my eye, 
to the antique colonnade before St. Law- 
rence's : it has been the front of a temple, faid 
to have been built to Apollo, and afterwards 
dedicated to Hercules: it confifts of fixteen 
Corinthian pillars. There is at one end of it 
^an infcription in honour of Lucius Caius, but 
/ thefc is nothing remarkable in it. 

The confeffional and the pulpit in St. Alex- 
ander's church are richly decorated : they are 
covered in a kind of vineering work with 
plates of poliftied ftones; fome of them very 
elegant and well chofen*, the reft ordinary 
enough. The tabernacle of the church of St. 
Nazarine's alfo is extremely elegant. This 
was a gift of the Great Duke of Tufcany, and 
Js, both in. materials and workmanlhip, a 
wonder in its kind. The pavement of the 
church is of African marble, and was laid at 
the expence of Sezena, the wife of Stilico': 
there is an infcription ftill preferved there that 
fliews it. 

The church of St Stephen's, if it wants fame 
of the ornaments of the others, makes amends 
by a curiofity : againft the inner wall of this 
edifice there is fixed a wheel of red marble, 
and over it, in large charafters, Rota san- 
guinis FiDELiuM. St. Ambrofc, as they 
tell the ftory, came in juft after a fevere con- 

flia; 
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flift had happened between the good Catho- 
lics and th^ Arians, in the place where the 
church now ftands: the blood from the per- 
fons of both parties was running mixed to- 
gether, and the good faint, grieved at the 
fight, prayed for a miracle to feparate them : 
he was heard ; the blood of the faithful fepa- 
rated itfelf from that of the heretics, and was 
drawn together into the hollow of a great 
round ftone in the pavement. The ftonc 
they yet Ihew oppofite to the wheel, and the . 
feft is commemorated in a pompous Latin 
infcription, the conclufion of which is, Tu me- 
mmam vemrare et miracuU veftigium adora. 

In the church of St. Ambrofe there is a Pa- 
gan relic of fuperftition, and not a mean one : 
it is a ferpent of brafs of very good work- 
manfhip, and has been either meant for an 
Efculapius, or for a Mithras 5 or poflibly it 
may be ftill older, and be an Egyptian Knu- 
phis or Cneph. Nothing is more known, 
than that the fun was worshipped under that 
form •, and the Egyptians,' we alfo know, 
worlhipped their Cneph under the feme form, 
making the circular figure into which Hiis crea* 
ture can throw itfelf, an erhblem of eternity. 
However this be, the good cathoHcs of Milan 
give the image a very different origin : they 
declare it to be the brazen ferpent let up by 
Mofes in the Defart ; and as they have no 
ferpents of whofe bite to be cured by it, they 
on a certain day in Eafter week bring all their 
children, whom they imagine to be troubled 

with 
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with worms, to be cured by looking on is 
The figpre is placed on a high coiuom of 
marble^ and the adcMation in all refpeds is 
made to correfpood to the form of the miiacle 
in the Deiart. 

This is the famous church,, into which the 
fiunt vrhp(c name it bears refined tp admit the 
emperor Theodofius,^ after the maflacre at 
which he coonHred in Thellalonica : the Inazen 
gates whkh were (hut agaiaft him on this oc* 
cafion, aie ftill Ihewn, and the name of the 
iaint held in due hpnoitr for die bold exploit. 
The church icielf ilaads iow^ but the reafon of 
this is evident ; it was the only edifice that was 
ipared by Frederick BarbaroiTa, and the ruins 
oi the old MikMi which he burnt and deftroyedi, 
have laiied die ground about it. There are 
ibme paintings and Iculptures in it valuabk 
for their antiquity, but mi&rably bad. 

One thing which gave me at oncepkafure 
and pain, was aa examination of the tour pijr 
lars on which the great altar is fuppotted : 
they have evidently been made from twp aiv 
tient columns faw^ afunder in the middle : 
^y art of porphyry, and muQ: have been 
very noble ones when entire. At fome little 
jdi&ance from the church wall, there alio 
fiands a fingle antique pillar of the Corinthian 
order. This and the others are undoubtedly 
remiains of fome antient building which once 
ftood on this fpot. It is faid to have been a 
temple of Jupiter, but I do not know on what 
authoriiy. ' » * •» 

L E T^ 
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LETTER XLl 

WHEN fhairihure done with Milan? 
I have fccn aaore of it, but not yet 
all : I do noc wooder at its being called Mi* 
kn the Great : It i$ wortilry to be the ca^tai 
^ sk greaier territory than tjbc duchy c^ its 
name. They tell me it is nnore than ten 
miles in circumference t it is indeed one of 
the largeft and fineft cities I ha^e &en. We 
conceive very imperfeft ideas of thefe places 
from report. I do not think it is well forti*- 
fied : it is furrounded with a wall indeed,^ in 
which are ten gates; but ^e extent is too . 
great for a regular l<Mti€cation. But what is 
w^ting in the town itfelf^ is made up in the 
citadel This is a regular and a very flrong 
building : it confimands the whole city, and 
has, I believe, with juftice, i^e crecfit of 
being the belt fwtrcfe -in Italy. The Kttlc 
river Olano, oh which Milan flands, would 
anfwer but few of the purpofes of a great 
town *, but die (ttuation recompenfes, in fome 
degree, the lofi of a larger, as the town (lands 
at once in one of the moft plea&nt an<f mcA 
fruitful plains of Italy ; and the want of a 
navigable river running immediately through 
it, is amply made up by two navigable canals, 
by nf^eans of which it has a communication 
with the Oder and the Tefm. The Town is 
well built : there are many open and large 
Iquares, and the ftreets are not confined. The 
number of churches is not lefs than two hun- 

drcd 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(«56) 

dred and thirty, and chere art no Ids than 
ninety convents for men and women. When 
one rccollefts the number of ufeleis people 
Ihut up in thefe, and the crowded inhabitants 
of thofe parts of the city where the tradef^ 
men and artificers live, we ihall not wonder to 
hear the number computed at between three 
and four hundred thoufand« 

You have feen the print of the St* George 
killing the Dragon, from a painting of Ra- 
phacFs. The original is in Milan. It ispre- 
ierved in the monaftery of St Vifton It is 
indifputably of the hand to which it is attri- 
buted ; but it by no means came up to the 
e3q>e6bations I had formed of fb celebrated a 
piece. There is that dignity and force in it 
which particulariie the manner of that inimit- 
able mafter *, but there wants that grace which 
is feen in many other of his pieces; and the 
colouring is not worthy the author of fome 
piftures I have feen of his. The people who 
are poffelTed of it will not give way to any 
fufpicion about it ; but I am apt to believe it 
was one of hi? firft pieces : there is in it all 
that ftrength of mind and genius that pro- 
mifcd the excellencies which followed •, but 
there is not the finifhed beauty of many others. 

You remember the name of a Milanefe, 
immortalized by Pliny, Quintus Novellius. 
They called him Tricongius, in memory, of 
his drinking three congii of wine in prefence 
of Tiberius. What an exploit ! His face is 
preferved in relief, with an infcription, near 

the 
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the Porta Nuova at Milan, while that of many 
a worthy man of his time refts in oblivion. 

They ufed to have a famous ftatue on th^ 
gate^ called Tola, known alfo by the fame 
name, and fuppofed to have given it to the 
gate. It was of a very elegant female figure, 
cxpofing herfelf naked, in a very extravagant 
and indecent manner. It flood there till 
their feint, Charles Borromeo, caufcd it to be 
taken down. The ftory is, that it comme- 
morated a lady of lingular beauty, who at the 
time when Frederick Barbarofla befiegcd the 
city, expofcd herfelf naked on one of the 
gates in this pofture, to engage the attention 
of the befiegers, while the garrifon made a 
furious fally from another part. Theftor^ 
fays the- attempt was crowned with great foc- 
cefsi The ftatue is ftill in being : it is pre- 
fer ved in a palace of the noble family of Ar- 
chinte. But it is hot eafy for a ftrangcr to ob- 
tain a fight of it. * * * 

LETTER XLH, 

I Have been extremely entertained with the 
ftory of a Romilh faint. You know they 
are a fet of beings I have always held in great 
veneration. The laft thing! was led to fee in 
*4ilan, was St. Guglielmina's vault. I had not 
heard the ftory, nor is it a wonder travellers 
are not informed of it •, I only flare to think 
that I have been let into the myftery of thefe 
myfteries. 

The 
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The vault inm which I was fed^ under ^r 
Aame of the Guglielmina, was aixHit Sam ceiir 
turies ago tiie retiicment of the iaint fioin* 
whom it is named. She was a lady of &^ 
emplary pie^ (la Qiys^ the ftory) who^ after 
havin^eatpended a vaft fortune in a£b of che^ 
rity and public endowments, &ttt herfelf up- 
in this &rk^ but not uncom&rtsdDk manfiwi* 
It was her nik never ta^be diifanbed w&ils ua 
her devotions, whether (he ferfonned thcoir 
aione or in company with dme wtom ihe adr 
mlttedtothe lumour of her frieiidibiy. .Tbr 
gates were opened to none actbattune > and" 
partly the ftrength of diem, and pardjF the: 
awe and venec^oa for the inhabiwnt,. tear 
dered them impregnable.. U would have bces^ 
accountoi fiurrilcge but to base diftudi^the 
pious rechile wima £igiaaLto aik admittance^ 
or an attempt to peep, or to liften tt> what 
pUTed within, bodi which were mdeed, Stmip 
the nature of the place, impqffible, could aoy^ 
have dared to attempt it. At die regular 
dmes the g^ waa fbut,. and the devodon9> 
fomedmes continued manf houss. At ftft 
.time had been irregular, and ofbn the door 
was faftencd at nud-day ) but the iaint being* 
too much reverenced, p<;ople ufed to crowd at 
a diftance about the ported to have the benefit 
of her prayers ; and fhe had many foUicita- 
dons« from thole of pious difpofitions, fi^r 
leave to join her in them. The love of doing 
good, and the hate of oftentation, occaEoned 
her at laft to make midnight the only time for 

her 
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1m gp^H a^ of dero«|9f), md invkea b^ 
of cbdfe wbo foilietted if, to the honour d 
joioiag in thmk The door waa uiuaUy kepi 
iift fi9r two or dme hour% and the people 
who weaehonpiUKd wkhher toftm^ons were 
then let out; not in a body, but one after 
aaother, aa eacb wat to iwetre har k& inr 
Kra&ima aa their difm^Bofu 

h wa&a nsk with the pima fechile» to adr 
mt ofdjT yci»th, dMk ihe might h«re the o|h 
pcMnnMjr of innocent andundetMiched emnda 
to reeeive her prec^>ts i md that hoae might 
Dttof ofivjrmifrepfelisot^ tk^ who were adr 
aaittedcaeieaUiaYeiJai atidiewaaaD aftc^ 
krriigioii fos any to attend tbana hocar^or^to^ 
waach with dafign to kaiawwho thay were. 

The feniiliea only of tbofe who weiie ad- 
mitted to the honour knew of i€» and theyr 
weiie dally edified at fecewl haisd widi the fer- 
wson^ of the good, old ku^. At kng^i the 
itthahitaoe of the Tenenttad cai^ dicd^ and wai 
added to dte number of tte fttnta : die &»ed 
hotioucs weae paid to^ bee temaina i and her 
difiriples obtatned penniflk)n» that diey mig^ 
be d^)ofited b t^. very cave where fhc: bad 
been tifed » bmtthe fordi. her dirine admo^ 
nitions^ The reqUeO: was gaanted, and the 
coepa depofited with fign^ honours. All Mi-- 
hn. venerated the nacoe : but her difciples, 
confiftbsg of a number of young perfons of 
both fexes, ufed to aSemble at the ufual hours* 
to reverence her aflics, to repeat their devo* 
tionsy and to commuae with cme another cofle 
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Ceming^fhe tKingp which ih© had^ in hcrlife-^ 
time been ufed to fey to diem; None wcrc^ad- 
mitttd to thefe rites, but thoTe Who had attend-^ 
cd die living feint, nor was it ever attempted 
by the fele^ body to add one to their num^ 
ber. 

The ceremony had continued fome months r 
The people who reibrted to the cave wem held 
in veneration by the whole chuKh : the rwpa 
preferved itfelf in a iiipemahiral manner, and 
miracles were wrou^c by it* There wer9 
thoughts of building a chapel over the yaulu 
While this was in agitation, a youtig citizen 
of Milan married one of the feleft body. She 
was charming beyond mod of the Milanese 
women pf her time: they mutually ''loved; 
they were happy a longtime; I diink the 
ftory fays four months. At length the huQMid; 
wh6fe fondnefr incceafed upon the poflefiidn of 
fuch a jewel, became impatient under < the 
hours which her devodon at the cave of die 
faint nighdy ftole from his bed. He folidud 
to be admitted of the ilomber, but he foli^ 
cited in vain : not his want of pietv, hvt the 
drift order forbad it* If any could have been^ 
added to the number, her dear hu(band muft^ 
have been the man. She propofed it at the 
next meeting : every body ftie told him, wi(h- 
ed it, but the feint had left none the power of 
doing it. The good man fubmittcd * : but fub- 
miffion upon force is but an ill thing. He grew 
eager to know what was the fecrct rite ; per- 
haps he grew fufpicious. The lady had led 

him 
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liim about bed-time, to join fome more of the 
party who^weie tOfgo together to the cell. 
Sie had left one of her veils behind her : the 
hufband put it on ; went boldly to the door, 
knocked,, and was adniitted. Happily he was 
the Brft there : he concealed himfelf in an oI> 
fcure corner of the vault ; he faw them enter 
in companies ; he faw the laft admitted i he 
faw the perfon who kept the gate difmifled ^ 
and then he faw the rites begin. 
, The eye of man never was witnels to fuch 
a fcene of lewdnefs and varied debauchery* 
The good man faw every adl of Ihame com- 
mitted by them in prefcnce of one another. 
It was not worth while to prevent his wife's 
proftitution one night. Added to the many 
flie had enjoyed, it -was of no confequence. 
He faw her fucceffively the miftrefe df two of 
the male devotees. He was obliged to (lay 
the ceremony out. It was eafy for him to ef- 
cape among the firft crowd, in the confufion 
pf going out, as foon as they had broke up. 
He was at home before his wife : he.hcard 
her repeat the ejaculations and prayers of .the 
whole body with chriftian edification, and he 
was quiet till the morning. As foon as he 
was drefled he applied to a magiftrate ; his 
oath was received ; the circumftances were too 
ftrong to admit a doubt. The people, as 
many of them as were known, were appre- 
hended ; the hufband got rid of his pious wife, 
and the body of St. Guglielmina was burnt by 
.the common haqgman. . * * « 

L E T^ 
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LETTER XUIL 

PEACE to the aihes of good Si. G«^liei^ 
mina, I htfv% Ic^ the place where diey 
^ere {entered into the air, and um arrived m, 
Brefcia. ThfspaHt^ Italy is rather a great gsr« 
4leiichan an opefi country: the firn, the &y^ 
the air, every iimg coiRributes with the ele-» 
gatice and pomp^tf^che obge&s that are about 
one, to fet one aa it were in a new worlxL 
Yon will not eafily conceive, bow nmcfa I 
congratulate my ielf on having bad the reiblu^ 
tion to enter on the tour. But i niuft cell 
you of Breicia. it is a capital of a cerritcHy, 
and a fweetcity^ bat in extent is nothing w 
cotnparifon of that I have left behind me* 
They acknowledge, that it is not above two 
miles and a half in circumference; and from 
z view taken at no great diftanoe, it ^^pears 
muchlefs. It iscompafUy buik, and ftands 
juft at the foot of a mountain. One fees the 
whole at a view, and it is a charming prof- 
ped. The rivers Mela and Gazzo water it» 
There is an arm of one or other of them trick- 
ling down every one of the principal ftneets. 
It has been a place of fome (landing : but the 
fa£lions of the Guelphs and GiUbeHns had 
nearly dcftroyed it. It has been fihce repair^ 
cd, and in a great mcafure rebuilt. . It is now 
one of the prettieft and moft flouriihing towns 
in the Venetian territory. The houfes are re- 
gular and well buik. There are a great ma* 
ny fquares, and they are tolerably large and 

open* 
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copeiu The public buildings ^e not numcr 
.Tous, but \^at there are are haftdfome. A- 
mong thefe, the principal is the citadel ; it is 
.a modern fortrefs, and a very ftrong one. 

Brefcia is a rown. of antiquity. The Ro- 
dmans call it Brxxia ; and CatuUus mentions it 
tunder the 'name of the Mother of Verona* 
It is iaid to have been built by the Cenomaiq^ 
ithe fefcond body of Gauls that paflcd the Alps 
tinder Elitonius : but there is little in it to 
dTpeak in favour of its antiquity. One thing 
however is worth remarking, as it fhe ws how 
very long the fame ipecies erf manufafture 
wiA remain in the fame place : the Brefcians 
are at this time the beft fmiths in Italy^ and 
jparticularly excellent in the fabricature of 
arms. It appears from fome of the antteiit* 
infcriptrons preferved in the town, that they 
were fo m the time of the Romans. There 
Is exprefs mention in one of them of the Col- 
legia centpniarum fabrorum. 

The city laments the lofs of a ftatue to an 
unknown deity, I have feen a figure of it, 
and a copy of the infcription, that are prefer- 
red, and there is fomething in them very lin- 
gular. The flatue is in another place ; and 
the Brefcians now think it a lafting fcandal to 
their city to have parted with it. It was dug 
at Brefcia many years fince, and was of excel- 
lent workmanlhip. It reprefented a venera- 
ble man with great dignity, as w«Il as fblem* 
nity of a^eft, habited in a Phrygian drefs, 
and (landing in an eafy pofture, with an owl 

at 
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at his feet. The infcription confifts of only 
two words, Deo NoSlyho. \t muft have been 
an unique. Nothing of the kind is inet with 
in the collections of the virtuofi, nor in the 
works of the antiquarians. I am not ignorant 
that Bacchus was fometimes called NodUius ; 
but this cannot be of that deity, the face, as 
well as the whole air and aQ>e6l, are againft 
it ; nor are there any of the fymbols ot that 
deity about it. . Cybcle had a kind of orgies 
inftituted to her: they were called Nyftillia 
facra. Atys; the chief prieft of this divinity, 
was always reprefented as a grave and reve- 
rend old man. The fymbol agrees; and 
though there is not fo much as one might 
wilh, to countenance the conjefture of its be- 
-ing his, there is nothing againfl it. 

The church of St. Lazaro makes no figure, 
after fome that I have found occafion to name 
to you in the courfe of my tour. What 
then will it appear to me, in comparifon of 
fome of thofe which I have yet to fee ! But 
with all this difadvantage, there is in it an air 
of magnificence, as well as elegance, that 
now pleafes me greatly. It is a fort of relief, 
to the mind that has been exercifed in contem- 
plating vaft objefts, and fccnes of a painful 
admiration, to fall to thcfe which, though 
they want the magnificence of thofe enor- 
mous objefts, have yet their merit, and 
pleafe, though they do not aftonifh. It were 
mjuftice, \<^th St. Lazaro not to mention St. 
Afra. Both of them hare alfo their beauties 

within. 
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'within. Itt the firft there are fome very fine < 
•pieces of Titian's. In the St. Afa there is a 
-itandard by Paul Veronefe, a moft amazing* 
ly fine thing in its kind. There is alfa a piece 
-of Tintoret'sy a Transfiguration, equal to 
any thing I have ieen &om the iame pencil. 
/There is a rarity in the cathedral which I do 
-not well know what to make of. They have 
a ftrange impcrfet5t way of ihewing thefe fa- 
■metis curiouties in thefe places: a ftranger 
^ever gets a prfe£t view of them. lam ai- 
rways apt to lufpeft, that there is reafon for 
this caution: tht good fathers are not To 
much afraid 5 of having their trcafures ftolen, 
as fome falacy or other About them difcover- 
cd. The pretended emerald dilh, that I na* 
med to you in a former letter, is kept undei" 
thirteen locks, the keys of which are in the 
•hands:of fo many different people, all of the 
jirft ccmfequence. It is difficult, from this 
circumftance, for a ftranger to dbta^n a fight 
of it J and when he does, it is fo blockaded 
and defended, that it is hardly poffible to fky 
whether it be Tound. or Iquare, or whether 
made of ftone or brafs. Something like all 
this parade there is in regard to the relique in 
the cathedral of Brefcia : it is not indeed kept 
under fo many different locks, but it is as 
hard to get a diftant view of it. It is a crofs : 
the colour is blue : the niatter of which it is 
made, they fay, is unknown. My eager 
friend M — s told them, he wcwld lay them 
a hundred pound, to fix-pence that if they 
•» Vol. I. N woul4 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( t66) 

wouUL gpve himagood fight of ic» he ^iraukl 
tell them what were die m«tetials : but we 
paid for dm fixwardnefs, bv obtatium; but a 
more 'itxiperfeSt view of it ttuto we otherwife 
^hMy fliould haVe bad. That it belong- 
ed to Conftantbe,. they agcce on all faanda. 
Some will have it to have been, his labfsus; 
the prtefts aflfert it to be lus famous orsflaoi'- 
me: butdusisacoi^e&urevery ffifapfMHted 

There is a great deal io Brefcia that pinf- 
ed me. The goremor's palace is a handiicmie 
e£fice t die pakce of jimice is alio a largir, 
and not inelegant building ; «od there is foBoe*- 
thing in the portico whidi faces ic» that has a 
pleafmg effect : it is not kfs than a ouarter of 
a mile in extent^ and is all occupieQ by gua^ 
foMths^ in their diftinAihops and apartments. 
The iron mines that fitpply thefe works, (for 
they begin from the ore, and cany on their 
vrorks to the higheft perfection) are ia the 
mountatna to the north of the city. Theft 
hills, as is always the cafe where there arc 
mines, produce fcarceany vtgetataJe. 

My friend M^^s had like to have got into 
a very unlucky fcrape here. It waa what I 
ihoukl leaft of all men havefufpedbod him of ; 
and it was a ftrange chance .that I was in the 
way to relieve him. You will not wonder 
that his curiofity led him to wifli ibr a fight 
of the iron mines ; but you will ftare to hedr 
of the guide he chofe toco^dufi. him so them. 
We had hardly fecp the face of a Woman 
fincc we were in Italy, till we C4iae into Bref- 

ci4>. 

* Digitized by Google 



C 2«57 ) 
da. t w$s ftirprifed to fee them appear m 
this cttv in the ftreecs, and with. caps. as they 
do witri us. My very grave friend M— — » 
had met with one of the lower, clafs, in ;a 
ramble towards evening, and had agreed with 
her to attend him the next day, while her hitf- 
band was at his work, to the foot of the 
mountain, and direft him in his way to the 
mines. The huftand (for the Brefcians, 
'though they aHow their wives more liberty, 
are not lefs jealous than the reft of the Italians) 
fafpeftcd the matter ; he dogged his fpoufc 
to her gallant} he foHowed them together 
out of tbc town ; and, had noc I been acci- 
dentally up early, and walking to enjoy tbc 
cool air north of the town, the adventOrc 
would have had a verv melanchoUy termina- 
tron. I hafted toward the comer of a field, 
where 1 faw three people in very earneft dif- 
courfe, and codd perceive that mifchief was 
on foot, by the woman's getting between the 
two men, and more than once throwing herfelf 
npon her knees. You will guefs my lurprife, . 
on feeing my friend and companion the olj- 
je^ of the refrntment from the enraged qua?- 
;tcr. How ever much of Vulcan there might 
be in the bufband, there was very little gf 
Mars in the gallant. The Venus was a fup- 
pfiant ; but ner intrearies only enraged her 
Ipodfc the more. He was oh the point of 
executing the delinquent with a kind of iron 
punch they ufe to ftrike holes through tbc 
red hot metal, when I came up. Hedefired 
N 2 me. 
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. mc, in coarfe Italiai}, not to inteifere againft 
the revenge of an injured hufband, and ^c- 
peeled I would be Italian enough to pals on 
and leave him to his pleafure. I do .not know 
whether it was my rhetoric that prevailed, 
or the more powerful confideration of our 
being two to one; but with much ado I 
made up the breach. M-'^s aflerted his in* 
nocence of any defign againfl: the lady's ho* 
nour ; but he did it in fo aukwaxd a manner, 

' that I much fufpcfted him. However, for 
a fmall fum the Italian promifed him forgive* 

; nefi, and they parted friends. 

LETTER XLIV. 

TF you could have feen the face of M ■ -s , 
X my dear , when I found him un- 

der the hands of his enraged adverfary, ypu 
would have thought there required litde rhe- 
toric to prevail with him to follow my advice 
of inftandy quitting the place. But there is 
a principle in the mind ot man, at leaft there 
is Co in the mind of a pbilofopher, which is 
fuperior to fear: it is airioiity. It was in 
vain that I urged the Italian jealoufV; in vain 
I pleaded the infidious temper of the hu£- 
bands in this country ; in vain I reprefented 
to him how very litde was to be expe£led 
from a reconciliation on force. Nothing 
would prevail with him to leave the place till 
he had vifited the mines. 

When I could not get him back, there was 
no (tep for me but foUowbg him forward. 

Indeed 

« Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( ^69, ) 
Indeed he had reafon to be earneft in his de- ' 
fire of feeing them •, the fcene has fomcthifig ^ 
horrible in it, but I (hall never forget the ' 
pleafure it gave me. I am becoming as eager 
a naturalift as my friend, and think I could. . 
cHmb rocks and defccnd into caverns with a$^ 
much readinefs, if I knew as well where to 
meet with the things I fearched for, as my 
companion could. 

I had thought there was fomcthing Angular 
jn the ftonc of fevcral of the buildings in 
Brefcia^ that of the town houfe in particular 
was of fo uncommon an afpeft, that 1 had at 
fiWl fuppofcd the building to be of marble. 
We here met with the quarries from which 
tiiofe materials had been dug, and on feeing 
fbme'frefh broken pieces from the pits, I was 
yict more pleafcd with the colouring. It is a 
vtry hard ftone : the ground colour is blue, 
and there are large blotches of red and black, 
and a fltining filver-likc white in it. They 
fcem diftinft matter from the reft of the ftone, 
ahd have an appearance of having been thrown 
into the blue matter at a time when it was fofc 
Kkc pafte. They have greatly the appear- 
ance of fome <^rfe kinds of granite that I 
hiavcfeen; and if the workmen tell me truth 
about their hardheis, are not vaftly inferior to .' 
this elegant ftone in that refpeft. 1 am con- 
fident they would make a figure that few here 
fufpeft, under the advantage of a high polifh. ' 
The quarry of thefe docs not confift of one 
TOft bed of folid matter, as is the cafe in moft 
N 3 other 
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other Sqiic, as well as in the icveral kinda of 
marbk *, but the ftoncs lie in vaft lumps^ fome 
of them of fevcral ton weight, in a confufed 
n^anner, one over another. 

The heaps of this (lone are at tijc foot of 
the mountains^ and the workoien obiervc^ 
^at the bed of them runs with great regukri- 
ty, and to a vaft extent j for wherever they . 
open the eardi in that fituationt they are fure ] 
to find ihem^ This is the reafon that there is 
not any large quarry opened any where ; but 
vi^ierever there has been a building deigned 
with them^ the fide of the hill has been fearcb* 
ed at a due height^ as near the place as might 
bQ» and they are always fouoo in the iaoie 
abundance. As we aicended the mountains, 
which are tolerable high ones, the appearance 
was mifcrably barren and di%uilml. Here* 
was nothing of that verdure which had de* . 
li|;hted the eye in the lower ground i Aotbing 
pf the fruit trees^ or painted flowers, that . 
fprung up at the foot of the deckvtty, and 
e'^en to me Hone quarries ^ all above us was 
rude rocksg and but here and diere oti either 
hand, could we diilingui/b a btrren ptece of 
pafturage; no ploughed land, Dor the ap» 
prarancc of a vine any where about us. Wc 
cpmbed the afcent^ fometioies conilderably; 
ftecpi by the help of rude ma£cs of ftone^ 
and coarfe and unprofitable lumps of oics, 
that had been thrown from time to time out 
at the mouth of a mine that-was above us, 
and had rpBed to a greater or Jefs diftance/ 

down 
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«tewn «1« hilK In our way up we piflled by » 
fcnne vaulted cliffs of a black itone^ whidi 
ibatx^ng the weather better than the loofer 
matter of the hill, proji^dcd to feme diftance 
beyond the fweli of its fide& On breaking 
fome fragments from thcfe, M-^-^^-^s declar- 
ed than to be beds of a fine, btack marble. 
Wc^ who have only been ufed «o fee marble 
as wrou^c and poliflied, doncM: imagine hotH 
coarfe a figure it make$ in the ground. The 
wmder is, what could have cempeed men to 
try die effi^ of poKibtng upon if. I almoft 
kugked at my mendfs dercion about a rude^ 
a»d dirty«lodkiiig ftopie as I had leen •, but> 
wkeo WQ afbenrards Atinrnedto our qodu-ters^ 
I U^md he was right. He wouU have datm-* 
ed Somt merit with the town, for informing 
them of a quarry of marble in their territory, 
but we found they aimady knew of it^ and 
Aatmoft of the marble of that colour, which 
Wtt &w in the chuiscbes, wias fnom this place. 
.After a very psimfui a&ent, we at kngth 
cMie to the mouth of the mine ix> which we 
had been direft^ . We were received by a 
niturd cleft tif a red mek, imo a ftcange kind 
of dungeon t we defended perpendtcuJarly 
to a monftrou6 depth, by xiwans of a machine 
contrived to let down the woikinen and to 
bring up the ore. We puifuod our courfe 
zktr this ^ng a natrcM pafiage ; fometimea 
all at length ; in the beft places ftooping al* 
moft double. I was thoroughly tired: .1 
heartily wiflied myfelf out-, but isidecd in the 
' N 4 end 
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rod I found the objeA of our fearch wordi tk^ 
pains we had been at in getting to it. Wp 
were received into a vaft cavity, in which the 
miners were then at work. They had for 
many years purfued the vein of ore through a 
natural crack in the rocks, iit^iich it filled up^ 
and which was the courfe thatwehad foticwed 
in our way to this place. .' They were now 
airived at what they called the body of the 
mine. They had long been at work upon it^ 
and they expefted it to laft much longer. 
The ore here lay on every hand about them t 
they had only to loo&n it with a kind of little 
picks, and to fend it up. It was extremeiy 
rich, and lay about in an infinite variety of 
figureis. You, wiH not wonder, after this ac-. 
count, to hear that the mines never were m 
fo flourifhifig a fituation as at prefent 

The cavity in^hichwc now found our*-! 
felves, refemUed a large halh'it was more 
than eighty feet in. length, and twenty five ia* 
breadth. Its he^ht indeed was not (xadly 
proportioned, according to the rules o(^r<ii-\ 
te^hire ; it was in general . but about kvtn' 
foot, but occafionally^it role into a kind of 
domes of a wonderfully beautiful appearsnce,^. 
the work of natum. The miners had k& 
columns of the natural ftone at certain di^anr 
CCS, to fiippoit the rpof fron> f^lkig in upp^ 
them, and were how at work on One of tl^ . 
extreme comers. 

Remote as this ftrange cavern is from the: 
region of day, and- out of all.cqminwiiciaiioii ; 
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with the general light, a very fmall fource af- 
forded a fufiicient quantity of it. The dig- 
;' gers work by a ftnali kind of wax candle, not 
'^ thicker than that which we fee in Eogtend. 
-' twifbd up in rolls, and one of thefe g^e a 
••• great Ught tp all that part of the cave where 
^- it burned, 1 There were about half a dos^en 
'^ others of I the fame lize ftuck up againfl the 
■>^= pillars, that, fupported the roof, in order to 
'^' Ihew us the pkce; and the vafl: room was 
-' more illuminated by thefe little flames, than 
:- Ihave iecn a church, of half its extent, .with 
half a dozen luftres. The lownefs of the 
roof, and the bright iurface of the ilones and 
rocks on all parts, I doubt not, conipire in 
ibme meafure to this \ but doubtlefs the eye. 
itfelf has its fhare in the deluli9n,,and the pert*^^. 
fe^ darknclsout of whicH it-.L^ receivedintoi 
this hew fcene, contributes not a httle to the 

SVing it an appearance of more hcightnpis. 
an it really has. . 

The firft obfervation rfiat my friend Mr-i> 
led me to make, was that of the various 
mouths of other veins which opened into thiSn 
great, refer voir infeveral parts^ He led me. 
round the fides of the cavity, aqd Iliewed me. 
thefe in form. of wide. cracks iiitl^ToIid tQck,! 
all full of the ore, and reaching, fonae per*-; 
pendioularly^ others obliauelv>. from the rpof .' 
to the floor of it. Thefc> he told me„ were 
fo many veins of the pre, and mig^r each. 
Have been traced as a mine, and .vporked tcK 
advantage. He exprefled himfeEwith grea^ 
N 5, '' ' iiiigrile^ 
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furprUe, in regard to this vail carem fbll of 
. ic, and fpoke of it as a thing he had not ieen^ 
nor fcarce could have betievtd, if ic had been 
reprefented to him. To me it had the ap- 
pearance of a vaft lake, ineo which the feve* 
ral ftrcamsof ore emptied diemielves. 

When he had pamted out to me the many 
kinds of the ore, as it lay in the crevifes oif 
the rock, and explained which was hardeft to 
work, which funcft oF metal, and demon- 
ftrated why each had this pectiHar charader; 
he led me to the center of the catern. Now 
you have fecn the tifual and natural ftate of 
the ere, you Ihall fee from hence, laid he, 
the fcvcral accidental forms it afliimes, which 
I never before beheld in fiich pcrfcftbn. He 
pointed firft of z\\ to a part of the roof be- 
tween two columns, that ftood near us ; he 
Aewcd me the marks of the took in fcvcral 
places, in order to prove that the ftiifacc wa» 
not natural, but artificial: it was all, yoU' 
may be alfuted, laid he, left naked by the. 
workmen, but you fhall fee how nature has 
cftiamented and enriched k fince. It was* 
pfem that what he alledgcd was the laft 5 the 
whole cavity in which we were had onc^ been 
fuM of ore^ and the very rock of whkh the 
rOoF was foriaied, fo rich in the mctil, that 
they had cut away a great deal of it. The 
pifts of It that were naked, retained the 
marks of the tools'^, but in others, we had a 
rrtoft beautiful pro^tft of nature*s operations. 
You have leen t*tc icides hanging from the- 
' •" ' I *- caves 
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eares af a houfc^ after a night of froft conr- 
ing upon jrain i but thcfe arc poor rcfcmblan- 
ces: tbevr hanging from the foHd rock a 
number of cynoders and cones of almoft pure 
iron. They were from the Aicknefs of « 
ftraw to that of one's wrltt, and Ibmc of Aem 
a foot in length. They hung perpendicular- 
ly from the top, and theJr lurface was bright 
and gloflV, as that of the higheft polifhcd 
fteel. When we broke them, we Ibund them 
eompofed of a number of crufts laid one over 
another, and all thefe ftriated as fine as it w» 
poffible &r the eye to difciem. 

In another pkrt of the roof hung down, not 
Jingle icicles in the manner of thclc,, but large 
dufters of a coarfer kind. Thefe to me rc- 
femblcd the ptpcs of an <»igan in miniature^ 
The workmen ftippofe i!hem tike brooms fof 
fweepin^, and tall this kind of ore by a name 
txprelllng that. The fides Of the cdumns 
were alfd iiicruftcd with fome lefs regular pie- 
ces of thefe V and the miners told us, raey 
aUb, like the reft, were extremely rith m thj^ 
met^. They were always wet, as were alio 
the firft'kind. Water occafionaUy dropped 
lirom thetti upon the iftoor; and whenever it 
dW fo, Jitde lumps or. upn^t piecce of jh* 
fame mattef* were formed, and hurt our ^et 
in walking. \ Every drop of water that per- 
vades tftefe focks, is faliof partides 6f iron, 
M — s carries \t farther •, he fays eveiy vapour 
that .rifes from below has alfo iron in It, and 
th^ toiidenfiiig irtto watef oh* the cold rool 
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ud W2dls;oF this cavern, it leaves the sinetal 
behind it asit drops' down, or^t the utiqbi}^ 
before it finks into the floor. * , 
\ In another part oF the cavern we fa w . a niul- 
titude of _ rounds boi&ies like large ihot, apd* 
fome of the fize of piftol bullets.. - liuppgied 
thefe had been formed by art ; biit M- — r^s^ 
by breaking two or three of them, corivincai 
roc that they, were alfo the work of nature*' 
On the columns that were left to fimport the 
roof, as alfo in fbme^parts of the fide walLjJ 
there appeared parts mat were fo bright ^^d 
glittering, the eye could Jiardly be^u* 'to, Jp^ 
on them: they* had the grain* o^f the/fineft 
ftecl when jufl: broken^ only brighter. . . In an-. 
other place,. a hugcdufter of.globuleis of 9 
glofly grey or bright red,^ refembled fp many 
bunches of grajpes :' thef^ ^erc the hs^imajtlte, 
fo famous for the eyesV .In auotheti, . a y^ft 
lunm i^^litting all the way in S)rosL . Between^ 
thele we faw vaft lurrips of purer, ore,' H^e 
common iron 5 and yet largerj^ of a bright ic4 
kind, fo foft,.^hat. it. rubbed off between jhc 
fingers, and ftained them almoft indelibly^ 
This was .fmoo'ther than it is poflible to. de-: 
fcribc, to the* touch, and its colour 'elegit 
to the higljeft degree* . . ' ' * 

*M— -s )bad inewcd.me oqcafibnally fomc 
of the vaft ftohcs, hollow',! and their cavities 
filled up with a bright white matter like cry- 
ftal, only milky. Henaw led mc to anob- 
fcure corner, oix which his eye had been fi^ced 
the whole time, and in wh«i(;h there |lo6d 

'what 
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vhat appeared to me a very large and a very 
branched fhrub of white corak On examin* 
in^ it nearer, I was aftcoifhed to find it, inor 
oiTv^gatable j b^jf ot .mineral origin. M — — s 
Ifeewed mc the. part of -the rock froi» whence : 
ii^oif and convinced me that its matter wa$> 
the: fame" with that o^ tbp milky cjry,ftai in th^- 

' hollow pieces of the" ore j it even grew from, 
fiich a roafs. ; It was^ by much the beautiful- 
eft thing I have fecn. 1 would have purchaf*- 
edit at apy price; but it was refcryjsd for the, 
archbiihop, a man of curioiity, w}>o bad he^4i 
of it. They called it by a name expreffing, 
flower of iron. i » . 

! As we returned, I was in fomewhat better 
humour with the place, and had the patience 
to hear M* ; ■ g defcant on the objej^s ,we 
pafled in our courfe to.the aftf^it. , He (hew- 
ed me in our way a great iiamber of fmalier 
ihoots. and efljpr^fcences of the fame white 
fiipwy matter. .Bqt what furprifcd me moft, 
was to fee all the comnripn cryftal that we met 
with,. not Ihooting into fprigs and columns, 
as is ufual, but all in clufters of a kind of di- 
^onds. The fingle fhqots were about the 
Cze, "and very much of ihe fliape, of a dia- 
i^ond at cards, . Sonie of diem were perfc^-^ 
lyp^lucid,. and very bright; but the greater 
part were tinged to the fame milkly hue with 
the fhoots. It is the firft fubterranean vifit I 
have ;made ; but had you jmade it, my dear 
•^— r-,'jin^itq of all its dirt and danger il 

, would hot oe your laft. * ^ # ♦ « 

^ ^ VERONA 
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LETTER XLV. 

VERONA pfft iM but littk promtfe 
fis I entered it ^ bot I am far ^nom dif- 
factiHed Witfi the time I hare Ipent in looking;, 
o^er its ci^ofities atid antiquides. The lra« 
t«Uef of any degree of obtenradon, is twice- 
deceived in diis town. As he approaches it^ 
the firft views give him great ciq>efiadons^ 
whieh are not a^wered <m a nearer proipeft ^ 
»d as he obferva die general face of it on 
entering k, he does not expert the dgefts of 
admiriitiM wtttch 4)6. after wards finds. 

Verona is a town of confiderable extent. 
Its circumference cannot be lefe tjian feven 
mties, and it is fweetly fiiuated. It Hands 
pardy on a hilH and partly on the pfaun at its 
foot \ afKi the Adige^ a very confidcrable ri- 
♦er, runs throu^ it. This we fee from a di- 
ftance. When we come up to it, we find 
the buildings imegular. Tm houfcs are in 
general low and mean, and the ftreets are dir* 
ty Md very ill paved, t ftodd not onrit ta 
tdl you, thatin my way to it I was quarrclhng 
With my •geograjAy, for not informing mc 
that weaj>prQactied die fea again between the 
town of .Bnefda ind this pkce r. indeed I knew 
not how the fea fliould get thtther. What I 
faw was the Lago dt Garda, die Bcnacus of 
the antients. You wH not wonder at my 
ittiftaldng for the fea a body of water of be- 
tween dwty and forty miles in lengdi, and 
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tufdre m breadth. It wis as rough u the 
iea, and had all its appearances. 

There is a ftrangc fict of idtoieft ac Vero* 
ha, 4ind of ks confiiqiMKe, |iM«rt]r. I am 
fcfe in humor wkh the generanty of the peo- 
ple here, than ^ith any I hare feen in Italy. 
It has been an antient town^ but from its 
earlier periods has been yaftly enlarged . The 
ok! gates, md a part of the wali dmt at that 
time inclofed it, now ttand dmoft m the mid* 
dk of the city. It has had 'v& Tttolutioni^ and 
feems now declining into that ftate agdn^ 
from which the latter ages railed k. 

Nothmg forpriied me movt in the examine 
a6on of the fevcral parts of Verona, dian fec- 
mz the Adige run through the middle of it. 
The two diftinft parts into which Ms rifvtr 
now divides the town, hare comtHuiiicatkm 
by four very good twidges : but thcfe are not 
of very early di^t; nor indeed is it poO%Ie 
they fhould : for the river muft have 6nce run^ 
not through the m^iddle of the town^ as it 
now does, but on one fide of it. it is evidenr 
from all accxnmts, that d^ Adige did indeed 
run to the right <rf Verona. Sfflius ltali<:us^ 
tcHs us of its fiirrottnding the town; and we 
ikd m Aurdius Viftor, and flie panegyrift 
of Confiantine, that in his pafiagemm Fie^ 
WYont, he was obfiged to pafethe Adige, be* 
fore he couM take Verona, It has been ima- 
gined by thofe;who have the ^afieft way tK 
reconcirmg' con trad ifiions, th«t ^ towh haa 
altered if s fituation ^ but this is not the cafe : 
' * ' ' certainly 
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ceftamly it b cot the city, but the river, diat 
has undergone the change. I have fearcheci 
the pb(» where the old courfe of the river 
muft have beds, fuppofing the town to hava 
always fiood where it now does, and I have 
found it there. . I have traced part of the old 
bed tQ the. right of the town, and even diico-* 
vered the rem^s of an old bridge there, in 
a place where there are now only houies. 
The Italian hiftorians explain it all : they telL 
116,. that no earUer than m the fixth century,, 
the courfc. of the Adige was altered by an ex- 
toiordinary. land flood. They are regular in 
tdling.us, that it rofe tofuch a height, parti* 
cularly about St. Zeno's convent, that it threw 
down the walls of the city. It was at this^ 
time that it made its way along the center of 
(he city, overthrowing multitudesof private,, 
and kme^ public buildings ; and the current 
lore up^ a bed for it&lf^ that the river has 
kept ever fince. 

I have told you, that under all the ^lifad- 
yantages in appearance, Verona has amply 
^tisfied my thirft of information in travel- 
ling. The public bmldings, -which are not 
thinly Scattered in it, are as remarkably augufl: 
and elegant,, as tbe.private ones are mean and 
contemptible* The paintings prcferved in it,. 
are many, and the greater part of them of the 
moft capital kind : and the remains of Ro- 
ttiAn magnificence no where more amply dif- 
play themfcfarcfcj ^ - * • ♦ 

IE T^ 
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L E T T E R XLVL 

I Was afhamed to be^ a defcriptibn pf 
the amphitheatre at Verona at the end of 
a ktter. It is the nobleft remain of Romaic 
^eatnefs that I have any. where ieen; and 
though of very early ori^^ is by the help of 
a.fcw flight. repairs, at this time very perfe&» 
It is impoffible to fix the date of this buildingi. 
we can only fay, tdbet Verona was very early 
in.the Roman cmjpire a pface.of great import- 
ance and eftimation. We find that in the 
r^gn of Otho and Viteliius, public fports 
were exhibited in Italy ; and. w,e have no rea- 
fon to fuppoie a town of ibch inferior note a»^ 
Placencia ibould have ah amphitheatre whea^ 
Verotu wanted one. But not to dwell upon 
mere conjcfture from circumftances^ Pliny'sl 
laft epiiiifl(i:of his fixth book afium us^ that 
public games were at that time exhibed at 
Ucrona, that is, . in Trdan's reign. Nor. can 
we fup^fe.they wantea an ainphitheatre ear* 
Ikn MaximifiaQ built, as we are informedr : 
atimhitheatres at Milan^ Aduillia and Brefcia % 
and for that leafon prob^ly, for there does 
notappear to have been any other for it, Si* 
gDnius attributes this to him. It is ipdiQ>uta- 
bly of much earlier date* unqucftionahly pri* 
orjQ the time of Trajan, but how much ear* 
lier» It is not to l)e determined,. 

Nothing can give one a greater Jdea of the 
nia^ificcnce of this peoi»e, than the pknV 
taaterials and execution ot this iminenfe pUe^ . 

The 
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The outer wall q>pean to fiare beiin a ruftic 
work of entire tnartJe, Part of it fa yet en- 
tire, and flxM that die whole wu n^od ii| 
the flMtiner of an attick^ twenty foot hig^r 
than the uppermoft row of arches. The 
windowt in dits psot^ wtw in no fmailer a 
namber than ievancy two: dmf wera fcfwrn 
and ixrg^. Thefe ferred to kt m light and 
air to the fpeAttort, wiasn the Am ytm too 
powerful from aboiv. On ttefe occafiona 
they extended a vail of fdk» dyed widi pur- 
pie or feme cxhcr noh and glowing colomv 
OMT the whole top, aiad fiypoittd it by a 
vifterofl pole, Ime tht man: of ai8dp,or 
tmt of onr may^poleft, fiiml in ihe ccMer of 
the aiea. The hole ia y«t fiibk in the can- 
ter of thia floor, whete themaft wm wipEiai« 
ly pbkcod. 

. The ieao are capacioat beyond all hiittin* 
alion of tho&who have wot ietn them, ira* 
mwiberweaUowed i^inchtsAiuaiietoannsrf 
pevfiin in theicafibtdtnga imStcA^ihtk^tim 
raiyai irtHWoiicst if wtactoom in the fame 
manner for the ^eftatora at tfaafeftawa, (and 
the Roman drefs did not take op more room 
than oura) tfaefe wookl havo hek} near fifty 
thoufand perihos. What an aflkiiMyl And 
yet they weie ofem filled. 

* To what ^fiia ufta may the gtaoceft thkigi * 
return? Thearea, whomawMapnopiew^ii^^ 
owea ^mtettained with what moft have been 
attowed aog^ift and gmit, diougb bratal and ' 
hoirible flwwh lbrv»forapai«ltf tumblera^ 
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and xxu)untt!l»nks to divert tbe mob at a ihcm 
pric#; and the two lowerJlorics of the tanuid*- 
ing are converted into &able$^ bay^lofts^ and " 
wardiouib &r bulky goods of little price* 

The Porta Burfarcat is aootbar nobk re- 
matn of antiquity ia the city of Verona Ir 
conilib of two ftodes, formed of arches ^ the 
Corlnthiaa order: but this is k& pure d»n 
the former auguft pilfe. There are evidently > 
fome cX the oroamems greatly iofeiiar to m^ 
reft of the Jbuildiag; and though an uirripti* 
OP calls it a woiis; of Gallien's, it is ceitamly 
much older: it is jo too oohk a tail;e to have 
been of his age. Gallien walled the city, and . 
did mairy otmr confidcrablc favours to Vero* 
na; and there feems to be an w&Mct of their, 
genero&y and gratkude in this edifice. It 
was undoubtedly at that time a cekbrated re* 
main cf an earlier period, and in compliment 
to tbdr benefador was removed to a Aew 
place, decorated in the beftniannerihey were 
doic^ (a manner vaftiy inferior to the h&) and 
iofbribed to him. When we nxoUeft Cooftan* 
tine's arch at Rome» oimpikd £tom pafts of 
Triyan's forum, we am not to wonder^ that 
the feeming works ixf the ktCfsr aera of the 
empire^ omn, in reality, beloag to tha car* 

One of the gates of Verooa is anodur verjf 
noble remain of the early Aoipaa fpfeador. 
It is anarch, a venr finiihed Ofie^ oi the Do* 
ricorder. Ihavebeeainaftrainof admimg. 
theG9thic buildings in Frances but I ihaU ac- 
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qairf r truer taftc in Italy. There is a jw- 
bleneft and elegance in the fimplicity of^his 
arch, that puts all ornament out of counte- 
nance. It was probably creeled in honour of 
AtnifiuSy who in concert with Flaminius 
put an end to* the Infubrian war, and who 
Drought die noble caufeway through Boloena^ 
Moeena^. Panna^ Milany Brefciay and meir 
cky. 

The Arcus Leonum is anodier gloriour 
ruin \ but it is now fo perfeftly decayed, that 
St is not eafy to fee much of what was once^ 
its grandeur. There are the remains of an: 
infcription on it, which, when ledble, we are 
told, mentioned one Flaidus, ot Ve^afian's 
family ; but not a letter of it is now in beings 

If Verona is rendered famous by thefe re* 
mains of earKeft thne, there is yeranodier cir- 
cumftance, in which nd city of Italy excels it r 
the coUefiion of antique inferiptions. Thefe 
are ranged in an elegant order round the waUs- 
of their great court, before the academy; and 
if we except only the Arundel marbles, are 
the grcatett colleoion in Europe^ They have 
been pixxrured' at a /aft exqence, fh)m every 
plaee where Ac Venetians had P^wer, ana- 
hate been methodized by count Scipio Maf* 
fei, who has executed his part fo well, as to- 
db a lafting honour to hb country, confer an 
obligation of thefirft importance on the litera- 
tr of all; parts of die worid, and immortalire- 
hi»^ own name. It. were endlels to tranfcribe- 
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:#iefe» nor is it neceflary ; Gruter Juo done it 

already. . 

One's.fentimentp, in regard to what is beau- 
tiful, change very often in the courfc of a few 
obfervations, when Jiie objefts of them 4ce 
different, and are elegant in their kind. You 
law me juft now in love with the Doric arcfa 
.to fucfai a degree, as to condemn myfelf for 
having been pleafcd with any thing in the iGo- 
.thicilyle: i^m now in humour again with- 
>that rude exi^ant tafte. . I have feen .the 
tomb of C. Scaliger, lord of Verona : it is 
in the church yard of St. Pioculus. It Hands 
on fix mafly pillars, fixed upon a fo|id foun- 
dation, and is carried to a vaft height with a 
'profufion of ornaments of the cathedral kind. 
On the fummit is a figure of the brd who is 
interred in it, on horfcback. The body is 
in a ftone cheft, not under, but at the top of 

the edifice. The horfe ftands upon it. 

« ♦ « 

LETTER XLVIL 

TH E Mofcardo cabinet has been cde* 
brated by ail who have written of it. 
Yqu have read all who have written of Ve- 
rona, and I fhall not repeat to you what yop 
know. Give me leave to mention to you, 
however, a circumftance overlooked by all 
who have taken notice of that valuable collec- 
tion, and mifunderftood by mofi: who have 
yifited it. Among a vaft number of curiofi- 
.ties of all kinds, we were fiiewn a great num- 
ber 
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hct fn ROMS Of uliKttttt xOftS dtld Or dlnCTCnt 

figures, but all having an am)earar\ce of fotnc 
kind rf weapons: Ibme oF them rcfcmbJcd 
the hends of amws ; feme the points of ja- 
▼tlinsi fomekmees, and others axes. They 
were rudely formed, ^mif not done by cut- 
ting, as in our time, but by chipping. 

Many people wtrtr examinir^ ihefe at the 
fttne time that we were fairoured widi a fig^t 
of themt and many conjefturts were made 
concerning them*, Ixit aperfi>n of a grave af« 
peft, and much . erudition, dainied the at- 
tention of crcry body at length, for what he 
oflFered on the fubjcft. Hfe afferted, thit 
they were not the work of any mortal hands, 
but that they had fallen from the clouds. He 
called them brontise and ceraunia; andinfup- 
. port of his opinton, produced Boetius, de 
Boot, and Icrcrrf other wrinars of credit; in 
whom he fliewcd not only accounts of the fe- 
veral kinds under thefe. names, but even fi- 
gures e&graved, which & exaaly and per* 
U&ly reprefepted fome of thefe, that it w^s 
impoflible not to fofbeft that tier had bech 
made from them. Tliefe, he told us, ^pere 
the things we often heard of, but had notften 
bcfott V thefe were the true and real thimdcn- 
bolts. He produced inftances in great num^ 
ber, of the mifchirft that had been done by 
Tiiem in their feH, and read to us the paffages 
in his fevcral authors, which mention their 
having been found in America as wdl as Eu- 
rope ; and very judicroufly concluded, that 

things 
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fSixtg^ of im kind could dot be fi) mivwMy 
if not of cius origin. 

M--~"*s, whom I had obferved bittt^ his 
&ps» iuid nddcmng with ooacempt and iodig- 
nadoo^ all£beMrfailehewas Ipadaiig«. as (oosi 
■M ^M ponpoMs harangue wat fimfiied^ be- 
gta aoQther* ^^ Mca» fe^rs he; m lus kcoitic 
way^ haive always delighied ia knockittg one 
Afiocher on the head. There have been bat- 
tles where fwords sod gata weie never heard 
of. The wUd Ifidtans at diis time, and the 
v^ Germans tmi othera loeg ago^ iirould a4t 
be without weapons^ though they had not 
ih^ knowledge of naetalsr: they hacked a^ 
hewed thefe thiogaout erf* ftonei they cut one 
flint with another till they brought it iato 
ibme ibrt of form : thefe* you fee are not ve- 
ry handfcMnCit but they would do^ta kill one 
another with. You fay, they were made ^ 
bove dairs, I think, Sir, continued he taun- 
tingly : pray where iarethd^quarries? arc they 
in £e doudstoo? And, metUnks, you majie 
the aerial beings very dumfy. workmen^ 
'Look you here, fays he^ ihewing an arrow 
.head^ here are all the hollows pf the diipping, 
and here is the place where it was tied to the 
ihafc: this other is hut an aukward ax, it is 
true, continues he; but here is the place for 
the handle of it. Pray, Sir^ is it your Opini- 
on they came down fhafts and handles and aH ; 
or did thofe who made them t^e all this pains 
to no purpofe ? Your writers are a parcel of 
antiquated fcribblerSi fuperftitipus people, 

' ' who 
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yho made ourades of every tlufig thqr <Sd 
not underftand. People haro Jmown betto- 
.fincc." 

There iras too much reaion in miiat zay 
friend advanced, to kave any place for anfwer 
to his antagonift ; and this was a lecond in- 
fiance in ivhich he got^gnrtu: credit. 'One 
blulhes to fee what abiurd opinions have at 
one time or other, not only been leceived hf 
the common peqple, but countenanced by 
men of learning, and, in other refpeds, df 
knowledge. We fay in England, any thing 
may be proved by evidence^ I believe it were 
as juft to fay ot the world in general, that 
any thing may be proved by the beft autho- 
rities. There is nothing fo felfc, but people 
will be hired to fwcar it ; there is nothing fo 
abfurd, but people have been led by credulity 
to believe it. * « «' 

LETTER XLVIII. : 

IThoi^t I had taken my leave of Verona ; 
but there is no end of the objcfts of curi- 
ofity which thefe Italian towns afford us. I 
have been led to a bas-relief, a truly antique 
and a very fine one. It ftands on the outfide 
wall of a houfe ; an expofition that gives one 
pain, when one confidersits merit. It repre- 
fcnts a funeral rcpafl, an epulum funbre, in 
the old manner. The infcription which is in 
Greek, mentions the perfon, Enclea, the 
daughter of Agathon, and wife of Ariftode- 
mus. There are feme fruits and wines upon 

the 
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the tabic. The principal figures are foury 
two of each fex, and the poftures different ; 
the women do not lie or lean, as the men, 
but fit upright. The expreflion and attitudes 
are mafterly in the greatefl: degree. On the 
upper .part of the (tone there is a Doric enta- 
blature and pediment, ^nd under that, at a 
fmall diflance above the heads of the perfons, 
are reprefented nine different forts of inftru- 
ments and utenfils adapted to the fubjed : 
thqre is a canifter, a cup, a lachrymatory, and 
Jfome ftrigils. — You mufl: excwfe a yery fliort 
Jetter : our equipages are at the door, ^nd the 
.lime will not permit me to add ^ny .thing 
jcnore. ♦ « ♦ 

LETTER XLIX. 

WE are ufed to laugh at the frequency of 
titles among the French i by die bye, 
I do not know whether they are not becoming 
^ common, I am furc they are as ill applied, 
in England. I am arrived at a town of counts. 
You remember, I fuppofe, that Charles the 
Fifth made all the people of Vicenza fuch at 
once. 

I fee a promife of great entertainment in 
the buildings of thp town : but though I have 
not yet examined them with particularity^ I 
do not fit down to write without matter for 
my pen. The road from Verona hither has 
afforded me abundant occalion of fpeaking. 
I bad been taught the national prejudice, of 
fijppofing England the fineft country- in the 

VOL. I. O world: 
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world : when I travelled through France, ;I 
found no rcafon to change my fentiments, or 
#to difpute the juftice of thofe accounts to which 
I had owed them ; but Italy gives me a new 

opinion. 

I am not about to compare any thing to the 
verdure of a Britifh meadow ; but you will al- 
low the fcene which prefented itfelf on every 
part along this ftagc, was infinitely more pic- 
turefque and pleafing. The whole country is 
a regular plantation of mulberry trees : they 
Hand in even fcries at due diftances, and the 
vines which are planted at their feet, make fo 
many natural feftoons, reaching from tree to 
tree. Between the feveral rows of thcfc plan- 
tations ftand the fields of corn. There is an 
uniformity, I confefs in this ; and probably 
it was owing to this, that it pleafed me much 
lefs toward the end of the ftage, than it had 
juft when I entered on it ; but, upon the 
whole, it is wonderfiilly pretty. . The whole 
way is upon a level, and all the country that 
is in fight is well cultivated and full of plenty. 
The trees ftand in the quincunx or chequer 
order, and the vines often fpread themfelves 
to a great extent among the branches, as well 
as riieet from one to another. The mulber- 
ries are in general of the white kind, and the 
difference in colour between their fruit and 
that of the grapes, is a beautiful variety. 

Vicenza, is in the Venetian territories, the 
capital of the Vicentin, and the fee of a bi- 
fhop. It is a confiderably large town, and 
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populous. The mulberry trees fped filk worms 
in fuch numbers, as to give rife to a very con- 
fiderabie manufafture of it there. The town 
ftands pleafantly between two rivers, and is 
fortified with a wall, but this is in a very bad 
condition ; but within the town every thing 
'vrears a better face. The buildings are in ge- 
neral good, many of them magnificent : the 
ftreets are broad, and there are piazzas, very 
large, open and well built, and feveral fpaci- 
ous fquares. The town hall is a good building. 
The dial is a fine piece of workmanfhip. 
They preferve here alfo an infcription to the 
honour of Gordian the third ; it was difco- 
vered in the fixteenth century. If you were 
particularly fond of architefture, I fliould fay 
a great deal to you on that fubjedi in regard 
to Vicenza -, but to thofe who do not parti- 
cularly apply to it, no ftudy is fo dry. There 
are unqueftionably more models for the ftu- 
dent in this fcience at Vicenza, than in any 
city 1 have feen. It abounds with pieces of 
Palladio*s, public as wdl as private •, parti- 
cularly there is a theatre built by that great 
man, in imitation of thofe of tlae Romans, 
a glofious pile ; and from the road we fee alfo 
another noble remain of his art, a triumphal 
arch, made alfo in imitation of thofe of the 
antients, and not inferior to fome of theirs : 
this lies on the right hand asi we enter the city ; 
and the Campo Mazzo, which is ken through 
it, adds a vaft grace to the view. The ca- 
thedral, the church of the Coronata, and St. 
O 2 Catherine's 
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Catherine's are all in a good tafle ; but I fliall 
not teize you with a detail of things, too like 
what you have heard me mention already. 

They have not that number of paintings in 
Vicenza, that one meets with in many parts 
of Italy ; but they have a great many good 
ones. I was vaftly pleafed with the force and 
fire of an altar-piece in the church of St. 
Pocco ; it is by Baffan Giacomo Baflan, and 
is in his higheft flyle of colouring : there is 
a glow and warmth in it that charms the eye 
at firft fight, but if ftudied, it will appear a 
little tawdry. There is another altar-piece, 
by the fame hand, at St. Luterio ; it is leis 
ftriking at firft fight, but it improves upon 
examination. Bordanne has left a hiftory 
under the public houfe of the piazza ; it is qf 
Noah and his daughter ; and though not equal 
to the fineft pieces I have feen of his, it de- 
ferves praife. In the refeflory of the Made- 
na de Monte, there is a hiftory of great merit ; 
it is by Paul Veronefe •, the fubjcft is our Sa- 
viour at a feaft. The altar-piece in the Co- 
ronata is by the fame hand ; it is the Adora- 
tion of the Magi. There is an altar of the. 
feme fubjeft in your Foundling Hofpital ; I 
faw it at the painter's, chevalier Cafali's, be- 
fore I left England. Indeed the feeing this 
of Veronefe, puts that in no bad light with me. 

Palladio has left memorials of himfelf, not 
only in the town, but about its neighbour- 
hood. I have told you how extremely plea- 
fant I found the plains, in view from the road 
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to it •, the whole country about k is as beau- 
tiful ; and the' country feats of the nobility 
add a luftre to the fcene, while they receive a 
mutual one from it. That of count Poiani is 
a glorious one ; Palladio was the architeft ; 
and the man who vifits it, and has any know- 
ledge in this fcience, needs not to be told 
fo ; it is palpable at fight. The counts Trif- 
fin and Gualdi's alfo are at once elegant and 
fuperb. I hardly know a town in Italy, in' 
which I would more willingly live, than 
Vicenza. * * T 

L E T T E R L. 

I Mentioned to you the pleafantnefi of the 
road to Vicenza ; that to Padua, whence 
I now write to you, put me more in mind of 
the Englilh roads, than any that 1 have tra- 
velled fince I kft my own country. Toward 
the city, we were carried along a caufeway, or 
raifed road, greatly like thofc to the north of 
England, The town is one of the moft An- 
gular I have feen : a part of it is of great an- 
tiquity, and part mere modern. This is not 
uncommon in the larger towns of France as 
well as Italy -, and in both, the original build- 
ing and the additions to it, are diftinguifhed 
by the name of the Old and New Town. 
But there is this Angularity in Padua, that as 
in all the others the additional buildings are 
carried on from 9nly one or two parts, here 
they furroUnd the whole fet of old buildings ; 
fo that the old town ftands in the heart of the 
O 3 new 
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new one. As Angular as this appeared to roe 
at Padua, 1 think if the people go on at JLon-* 
don as they were doing when I left it, the 
fame thirig may be the cafe in that metropolis. 
I do not fo well know what they are doing 
the city way ; but the church once called St. 
Martin's in the Fields is at lead at as confi- 
derable a diftance from them now, as any 
part of the old town of Padua, from the cir- 
cuniference of the new. 

Padua is a large city \ its circumference can- 
not be lefs than eight or nine miles. Its form 
is circular ; and it is defended by a double 
wall, and regular baftions. I conceived a 
greater idea of it as we approached it, than i 
found made good when in it. There is a 
great deal of wafte ground within the walls, 
and there is I know not what air of defolation 
Tifiblc in every part of it : there arc a vaft 
number of houfes, even in the beft parts of 
the town, empty ; and the inhabitants, in even 
the beft of the others, have a general look of 
difcontent and dependance. I had read of 
Padua as a very flourifhing place ; but its ap- 
pearance at prefent fpeaks a great decay of 
that fplendor. I was curious to aflc the num- 
ber of inhabitants ^ it is a thing much eafier 
come at in Italy than England. How will 
you be furprifcd to hear, that in a city of this 
circumference the amount is hardly to twenty- 
eight thoufand ! 

Padua boafts of great antiquity : it is pre* 
tended to have been built by Antenor K>on 
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after the deftruftion of Troy; and if 6), is 
earlier by more than four hundred years than 
Rome. There do not want circumftances to 
favour this ; and the walls called Antenor's, 
yet Ihew themfelves in remains capable of 
lifting out many more ages. I wonder what 
cjan have occafioned the prefent ill ftate of the 
enlarged city. The fituation is pleafant ; it 
ftands in the center of a fine plain, and has*' 
two rivers. The foil is fruitful, and affords 
vaft fupplies of every kind •, and the air, is: 
more wholcfome than in moft parts of Italy. 
The town is not a very agreeable one indeed 
to live in, notwithftanding all its natural ad- 
vantages. The ftreets are narrow and dark, 
and the buildings high. The place abounds 
with houfes of the nobility ; but their ni?afters 
are poor, and confequently the palaces out of . 
repair. Family quarrels have no where been 
(q fatal as in Padua -, they continue them from 
generation to generation. The fpirit of Shake- 
Ipear's Capulets andMountagues reigns almoft 
throughout among them ; and the Venetians 
their matters, who might dread their revolting 
or* being troublefome if in a ftrift union and 
harmony, encourage inftead of doing any*^ 
thing to fupprefs their animofities. The bru- 
tality of thefe principal families has diffufed 
itfelf among the people of an humbler clafs 5 
and to the exceffcs and wanton cruelties of 
the ftudents, has been owing the decline, not 
, to fay the ruin, of what was once one of the 
Hioft flourilhing univerfities in the world. 

O 4- Fhavc 
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I have been melancholy to fee, befide the 
great quantity of unoccupied ground in Pa- 
dua, many or the ftreets over-run with grafs. 
Many of the bcft houfcs arc at this time un- 
inhabited, and of the others the greater part 
have loft the names of their old matters, and 
sire a kind of feats of retirement to the noble 
Venetians, 

I was condufted to the palace of the Pof- 
cari i there is a court before it, of great ex- 
tent, and of a peculiar appearance. It imme- 
diately preients to the accuftomed eye the idea 
of an amphitheatre of the antients, and the opi- 
nion is confirmed by farther obfervations. The 
amphitheatre of Padua was famous in the Ro- 
man times ; thefe are the remains of it, and the 
walls fhew parts of what once were its build- 
ings, but they are obfcured by the alterations 
and reparations. 

The faint Anthony of Padua is a faint too 
notable in the Romifli calendar, not to have 
been the fubjeft of much of your remarks. 
There is a church dedicated to him, under the 
name of II Santo, the faint, but the facrilegi* 
ous rogue has ftolen it from the virgin Mary. 
It was built in honour to the virgin, and de- 
dicated to her name by its founder. But as 
foon as the illuftrious modern refted his car- 
cafs there, no more refpedt was paid to the 
mother of God : the church was called by his 
name, or, what is more, by a name which at 
the fame time that it is undcrftood to mean 

him 
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him, gives him a preference to all the faints 
in heaven. 

This is not the fineft church in point of 
architefture, but it is much the richeft, and 
the moft honoured. It is full of pompous mo- 
numents, and fil ver lamps, and other coftly orna- 
ments ftand about it in a wild profiifion. The 
chapel of the faint is ftill more fuperbly de- 
corated •, his body is depofited there in a tomb 
of white marble, the upper part of which is 
an altar. The tomb ftands in the infulated 
manner, not joined to any thing : there are 
fome cracks in the hinder part of it, through 
which, as a ftanding miracle, they tell you, 
that the bones of the faint, inftead of the 
common fmell of putrefaftion, breathe out a 
conftant perfume. I am a living witnefs to 
the truth of a very fragrant fmell coming forth 
from thefe crevices, but whether it be from 
the bones of the faint, or from fome other 
caufe I do not take upon me to determine : if 
the fmell be from his carcafs, he muft have 
fed upon Florentine orrice, for that is the pre- 
vailing fcent. Mr. Belchier, I remember, - 
Ihewed our focicty, that a pig's bones might 
be died fcarlet by the creature's feeding on 
madder, why may not a faint's bones be as well 
perfumed by his feeding upon this other root ? 
But this, being no great devotee to the Romilh 
miracles, I leave to the determination of 
Others. 

On the walls of three of the four fides of 

the chape)) theit are reprefcntacions in bas re- 
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liefs, of white marble, of the a£ls and mi- 
racles of the faint. No matter for the truth 
of the legends, the pieces are well executed. 
There is one by Hieronymo Veronefe, that I 
think the bed piece of modern fculpture. I 
have fecn in Italy two others, one by Sanfb- 
vino and Tullio Laurhardo, and they all do 
honour to the names of thofe who executed 
them. On the open fide of the chapel, where 
it communicates with the church, there; are 
two angels in white marble, by Paladio, they 
are finely executed : they fcrve to ho^^two 
great filver candlefticks ; and befide the vafl: 
candles that are in thcfe, there are more than 
forty filver lamps burning continually. This 
is a common cuftom in the churches in Italy, 
and it gives a glare as you enter, but the 
fmoke from them obfcurcs and deftroys the 
beauty of all the infide of the place. 

The refort to this church and the tomb of 
this holy man, is little lefs than to the holy 
hbuie at Loretto. One fees pilgrims from very 
remote places, rubbing their beads and their 
foreheads upon the tomb of the faint, and 
thinking themfelves amply paid for die fa* 
tigues and dangers of the journey. I could 
not but .fmile, though in a very improper 
place, to fee an old lady, who declared (he 
had loft the fcnfe of fmelling many years» 
fnuffing at the crannies behind the tomb, and 
declaring, that the fweet odour made its way 
into her brain in fpite of all the obftruftiohs. 
It was recommended to her to try other fra-^. 
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chapel, in order to the determining whether- 
the miracle were only momentary, or whether^r 
her faith and piety would not.blefs her with it 
for a continuance. 

The concourfe that is brought hither, fhalf 
Lnot rather fay, by fuperftition than by de- 
TOtion, is not credible. View Padua in any 
other part, and you lament its want of inha- 
bitants 5 fee this church,..and you would im*** 
gine no city ever was fo full of people : what- ^ 
ever regard I might have been inclined to pay 
to the fragrance or the miracles of their faint'ij 
bones, I found a great deal in the church 
worthy my attention. Andrea Briofco has left 
ibme fine monuments of his mafterly hand in 
the choir ; they are bas reliefs in wood, and 
though as old as the year 1520, are very frefh 
and perfeft : there are fome others in brafe* 
Giacomo Velano has taken care to commemo- 
rate that they were of his doing, but they arc 
by no means equal to the others. They are 
principally fcripture hiftones, as are alio the 
former. 

I was furprifed at a pifhire of a young man 
of a very lively air, though with great marks 
of devotion, an odd affeimblage as, I think, I 
have feen together, but perfeftly exprefTed in 
the painting, however they might have been 
in nature. I was not much informed in the 
hiftory of the faint of the place, and you may 
imagine was greatly furprifed to hear that this 
was his piAure. They told tae it was an ori- 
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ginal, taken from him in his life-time, bur 
the infcription explained fufBciently the youth- 
ful afpeft ; it affured me that he died at thirty- 
fix, in an age when other people hardly begin 
to make their pretences to fanftity. The pic- 
ture is not a good one, but there is a very pc- 
culiar ftrength and charafter in the face. 

The fanftuary is a new building, and an' 
elegant one -, it Jies behind the choir; there is* 
a great profufion of marble about it, and there 
arc fome ftatues by Paradio, which do him ho- 
nour. I. had like to have omitted looking 
into an old chapel that is behind the pulpit, 
and if I had I fhould not eafily have forgiven 
cither myfelf or my Cicerone, if afterwards in- 
formed of what it contained. *Tis painted in 
Frefco, and the fubjefts are^ The crucifixion 
of onr Saviour, thecafting lots upon the gar- 
ment, and fome other, hiftories from the New 
Tellament. . They are done by Giotto, and 
are the beft prelerved of any thing of the kind 
I have feen. They are near five hundred years 
old, and yet retain a great deal of the origi- 
nal beauty and foftnefs. I have always re- 
vered what I have feen of this old hand. I 
look upon him as one of the fathers of mo*' 
dern painting. The title is ^iven to his mat- 
ter ; but the remaining pieces of Cimabue are 
fo vaftly inferior to thole of this fcholar, and 
particularly. to thefe of which I am fpeaking, 
that though he painted firft on the new plan, 
he ran hardly be faid to have excelled thofe 
mifcrable painters whom the ftate of Flo^ 
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rence had fent for out of Greece, and under 
whom he fhidied, than Giotto did him. Ci- 
mabue knew nothing of the difpolition of the 
Ihadows, and was miferably defeftive in pcr- 
fpeftivc. Nothing of this fort is to be alledged 
againft Giotto. There is nothing of that 
ftiffnefs in thefe pieces, that is univerfal in* 
thofe of Cimabue, and which he copied from 
his Greekifh maftefs. The colouring is at 
once foft and bold, and the keeping perfeftly 
good. The attitudes of all his figures are juft,' 
and thofe of many of them very graceful ; 
there is fomething in his heads that feems to 
fay, Guido copied the principles of that divine 
air from him, in which he afterwards excelled 
both his matter, and all the world. Anatomy 
feems not to have been fo well underftopd, as 
it ought, in the time of Giotto, or painters 
feem not to have received it as a part of their 
profeflion. The naked figures are not equal, 
in thefe hiftories, to the cloathed ones. They 
tell me, there are piftures of his in many of 
the churches of Florence, that are greatly fu- 
perior to thefe : be it as it will, thefe have 
given me a much' higher opinion of him than 
all I had read. t 

' From this I was led into another chapel, 
all hung round with votive piftures. I don't 
know whether it was with more anger or con- 
tempt that I examined thefe memorials of fic- 
tions and extravagancies. Shall I give you a 
tafte of them ? One of the moft confiderable 
isx)f a vaft building, leaning on one fide, and a 

naked 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



( 3oa > 
mked man crawling out from under die fouiKk* 
tion. The painting is worthy the ftory. They 
tell you» that the perlbn who hung it there 
had been wrongfully imprifoned; that he was 
kept in a tower without the opportunity of 
ttUing his cafe to any body : but that in his 
diftreis he prayed to f^nt James for his af- 
fiftance, and that the laint hearing him, de* 
fixnded from heaven, and with a touch of his 
fore finger bent the whole tower on one fide, 
till he crept out from under its walk. Whe- 
ther the faint left the caftle in this ftooping 
fituation, or with another touch of his finger 
iet it right again, as alfo what and where it was 
fituated, and whether yet in being, are cir- 
cumftances concerning which we are unfor* 
tunately left in the dark. It muft have been 
ibme odd fellow who prayed to fo old fa- 
Ihioned a £unt as faint James, the modern 
devotion all runs upon the canonized oqcs. 

If I was out of patience at thefe votive pie- 
tures, in which there was nothing but the ab- 
fimltty to di%uft one,, with what eyes do you 
knagine I muft have afterwards ieen the hand 
of Titian 'en^loyed to give immortality to 
lies and nonfenfe. In the fchool of St. An- 
thony, a publick building near the church, 
there are ^e miracles of the iaint painted in 
feveral pieces, fcarce any of them by oAer 
than the moft eminent hands, many by the 
mafter juit mentioned, being all in Freico^ 
and they make a magnificent appearance. 

One 
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One is the giring fpecch to a nei^bom in- 
fant. The father had been abroad -, the mo- 
ther had come at an irregular time, and the 
child was fufpefted as illegitimate. The faint 
was applied to, and you fee him, in this piece^ 
giving fpcech to the infant, and with that 
Ipeech, difcernment : the wife child is lingling 
out his father in the crouds that attend. In 
another you fee^ him playing die furgeon-^ 
though in a fuperior way, and iettiog on a 
boy'^s foot again. The youth had confejQed 
kicking his mother ; the faint had told him 
his foot ought to be cut off. The boy ran 
home, and executed the fentence, and the 
fiunt, judging what he had fufFerdd to be fuf» 
ficient, fets it on ^ain. In another, the faint 
is fending back a fugitive foldief to his home : 
the fellow had killed an innocent wife in fiif- 
picion, St. Anthony met him as he was run- 
ning away, and is, in this pifture, bidding: 
him go back, aflfuring him that his wife is 
alive again, and that fhe had never been guilty^ 

Abfurdity, as all this is from beginning ta 
end, would you conceive it is Titian's pencil 
that has told tlw^ftories? He has done theni 
glorioufly, but to me has libelled the churchy 
rather than commemorated its honour. This 
is not the only place where I have feen thefe 
foolifti and lying hiftories recorded by the 
pencil. In moft' of die monafieries they have 
the life and adlions of the founder rclated in 
this manner, and be the ck>ifter never ti^ big^ 
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they generally find juft enough in the ftory to 



fill it. 



« * « 



LETTER U. 

I Have been long in defcribing to you the' 
church of St. Anthony. I told you it 
was not the fined building. Palladio defigned 
that of St. Giuftina, which I have fince been 
vifiting, and I don't know that ht ever plan- 
ned a more perfeft edifice in its kind. The 
outfide declares it a truly noble ftrudure, and 
within it is decorated in a manner worthy fuch 
an exterior. It is unlucky in regard to the 
outfide, that you no where come well at it ; 
or what is ftill more unlucky, the only part 
that you can fee favourably, is the Facade, and 
that is unfiniflied. It is left only in rough 
brick- work, to be covered at fome future time 
with marble. This fcandalous praftice a- 
mong the Romi(h priefts, to leave their 
churches unfiniflied, for a pretence of begging 
legacies, which are never applied to that ufe, 
left they fhould obviate the occafion of others, 
is at once a refledion of the fevereft kind on- 
the churchmen, and a fcandal to their country. 
It is almoft univerfal. All along the nave of 
the church there was a range of lefler cupolas ; 
they are very elegant when feen at a due di- 
fiance, but when you are too far off, they ap- 
pear to embarrafs and encumber the building, 
and when too near, they are not feen at all, or 
only their tops are fo, and they h^vc an odd, 
irregular, and whimfical look. When we arc 
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within the church, we fee them in all their 
beauty ; they give an air of loftinels and gran- 
deur, niore than I remember to have met 
with in any other church. This is of the 
number of thofe things which fet Palladio^s. 
character very high with me. Any man can 
purfue the fteps of thofe who have gone be- 
fore him ; nor is it very wonderful if he who 
lees the failings or difadvantages of the plans 
he imitates, ftiould, in this or that particular, 
add to, or improve them. It is in thefe flights 
of geiiius, in thefe extravagancies of imagina- 
tion, that the architect fhews his fancy and his 
judgment. A beauty of a new kind conneft- 
cd with the whole, and feeming a natural, 
and, as it were, a neceffary part of, is what 
diftinguilhes the matter, and the original, 
from the copyift and the Plagiary. The 
whole church within is, indeed, a fcene of 
elegance, and what is very Angular in an edi- 
fice of this kind, of chearfulnefs. There is 
nothing of that gloom that renders the gene- 
rality of churches, as well in England as in 
France, at once awful and dire. The whole 
is feen at one or other view in equal opennefi, 
and with equal advantage. The light is every 
where full, but no where glaring ; the feveral 
parts are decorated with ornaments, but not 
loaded or encumbered with them, which in 
too many others is the cafe. The architeft 
indeed feems in general to have lefs than the 
poet or the painter, the art of knowing when 
Co have done. The Manum de tabula, is a 
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rule of infinite ule, but moft difficult prafticc 
in all the cafes, and it is, at lead with me, an 
almoft univerfkl obiervation ia thefe build- 
ings, as well at home as abroad, that if one 
half of the ornaments were taken away, the 
remainder would (hew to- a much greater ad- 
vantage. This was> always my opinion from 
judgment, it now is fo from experience^ F 
thought tits onc^y but now I know it. I havo 
fcen in St, Giuftina that referve in the diftri- 
bution of ornaments,, which before had only,, 
in my thoughts, brought into praAice, and 
the confequence is all that beauty and elegance 
in which I law them there. Perhaps you will 
be furprifed to hear me fay it, but I am of 
opinion this is gready the moft perfefl of all 
the WQrk3 of this archited. I have feen many^ 
fine ones : I expend nothinsgreat from this ^ 
fo that it is a judgment without prepofliefiioa 
which I am fo free to deliver you. The 
world feems univerlally in the tafte to allow 
ornaments and beauty as the fame things 
hence it is, that the architedt is led to^ throw 
in fuch a profufion of them : hence it is, that 
we hear the approbation of die gazer rifing in 
proportion to the redundance of them } and 
hence it is that a churchy in the examining of 
which I have had more pleafure than any 
Other, is little fpoken of. 1 wifhed for a de- 
figner with me. The feveral profpefts, from 
different parts of the infide of this edifice, 
would make moft beautiful figures in perfpec- 
tive: they ought to^be & commemoratedjr^ 

and' 
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am^ it would h€ an advantage to the worlds, 
as well as a credit to the tafte of the perfoi» 
who fliould do it. The whole church is fine- 
ly adoined with marble, and the workman- 
iliip in mofl: places exceeds the .materials^, 
though rf\e marbles are many of them of the 
fineft of the common kinds^ 

It grieves me to fay any diing in derop^ 
tion from the charafter of this edifice, after I 
have faid fo much in praife of it Either I^ 
6r the generality of thofe who fhew, as well 
as thofe who fee thefe ftruAures, have a very 
odd tafte. Be it as it will, of this I am 
fure, I have great freedom in delivering my 
opinions to you : but as I never give you my 
fcntiments without the rcafons for my enter- 
taining them, you will determine eafily whe- 
ther they have juftice or caprice for their ori- 
gin. If you have been told any thipg of this 
Padouan church, it is, timt the pavement is 
particularly elegant : this was the great work 
named to me as an inducement to beftow a 
quarter of an hour to fee it After the pre- 
face that I have juft now made, I Ihall not 
fcruple to affirm tg you, that inftead of being 
charmed, I have been highly difgufted with it. 
If grandeur^, or if beauty and expence be the 
fame thing, this is undoubtedly the fineft and 
•the moft beautifiil pavement I have feen. 
Bu^ pray is not a pavement a place to walk 
upon, and would not one wilh to walk eafy ^ 
If fo, the ^pearance of walking eafy is ^Ib 
what ought to be the aim of the projector of 

a floor; 
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a floor ; and he deferves our contempt, amidiF 
all his labour and expence, who contrives that 
it fhall appear to have inconveniences, when 
it has none in reality. What would you thinK 
of a man,, who ftiould introduce you into a 
magnificent building, and make you walk 
upon diftant points and open rafters ? Would 
not the man be called mad, that did this in 
reality ? and is not he abfurd that pretends to 
ir in appearance only, and frights you with 
the profpeft ? 

I have never any where feen a pavement of 
fo much price, fo much labour, or fo much' 
variety, as that of St. Giuftina's church 5 but^ 
by the bye, I do not know that variety has 
any bufinefs in a pavement. It is all of 
marble, and the marbles are of various co- 
lours, and differently arranged, not only in 
fmall chapels, but what to me, is much mortf 
the unpardonable,'in the different parts of the 
nave of the church. They are diipofed iix 
lights and fbades in fuch a manner, as in fbme 
places to reprefent a whole clufter of cubes, 
each fet on one corner. In another, they are 
fo arranged as to leave intermediate hollows 
all the. way; and in another they reprefent 
long beams, laid in the manner of rafters at a 
diftance, with openings between. What pro- 
priety (and without propriety there can be no' 
beauty) can there be in thus prefenting to the 
eye places to walk upon, in which you are to 
go unevenly or in pain ? I affure you they are 
fo well laid, and the fhadowing fo juftly kept, 

that 
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that my friend M n*s .two or three times 

ftepped back, or got on one fide, to avoid 

.the inconvenience of walking on them. This 

. you will fay, in a church remarkable for its 

good light, is finguUr enough. The petfon 

who. fhewed me. the church, told me \ijith 

^rcat pride, .in the pomp and magnificenc 

.of his country, that, this pavement -alone had 

coft three hundred thoufand filver ducats, that 

is, between fifty and lixty thoufand pounds. I 

hope he lied ; they ufually do fo on thefe oc- 

cafions: Ifotherwife, it is a refledion, and.n 

..very fcvere one, on thofe whom he meant to 

,praife. Ncv^r was fuch a fum fo fliamcfijUy 

applied. 

As I went out, l<:ould not but -turn back 
to lament the deficiency in the front. The 
perfon who condufted me, would not fufFer 
me to go away with any difedvant^eous no* 
tions of his country. For fear I (hauld fup- 
.pofe it want of money that occafipned tte 
,naked brick-work to appear. there, he aflured 
me that the friars of .this convent (tliey are 
Benediftins) were rich enough to do any 
-work. It is pity but fome ryler would bie 
public fpirited enough to compel them to what 
they are fo well able to do, and wipe off the 
ftain, at the fame time that he took away the 
.pretence for farther deception. , 

You have heard ;ne occafionally mention 
Paradio Genoefe as a good ftatuary : there are 
in this church^pionuments of his art that call 
aloud for his b^ing acknowledged a very great 

one 
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«ie. There is a Virgin Maiy, a very fine 
|)iecc, and a dead Chrift, that caccels naoft mo- 
dem fculptiires. They are both in fine white 
marble, and have had the lad hand of the fta- 
tuary. I mentioned the difficulty of know- 
ing when to have done in the painter, the 
\poet, and even the architeft ^ but the rule has 
no force with the flatuary ; he cannot be too 
intent on finifhing. 

' There U no church I have yet feen, that 
•comes in any competition with this on another 
account •, and that, however defpicable to you 
^r me, an accoun^mor€ inoportant with thofc 
who have the poffeffion of it, . than all the «r- 
chitefture, Iculpuire and ftatuary in the world. 
They have, or they pretend to have, the re- 
mains of more and greater faints than any one 
befides. In one part of the church there is a 
well full of bones. You might fapply fuch a 
one at any time, on a day^s notice, from any 
of the burying grounds of London and Weft- 
minfter. It is covered with a grate, through 
which you look down upon the facred and in- 
eftimable treafure ; and is furrounded by a pa- 
rapet wall, for the fake of the greater relpeft 
and fecurity. The bones, they tell us, be- 
longed to a vaft number of martyrs, who fuf- 
fered death in the Campo Santo before the 
church. Here one continually fees pilgrims 
of different ages and complexion, rubbing 
their beads upon the ftones, and kiffing them 
with great fervor and devotion.' I have been 
aftonifhcd at the force of enthufiafm on thefe 

occa- 
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occafions: I am confident there w a plcafure 
.in thefc a6ts of extravagance, greater than we 
men of the world know in our moft extrava- 
gant fcnfual indulgences. All delight is fcated 
lin the imagination more than in the ienfes^ 
and if that be fully poffeffed, it is no matter 
by what. I am perfwaded thefe zealots find 
as high a fatisfaftion in kifling a few pieces 
of amber rubbed againft a nwble, .as we in 
the moft diffolute pleafures. r' 

Thefe martyrs bones are, however, but n 
dfmall part of the treafure of this church, in 
jthat kind. They cannot be content with lefs 
than two of the evangelifts. It is an odd 
piece of fortune, that one church fhould be 
poffefled of two of the .four; but you might 
as well difpute the infallibility of our lord the 
pope, as dilbelieve it there. They fhew the 
tombs of St. Matthew and St. Luke, and af- 
fureus, that they are poffeffed of both the 
bodies. I ventured to afk them, how it was 
that there was alfo a body of St. Luke pre- 
ferved as an ineftimable treafure at Venice ? 
They fmiled at the pretenfions of the Vene- 
tians ; told me they knew all that ftory tho- 
roughly well, and that Venice might pretend 
to what it would, but theirs was the true Su 
I^uke, and that of which thofe boafters were 
poffeffed of, was no better than a counterfeit. 
It would not be a little to the honour of fome 
of thefe infallibilities, to determine a contro- 
verfy which at once divides and fcandalizes 
the church. . If one of them were were buried. 

m 
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in peace, the other would pofleis more ho- 
nours than both do at prefent. But the ob- 
jeftion is, fuppofe we bury the right Ikint ? I 
am apt to believe, they may be aflfured of 
burying none but the wrong, if they put both 
in quiet under ground. The St. Luke of the 
Padouans was at this time indeed, I found, 
in fome degree of difgrace ; the then pope 
Jiaving, at the ioftigation of his favouriti^ 
cardinal, declared in favour of the Venetian 
faint: but they told me this was all cabal and 
artiBce, and they did not doubt but the time 
would come, when they fhould fee their pwn 
faint again declared to be the true and autben- 
.tic one. The mifchief of the difputc was very 
evident here. More regard was paid by the 
devotees to the well of martyr's bones, though 
no body pretended ever to have heard of the 
name of one of them, than to the holy evan- 
gelift : fo important is it to have a title recog- 
nized above. St. Matthew is an undifputed, 
original, and genuine corps ; that is to fay^ 
no other city claims having him. I faw the 
different regard paid to him and his brother 
faint, in a very ftrong light on this occafion : 
people were crawling on their hands .and knees 
about the tomb of that faint, while they p^ 
fed by this with great tranquillity. 

The decorations of this cjiurch, though 
fewer in number than thofe of many others, .are 
elegant and good in their feveral kinds. There 
are fome bas-relieis of wood in the flails of 
the choir : they are fcripture ftories, and are 
♦ . execu- 
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executed in a very maftorly manner. The 
aItaiM>iece is by no lefs a hand than Paul Ve« 
rbnefc ; the ftory is the martyrdom of St. Giu* 
ftina, to whom the church is dedicated* 
There is a great deal of ftrength in the fi« 
gures, and fine cxpreflion and uncommon 
force in the countenances of the prmcipal ; 
but it is greatly inferior to many of the pieces, 
for which! have been ufed to honour the (ame 
hand: there wa^ts that freedom and graceful 
cafe, which makes fo confpicuous a part of the 
beauty in other of this mafter's pieces. 

There are ibme paintings in an old choir 
adjoining, which people did not much regard* 
but which I iludied with great latisfadtion : 
there was a ftifFncis in all the figures, and a 
drynefs of manner, that had fomething for- 
bidding at firft fight i and what has added to 
die difrepute which I find they are in, is 
doubtlefs the faults in the draperies, which are 
full of little folds and plaits, and look llifFand 
aukward. Thofe who condemn the paintings 
on this foundation, (hould however confider, 
that this was the cuftom of the times, and they 
muft give up all the paintings of three hun* 
dred years backward, if they throw by the£e 
on that account. I had the patience, can I oul 
it patience i I found myfelf irrefiftibly drawn 
to examine deeper. Shall t give you a fair en- 
comium on my own judgment ? I recdlleflcd 
the Triumphs of Julius Cseiar which we have 
at Hampton-Court, and efteem at fo high a 
rate : the pidures in this choir brought thofe 

You I. P^ * into 
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into my mind. I detennined tbem fo be by 
Andrea Montrgna. Theperfon who attended 
me» and who had not been ufed to fee much 
notice taken of thefi:, couU not iajr much on i 
the fubjedl; but I ^erwards found my c^ ! 
nion, which was teore and more flrengtbened 
by what I obfenred in thenn confirmed by 
thofe of more knowkdge. 

To give you fame idea of the works of a 
mafter which is not much talked of, and whicb 
I dare believe you have not heard meiftioned 
by any who have been here, I am to tell you^ 
that for corre£bieis of defign I have hardly &en 
any painting that eaxels them : the keeping 
is excellent : no body feems tx> have been a 
greater mafter in per(pe6tive ; and there is a 
peculiarity in the pieces, which runs through- 
out them ail, that is in the forefbortening (^ 
the figures, that ftand in fuch poficions as to 
require it: you know how often good painteis 
are falfe in this, and even when they are true, 
are ungraceful I never law more pcrfeft 
truth in figures of this kind, and there is per- 
fedl grate in all of them. They tell me there 
arc engravings from two or three of thcfc by 
his own hand. I had great curiofity to fee 
fome of them, but could not meet- with 
any. I fhould have had a fingukr pleafure 
in viewing the produftions of iiich a genius 
in this art, and one who, if not the firft was 
very nearly fo, who praftifed it in Italy, It 
was about the middle of his life that Fini- 

gucrra. 
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gucrra, a filvcrfmith of Florence, found out 
the art, by prinring off upon paper what he 
had engraved upon his plate j and it is not 
cafy to fay that Montegna was not the very 
fifft that purfucd the plan on copper. 

In the fame choir where thefe pieces of Mon- 
. tegna are, there is an altar-piece, finely eice- 
cuted, the colouring in particular is noble and 
delicate to a very uncommon degree : I had 
«K> guefe at the matter, but they told me it was 
fey Romain. From this choir they fed me 
into a iubterranean opening ; it is at prefent a 
chapel ; but they tell us it was once St. Giu- 
•ftina^s prifon: it is painted in Frefco, There 
arc aHb fomevery good paintings in frefco all 
round one of the cloyfters of the convent. 
Much of it, both here and in the chapel, is 
"Very well preferved. The convent is large, 
and is renwrkable for two things, one of the 
•moft ornamented libraries, and one of the befl: 
furnifhed cellars in Europe. 

The church of St. Ementani gives a very 
fmgular privilege to heretics ; proteftants are 
fuffered to be turied there ; a thing not al-* 
lowed in any other part of thefe dominions. 
There are not a great many paintings here, 
but Ibme of them are very fine ones: the al- 
tar is a fuperb one, and on each fide of it 
there is a (aint by Giorgino, done with all the 
force and fpirit that diftinguifh that mafterly 
hand. 

In a fide chapel I had an opportunity of 

again admiring the matter, of whom I lately 
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ipoke wkh {o much waimthy Andrea Mon- 
ccgna. There is a hiftory by him preferved 
in this place, that if it does rfbt excel the 
pieces I mentioned before in firength of ex** 
preflion, or in the correflndls or judgment ex« 
prefled in the dcfign, is a vaftly nu>re plea&nt 
picture, from the more gaudy colouring 
The ibory is the death of St. James, and it is 
indeed veiy greatly, as well as very beautifully 
cold. Gidfto has enriched this chapel alio 
with a hiftory in his highdt ftyle; it is the 
death of St. Chriftopher. I had adniired 
^hefe pidures, and they dciervtd it ; but I 
muft<:onfeIs, they appeared in a much left 
honourable light a tew minutes afterwards. 
They led me into the lacrifty, and fliewed me 
a St. John by Guido. The graces of tl^t 
mafter were uirely all his own : he muft have 
received them all from Heaven ; it is impoA 
fible he fhould have owed them to a maften 
There is a grace in the air and attitude of the 
face in thispidhire, and an exprellion of fane*- 
tity and innocence in the countenance, that I 
Jhave not feen, nor exped to fee rivalled. 

I was fevere upon uie pavement of Giufti' 
na ; the roof of the Eremetani is as particu- 
lar : it looks like an overturned galley, and 
you 'expeft the feats, and jribs and rafters upon 
your head every moment. It is called a beau- 
ty, nay in forae degree is one ; it is highly 
finiftied ; but you muft give me leave to fancy 
it is badly deiigned i it wants propriety. 

Padua 
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^ Pladua h famous for gardens, and they for 
curious trees and plants. I cannot fay that ( 
teliihed thefe fa much as I ought ; but M — s 
enjoyed them enough for both. He declared 
10 me, that there were not only more, but 
better plants in the lingle garden of Morofini, 
than in thofe of Cheliea and Oxford put to- 
gether. If there were any thing, he added, 
that deferved conaparifon with this noble and 
ufeful colleftion of living vegetables, it was 
tlie garden of the late lord Pewe in Effex.' 
You remember that young nobleman. I al- 
ways thought there was fomcthing of tafte and 
curiofity in him ; but I had not heard to what 
branch he had bent his ftudies. Botany is an 
odd one, but it is not without its utility: 
thofc who ftudy it tell me too, that it has its 
pleafures. I faw all that was to be fhewn in* 
thefe gardens with attention, though without 
rapture. I do not know that any thing efcaped 
my eye ; but though I was pleafed enough 
with one view, I feel no defire of feeing thenfi 
over again, i 

- I was ftruck with the light of the robuft 
aloe J the juicy houfeleek pleafed me too, and 
the tall and angular torch-thiftle, rifing with- 
out leaves, only in fbrm of an angulated co- 
lumn. The prickly pear furprifed me with 
its leaves growing, not upon ftalks, but out oJP 
one another's fides. I acknowledge to have 
fcen an agreeable variety in all thefe ; but I . 
iiayc no conception of the oature of that plea- 
P 3 fure 
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fore which peopk take in lookingat them over 
and over, and over again. 

When we had feen the fcvenil gandens^ i¥C 
were condiifted to the palace of Mantua. If 
is a noble buiklir^, and well furnifhed. The 
late pofleflbrs feem to have been of taftet 
there b a cabinet well ftorcd with curiofities^ 
and not loaded with thofe bagatelles, which^ 
'^^ general, take op too much room in the very 
p^'beft Italian colleAions. I wifh I could fay the 
library had been coUtded wifh as judicious a 
rcierve: it abounds with trifles, but it were 
injuf^lce in the higheft degree to £iy this, with- 
out adding, that it abounds alio with pieces of 
feal and of great valut. There was one thing 
that furprifed and pkafed me greatly heft« I 
do not remember that I had heard of it. It 
is a coIofTal (tatue : the figure is of Hercules^ 
the ftatuary Ammanati Florentino. It is a 
good and a very auguft one : the height is no 
kfs than nineteen cubits. I /hall agree with 
you, that this is nothing, in comparifon c£ 
thofe immcnfe pieces of which we read, and 
of which we fee remains from anK>r^ the an- 
tients : bt» as a modem work, it gave me great 
pleafure. 

I confefi to you, thstt few things have given 
mi a grater reverence for the artifts of old 
time, than the gitatnefs of thefe defignt. 
What are we to think of ftatiics mentioned by 
Pliny, and other writers of more credit, a 
finger of which was of more than the height 
pi a common ftatue^ and whofc body con- 
tained 
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fiained I kium not how many foad oFflone? 
We fhould fuppofe fuch thmgs had not ex« 
ifted, were it fiot that we pofiefs the lenmins 
ef them, and cannot be deceired in meafurifi^ 
tfie giant by his foot. I do not im)igine» that 
diefe huge works were executed with all that 
mafterly perfedion whkh we adoiiie in their 
other (btues. Long^nus, if I i^member rig^c» 
makes a difadvantageoos con^iariibn of thefe 
with Polydetes's jbktier^ and caUs them chimin 
fy ( but be that as it may^ there wair ibme«^ 
thing fo auguft and noble in the dcfign, thar 
'We feem to fall much behind tbem in ^irit, 
who do not folbw diem in it. I omnot lay 
a Taft deal of the acccaacy cf this modemcoi* 
lofrus) but, upon the whole, there is an idea 
of grandeur and magnificence attends the 
throwing one's eye vp the vaft hei^t of it. 

Theanaccmuc^ theatre isa nobk inftitation; 
T cannot fay it is the handfomeft buiktii^ that 
might have been contrived for the ptorpc^, 
but it deferves a much higher praife ; it is the 
mod convenient that can be conceived. The 
table for difleftion is in the middle of the 
area ; the fpace about this is but jvA wkfe 
enoi^ for walking foimd *, the feats rife inv* 
mediately behind this^ and ftand fi> cbfe, and 
are ib narrow md fteep^ that the ujmer ones^ 
excepting only for the dUtance, afford as good 
a^view as the under. 

Notwithftanding what I have faid of die ge- 
neral bad condition of Padua, a^ to the ftreeta 
and buildings, I am to confe& to you, that on 
P + going 
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going through parts of it whickl hsd not ieea 
at fiifi, I faw nuny things that extrcmclf 
pkafed me. Several of the houfes in fome of 
the better ftreets have been painted on the 
outfide, in the manner of thofe of Genoa, and 
fome of them are by no kis hands than Gir 
oigione and Paul Veroneie. You will not 
imagine that capital pidures of fuch mafters 
iue to be (een on them ; but this I do afllire 
you, they are fuch, that a perfon of any tole- 
table degree of judgment could not be at a 
iofs to know the hand from which they came. 
They are innperfeft in their very nature. 
There is, I will hot % a laboured, but there 
is an intended wildnefi in the defigns, and 
many of them are executed only with two co;- 
kurs -, but notwithftanding all this^ they arc 
many of them very pleafant. There is another 
piece of elegance alio about fome of the houies 
m Padua, in a particular where you would noc 
exped to find it; the knockers of the doors 
are pieces of fine caft and repaired work. 
They confift of the figures of various animals 
reprefenied in difftirent, and often Angular and 
odd poftures, and ibme of them of foliage and 
feftoon work, in a fine tafte. Grifoni has 
been eminent in the defigns of thefc. One 
meets with many of them, in which he has 
imitated the antique lamps very happily. 

I mentioned to you the bones of the two 
cvangelifb, and a whole well full of thofe ot 
martyrs. The Paduans feem refolved to inv 
mortalife themfelves by remains of thia kind ; 

they. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 3^1 ) 

they (hew the bones of Antenor, the original 
founder of their city, and thofe of Livy. They 
hold both the one and the other of thefe moul* 
dering flceletons in a degree of veneration 
little inferior to that in which they efteem the 
very remains of the evangelifts,. and^ it is 
poffible, will fome time or other make faints 
of them. You knowthat Boetius has fared no^ 
worfe at Pavia. What may be faid for the 
piety of Antenor, I am not well informed. 
The hiftory of the venerable Trojan is a little 
imperfeft in this, as well as in fome other re- 
i^^eds; but I cannot help thinking Titus Li*^ 
vius deferves as much renown for his hiftory,. 
as the faint of Pavia-for his confolation of phi- 
lolpphy.. 

Antenor's monument ftands at the end of 
one of the beft ftreets. I faw it without any 
great degree of veneration-, but I cannot fay 
fo in regard to Livy's tomb. L confefs (t 
glory in. it) that I paid the tribute of an invo- 
luntary tear to the manes of the brave and- 
great hiftorian. This tomb is in the town- 
houfe, a large old" building, with a. naked- 
lofty roof.. There are the remains of fome 
paintings by Giotto- toward the upper end,. 
but they are miferably decayed. In diisJioufe* 
alfo ftand the Lapis Vituperiil The debtor 
who. would fubmit to fit down, bare-breached^ 
on this ftone in a fiill aflembly^c and fwear 
himfelf not worth fo much as a'finall fum,. 
about five pounds of our money, was freed' 
fi-om the debt. It was an odd cuftoa^. andl 
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oecafkmed fo many inconveniences, tbat I 
cannot wonder it wats difcontinued. 

• * f 

LETTER LII. 

IPromifcd to write to you as ofen as anj 
thing occurred worth your attention. I 
did not know what I entailed upon inylclf, 
but if you have pleafure in the confequences, 
1 cannot mifs of it. We have been eight 
days at lea. Pen and ink farewell, cried I, 
as I entered the vcffcl : Paper! I blufh to re- 
colleft the reams I blotted of thee, but your 
fcrvant for a fortnight. What is fo idle as a 
man*s refolving not to talk, becaufe he fan* 
cies he fhall have nothing to lay. Every fen- 
timent delivered in converfation, every gef- 
fure, every glance is matter of praife or blame, 
and he can no more be filcnt, than he can 
want occafions of fpcaking. 

It is joft fo widi the man who has friend- 
Ihip in his heart, at the height to which you 
have raifed it in mine, when he encounters any 
thing that gives him pleafure. You hare 
raifed the devil of good-natired impertinence, 
and you muft fee him employed. What lub- 
jeft for a letter, you will naturally fay, where 
there are but two objefts for the obfei vation ? 
Sea or fky might furnifti a thoufand ; but yoii 
know I have declared againft all beaten to- 
f)icks. The path into which I have thrown 
my enquiries is new, I fhall fee, on the fame 
ground what a thoufand have over-looked ; 

and 
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and it is only of thcfe obfenratioi» t£caryotts 
ihall have the fruits. 

I do not know that a good evening at fea 
Ibas any claim to my attention on this parti- 
cular plan. Every poet, aiid every philoftf- 
phcr, eviery writer of romance, and madrigal 
have painted jt : peoplfe thaclmve not feen it, 
have defcribed it to thofe who have not feen 
k,. and the very creature of imagination has 
had its charms : how poor to the reality : I 
am particular, perhaps, in my ideas of imagery 
and expreffion,.but you know it has been my 
opinion alway, riiat the painters excel the po* 
ets in that article. I have feen more glof^ 
in the fetting fun of Titian than in aU the 

JMafirifque cadunt aitis de mmt^us umbrae 

x>9 Virgil, or the pale fire, but Twill not quote 
Greek, of Homer ; but, if even Titian had 
feen the felting fun of half an hour ago, he 
would have burnt his pi6hires. At once foft 
and ilrong, at once delkatb and noble as he 
is, infinitely, as he has excelled all mortal 
men in the glowing of his colours ; the poets- 
are not Winter images of his fplendor than he 
of that of nature. Warm with the fubjeft 1 
was fet down to write to you : the fcene yet^ 
Bvingin my eye, I was attetogtiftg Aat which. 
I have already declared impolfible, the ^vihg. 
you a juft idea of it. But I am called away r 
accident favourably fevere to my idle inten- 
tions, bids me ky down the pen, perhaps lie* 
ver to take k up again, Yw w^^nitr at the 

talking; 
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talking of aHorm in the midft of iuch a glo- 
rious tranquility ; I do fo too : if we furvive^ 
you will hear of it, if not» I (hall be glad to 
have given myfelf, thou^ it cannot read 
you» a teftimony of my having employed fixne 
of my lateft thoughts io your fervice^ and (hall 
mutter to my&I^ as I fold this paper> 

Extremum bac mmus morientis haheto. 

LETTER LIIL 

HO W we fmile at danger when it is no 
more! Thereisapleafiire, agreatonej 
there is a kind of triumph in talking of the 
hazards ^e have pa0ed. A ktter which I 
dofed in a fort of defpair, &rves but as the 
cover to the ftory of the danger^ and you 
flull have it fcilly. 

It would not be eafy for me to recoIleA a 
time when I was ealicr at heart, or in happier 
4>irits than while employed about that letter. 
The gay fky overcaft with me before it did 
fo on the horizon. The matter of the veflc^ 
Vrith whom I have entered into a particular 
intimacy, came without ceremony, and with 
a look that ipoke what had fuperfeded com- 
plailance, a look of forrow bordering on de- 
Ipair told me we were in the worft latitude in 
which a ftorm could have happened, and that 
we were to prepare for one. . I threw down 
my pen,, after taking my .Virgilian leaye of 
you, and fiiouated the deck.. I thought h^ 

bantered 






d by Google 



'\.' 



f 3^5 ) 
banterd-me. You know the fcene I had le^ 
it was continued in all but its fplendot-. The 
fun was in the arms of his green-haired mi- 
ftrefs, and it was the air, for there did not ap- 
pear a cloudy that was ihfiamed about him. 
The whole horizon did not aflford one Ipeck 
that hid its grey ; the wind blew from the 
fame quarter, and in the ikme moderation that 
it had done before. I aijmoft laughed to fee 
all the buftle of furling fails,, and taking dowa 
of rigging,, that Ihad obfcrved in the height 
of a tempeft. It feemed aa exercifc, and I 
^ was rallying the matter for the buftle in which 
I faw him on the occafion. He had little 
time to inform me of his reafons, but he 
pointed to the ftern of the fliip, and bid me 
mind thofe Petterells. 1 was furprlfed to fee 
a number of birds about us at fuch a diftancc 
from all Und. I was aftoniflied to obferve 
bow the fliocjc encreafed by additional num* 
hers from one or other quarter,, and was not lefV 
fo, to obferve with what a regular courfe they 
attended the veffers way. The fight was new 
andftrange : and there appeared tome nothing 
to interrupt my enjoying it. It was not till 
iafter many queftions, and as many execrations 

in return, that M s, who had come upon 

deck with me, received information that thole 
birds foretold a ftorm. The wind began to 
,{hift, and we to believe them ; the hatches 
.were ordered to be fhut, and people who had 
no bufinefs above deck, were defired to go 
ddwa The winds g?iew loudci:> we heard 

them 
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fShttrt above before we felt them in tfidr force 
upon us. The (ley was covered, and the low- 
ering clouds drove counter to die wind that 
earried us. 

Terror &t in every face, every band was 
ready. It grew dark from a double caule, the 
night and the tempeft ; we who were paflen- 
gers obeyed the injun6tion ci leaving the deck 
to thofe who wanted its room, only M ■ s >. 
who was all this while in the ileerage, levelling, 
his gun, and deaf as well to the whirling of 
tiie winds,, as the oaths and curfes of the pie 
lot, begged my intereft, that he might be 
permitted to flay there till he had fliot one of 
the birds ; for he afliired me, upon his ho- 
nour, it was a fpecies he had never feen. I 
reverence the philolbpher ; from this day I 
acknowledge ^s tide to the appellation in e- 
very fcnfe of it. You have admired, and 
with reafon, the calmnefs and intrepidity oi 
an Engliih officer, who when marching tip to 
a defperate attack, took notice of fome peii- 
cans that flew over his head, and obferved tO' 
his brother in command, that no bird in the 
uttiverfe gave fo excellent a flavour to fbojp. 
I claim your equal acknowledgments in rar 
voun of my attendant, who felt no p^n, not 
danger while there was an objefk in his fa- 
vourite ftudy, that he had not obferved, to 
befpeak his attention. He fucceeded, nor 
were his triumphs of lefs force than his elc- 
pe<5lations, he fpcnt the hours of the fevercft 
terror to us all, in examining the beak, and 

counting 
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coimtiAg the feathers of the w!ngs and the tail. 
He vvas Jong debating in the very jaws of 
death, to which of the Linnican clailes the 
bird fhould be referred 5 and I verily belicte 
the joy of the failors was not greater on the 
fobfiding of the tempefty than his oh the dif- 
covety: The Grecian never proiioimced his 
wfnixtc with half that fervour that accompanied 
the Word Paffer, from die moQth of my en- 
raptured friend, and it was not two minutels 
ftiore, before oh examining his p^rs, he be- 
gan to laugh at his own blindnefs, fi>rnotdiA 
covering fooner, that this was the PtHillaria. 
The generality of the paffengers, for there 
were feveral of us together on this occafiorr, 
were ready to cut the throat of a fellow, who 
was playing with a bird's feathers in the mid- 
dle of a tempefl-, and difturbing their pray- 
ers with his mutterings and his exclamations. 
I cannot pretend to have been quite pleafed 
with him at the time, but you will agree with 
me in reverencing him fince. I know of no 
life there is in difcompofure of mind, when 
men have nothing to do but to fubmit to what 
happens, and I have envied my naturalift the 
being maftcr of a fubjeft that can.fupercede 
all other thoughts on fo difagreeable an occa- 
fion. I do not know that he will recover the 
good opinion of the fhip*s company, during 
the voyage, but for me, 

ExMCorydwy C$rydon ifi UP^n 4t0iu. 

Shall 
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Shan t defcribe to you the temp^ i Oui I 
^fcribe it : it will give you pain, but you will 
lemember that it is over, and with, die dan- 
ger the remembrance of the pain which it oc* 
cafioned (hould be loft : it was evening : it 
fucceded the moft happy calm : we had notice 
to prepare for it, but the notice filled us with 
double terror* We were in the worft place 
where it. could have happened : night was to 
be the ieaibn of our fuffering it : a dead ftiU- 
ae(s inunediately preceded it ; the fails yet 
unfurled,, flapped asainft the mails : the ve£> 
tl flxxxl erect, and Hardly tottered : from this 
dneadful fufpence winds whiftled every way at 
ence ; the mails were loaded ; on the deck, 
men ran in one another's way, all hurrying to 
do, none fenfihle what was to be done. Burft 
all at once upon us a body, as it were,, of wind 
from one quarter: fkt on her {ide lies the ve£- 
fel ; the failors roll upon the deck; the waves 
fiwell, riie, break over us ; all is darknefs, hor- 
Dor, . and fury j every forge wafhes over the 
covered decks, and all we fee o£ it is the white 
foam that, follows. 

Homer muft have felt a ftorm. Poetry, 
his poetry I mean-, is as much fiiperior to all 
painting in the imagery of a tenipeft, as paintr 
ing even to his poetry in the defcrlption of a 
calmi- But Homer was born for the fublime, 
and you who read hirn withthetrue tafte, will 
find that nothing affeftshim fo nobly as the 
great. and the terrible : he is never fo much. 

him- 
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himfelf as in the ravage of whirlwind, or the 
fury of a general engagement. 

, , — The ftorm comes burfting from the fkies, 
Sweird with the winds ^he lalhingfurges rife : 
EncreasM to watry mountains fwifi they grow. 
And beat the laboring veifel to and fro : 
The decks are white with foam,.the dreadful! 
blaft / 

Roars in the fails, and bellows round the maft, T 
The faiJors trembling ftaijd with looks agaft ; J 
For death, impending death, no help to favc. 
Stares in their fece, and gapes in ev*ry wave. ; 

The horror of the fcenc had conjured up 
all the terrors, that divine poet has crouded in- 
to this defcription. I was revolving, with a 
kin4 of pleafing horror, the paffage, and (hud- 
dcring with the joint effefts of art and nature, 
when a vaft crack feemed to belpeak the burft- 
ing of the veffel. In an inftant from her flat 
pofture (he was ere<5l and tottering. I gave 
nayfelf up for loft : I felt the imaginary quie- 
tus, and could perfuade myfelf we funk : in 
an inftant flat we were thrown down on the 
pppofite fide : the candles were daftied out : 
the people on their knees were thrown down ; 
I who was ftanding was thrown to the oppofite 

qf the cabin. M s was, with undiflembled 

compofure, aftuated by thoughts that over- 
balanced all the danger, ftretching the tail 
feathers of his bird on pins upon a table. The 
Hidden Qdotion threw down his apparatus j and 

while 
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wHiFe r was preparing for immediate deaffi^ 
he was^ peevifhlv complaining, that he was 
obliged CO begin his account again. I afcended 
Ae deck. I Teamed from die mafter that the 
fliock which had terrified us, was the tacking: 
about of the veffel, and had the joy to hear 
that the wind was abating; The ftorms in this 
part of the world are dread^Iy violent, but 
they are fliort : daylight and the calm return- 
ed together ; we faw no more of the fatal 
prefages of the tempeft, and the mafter afr 
fefted to laug^ at our fears. It had blown 
hard he laid, but there was no danger. 

I had now an opportunity to-examine, w}th 
my eager friend, the bird which had gti^en us 
the timely notice of oUr danger, and to talk 
with the mafter, and the Tailors, on the fiib- 
joffc of what I could no lon^r laugh at, as 
xnaginarv, its foreknowledge of a tempeft.. 
The bird is one of the prettieft I have fcen. 
M — — s has very carefully prefcrved that 
which he ihot, and we (hall be able to fliew 
you what has, perhapsi never been fien other- 
wife than on me wing before. In the mean 
time I will give you the bcft idea I can of it 
in words, and, perhaps, lave the idea of it, at 
fcaft, from forae accident by flood or fire, by^ 
moths,, or rats,, that may befal the original. 
But I am tired, though not of writing to youj. 
yet of writing. I Ihall recover myfelf by to-- 
morrowv 

LET- 
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LETTER LIT. 

I Might have continued my former, fbr no^ 
poft hurries me to^ conclude. You will- 
laugh at the divifion o£ one fubjeA into three 
ktters, all which you receive together ; butJ 
there is a relief in breaking off, to me I am^ 
(ure there is r £ wi(h i was fiire dtere was not 
to you. 

I promifed you ibme account of the fingu* 
lar, and to you, and to the greater part of the 
world, unknown creature, the ftorm bird, f 
fhall endeavour to make it pay me for the 
frights under which I commenced my ac* 
quaintance with it, by the pleafiirt widi whick 
I fla^r myfelf you will receive fo new a thing 
as its hiftory. Its bignefs is nearly that of our 
common lark, but the (Irufhire of its feet is 
perfedly different: inftead of the long. heel 
of that bird, it is fingqlar in this, that there 
is none at all. Its colour is blackifh through* 
out ; you will begin to fmile when you beat 
this, after I have bee» talking of its beauty^ 
but your fmile will not be h^ing •, its back 
is black indeed, but over it there is diffufed 
a glow of a blue purple, almd): too bright 
to look upon : this (hifts and changes in the 
manner of the colours on the chanQeabfe 
filks, and is fometimes ^moft loft : on the 
neck there is feme mis^re of that green 
and purple which we fee on the neck of the 
drake or peacock. The head is almoft totally 
blue, the colour d the violet and the black 

fcarcc 
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fcarce feen through it. The breaft and fides 
are alfo black in the general tinge, but there 
is a bright glow of ruddy purple diffuftdover 
them, as the blue upon the back. The tops 
of the wings, and the tower part of the back 
have fome variegations of white, that render 
the whole extremely beautiful. The wings 
are vaftly long, they reach beyond the extre- 
mity of the tail, when clofcd-, and when ex- 
panded in the flight, the body of the creature 
appears nothing to them. Nature, providenc 
for all her creatures, has adopted the organs 
of this little bird to its manner of living ; fifli 
are its food, the furface of the wide fea its 
proper habitation, ftranger as it is to land, fof 
they tell me it is never ieen on Ihore ; to be 
eternally flying would be infupportable with 
the wings of the fwallow ; ftrange to the ima- 
gination that does notcoraprehend the intents 
and purpofes of providence : it has the fcet of 
the duck. The legs are long and black, and 
they are naked quite up to the body, not fea- 
thered to the joint, as in other birds. The 
feet are very large in proportion to the bulk 
of the bird, and the toes joined one to ano^ 
ther by a thick black membrane. The eyes 
are bright, and their afpeft piercing. I have 
not feen fo daring a look in any bird,, not even 
in the hawk kind^ as in rfiis litde creatiwe^ 
though dying when it was brought in. The 
beak is forn^ed for the prey if is to fcize ; 
it is long and flender, and has.fharpnefs though 
aa great ftrength* The joint is a little hooked^ 

but 
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but the upper chop docs not hang over the un- 
der as we fee in parrots and eagles. The nof- 
ti^s are placed as you fee them m the fwaliour. 
They form a little protuberance over the mid- 
dle of the upper chop of the beak, and arc 
divided from one another by a membrane. 

You will fay I improve in my na'mral hi* 
ftory. It is a ftudy I am thoroughly in love 
with, notwithftanding the ridiculous light in 

which poor M -s is continually reprefent- 

ing it to me, I mean, by his conchift and be* 
haviour, for his words deify nature above all 
the Jupiters and Junos of a heathen ritual. 
H you fliould be inclined to give me credit 
for the terms, they, when they arc good, arc 
' too often his ; you fee my modefty, but the 
matter is always my own. 
. ^ Yoii will be curious to know how this little 
creature difcovers the approaching ftorm be*» 
fore the (ky, the fea, or the air difdofe the 
flighteft filial of it ; and why it is, that it in- 
forms thole who will be endangered by it, in 
time, to give them preparation. I was as in- 
quifitive on this head, and you fhall know the 
anfwers I received to my queftions. You fhall 
have more : impertinent as it may be, you 
fhall have my opinion. Our people were of 
the Romilh perfuafion,. and of the mod ig- 
norant clals, I do not except the matter. I 
believe he knew his bufinefe perfedUy, but for 
any thing farther, his mind feemed a great 
blank. Superfrition is always power&l in 
proportion to the want of information, and 

theirs 
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^theirs is n re%ton in which It is encouraged* 
They told me imiverfaJIy of the ccrtaiitfy 
with which thepreiage was made: they af- 
fured me ihc birds weue never leen othef- 
^\k than cafually and fingly, ^nleis when a 
ftorm was coming, and they religiouQy i^e- 
ceived it as a kind of miracle, that they were 
fent to warn them of the danger. On farther 
enquiry 1 found that the bird was .met with in 
^knoii all latitudes ; that the Northern ieas af- 
forded it as wcU asthcfe •waimer climates t 
and though ny naturalift inMs upon it, that 
sneither Ray, nor Wilknighby, nor Androvan* 
4us, nor a whole lift of hard-named authors, 
(whom he ran over with great volubiKty of 
iengueon this occafion, have named it. I 
am greatly deceived, if <the honeft voyager 
Dampier has not given fome account of it. 
I think f even remember the name in him, 
:and I beg you will examine, i ffaall be proud 
to confound my doi^hcy philofbpher t>ut oi 
fuch a writer, as he, reverencing nothing but 
his own jargon, holds in high contempt. 

You know I hafve been always an enemy t^ 
^e miraculous and marvellous, of which the 
writers, as well as the readers t>f oia- time, are 
to fond. I think I have examined this mat- 
ter within the candour of an impartial icru- 
tlny ; and that I can refolve the whole into 
the refuk of natural caufes, without having re* 
courfe either to the abfurd, and, to fpeak freely, 
impious pretence of the immediate interpofi* 
tion of heaven : or fuppofing the Uttie bird 

fraught 
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raugbt wkh wlfdotn, compaffioo, and gene- 
Dficy of fentlment, as muft be the cafe if all 
/ere done upon dts own niere motion. 

You will allow me« that ifelf-prefervation k 
law implanted hf the great hand which form- 
d the creation on all his works : where reafon 
ioes not point out the road .to this, inilinft 
jpplies its place. Thefe are all the princi* 
les I ihall require* and from thefe I think 
lis whole iluprifing circumflance may be ao 
ounted for on the common rules of nature's 
ovemaace ; and that all tbat;vittll be proved 
om it, more than 3che fyfteai of &lf-^reier« 
ationin the creature, is.th^t* as in a thoufand* 
erhaps as Jn all other cafes, the ieveral linl^ 
1 that amazing chain, are fo connected, that 
le creature which foIk>w$ the irrefiftible die- 
ites of his own power to his own good, m 
[ways inftrumentaU at the iame ^ime, and by 
le fame aft, to that of others. 

The bird is die longeft winged of any of 
s kind* perh^sin proportionio its bulk, the 
mgefl winged of all the fpecies ; it fails upon 
le air like the kite 4 and it flies higher, and 
ir fwifter than any other bird. It has been 
iflomary with me to view them in the air 
tice .this fingular acquaintance which I have 
lad^ with \them ; though fo weak is general 
iriofity, that but for this accident I never 
lould have regarded them. I have fcen them 
fe from the fqrface of the fea, and be out of 
ght in a few moments ; I have feen them 
averfe the whole vifible horizon, whichf 

taking 
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taking e«:h way from the Ihip, is near forty 
niiles in fo few minutes, that you would ac- 
cufe me of the miraculous which I have been 
difclaiming, if I told you of it. Nature's be- 
nefits, however, are not always without theif 
inconveniencies : the fame expanfe of wing 
that is thus favourable to the Wrd in a ferene 
air, makes it the iport of winds, and it is 
toffed about often to its deftmftion, I have 
always obferved, that it. is in the ftill air that 
they fly high •, when there is but a little guft 
they fwim, and are fecn no where but on the 
furface, and even there, are but very ill able to 
bear the rolling and breaking of the billows. 

It is not a wonder, that a creature fb fwifc 
of flight fliould make its way, with all rapi- 
dity, before the ftorm that threatens it with 
deftmftion. It is not a wonder, that it (hould 
arrive in places to which that ftorm is travel* 
ling along the air feme little time, for it is 
not long before it reaches the fame fpot : in 
this cafe, to what end does the flight ferve ? to 
feek fome fhelter and defence : and in the 
open fea, what is fo adapted to give that de- 
fence as the bulk of a ftiip ? The birds never 
foil to fettle about the veffel which they meet 
with in this their confternation ; they follow 
it, and they flieltcr themfelves, as well as they 
can, behind it. . 

While they have no care but for their own 
lafety, they warn the failors of that danger it 
was impoffible for them to have any other way 
forefeen in fo good time ; and by the notice 

they 
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they give of theappfoaching mlfchief, they 
amply repay the fecurity, fuch as it is, that 
they obtain from the veffei : while the ftorm 
lafts, they never leave the fhip J they get be?- 
fore it from the wind, and follow all its mo* 
tions, but in fuch tcmpefls as that we jufl: 
efcaped, the ftieltcr is of little ufe to them. 
As loon as the calm returned with the dawn^ 
thofe which had efcaped the fury of the waves 
and winds, took wing, and we faw no more 
of them, except fingly and accidentally in the 
mid air, as before ; but the furface of the 
water, as we pafled on, (hewed us the ravage 
which the tempeft had made on many, per- 
haps on the grcateft part of them. The iail- 

ors at the requeft of M s, took up feveral 

dead ones that floated on the water, and theie 
were all bruifed and battered by the very vio- 
lence of. the ftorm. 

The accounts of the matter of the vcffel, 
who had been ufed to the Danifli feas, where 
he obferved they were very frequent, fhewed 
them of very accurate and diftinft knowledge, 
as to the approaching hard weather, and as to 
its degree, .tie tells me, they are always on 
thofe feas informed of a growing wind by 
thefe meflengers, that if it be flight, they only 
fettle upon the water, inftcad of keeping in 
the air; but if harder, they never fail to take 
Iheltcr about the fliip. 
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L E TT E R LV. 

I Write to ypu my dear , from Venice. 
It is with a fort of fccrct pride I tell you 
fo. I congratulate myfelf that I 9tn here, I 
begin to feel a new joy in every thing that oc- 
curs to me. It is impoflihle fpr me to tell 
you, how much I am rejoiced that I under- 
took the tour. You know I was irrcfolute 
about it ; I was even difTatisfied, as my let- 
ters told you, with the firft three or four fta- 
ges. You have a right to know, that I fee it 
now in anoth^ light. Upon my truth I 
would not have omitted it for half my fortune. 
But this b impertinent. « 

I am at once charmed and aftonifhed with 
this place: it is one of the largeft, and be- 
yond a doubt, it is the moft extraordinary 
city on the whoje earth, if it may be allowed 
me to ufe that term, in fpeaking of a place, 
which, in my mind, rather ftands upon the 
fea. 

I embaiiced early this morning at Padua in 
a handfome kind of boat, (a burcello is the 
term for it) and came down the Breul fo hap- 
pily and fwiftly, that though it is now but 
barely evening, I have had time to look a- 
bout me, and you fee cBn venture to write you 
my oblervadons. Does the sur of Itidy in- 
ftrire me, or what is this ? I never felt luch 
4>irits, fuch joy of heart before ; I have an 
uncxtinguifliable ardour for the feeing every 
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thing; I have courage to write to you, and 
think it hardly requires confideration. 

The veflel we came in was a very pretty 
thing in its kind : we had a large room in the 
middle, well ornamented with carvings and 
gildings. We were drawn a part of the way, 
as far as Firiino, by a horfe j from hence to 
Venice we were towed by means of a much 
lefler boat, a remiillio, in which there were 
only fix rowers. 

The villas belonging to the noble Venc* 
tians, which (hewed thcmfelves on either hand 
as we fell down the river, gave a very beau- 
tiful profpeft : I admired all of them ; but in 
fooje the genius of Palladio diftingui£bed it- 
felf fo obvioufly and fo glorioufly, even to the 
diftant and the pafling eye, that more than 
admiration was p^id to them by mine. I re- 
verence Palladio. I have no where feen fo 
much of him, as within my two laft ftages. 
I efteem him vaftly higher than I could do^. 
while I was acquainted with him only in idea, 
and I fee that when I have more opportunitie$ 
of contempladng his works, I fhall efteem 
him yet 'more. 

They pointed out to me, as we pafled by, 
one very noble edifice ; they called it the Al- 
hero de Oro^ and told me a moft Angular inci- 
dent in its hiftory. It belongs to one of the 
family of the Grimani. A pofleflbr of it, 
fome time ago, had the itch of play (at that 
time almbft as univerfal in Venice as it is now 
in London) that he would rifque every ihihg 
0^2 for 
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for which he could find a ftake. His fortune, 
on this principle, underwent a ftrange variety 
of changes : fometimes he was the richeft ; 
often he was one of the pooreft, of the Vene- 
tian noblefle. A bad run of luck had at one 
time ftripped him of every thing but this pa* 
lace. When he <nade the ftake of this, he 
referved one favourite tree: he loft : the tree 
was worth nothing in the middle of an other 
man's garden ; he ftaked that too againft a 
very moderate fum : he won : the run of for- 
tune changed from this hazard : he continued 
fuccefsfui till, before he jgot up, he found 
himfelf j)offeflcd agam of every thing that he 
had loft, and a very confiderable part of the 
perfonal cftate of his antagonift. The tree 
yet ftands to commemorate the accident, and 
has from it the name of Albero d'Oro, which 
& alfo continued in the whole palace. 

How I deviate into trifles ! But you will 
excufe the fulnefs of a joyous heart. I am. 
for telling you all that pleafes me in hearing. 
Venice does not ftand, upon the Continent : it 
is five miles from land, and is fituated in the 
middle of I know not how many lagunes, or 
watery fait marfties. The lagunes have ori- 
» ginally been marlhy grounds, but of different 
compofition •, part of the earth has been foft, 
and part harder: the foft portion has been 
wafhed away by the fea in tides and ftorms ; 
the harder has remained in a kind of iflands. 
Thefe have been rendered fertile by the quan- 
tities of mud and fea weeds thrown from time 

to 
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to time upon them ; and on thcfc little fpecks 
of dirt in the vaft Adriatic, ftands Venice. 

The firft ufe that was made of them,, was 
no better than the making them ferve for the 
feat of huts built by the fiftiermen of Padua^ 
who employed themfelves to advantage in this 
part of the gulph. To what mean and infa- 
mous origins may the greateft things have ow- 
ed their original . lilviHBiHMrtriMtaiV 
drove numbers of families from Padua, and 
other neighbouring parts of Italy, to fecgre 
themfelves on thefe little iQands. Venice . 
was then founded on feventy two of them, 
but it has been extended greatly fince, and ^ 
large number more are taken in. There, ne^ 
, ver was indeed fo favourable a Iituatioh for fe* 
curity againft all kinds of enemies. Annies 
by land cannot come near them, nor have 
fleets at fea any greater advantage. The 
fhoals are fo numerous, and the entrance into 
the lagunes fo intricate and difficult, that the 
city is inacceffible 5 and though a very precious 
morfel, . has never yet been walled or fortified, 
but, fafe in its fituation alone, has defied all 
attempts. It is between twelve and thirteen 
hundred years fince this flourifhing city was 
founded ; and in the midft of all the ravages 
of war on the Continent, and all the changes 
in places that have been the feats and fubjefts 
of it in that time, Venice has not only been at 
all times fafe, but it has never been befieged. 

They tell me, that the profpefit of ^fecity 
frorti the land is a very fine 0|ie^ bvfl^l^ung 
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can equal the beauty of it, as one approached 
from the fea. The houfes are all founded oh 
piles driven into the bottot^ \ and as moft of 
them (land immediately on the water, it has^ 
the appearance of a city riling up out of the 
fea, aixl the little iflands that are covered 
with buildings, afford the proipeA of fo ma- 
ny floating towns. 

Venice is a confiderable large city; its cir* 
cumference cannot be lefi than feven miles. 
The water every where waflies the lower parts 
cf the houfes, and die canals are all of parallel 
Inradth, and all of them are defended at their 
tntrance by forts, fo that lange fhips cannot 
come at all near ; and the fmaller inlets atie 
not oniy defended in the fame manner, but 
are fb intricate, that veflels of a proportional 
l^efi cannot be fteered in with tolerablfe 
fittty by any but their own pilots. The Ja* 
gunesor canals are leparated from the fea by 
a land bank of forty miles extent, and at five 
miles diflance from the city. Upon the 
whc^, whether we confider the city in regard 
to iccurity or beauty, there is no one in the 
world that can be compared with it. 

With all this elegance on the profpeft, 
Venice is not fo perfeftly fine when one is in 
it. I have indeed feen but little of it yet, and 
have no right to determine of the whole ; but 
it appears to me that there is not the greateft 
regularity or form in its feveral parts. . Thfe 
flrects are'^svery clean and delicate, but they 
are narrow ^d winding : the buildings, in 
\ ^ many 
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many places at leaft, are lofty and beautifuL 
1 have taken a curfory view of thoie along 
the grand canal. This runs through the mid- 
dle of the city, and the houfes about it have 
all the appearance of palaces. The bridges, 
as you will eafily imagine, are numerous in a 
place where the canals run through the ftl-eets: 
they are built of a white, ftone, and make a 
very beautiful figure -, but they arc dangerous 
in a very great degree, or at leaft they would 
be fo to a people lefs fober than the Venetian*. 
The ftone they are built of is hard and polifh- 
cd ; fo that it is very flippery, and there are 
/no rails to them, the people are aware of the 
danger, ^d to a proverb advife one another 
to beware of four P's 5 a nobleman, a bridge, 
a whore, and a parfon r thtey have the mode- 
fty to call the noblefie pantaloons : the nanaes 
of the other three objedls of caution^ you 
know, are in their language, putana^ prc^e^ 
and pietra biama^ alluding to the ftone of 
which the bridges are made. 

I had imagined, by the name of thefe ca- 
nals, that they were of the fame kind with 
thofe of Holland, where, though they run 
through a ftreet, there is always a broad fpace 
for people to walk upon \ but it is quite o- 
therwife : the canal reaches from one row of 
houfes to the other, and takes up the whole 
room of the ftreet. What ftreets there are, 
are on the little iflands, which are quite built 
over, and thefe are, as I obfervcd to you, 
narrow and difagreeable •, but they are aU pa- 
^ 0^4 ved 
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ved with die lame white ftone with (hat of the 
bridges. There is, I fancy, a good deal of 
die dilagreeable at Venice, amidft all its beau- 
ty and ^lendor. The evening is now tool, 
and the day has not been hot, yet the canal 
in the place where I lodge ftinks very much. 
I enquired of the people whether it always did 
lb, and whether the others alfo ftunk in the 
lame manner: the anfwer was, that they 
were oSenfive fometimes, but they did not 
perceive any fuch thing now. I find, there- 
fore, they are indeed offenfive enough occa- 
fionally. — Have I not wrote a great deal to 
you, for one who has hardly been two hours 
lA the city. After to-morrow I ihall be 
fraught with more; till then ♦. * ♦ 

LETTER LVL 

I Have juft eicaped a danger, which I won- 
der the Venetians, who are fufficiently fen- 
fible of it, have not added to their four cau- 
tions; a ftorm. It alarmed me the more, as 
I had no apprehenfion or idea of it. I was 
4hi the water in one of our gondolas ; but in 
order to explain this to you, who, I think, 
have not been at Venice, I ought to tell you 
both what their water and their gondolas are : 
the water then, or, as they indifferently call 
it, the lagune, or lagunes (for the plural and 
lingular number equally well expreis it) is a 
broad furface, but of very unequal depth ; in 
part it is made up of (hallows, in part of ca- 
nals ; thefe run tiirough the feveral parts of 
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the general bed, and the Venetians know 
where, but it would not be eafy for a ftramger 
to diftinguifli it. Their gondola is a very 
long and a very narrow boat, with two row- 
ers, one at the head and the other at the ftern^ 
extremely expeditious, but of all water car-^ 
riages the lead qualified for bad weather. 
. The whole furface of the lagune was cover- 
fid with thefe while I was out: I was admi- 
ring the agility and addrefs of my own and 
of the other gondoliers that pafled us : you 
would think their vefiTels unhandy, by reafbn 
of their great length, but is amaGng with 
what (kill they fteer clear of one another, and 
Jiow clofe and finely they turn the corner of a 
canal. The multitudes of thefe, all in moti- 
jon at the fame time ;* the glowing of the fet- 
ting fun on thf^urface of the water, and the 
Juftre which it gaye to the buildings, were a 
kind of tranfpbrt to me who had not fcen, nor 
had indeed conceited no idea of fuch a Iighl: 
In a moment all was bu(Ht and confbfion : we 
were far out, and our gondoliers were fome 
of the firft that took the alarms There is a 
frame of wood in the middle of the boat, co- 
vered with black bays; we were fitting in 
•this, when the pleafant looks of our rowers 
were changed into thofe of confufion and ter- 
ror ; the tUt, if I may fo call it, of the place 
where we fat, was thrown off ih a moment, 
and they were buftling back to the city with- 
out our bi;lding. We faw every body clfc in 
the fan^c alarm, and we began to hear a whift- 
Q 5, M«g 
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Hng of the wind over our heads, and foon a£^ 

eer to fee t&e furface of the water rife into 

large waves. While we had cor eyes upon 

the reft of the boats, they were all got into 

their places in the city ; the water, from be* 

iiig covered with them, was clear in a few mi* 

nutes, and we, who were farther off, found 

the effeds. The ftorm wis far from violent, 

but we were in the moft imminent danger* 

Oor boatmen's terror, added not a little to 

mine. M — s is a ftrange creature ; he feems 

inlenfibie of danger ; but he acknowledges, 

he is glad we are within doors, and all well. 

You will laugh at my terrors on fo ridicu- 
lous an occafion ; for to you, who are not 
here, I know it will appear fuch. It Is over, 
and I will endeavour to give you fome better 
mtertainment. When I toldgpou the bridges 
of Venice were of white ftone, and had no 
rails, I ihould have excepted the Jlialto. I 
had indeed referved that for a particular ex- 
amination, and a particular defcription. The 
principal canal runs in the figure of an invert* 
cd js : befide this, there is a large canal, di- 
ftinguiihcd by the name of Regio; but this is 
ftrait y the others have their courfc, like the 
veins in the body, and run through all the 
ftreets. The bridges over thefe are from 
ftrect to ftreet, and are not in fo fmall a num- 
^ ber as five hundred : they confift ufually of 
one arch, and the afcent to them is by fteps. 
The Rialto, or great bridge at Venice, is ve- 
ry different from all thefe j it is thrown over 

the 
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the middle of the great canal : it is. built of 
very fine white marble, and though ninety 
five foot in length, and over fo coiifiderabic 
a water, confifts alfo but of one arch. There 
are two tows of fiiops and fmall houics upon 
it, covered with lead. The Venetians arc 
very proiid of this ftrufture, and they have 
reafon: they talk much of the immenfc ex- 
pence at which it was built, andalledge, that 
it has its foundation on no fewer than ten 
thoufand piles of wood^ 

I was led to the ^eat landing place facing 
St, Mark's. The doge's palace, when we 
begin the fiirvey here, prefents itfelf on the 
right; and on the left are the apartments of 
the procurators of Venice, in the old Procu- 
razie. Almoft clofe to the water's edge, 
there Hand t\«||^large and noble columns of 
|;ranite ; they are diftant from one another 
nearly the whole breadth ^f the piazza ; they 
cannot be lefs than fevenfy foot,. in height^ 
On the top of one of thcta is placeci. the Ve» 
hetian Lion ; and on the: other, a faint of the 
name of Theodore, opice the patron of the 
city, but long (ince di^|raded frc»n that ho« 
nour. The lion is an odd beaft; he has 
wings ; the pofturt is couchant ; and under 
one of his paws is an open book. Upon a 
nearer examinination, you find he is looking 
over St. Mark's gofpel. In the other paw he 
has a naked fword. The faint is in complea^: 
armour. It is not eafy to find on what foun- 
dation it was that St. Theodore obtained the 

honour 
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honour of this habit; but be that what it 
would, .the dreis has coft him all his glory : 
The patron of the Genocfc, the old enemies 
of Venice, is a St. George ; and this Theo- 
dore had fo much of the martial appearance 
of that dragon-killer, that it was not judged 
proper to continue him the rank or dtle of 
their proteftor. 

The cathedral of St. Mark has given me 
raft lladsfa^on. You are not to imagine 
from this, my dear — , that it is the moft 
compleat, or the moft elegant edifice you 
have ever heard of; it is very far f^;om that 
charaAer. Ovid, in defcribing the palace of 
the fun, tells us that the workmanfhip excel- 
led the materials ; it is not exa6Uy fo in St. 
Mark's at Venice: the materials are ai^ft 
and elegant in the hi^eft degree ; but I hard- 
ly know what to fay of the ffttring them to* 
gethen Its period is of the eleventh century. 
It was built by Greek archite£bs, fent for out 
of their own country for that purpofe. It is 
neither Gothic nor regular; in ihort it is, 
with all its fplendor and magnificence, nei- 
ther one diing nor another. To give you 
any tolerable idea of it, I muft fay that it con- 
fifts of fcveral of the regular parts of architec- 
ture, very irregularly and injudicioufly put to- 
|;ethen 

The church is nearly ^uare in figure ; it is 
confiderably high; and one great inconvenir 
cnce of the form of it is, that it is dark. 7*he 
columns are ^lany of them of the Greek or^ 

dcrsi 
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ders y but they arc not right either in the mea- 
fures or the dffpofition. On the front there 
are a vaft number of fmall pillars j in fonie 
places four or five little ones placed upon a 
large one. The roof has five domes; the 
middle one much larger than the others. 
Thofe who have examined the Grecian 
churches fay, there is fome refemblance in it 
to the contrivance and architefture of them : 
to my eye, I never faw fo ftrange a mixture 
of fomething and nothing in any place. 

Whatever judgment may be paffed upon 
the tafte feen in the outfide of the church, all 
muft agree in allowing it magnificent to a ve- 
iy uncommon degree within. The edifice is 
totally of marble ; the walls, the roof,, the 
floor, are all covered with it within ; and 
there can no where be. met with fuch a varie- 
ty of the feveral kinds of the beautiful and 
valuable marbles together. The Mofaic work 
is in vaft profufion, and all of it executed 
with infinite accuracy. You know it is not a 
Ipecies of ornament for which I have any pe- 
culiar ufte ; but whatever I thought of the 
art employed in the arranging the feveral pie- 
ces, I was in raptures with what I faw of na- 
ture in the difiercnt vcinings of the ftone's. 

M ^s was in yet greater tranfport; it was 

with great pride of heart that he pointed out 
Co me in the feveral parts of one or other of 
thefe works, alt the marble%that we read of 
as efteemed among the ahtients : in one place 
he fhe wed me a plate of the Phengites, honey 
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coloured, and as tranlparent as amber; wc 
law the cement through it. In another, the 
fine Parian kind jufliified all the old writers 
have (aid of its luftre, though too much for 
our Carrara, fuppofed the fame, though tru* 
ly known to them by the names of the Lu* 
nenfe and Troadcnfc. He turned my eyes 

En the pavement, to fliew me the bluifh 
fy marble, which they called the Numi- 
I. In a part of one of tlie north walls he 
pointed out fbme blocks, of the black fpark- 
ling kind they called the Lucullean. Near it, 
confounded by the modern workmen, though 
diftinguiihed by nature and by the more ac- 
curate eye of the antients, the dull dead black 
which they called the Chian, and the Obfidi- 
an Hone ; and at a fmall diftance fmm it» the 
deeper but gloiEer balaltes. All thefe were 
underftood by the modem Greeks, who built 
the edifice, as the fame. My companion was 
very liberal of his fools and fcoundrels to thefe 
people, and flhewed me the charaders by 
which they difFeredJ I fliould have been of 
the opinion of thofe he rallied, and called 
them all the fame ; but the differences, when 
he had explained them to me, appeared ob- 
vious enough, and abfolutely effential. 

His eye was carried up to a part of the 
deling, to fhew me the bright green marble, 
diftinguilhed by them under the name oT the 
Lacedemonian kSid. I did not imagine there 
was any fuch, but it appeared pure, almoft 
tranfparent, and wholly without veins; I 
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•ftave hardly fecn* a jafper finer. Among the 
common fquarcs of the pavement, he fhew- 
cd me the green and white marble, the Au- 
guftan and tiberian kind of the old Romans ; 
and among the Mofaics of another part, ht 
fliewed me one after another, all blended un- 
der the common name of Verde antique by 
the Cicerone, the black ophites of the anti- 
cnts, fo called from its black fpots on a green 
ground; the white ophites, fo denominated 
from its veins of that colour ; the tephria, or 
grey ophites, of the fame times, variegated 
with black fpots, as the firft ; and a number 
of other diftinA fpecies, unnamed by them^ 
and by every body elfe alfo, 

I was aftoniflied at the Theban marble of 
the Romans, veined with gold on purple. 
The Oriental alabafter, tranfparent, arid full 
of veins and zones hke thofe of the onyx, ex- 
plained to me what xhe old writers meant, who 
talked of pavements of the onyx ; they call 
this marble figuratively by the name of that 
gem, from its refemblance, Befide the pur- 
ple and white porphyry, known univerfally 
by" that name, he ihewed me the feveral fpe- 
cies in which, under an equal hardnefs^ and 
with the advantage of an equal polifh, there 
were difclofed veins of gold or of green, and 
feme of a glofly black, that had a luftre which 
the eye hardly bore. I was furprized to fe6 
among the moft beautiful Iflhds, one which 
he pointed out to me as the common moor- 
ftone of our weftern counties : you fee it hewn 

out 
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out into fteps, and other parts of buiUingSy 
in London ; but it is impoflible for you to 
conceive how bright and how elegant, as well 
as fingular it is, when poliihed. The com- 
mon red granite had its place with great fuc- 
cefs among the others ; and with it, as in thje 
other cafes, feveral evidently diftinft fpecieSy 
which have not been named either by the an- 
tients or moderns, though they occur frc- 
quendy in buildings, and in thefe ornaments. 
. There is an air of grandeur in the feveral 

f)arts of the infide of this building, exclulive- 
y of the ornaments, which is greatly fupericwr 
to that without. Thefe Mofaics which we 
had been examining (for the feveral parts, of 
which they were compofcd) demanded a fe- 
cond view to be taken in the whole: they 
appear extremely different in this examinati- 
on, and they are evidently of very different 
dates and periods : nothing can be more ridi- 
culous and abfurd than the'old ones; but fome 
of the more modern, which are after defigns 
of Titian, defcrve a very different charafter. 
They are principally fcripture ftorics, or le- 
gends of their faints •> but there are fome al- 
legorical figures whimfical enough/ Among 
the fefl, I obfcrved two fat lions in the w^tcr, 
and near them, two lean ones on land. The 
meaning of this was an admonition to the Ve- 
netians, whole enfign is the figure of that 
creature, that while they employ themfelves 
at fea, they (hall be rich and powerful, but if 
they meddle at land^ they will become poor 

and 



d by Google 



• ( 353 ) 
and defpicable. The piece which pleafed m« 
moft of any thing I have feeuin this kind, is 
a figurcplaced over the chief entrance into this 
.church; it is done after a defign of Titian's, 
and exprefles an old man in a priefl's habit, 
,'with his hands extended, and over his head 
-there appears a fingle hand in the aft of bleff- 
ing him. There is a dignity and eafe in this 
figure, which arc very commanding. They, 
have Ibme ferpentine marble pillars here of an- 
tient workmanfliip: they, pretend they be- 
longed to Solomon's temple. 

But of all the antiquities preferved here, 
and in fome other parts of Venice which I 
*have already vifited, nothing has afFeftfed me 
with greater contempt for the pretences of 
*prieftly knowledge, than the madonas of Su 
Luke's painting: they have on^ of them in 
this church, which they ftiew in a frame, co- 
>ered with glafs, and only at a relpeftful di- 
' ftance. The expreflion (for it is that they 
ufe) is not without its meaning. * To pre- 
ferve tTiat relpeft that is paid to them, they 
muft'not be leen any nearer: they are unluc- 
kily painted in oil, a thing that was not in 
cuftom quite fo early as the days of that 
. cvangelift. Upon the whole, if we allowed ' 
thefe piftures to be genuine, all^welhould 
learn from them would be, that' St^ Luke 
was a very bad painter, or the lady not a ve- 
ry, great beauty. They feeni to pick up the 
dirtieft and oldeft Madona*s they can find, 
' and when they have properly framed and 
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^zed them, give diem the name of the (kints 
to enhance their value. 

Whatever contempt the jodicious eye mud: 
treat theft pretended antiquities with^ therb 
are fome others about the fame churchy fbt 
which ail his praife will be too little. I know 
you have not feen Venice. I do not know 
whether you have heard of the four antkjue 
iiorfes there : they arc the greateft remain of 
the antique ftatuary that I have feen, or ex- 
pert to lee, of their kind : they are of brafi 
gilt,; the guildmg is as old as the figures'; 
there is but little of it now to be feen in any 
degree of fplendor, the reft is grecnilh or 
bhickifh, as it is more or Icfs rufted. There 
h a knowledge and accuracy in the defign t^ 
.of dtem that aftonifhes one: the execution is 
without a blemifh; they are fuppofed to be 
the workmahftip of theimmofta! Lvfippus: 
they ftand over the middle gate, and there is 
^ sit of nature, and of fire in them, that a- 
mazes even the moft ignorant obfervert. 
They were brought to Venice in 1201, from 
the plunder of Conftantihople. Morice Zeno, 
firft Podefta of the Republick, fent them to 
Venice four years after. They were origi- 
nally placed on Nero's Circus ; Conftantinc 
removed them, among other things of infi- 
nite value, and ataoft infinite in number, to 
Gonftantinople, when he removed the feat of 
empire thither. The Venetians fufiiciently 
know their value, and fo do others. It is a 
remarkable tranfadion, that Francis Cavara, 

lord 
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lord of Paduai, who lorded it ovtr Venice too, 
Sit the time of that city s troubles with Genoa, 
once had the boldnefs to demand thcfe horfes, 
before he would admit the embafladors fhould 
be received at his court. How ftrange are 
the viciflitudes of human fortune! this was 
that Francis, afterwards put to death by the 
Venetians, inejriolation of the word of ho- 
nour given byroeir general, and not at all to 
their own credit. But I ramble from my 
purpofc. The gates of St. Mark's are brafs, 
and anfwer to the fuperb materials and work 
within. Nothing, however, aftonilhcd me 
more than the pavement of the dome: wie 
difcovered it by an accident ; the people who 
Ihew the church, pafs it over fiigntly, but it 
is, at kaft, of a piece with all the reft in 
pomp -, it is fo dirty, that had not M - ■ a 

peeped very clofely upon it in his examina- 
tion of the marbles, we had not regarded it : 
But what was my aftoniftiment, to fee, that 
we were treading upon an affemblage, not on- 
ly of antique marbles of the moft fuperb 
kinds, but of Jafpers^ and the true Lapis La^ 
zuli; there are many fingle pieces of thefe 
valuable ftoncs in this pavement, that would 
be, at this time, ^fteemed at a vaft rate ; no- 
thing ever furprized me equally to the negleiQ: 
in which fo ftrange a proiufion of pomp and 
expcnce is. left to be forgotten. The mate- 
rials kre no^ all that is to be admired in this 
pavement : the workmanlhip, whatever may 
.befaid by people of the more delicate tafte, 

as 
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as to the propriety and gufto, is laboured to 
a degree meriting the value of fuch materials 
as thofe on which it has been employed. 
The ftoncs of which this old pavement is 
compofed, arc not laid ih fquares, they arc 
cut in form for various figures, in which they 
are laid out, and together make reprefcnta- 
tions of fcveral things that have an odd ap- 
pearance ; and as thofe who ^5uld add to the 
Veneration in which it is held among the 
churchmen, would pcrfuade us of a myftical 
meaning. They have a tradition, that it is 
the work of a pcrfon who had the gift of pro- 
.phecy: they call him Abbot Joachim, and 
they fay that he chofe this myftical way of 
delivering his prediftions, and t^at there is 
not any figure, or affemblage of figures. Which 
do not relate to fomething that has fince, oc 
that will hereafter happen. - However this 
"may be, this pavement joins with every diing 
clfe one fees, in countenancing the affertion, 
that the Venetians had determined this fliould 
"be the fineft church in the world ; they have 
^done their part towards it: expence has not 
been foired, nor have materials of the moft 
coftly kind been wanting. One laments, that 
with all thefe, tafte is fo requifite : that the 
want of this fingle circumftance, Ihould have 
rendered the whole profufion, and all the care 
of coUefting, fruitlefs. It is certain, that St. 
Mark's (hews as many fine things as any 
church in Italy, but none ever dreamed of 
calling it the fineft church there, 
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The'expence of the ftfudurc has not been 
all that has tended to enrich it ; the plunder, 
.of Conftantinople by the Franks and Veneti- 
ans, brought home an infinite quantity of 
treafure, and of curiofities, of which St. 
Mark's has had the greateft fhare. There 
are a number of vafes^ of glorious workman- * 
ihip, which they owe to that expedition. 

In the fpace between the facade and the 
church, there are a multitude of monuments, 
fome of them very elegant ; and befide thefe, ' 
there are innumerable fculptures and mtofaicks 
in the porticoes, fome of them contemptible 
enough, but others that are fine. I am not, 
in general, fond of Ihew, but, I muft confefs, 
there was fomething in the pall of the great 
altar in this church that ftruck me ftrangeiy : 
it is.of maffy gold, inlaid with jewels, and 
enamelled with feveral fcripture ftorics ; it is 
the richeft thing Italy has to boaft, and they 
tell us, was near a hundred and fifty years in 
making. 

There are pidures by Titian, not a few, 
and 'moft of them the higheft finiflied that 
have come from his hand, but they are not 
well feen ; there never was a building in which 
the windows were worfe difpofed. Old Pal- 
ma has alfo fome remains preferved here, 
and there are fome of Tintoret's, efteemed 
the beft that have come from his pencil. The 
fubjedt of the Mofaicks of the roof, is the life 
of St. Mark the evangelift, patron of Venice. 
They arc well executed, and if thej wanted 

in 
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in this particular, would be worthy notice, 
merely on the account of the materials. 

They prefcrve the remains of that faint 
here with great veneration ; but of all the ho- 
ly relicks I have met with, fcarce any has gi- 
ven mc fo much entertainment, as a piece of 
a. common ftone preferved here. It was a 
prcfent from Michael Pallelogus, and his em- 
prds Irene, fo fay the words of an anticnt 
Gfreck infcipqon preferved with it, and was 
the very rock out of which Mofes produced 
water in the dcfart by a ftroke of his wand. 
We were (hewn a multitude of other reliques 
in the treafury, by people poffcffed with a 
ftrangc veneration for them, and poffefled al- 
fo, a3 I have obferved in all other cafes, with 
the ftrange infatuation of not feeing, that thofe 
to whom they (hew them, (hare none c^ their 
tranfports. I mentioned the Abbot Joachim 
a prophetick defigner of events^ They fliew- 
ed us on the door of the treafury, the por- 
traits of St. Dominickand St. Francis, as like 
as if done from their faces by the moft able 
limner, yet, as they aflured us, executed by 
this prophetick fpirit, many years before they 
were born. There are a multitude of very 
valuable antiques preferved within- but the 
greateft treafure, according to their own efti- 
mation, is their gofpel of St. Mark, written, 
33 they fay, by his own hand. I faw it, but 
this, as all the other great curiofities, is fke wa 
in a very referved manner to ftrangers. It 
was barely opened, and that at a great di- 
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ftancc; Thje letters feem alipoft entirely dc^ 
cayed, and the paper Ls warn to the thinncis 
of a cobweb* I do not know with what judg- 
ment they ufe all this caution in this particu- 
lar refpeft, but in moft others it is tne pru- 
denteft ftep in the world, for nothing but di- 
ftance and darknefs could prevent thofe who 
do not view them with eyes of enthulufm, 
from difcovcring them to be counterfeits. 

The library is a very noble fight. The 
difpofition of the fabrick is elegant and gra- 
per, and the paintings and fiatues are all good: 
the manufcripts in the Greek aad Eaftern lan- 
guages are numerous and valuable. In an 
adjoining chamber there are a great number 
qf antiques, a legacy from a patriarch of A- 
cjuileia, oif the Grimani family. There have 
been confiderable additions to it fince, but 
thefe are the 'capitfil things. Therp is a Ga- 
nymede in the talons of the Eagle, an inefti- 
mable piece of workmanlhip. I do not know 
upon the whole, that I have ever met with 
greater pleafure in the examinbg a colleftion 
of this kind. ♦ « « 

LETTER; LVII. 

TH E Lombard architeAure has fbme* 
thing extremely fingular in it: it feems 
to have borrowed from the Moprifh and A- 
rabefque, what gives it this fingularity. I 
have ftared ^t this in feveral builings that I 
have lately feen, ap^ would have dcfcribed it 
to you, if I had pgrfc^ly known bow to do 

it. 
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iL The Doge's palace is generally called a 
Goduc ftnifture, but it is more truly in the 
Lombard ftile. There is nothing promifing 
in the outGde, but widiin there is a great deal 
of tafte, as well as of magnificence. In the 
Inner Court there are diree ftatues of the na- 
tural dimcnfions, two of them are of Adam 
and Eve ; and at the foot of the great Hairs 
there are two Coloflal figures, they are of 
Mars and Neptune: there is merit enough in 
them to ^ve you curiofity to enquire who was 
die loxlptor. The name is Sanibvino, but I 
do not think equal to fbme of his works. 

The great council chamber is decorated 
with the piAures of all the Doges, except one. 
I was curious to know the meaning of a plain 
black board being placed in the ftead of that, 
but on a nearer view there appeared an in* 
fcriptibn which explained it. This was left 
for the place of Charles the firft of Venice. 
The words declared diat it Ihould have been 
filled with the portrait of Falieri, who was 
beheaded in the firft year of his adminiftra- 
tioa. 

Venice has been always famous for dilco- 
vering plots, but one is fufpicious, among 
the ftories of fo many, that fome may have^ 
been made by the difcoverers. Who can 
conceive, that a poor old creature of eighty** 
€>ne, juft advanced to the princely dignity, 
Ihould confpire the deftrudion of the ftate? 
yet, certain it is, that the difcovery of one of 
the moft famous conlpirades, is that of this 

of 
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df talieri, who having demanded jufticet^ 
the fenate, for a rape committed on his own 
kdy by Michael Steno, was accufed of ha- 
ving laid a plot for dcftroying the chief (^ the 
nobility, and enflatning the people ; and was 
executed the fame day, on the oonfe^ion of anf 
accomplice. He fuffered juft on the <pot, 
where but fo very fliort a time before9 he 
had been crowned. 

The chambers before the Senate-room ara 

nobly fumilhed with paintings, allof them by 

the greateft hands, and all of them in cha**^ 

rafter. The audience given to a Perfian am* 

balTador is a very fine piece. But I was in 

raptures with the fingle iigure of the Doge 

Grimani, by Titian. He is reprefentcd in 

complete aitnour, praying to St. Mark. I 

have feen no piece of Titian's equal to this. 

Paul Veronefe has been almoft equally happy 

in a fimilar fubjeft. The great Sebaftian 

Venicr, whom they ufed to ftile the terror of 

the Turks, is reprefented on his knees before 

the virgin. The blended greatneis and hu* 

mility in this figure, are amazingly fine and 

exprcflive. The poflcffors of this valuable> 

pidure, have teftified their refped, as well 

ibr the painting as the fubjed, by placing it 

diredly over the throne in the Senate-room. 

The Arfenal at Venice is a glorious fight. 

It is not ieis than three miles in circumference. 

It is the moft amazing magazine, both for 

fea and land fervice that I have ever feen. It 

i« fituated at the extremity of th^ city, that 

Vol. L R lies 
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fies neareft die (ea, and furroondcd with a 
wall. There are widiin this three large re-- 
lervoin, that have communicatiaii widi one 
another^ and ail with the (ea« Thefe have 
workbouff s all almg thar fides^ and about 
ti)Cfn every way .are nhe manufadures of 
i;0pet» arms, and other implen^nts and uten* 
£1$ in the fervice of a .fleet or camp, and ma- 
g^oines of the feveral materials, thatieemin* 
iiabaudible. 

The Amdaglio laft ihewed us the amadng 

quantity of great and fmaU arms, preferved 

in that perfeft order, which keeps them al« 

ways ready for infian^neous fervice« It was 

> a very glorious fight. This is the officer who 

has the honour of commandkig the Bucentaur 

on the annual marriage of. the Doge to the 

Adriauck : it is a fingular thing in his office^ 

that he is obliged to engage at the peril of his 

head, that no ftorm fhali difturb the Adria- 

tick on that day. This is an oadi regularly 

tdcen) but the folemnity is on Aicendon- 

day, and it is a calm feafon. The convent 

of St. George is one of the nobleft and moft 

^ el^ant ftruftures in all Italy ; it is built on a 

plan of Palladio's : tt has been a religious 

faoufe of very early Handing; fome of the 

Doges have retired to it; and particularly Pe« 

ter Ziani, who after having let fire to it, and 

defiroyed many of die religious in it, in ven- 

gemce for. a fim being kill^ by a dog bdodg^ 

log to the place, rebuilt it» and throwing off 

the 
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the purple, itclred to ity and added greadf txi » 
its extent and piofieflions. 

The church is fpU of noble monuments: 
the fadiers fhcw the reliquc^ of St; Stephen, 
the firft Chrtftito martyr, which they hold 
indlinaable. I was more plealed wifli a'fm* . 
gularity in one of the tbitnbs, than with ilmott 
any thing I faw there. In the marble widi 
which the Maufolcum of the Morofini fanuly 
are commemorated^ therfr are ibme accidental 
veins which carry a ftmftge refcmblancc to 
certain animals and vegetables, pcrfe&ly the' 
cffed of accident, bur fo like that it extreme-^ 
]y fiirprizes one. In the choir there is atfe a 
ftran^ piece of curioflty^ a carving in wahart 
tree, die whole life of St. BcnediS:. It was 
executed by a youth of Dutch cjrtraftipn. 

One of the fineft paintings I have feen iar 
Paola's marri^e of • Cana. It 4s in the Re- 
fcftory. You know that paim«: took {m€bj^ 
ary at Venice, on occafion of an unhappy ac* 
ddcnt-, it was duriflg this time that he paint- 
ed this pidure. What will y6u f*y td hear, 
that the price paid for doing one of thofineflf 
pictures in the world, was about an EngfijQi' 
/hilling a day, and ^liis victuals ?. ^ 

The martyrdoan of St.iStepfeert, and St. 
George killing the dragon, »e alfo noble pie- 
ces, preferved herev they are bf Tintoret. 
The cieling of th^ library is finely painted^ 
and the fubjcfts properly cbofen. The whole 
hou&, indeed^ is one of the mod pompodi' 
K z and' 
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and elegantt as well as of the richeft placed 

1 have fein, or that I cxpcd to fee. 

LETTER LVni. 

AT Venice one hardly fees the face of i 
woman that one may not have if one 
has a mind to it. You are not to fuppo(e fix)m 
this, that all the Venetian women are whores, 
but whores are the only women atVenicc^who 
fiiSer one to fee their faces. One fees whole 
companies of thefe at their doors and win- 
dows, painted and decorated to invite their 
cudomersi but it is a very unlafe traffic. 
There is no maldng a miftake about thefe la- 
dies. I remember a young fellow of our 
acquaintance once picked up the duchels of 
♦ * * for a common proftitutc, at one of 
the public places, but here there is no pofli- 
bility of fuch an error. In England, if I 
miflake not, the common women affei^ to 
dreft like the people of fa&ion, and the people 
of fafhion have too much complai&nce not 
to return the compliment by drcfling like 
them 'f fo that it is not only tiie duchefs I have 
mentioned, whom one might millake for one 
•of them, nor, I think, is Fanny (does Ihe 
yet live and Ihine?) the only one of her fra- 
ternity that one may take, at an oratorio, for a 
duchefs. In Venice ibc women of this ftamp 
wear the gaudieft colours, a^d Ihew their 
necks toz great depth -, on the contrary, all 
the won^m of virtue go covered up with a 
veil^ fo as only to have room to peep out and 

fee 
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jfec the way, and they are all habited in Waclc r 
they are not bchind-hand with the others, I 
am told, in the ufe of wafhes and paint, no 
one can hardly fay to what purpofe. At church 
nobody fees their faces, and in the gondolas 
they are covered up. The young ones are 
put very early into monafteries, and are either 
taken out to be married, or take the yefl 
without any farther acquaintance with the 
world. 

I think in England we are gettihg^ apace 
into the making marriage a mere bargain ritv 
Venice they havt; reduced tt abfolutdy to that 
fituation, and, I think, they have a merit 
'much greater, than we can boaft, in the con- 
ftffing it. They do not pretend to any matter 
of choice or affeftbn between the hufband 
and the wife. The bride docs not fee the 
bridegroom till he is to be made fo. The 
parents make the match, and they take care 
k (hall be a rich one : after this, if he chance 
to like his wile, there is no harm done ; if 
nor, it is juft as eafy on both parts. What 
is the lady's relief, indeed I know not; but 
the hufband kee^s his courtezan, and cuftom 
has taught the wife to acquiefce in iti oftea 
they arc very well* acquainted^ 

It is not only the married men at Venice 
who have thefe private courterans ; the boys 
are allowed then* by their parents: a father,, 
or even a good confiderate lady mother, will 
provide for her fbn as fbon as he difcovers any 
inclination that way : the bargain is made with 

* R 3 iiKne 
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fxM poor oeiehbour^ and an innocent daogb* 
cer is purchaled at a certain price, and at a 
ilipulated allowance: tbeyouns n)en of fa- 
jhion, all of them, have thele, and thoie 
wfaoie fortune^ will not allow it, join two, 
three, or four together in the purchafe^ and 
the expence of the fupport : the girl is kept 
as long, as (he is liked, or till the perfon mar* 
lies, and then fhe finks into one of the cona^ 
mon clais, and paints anid drcriies as they do. 

You would imagine, from this, that the 
Hate of love here, tho* very favourable tp 
the men, is limited in a very narrow verge 
wi;h regard to the ladies; bpt that does not 
fceqiaoiiQl.utely tp !;ie th^/rafe. The aufi^uc- 
rades here arie thiAga of which it is not inv- 
poiUble they may make their ufes.. After v>r 
.morrow is one of tbar pubUc rejoicing days» 
and I ihaii have^ an opportunity of giving 
^ou fome more dillindt account of their in* 
iriguingii at leaft I fufpe^ their freaoent 
meetings of thia ibm are npt without deugn % 
bm wiut i^fuibicioa (b^l be cevtainty beforp 
Jwrite. ♦♦♦ 

LETTER LIX. 

IHa^ fet the ro^iquerading of a private day 
but low in my eftoeoit in comparifon of 
that during, the (carnival > but! am at Sack a 
diftance in point of time from that, it is im* 
pofll le I {&)uld lee it. I fliall be in a very 
different part of the world by Qhriftmas. J 
have ^ only one of their kficr i«ndc3Lvous's 
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ciF this kind; but I Iwvc enQi^h. If the 
maiqueradcrs of the c&rnival afford more li- 
berties than that from which I have returned^ 
the mafqueradcs of the carnival arc inadtt& 
Thefe meetings are not, as with us, of a few 
people, and at a particular place : the whole 
city is in mafque, and in many places there ii 
no paffing for crouds. I do not know that 
they make any ufc of of thefe meetings for 
the intent I imagined ; there hardly fisems to 
be room forfcheming or intriguing; alt rs 
madnefs : I will not deny but there is mirth 
and jollity, but ib much folly and irregularity 
I never met with. 

' There is one circumftance, hon^ver, in 
which they are vaftly belter than ourmaiijiie^ 
fades, which feem but a paltry copy of them. 
They put cwi a new form of minawkh their 
new habit, and nothing remains of their orK 
ginal gmviry, referve or ftatelincfs: inEng^ 
land We can, at all times, diftingulfli the people 
tf great rank at a mafquenide ; notlmi^ t^ib 
common as to fee a ftatdy ftaiking awkward 
thing of fafhion parading in one part of the 
room, or two or three of the fame referved 
appearance aflTembled in another, and nobody 
preiliming to fpeak to them. Thefe people 
deny themielves thepleafureof a mafqu^ade, 
iind pftevent others ftom having it inth^ per« 
fetflion on which its whofe 0)^1 depends) but 
this is not the cafe at Venice : no people on 
earth are more jealous of their honour, or 
more proud of thek* rank than theVenetiahs oh 
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all other occafions ; but at a rnaiquerade it is 
for^t ; CTcry thing is upon the level. The 
babie of the nobleman^ with them» is like that 
of the domino with us, or rather, 1 Ihoold 
fay, like what that of the domino was with 
us, for now half the pec^le in the place wear 
them. It is the dreis that a perfon pots oa 
who has a mind to be an klle fpeftator ^ but 
then» as it b not reicrved to the noblefle, but 
every man wears it who has a mind co be idle, 
no particular refpefk is paid to it, nor does 
any one guefs, th^t any particular perfon whom 
he meets in it, has a right to refpcct barefaced. 
Tliere is another circumftance m which 
their maiquerades alio entiiely take the fupe- 
riority over ours : the chara^ers are vaftly 
more numerous than in ours, and every man 
aAs up to that which he alTumes : if you fpcak 
to a luirlequin, you find him as whimfical as 
a Frenchman, and as full of blunders as an 
Irifhman : the lawyer is a difputant, and the 

})hyfician a pedant. There is a great deal of 
pirit in the dilcourfe : thofe who are not<}ua- 
kfied to fupport it properly, decline it, but 
even that with feme cxcufe in charafter. 
Whenever you meet with one who will talk, 
you are fure to be entertained. I have heard 
more wit in tha day of jubilee, than I evei: 
met with in a week, ekher here or in any other 
place. It is odd to fee fo grave a people as 
the Venetians naturally are, become alert and 
fpirited immediately (XI hiding their face^i 
but it is fo. One fees fom^thing like this juit 

at 
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dt the entering one of^our o#n maiqiierafdes^ 
but that fort of plieaiantry and jollity, which ~ 
^oes off after a fewmihuoes widi us, kfts with 
chem throaghout the time; 

Tlicir optras, comedies, and pthto public 
4div)erfions, are ali in their fplendor aifo at 
thefe ma^iqueradetimos.. I have heard fome 
exquifice rnudc at ohei of them^ but to me 
^here is fomething of eafe and nature in the 
Goadoliens (mging,. diat has a charn) beyond 
it, or beyond any thing. You will under- 
'ftand me, and perhaps agree with me* when 
you recolfe?Jt the Scotch aire of our own couor 
try, and the £llen a Rooir ttf the Iriih ^ they 
jcem native, and there is a grace and ea& in 
them, thedefe<ftof which cannot be Aippiied 
Jby any thing adventitious. Nothing can be 
&) contemptible as the comedies here. Their 
DoAor, Uieir old Rich^ CuUcy,» their Harle* 
^uin andtheirSharperarcftanding^cbarafiiers^ 
and they fpeak much, the fame ftuff, be thi: 
play what it will :. for* the reft^ it is well thsitl 
people faw the play I was prefent at in mafks, 
for it would not have been eafy for the Wd- 
men to have ftood it barefaced : fucb a he;^ » 
of dirty and unineahing obfcenity I never < 
heard or m^t with on any occafion.. 

If' I had. been urcd with* the iamenc&of* 
what I had ieen abroad,, the.diverfions within 
doors did not at all. relieve me from the difi> 
gud. There was ftiJl le&.to be done at thefe 
emeixainments,^ people paying top tnuch aCp* 
'tention CO dieia to take mocfainotkqi Qf om^ 
' ^ ^5^ ano^er^ 
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another. I had I7 ao mauis ibdod m cst« 
peftatioiif of intngoe and raiUery aniwercd 
abitNid or here, but I had not yee teen all. 
Some pec^e who were over me ac the ^y* 
talked of g^ung to a ridotto. I expe&ed it 
would have been neoeflary to change my dfcfi^ 
but I feUowed diem, and foond they Altered 
\ they were. The ridottos in Venice are 
iming-hoafes: people make thofe in Eng- 
nd fj^ but it is the Icheme and intent heie^ 
and they do it without pullii^ off the maik. 
i found we were in the hoofe of ibme noble- 
man. A perfon of falhion kept the bank, 
lud I foltowed my companions up to it, and 
pJayed. I was' not fafiered to lofe a great 
idead, fbr the matter of the ceremonies dit 
miffed us a few minutes after I joined the party. 
This is a privilege they take when they dunk 
proper, ind you generally lee every hcc dif- 
contend but dieir own. I do not know how 
they manage it, but them&lves ieem almoft 
iiie dnlv people who are winners. 

While I was at the table I ohferved, anx>ng 
^he croud that were abooc me, a young fellow 
cf (pirit addreifing and teazing a woman who 
itemed a very agreeable one, and who only 
leemed out of humour with him, for (he did 
not cbufe to avoid him. The moment I 
iNToke up I faw two or three naore fuch pan- 
Iks: I began to diftover, that thefe were the 
places of that intrigue which I had looked 
Ibr in vain, but that becaufe I had looked for 
it under wrong drcumftanccs. I kqpc my 
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«ye updn the wonum till I fing^ed Got one of 

a charming figure and gtieac iprightlinefi. I 

pm on a ^€nch freedom, and threw my&lf 

into her company. She rallied me very prct- 

dlyi but ihe received me : ihe heard me &y 

all the fofr, and fome of the warm^ words that 

a fpirit of intrigue could dictate: ihe laughed 

at me, but fiill fhe heard me. I, waited on 

her to the place of fweetmeats % I courted, I 

complimented, and I intreated in the beft laa-> 

guage I was mafter of, and I began to be not 

utterly without hopes of fucce^ing: I was 

very earneft for an appointment, and was not 

without expeftation of it, when M — ^s, wHo 

would not let me go alone to a olace of this 

•kind, as he had no tafte of relifti for it him- 

felf, came up. to me with great diftrefs and 

terror of countenance, to tell me that tlri^ 

was a woman of the firft faftuon, whole huf* 

band was prefenr, and who was, at this tini^, 

watched by a couple of bravoes, who would 

murder me the inftant they found an oppof- 

tunity. I was ladghing whcnM-^i^^-^s pointtkl 

totheauthorof his information, a peribn in 

agentcci habit in that part of the room where 

he had been ft^nding, arid the peribn bowed 

by way of affiant. 1 left the tady for a mO'^ 

' ment to hear the reality of this, and was ^ 

thoroughly convinced of it, that I thanked 

my unknown friend with great finccrity, and 

returned to her flo more. I cbuld dldinguiih 

by heir nunner, that ihe was difiatisfied'with 

k>iH)g lYiie *, Ihe Ki^e kmut tolerably free ate- 

1^ terfnpts 
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Ttempts togit die back» butm ynkk. I thanlir 

cd jny ftars for my efcape : but what do you 

imaginp was the truth of the cafe ? Hum- 

bci^(gH)g is as much a cuftom in Venice as it 

is in London : I had only bunted down the 

game for another. I law my excellent .good 

friend take . my place with the lady ^ and I 

now find his adnuuution was only a Mohawk 

ftory to get her away from me. The race of 

bravoes and aflaflins has been many years cx- 

tinft at Venice, and the whole was a fcheme 

of an idle and amorous Italian, to get a wocnaa 

who was in a hunoour to intrigue to change 

' ber otgcd. I was fairly taken in, and was 

die only perfcxi who had occaTton to be out of 

bomour. My miftrefi had her gallant -, and, 

if I am rightly informed of the cbarader of 

the Venetian ladies, that is all that was necei^ 

firy \ one gallant does as well as another. 

Poor M -9 confcffcs great indignation at 

baving been made the dupe to fuch an enter 
prife. He was very happy in the opinion of 
having returned me the obligation of laving 
a life i but his indignation is notkfs than his 
joy was at the firft. He has-made me very 
.merry with hbcurfes upon aH whores, intrigues 
and liars ; but he advifes n>e very honeftly tao 
avoid a fcrape of this kind for the future, for 
the next may be real. * * * 



I 



LE TTER LX. 

Am grown extremely pleafed with water 

carriage. A bark has canied me along 

» the 
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^tke.plearac^: Toene imaginable to FerfafflC 
I do not know whether the heat 4oes not 
add tothepleafure one has m this kind of 
conreyance, under the reflexion of the diP* 
.advantages that would attend any. other. I 
•have no great joy in Fcrrara ; it feemsa ddb* 
late place. I thought Padua but ireryj ill in- 
habited ; but the wafte ftreet in Padua is bet- 
ter than the bed I have yet fcen in Ferrara. 
The pope is not a good matter : while it was 
under the commanQ of the dukes of Ferrara^ 
princes of the houfe of Eile, there was not, 
they tell me, a more flouriihing city in Italy ; 
but there is a fhrange change in the face of 
afiairs fince the change of the pojQeflbr ; most 
depends on this than one would imagine. The 
country about Ferrara is richer from nature, 
than any part of Italy that I have yet feen j 
but no body thinks- it worth while to culri- 
vate it. The city is large and handfbme, and 
well (ituated, but no body cares to live in it. 
This is the prefentftate of it, and there is no 
vifible caufe for it but that which I have af- 
iigned ; a caufe better i^iderftood, perhaps, 
under the popifh government than out of it. 

Though the ftreets of Fcrrara are thinly in- 
habited, there do not want oligedts for the 
ftiranger's curiofity. The great ftreet is a ve- 
ry broad and pompous one, and at the end 
of it one fees a little tower where they keep 
guard ; it is not particular, in any thing but 
from its fituation ; it has a very good effedb. 
There is a ftrcu; of aa krgp extent and regu* 

« ^lar 
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lirbatldiiig^dttcraQbsthis; dbe vieirsait 
cleganCy and there is m body to incemipc the 
▼iew of them: I never iaw a feenc of fuch 
ddfohubB* You will reoolleft the difierenoe 
between the Strand in cbarcfa-time <» a Son- 
day^ and theStnuid on any other day of the 
week ;. bat the difference is lefs than between 
the appeanuioe of the ftreets of Ferrara, and 
Aok of any other place you have ieen. 

The churches are not lo much omainented 
4IS is generally the cafe in thofe of Italy 9 but 
they have that which is worth feeing : the 
dome is a good building : over-againft it I 
was ftopped to fee two ftatues^ and peniied 
them with great pleailnre ; they are equeftrian 
ones, and are of bronze: they commemoniie 
,two men of quality of the Ferrarefe family, 
;one of whom is called in ttie infcription, ter 
pacts M^or. The church of St. Maria in 
Vado is a good one^ and I was greatly pleafed 
.with the paintings in it ; the more fo, as ad- 
ditionally to their merit, they had the fingu- 
>]arity of being by hands we are little acqoaint- 
,cd with* There is in particular a large hiftory 
by Carpacio, painted in 1508, and in a very 
/beautifiil manner. In the church of St. Fran- 
cefco we were fhewn a chapel, painted in fref- 
€0, in 1524, by Benuvento de Garofalo. I 
ihould have taken it for one of Raphaels. 
One would call it one oi his ; there is fo much 
m£ hb fpirit and noanner in it, that the mif- 
tskt almoft does honour to the perfon who 
snakes it* . Boim^ a name one fcaroe hears d, 
. A has 
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im tflicnoitiliied himfeif by a {N&dhg in die 
fatme church, a miracle of Sc. Anthony of 
Padua. It is pity but the fubje£l were worthy 
the execution. The dory is a miier dyii^ : 
his heart was found among his money : the 
Jbinx pots the heart in its place again, and rt^ 
ftores the man to life. It were good nattued 
to fuppofe thefe reprefematbos ' allegorical % 
but the mob would murder the man who 
ihould prefume to doubt that they were real. 
The priefts do not believe any thing of tb^ 
abfurdities: they have fiunedmes bttn fb free 
to confels it was to deceive the vulgar, Mod 
that itanfwered a good end, in keq>lDg up 
their fjHrit of devotiop : but they feemto &r- 
:get the admonition of Sc Paul, *^ That men 
.are not to do evil that good may come of it/^ 
In the Scula delk Madona delta Circumci- 
Jiohe, fo called froma pifture theie by Lewis 
.Carrachi, I had thegreateft pleafiire; it was 
in ftudying this famous pieoe. ^ There aie 
Xome others very worthy notice ^ but diaesc* 
feeds, I think, all I have feen by the iame 
\band. , 

The Palace of Diamonds was fo finuiding 
a name, that not intending to fiay any great 
lime in this defolate dty, I huniedovcrfome 
.things very worthy a loiter attention, in oc^ 
<ier to get at it; It has its name, not from 
rany thing that I had ima^ned, or that yoa 
naturally would imag'me from the import of 
'fo founding a word: there is a fort <i ruftic 
4m the OQme> in which the fovcnd ftovws 
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pnqjeft ia the oianner of diamonds : thk hab 
given it the title. Within it is not worth 
notice. •^ ♦^ ♦ 

LETTER LXL 

BEFORE I mention to you any thing 
that regards^ this place, let me tell 
you of an incident at the lafV, which I have 
cfcaped by accident, and which makes me 
BOW ihudder at the recolIeAion. A poor 
Swifsis juft arrived here with a dillocated 
iioulder, and inamiferaUe condition in the 
•riier. He has fufiered a difcipiine which I 
JkuI as much title to, and oo which it would 
kive been eafy to have condemned me« 

k k a. cnftom in the towns of France and 

Icily, to give in one's name to* the gover aof. 

• h is a piece of troublefbme imperdnence,. and 

one generally gives in a wrong one. I have 

. in- moft places made ufe of yours^ M 5, 

who is as well covered from curioficy under 
his own as any other, has generally, I believt 
jalways, ufed it. He would, have efcaped^ 
therefore, a very horrible accident, under 
which I know not how it happened that I did 
.not fall at Ferrata. The giving in one^s 
jiame is a matter of mere* ceremony, and the 
formalities that follow it are not regarded^ 
We had a.pernii(Eon to (lay ten days atFer- 
rara ; but not intending any Hay at all,, wc 
had never looked into it, odierwife it feems 
.we (hould have feen the order. The poor 
Swiis had, according to the CQmmon cuftona 
. ^ . ift 
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In other places, alfo given in a wrong names 
and had as little knowledge of a regard to the 
matter of the permiffion as we. In his pa- 
perS) which he had kid in his window, there 
appeared a commiffion for fome trifling af- 
fair, with a name expreffed in it different froqa 
tliat which he had given in as being his. The 
perfon who had made the difcovery, read 
over the governor's permit to him, the form 
of which exprefled, that if any perfon (hould 
give in a fulfe name he ftiould pay fifty crowns, 
and have three jerks of the cord. Far from 
being poffcffed of the fifty crowns, the poor 
devil had not the five for which the accufer 
promiicd to drop his evidence, and fmother 
the matter. He was bid before the gover- 
nor I the £dO: was proved, and the not being 
gble to pay the five, added to the feverity of 
the punifliment. His arms were drawn be- 
hind him, and apully fattened to his wrifts) 
he was then drawn up by a cord to the height 
pf twenty-five foot, and let down again, and 
flopped with a jei*k. This was repeated three 
tHTie$, and then the poor creature fufiercd to 
go about his bufinefs. There is fomething in 
the wanton cruelty of this, that (hocks one. 
I have efcaped, without deferving that good 
fortune any nv>re than the Swife, and I have 
made him ^ prefent of what would have been 
tny fine, whicli to people of fortune is fifty 
crowns extraordinary in place of the piiniflw 
men^. But the ftorm is paft, and I write to 
yoa fjt>i3Q p<)frt« I write from Raveona^oacs 
i. ♦ a ^rr^ 
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t pore, ill another fenfe of the word, but now 
no more fo, nor carrying the marks that if 
ever was. Wc have heard much of the en- 
croachments of the fea in iome parts, and of 
the increafe of the land in others ; but I know 
no where that one kts it more diftinftly and 
perfcdiy than here. Would it not furprife 
you to think of one's coming to a famous 
port by land, from an impoflibility of getting 
at it any other way ? But this is the cafe. A 
branch of the Po brought us to Alberto, with* 
in ten miles of this place •» the reft we were 
obliged to ride, and that dtfagreeably enoi^h, 
through anEngiifh rather than Italian coftntry 
in appearance, at leaft nature has left it focb* 
It is all ridi to a great degree, but mlierably 
lincuklvated. I fmiled, as we approached 
Ravenna, to hear an obfervation of my friend 

M^ s : he is fond, in the greateft degree^ 

ef fheWing his discernment ; and he took oc« 
cafion to teU me, that he knew this land td 
have been once overflowed by the fea, by the 
plants which grew on it. 
* ^ <* It is not only, laid he, the abiblute inha^ 
bitants of fait water that mark the places wher^ 
it comes: its influence reaches many miles 
within the Und, and difclofes itfelf in others % 
and there never fail to be marks of its having 
covered a fpot, though now dry, in the peco- 
liar.vegetables which nature produces on Jl.** 
He pro^eded to tell me, that he found the 
influence of the fait water in our own country 
always reached four or five miles» and (hewed 

. ^ inaf 
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idelf in the dams which grew in that extent^ 
jas well on the higheft hills, as in the level 
ground : •' In £0e3r» faid he, it is not only 
when we approach the Tea coaft, and fee the 
iea wormwood and fea orracbes growing bf 
the fides of ditches^ that we know the water 
to be fait ; the peculiar trefoils on the. hills, 
and a number of other fmall, as well as larger 
.plants^ fpeak our coming within the diftancc* 
of fo many miles as I have mentioned* And 
as to grounds at ibme time overflowed^ and 
yet within the diftancq I have allotted, the 
lea gra0e$ and the fca plaintain, among a num* 
. ber of other equally peculiar plants, never 
iail ff> declare it. I have for thefe two mile8» 
oonchided my (fgjaciQus friend « met wMi the 
remoter inhabitants of theneighbouitboodsof 
the fea, whence I kno]w we cannot be moss 
than five or fix miles from it; at this titM 
ihere are about ipe all the common .native 
.of dry deep iparlhes* {md once overflowed 
countries." I fmiicd At the perpkxtties into 
.which the fondnefs for a peculiar Aiidy will 
Jead inen, in recounting its advantages: but 
I had no ceafon ; we were in a very little time 
fit Ravenna ; and hiftory declares, that what 
my frii^d conje<3:ared ftwn the. produds of 
|he foil» was in r^ity once the fituadon of 
ibe place. 

Ravenna, once the mod fanaous of all the 
Koman ports on the Adriatic, is now an in»^ 
land towa. It ii in all parts at leaft.four 
iBiles from thefe^a Raveona» which: Ai^uf* 

• . m 
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fus made one of the ftations of the Roman 
gallits ; how does one dare to look abouc it, 
and fcek for the fea in vain I Rairenna, found- 
ed, as we are cold^ like Venice, on piles in 
the niidft of the fea, now (lands upon very 
good ground ; and the land between ic and 
the Adriatic, is ibme of the richeft and molt 
fruitful in the country. 

It is an odd fight, to be led to view a ha- 
ven in the middle of a good field, yet this » 
the cafe with that, in which the naval force 
of the conquerors of the world uied to ride. 
AH is dry knd for miles about it; but the 
form of the place is eafiiy traced, and there 
«yet remain even the iron rings to which the 
veflels ufcd to be fixed. At about two miles 
from the town are the remains of the famous 
light-houfe or pharos. There is probability 
oT their having felefted a higher fpot <k 
ground than the common level to build this 
upon, but no fuch matter appears at prelene. 
The foundations are covered to the depth of 
(bme feet with earth, and yet they are no 
more than upon a level with the fields. Tliis 
earth about the pharos, as well as that which 
fills up what was once fo confiderable a haven^ 
mdfthave been originally brought thither by 
the fea, whicK ^ ^ ^^ waihed up more and 
more of it, has retired farther and farther 
from the place. It is finguhtr, that this is 
the richeft land about thea>untry, though all 
is tolerably rich : and ic is remarkable aII<H 
that the vegetables which grow in the neigh* 

* bourhbod 
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lj0urhdod of the fea, and which generally in* 
dicate a barren land, are the produce of this.- 
One (tares to fee in every part of this fertile 
ipot, vegetables that elfewhere diftinguifh a 
poor one ; but they^ are luicariant to a furpriP 
ing degree. 

The itmains of the pharos fpeak it to have 
been a very confiderable building ? Pliny men- 
tions it as fuch ; and its important ufe de- 
manded that it Ihould be no le6. The dia- 
meter of the part of it which yet remains is 
feven and thirty foot. The Romans, at the- 
time when it was erefted, were fufficiently 
mailers of proportion ; and we may know 
from this what it was, 

I have been viewing the environs of a city^ 
©nee furrounded with the ocean (tho* now at 
fo confiderable a diftance from it) with a An- 
gular pleafure. Every thing joins in attefting 
the trudi •, and my laugh at my good friend, 
who now points me out more and more proofs 
of thefeft from the vegetable produce of the foil, 
is turned to a kind of veneration. This is a 
ufe of botany, that a man lefs than a matter 
of it would not have thought of ; but it is 
certain, and may at times prove important. 

4fe Mt 
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LETTER LXIL 

RAVENNA, fo celebrated of old, and 
which, in commemoration of thofe times, 
has at this, period the epithet of Antica, is no 
inconfiderable town. It is a city, the fee of 

an 
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tn aichbifhop, die rdfidcnce of a cardinal fe- 
gate* and the omiul of the province of Ro« 
mania. Thoi^h it does not Hand as for- 
merly, like Venice, in the Tea, it is eticom* 
pafied by two little rivers, and has the Adri- 
atic within four miles of it. Though it is of 
fome confequence at this time, it is hading to 
lofe it I and H!b indeed loft fo much of that it 
once poflefled, that one can fcarce believe it 
the citf one readl& of fo flouri(hing a few ages 
ago. The church is a very ill mafter : the 
towns I have yet fecn have all been declining 
ftom the time in which they fell under itiS ju- 
rifdiAlon, but none more than Ravenna* 
Though it ftands on fome extent of ground, 
the building are in general mean, and the 
ftreets, even the beft of them, but very thinly 
peopled. 

The cathedral is air old Gothic ftru<5hire^ 
but with nothing very elegant about it : the 
moft elegant part in it is the double row -of 
pillars on each fide of the nave fupporting the 
roof; they are of Grecian marble, and make 
a grand appearance. The roof is Mofaic, 
and the materials are good, but the defign has 
no great inerit ; the floor alfo is Mofaic, but 
there !s Icfs merit in the defign in this thaa 
above. There are few fixufturcs of this kind, 
however, that will not afford matter of enter- 
tainment to a perfeftly inquifitive genius. 

You have read, that at the temple of Di- 
ana at Ephefus, there was a fl:air-cafe made of 
the wood of the vine. 1 believe you have 

laughed 
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Uughcd at the account j I am very furel have*; 
and I remember to have met with more mo- 
derate people, who have fuppofed it an error 
in the name, or in our acceptation of the 
word : I am alhamed of myfelf fo? the readi- 
nefe of doubting what did not fuit with my 
own ideas, barely bccaufe it did not. . The 
church I have been examining (hews, that all 
which has been faid of the toir-cafe, and 
much more, may be true in the literal fenfe of 
the words. The great door of this cathedral 
is made of planks of the vine, and is fufiici- 
cnriy ftrong. Many of the planks. are twelve 
foot long, as many inches broad, and two or. 
three inches thick \ the wood is tolerably lb- 
lid, and the grain beautiful. The foil about 
Ravenna is particularly favourable to vines, 
which is Angular enough, for it is rich, and 
they in moft places thrive beft in a poor c^e. 
We throw in mbbifh, and every kind of ftarv- 
ing materials, to impoverifli the ground in 
which we are about to plant them ; but the 
fertillity of the land about Ravenna carries 
them to dimenfions that aftonifli one. I have 
been fhewh the ftocks of fever^, to convince 
rne of the poflibiliiy of the planks of die 
door being truly what they are called, and I 
am perfe<fUy convinced of it. 

Though there is not any thing very lingu- 
lar in the church itfelf, there is a chapel in it 
which gave me agreat deal of pleafure. The 
altar-piece is painted by Gutdo, and is equal 
10 ahnoll any thing I h^ve feen from that ma*. 

fterly 
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fterly hand ; the llory is the gathering of 
manna in the wildemeu. You have heard the 
turbantia of thb painter, in the St. Michael 
de Boico at Bologna, highly celebrated -, there 
is a head in this piece laid to be like it : if 
the other be like this^ it dcferves ail that has 
been laid about it. But I am yet more ftruck 
vith another figure, lefs regarded, I am told, 
by the generality of thofc who fee the pidbire ; 
it is a woman, with a veflel of manna upon 
her head : there is an eale and beauty in the 
attitude that one rarely fees, and the head has 
all that fimplicity and delicacy of air, that 
diftinguiihes this matter. The cieling is paint* 
ed by the fame hand : the ftory is our Saviour 
in tlie clouds ; the crofs is in his hand, and 
there are a number of angels about him : the 
&ce of our Saviour has a placid dignity, that 
is very charming: but the principal figure 
for that elegance and grace fo peculiar toGuido, 
is the archangel Michael ; one fees in this 
pidure ibmewhat of that divinity and grandeur, 
which the ancients fo highly reverenced in the 
works of the famous ftatuaries. It is more 
than mortal, anchyet the figure has all the hu- 
man proportions. 

The unfortunate faint Vitalis made a piti- 
ful end : the good man, for he was once no 
more, whatever be his prefent elevated ftation, 
was drowned in a well. A church is built to 
him over the inaufpicious fpot, and the fa- 
crilegious well is kept open behind one of the 
altars ^ but the death or the faint,, like that of 

our 
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«dr Winifred, repaia tOk ^.orW for nisbfs hy 

the advantages which acchied frd?[> it T|v5 

Abater cures all the diicws fince that tini9> 

and is the great medicine at Raveixna, Iflwre 

is fome managemc;nt in thjs which the h]^oi^ 

do not fee : t& churchmep fiiltribute ^d yf^ 

ter, and they give it^dhly'tOj.fucnpebo^ ^ 

they pleafe. {It purges v. Mt ^whethe): . ^ )t^ 

natural to it, ox owing to' fome addition^dm 

the holy hands> is not eafily knpwo* iTnejfe 

are diforders in. which a pxirging ^ya^er nwy 

do'lerviqe^ and, it \$ e»fy forJthjelc.gpod »j?p 

to have fome fcoattarer iii phyfick at hai^d^^ 

teirthcm what thefe^re,. and. to* dif^ft ^cir 

giving the fectecf fprioR^tb pp ptbea. U k 

niifs, why pedple muff aie at one time or a* 

ther, in fpite of all the modieines in the wprldL 

If it be. given to awrong perfon^aod agpin.i 

their orders,, and l^iUs^. why the death is the 

punilhmeat of .the fecritcge* Therei^ ^ pio? 

ture in the church, reprelentiiig the deith of 

the faint: the iubjed: lis not a very favoiiraBle 

ojie jbutBarQccLo hasexecuiedit in fuc|i a 

QVtnner, as. to do both tfie faint and Jiimfelf 

credit. The. poets have a way of enhobfing 

little, or dilgifufHl events, which are neceflarf- 

to their ftoiy ks they .relate, them ; I find, the 

^ame- thipg is in. the power.of ipainters. I, have^ 

,iiot fe^h.many C{f BaroQcib^s piece*, hut what 

|I; hav^ are eycellent^ though none equal to 

jthi3 ; - there is a corre&ndS and judgment ex- 

^[)reffed in thedefign^ that charm the fye ac- 

^uftomed to lament the Vrant of thefc, even in 

I VOL. I. S fome 
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bme good inafteis, and as accuflx>iiied to ^ 
Terence them in the greatelt. The figures aw 
all graceful^ and theie is an elegance in the 
iRrhole piece tliat j>afe£Uy hides the poornefi 
of the iubjeft. It is not difficult to fee who 
^ere Baroccio^s favourite matters ; indeed he 
las lefi of theorigind in him than almoft any 
of the prindpal painters : you trace Raphael 
in the oudines and attitudes of his figures, and 
you Tee Cbrreggio in the colouring. He had 
ftudied too dofely to let Ws own genius take 
its full'tiatnral fwing : but whether fuch an 
imitation may not have been better than all 
the originalirjr he could have diftinguiflied 
himfelf by is not to be faid. What pieces I 
iiave hitherto met with of his, have been all 
either legends of this kind of fcripture hifto- 
ties: in feVeraldf the laft of diefe he has fuc 
ceeded to admiration. He fecms to have 
been an enthufiaft. It is laid he enjoyed but 
a very ill ftate of health, and employed all the 
intervals of. his illneis, in thefe iacred or pious 
reprefentations. His friends gave out, that 
he was poiforted at Rome by the painters a* 
mong whom he aflbciated , out of envy to 
his riling merit ; but this carries no probabi- 
Ety. He ftuck very clofe to his ftudies while 
a youth *, arid vee know that the poring eter- 
nally over wet colours, is but a very bad thing 
for the conftitution. In this fenfe he might 
perhaps be poifoned at Rome, for he ftudied 
tmny years there with an unremitted applica- 
tion. Had he left no pifture tjgefide the death 

of 
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oF St. Vitalis It had given him fuflfcient repu-^ 
cation to repay all the fatigae, and all its con^ 
Sequences. 

The filling up of the haven, and covering 
of the foundations of the pharos^ are not the 
only marks of. that gathering of the ^rth a- 
bout Ravenna, which has converted a fea-port 
into a city in the midft of a fertile plain : the 
Rotunda a little church, but more worthy (ee« 
ing than any thing in the dty, brings farther 
proof of it. This little church Hands with- 
out the walls, and at a fmall diftance from the 
old hayen, the place where the earth feems to 
have been thrown up in greateft quantities. It 
is a monument of filial piety not to be equalled 
in ^H Europe, though the-work of a people 
whom our civilized nations have been med to 
call Barbarians : it is a.maufoleum crt6ted to 
the mchiory of Theodorick by his daughter 
Amalazontha, who afterwards was murdered 
by the command of her hulband Theodat, in 
one of the iflands in the Bolfano. The church , 
is of a round figure, and confifts of a ground 
floor, and a ftory above it. The lower floor 
was pnce ufed for divine ftrvice, but at pre- 
fent the earth is raifed about the walls of the 
building almoft to the top of the doors, and 
the floor is covered to fome depth with water. 
The upper flx>ry is now ufed as a chapel. On 
the top of the dome there was placed a tomb 
cf porphyry,in which were contained the aflies 
pf the monarch. The French cannon, in the 
ficge commanded by Gafl:on de Foix^ damaged^ 
S z this 
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lihis iiHmiimeot ib muclit that it im tbmovcc 
iboaa&QryWdisQOWiQbefcenin awali in ano 
Cher part of the town ; but wedged in in iuch a 
m^UHier, diat ooly one 6df of ^larcc^hagiis 
is to hf leen, and that coofidembly dacia^d. 

The roof which was to fiippoit fo immenfc 
A weig^U 49thatof allthekHidQf marbiea- 
bout the fnCQLiiinent, it was* necd&ry fliould 
be ^ ftipiig one t ic is ib : it is indeed tlic 
greateft curiofity I hare ever fisen. The dia- 
OH^^Af the dmie on the infide is thirty .£[>ot; 
ftqm wkhoot it ir thirty eight-foot; and it is 
fom^ <nit of ooe candle &>ne. Tfaia vafl 
^nafs of entire rock wat ^mgioaUy about forty 
foot in diameter^ mid fifteen toot in deprL 
They haVfi ioOc^ apd holiow^it away^ till 
It forqis the entire dooie of dbe chuich^ and is 
a (hen of about four foot in thickndls. Such 
a ni(onutnent of art» as well as labour^ is jfearce 
any where extant. It is amazing to oonceive 
how they couki woik it ( ftiU more fb^ to 
imagine in what mann^ ikcf oould taiie and 
place it wk^e k now ftands. 

The wall in which the tomb^ once placed 
nn the top of t}iis dome, is now fixed, be- 
longs to a convent of the Soccohnti^ a place 
where this Theodoridc had a fiipeib palace. 
This was j^e Gothic Monarch, who wasfent 
by the emperor Zeno as • his:vicegerent into 
Italy, and partiocdarly commiflioned againft 
Odacer, king of the HeniH. He ibon goc 
rid of Aat enemy, and when he had done fo, 
^bliflied his own family <m the weftern 

throne. 
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Ardhe, ^hete tftcy reigned ditougfi i fiflWif^ 

fion of «ight princes, tiil extirpaied by ^li*; 

^rius and Nades. . . . 

The convent of the Th5;irines, fe a r6und 

building, as the Rotunda> but it is vaftly laiger^ 

It is buih on the model of the famous St. Slo- 

phia at Conftantinople. Placidia w^s the real 

foiindrefi of this church : fbe and her brother 

Honorius are reprefentcd in it in Imperial' 

rt>bes> at the ad of the coniecration. On the^ 

further fide of the garden is a chapel^ in wjkich 

there is alfo a ^ar deal more of Mofak w^k,* 

of about die lame time, and in \vhich there are. 

three marbfe iata^>}iagi ; they coii^in the. 

a&es of Pladdis, net ieccmd hilfbind Con* 

ihtntius Caefervand her fen Valentinian thd 

Third, id whom the weftern emjrire periflied. 

Maximus mordered him in revenge fdr a rape 

commitoed on his vnfc^ and ufurp^d the' 

tluxme; H« afterwards ioarrkd ifefe widoir^ 

dF the tmfenunatef pjrince v^ho)tk he had Mkd:> 

She it was* who inyitted Gefii^ie king* of t?fe^ 

Vandals thither, vA^ plUhJe^d Romei Sl^' 

; put an end to the welfefn eitopi*c. 

The tomb of Placidia has fuSeilSed feme injui^ 
; from the brutality of the German Lutherans 
I quartered at Ravenna^ in the emperor's, fcrvice, 
I during the bft war iAi Kaljr. They thought it^ 
I an a(5bof piety, todeHfoyanytnarks of acelcbrat* 
\ cdperlbnoftheRomifliperfuafion. Theroof 
j has fiiflferod aMb extremely by tiiemv They lifed 
I to divert thcmfelves wirii firing bullets at the 
i ]l^&ic^7««hwhichkisoAiaitaemedi Wefee^ 
J ; . S3, -liioufand 
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thottfitfid deplorable monuments of hoftile fury 
en the churches, not only of Italy, but of Eng- 
land, Probably one half of them have been 
owiqgy not fo much to the lavage difpofidoD of 
the conquerofSy as to this wicked wantonnels. 
There are two or three antiquidcs which I 
muft mention to you before I leave Ravenna. 
I have nsuned the church of St. Vitalis : under 
one of the porches of this edifice, I was led 
to a bafreliefi which, though the Cicerone did 
not fi^m to recommend as an object of any 
particular in^rtance, gave me very great 
pleafure ; it is in white marble, and a very 
beautiful block, but it has been injured. The 
figjres are numerous, and finely excecuted. 
You will judge of the others, when I tcU you 
that I immediately knew the face of Trajan. 
The fubjeA is a faaifice, and the emperor is 
repre&nted ofikiadng at it, in the habit and 
charafter of a high prieft. The veffel which 
contains the holv water is alio an andque, and 
not without its beauty ;, it is an um of ajaba- 
bafter. They teU a ridiculous ftory of ks be- 
ing found by a man, who dug i^n the ipor 
at no better an infti^don than that of a pi- 
geon's dipping its bill into fome water over 
the pla?e where it lay. They fay it was full 
of gfM and jewels^ and ihew fome which 
they pretend were a part of the treafure : but 
this is very idle. In the facrifty of the fame 
church, there are alfo two very n>agnificent co- 
lumns gf marble ; they are each compofed of 
one Tingle piccci and of one of ihf oriental 

kind: 
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kind : they muft have belonged to fome pom- 
pous edifice. Theodorick, though a Goth^ 
had genius and fpirit : there are many remains 
cf great buildings, which leem all to refer to 
his times : thefe pillars, and a number cf o- ^ 
thers in the cfiurch of Apolfinius (which 
ftands where a palace of Theodorick*s once. 
did) are certain^ proofs of it. Of the laft 
mentioned, there are four of porphyry, and 
two of the oriental alabafter, all of prodigi* 
Otis beauty. There arc in the cathedral, a* 
mbngthe great number of fiJlarsof the Gre-' 
cian marble, fome of alabafter 5 and' there aire., 
twa of thje Verde antique, in the church of 
St. John Baptift, which I takfe to be inefti- 
mable. . There are aJfo many farchophagi, 
and other remains of the times oiFthe lower 
empire. Among the modern TOemotiab ci/£ 
.this kind, I muft not omit toniention to yott 
that of Dante,, the Chaucer of Italy : it is a 
Gothic monument on the outfide of the 
church of St. VitaEs .* the epitaph is of his 
own compofing. Th^ reftorer of epic *po-, 
ctry was a facrifice 10 a mean cabal : while fie 
was employed in an honourable office abroad, 
h? was at home fentenced to it perpetual exile. 
Ravenna was the fanftuary to Which he re» 
tired. He threw' himfelf into the proteAioA 
of Gui de Polentano, lord of the place s andt ' 
under that authority wrote his poetos on Pa- 
radtfe. Purgatory and Hell. In thefe, as he 
was out of the reach of his enemies, he gave 
them noquarter : thofe who had confplred the 
S 4 aialu^ 
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m:^g him change his refidence, arp damned 
CO all ages in his writings: nor was the indig- 
nation of Francis the Firft, who cauled cer- 
tain lines to be» two centuries after, ftruck out 
of all the edidpns, any thing mo^e than a 
ccmfeflion that they were felt Dante mufi 
have rejoiced in his grave, to fee his juil re- 
icntnknt caoying its full fprce at fo coniider- 
able a diftance of time, againft the delcendan ts 
and fucceflbrs of thofe, who, when they in- 
jured the private man, did not remember that 
the mfuk would be refented' by the poet. 

Among the antiquities, which I have lefc 
t9 make t^ digreffion in ^avour of the au- 
thor, there aie in the church belonging to the 
Comddole^ mqnks, and dedicated to St. Ro- 
inamid, finir antique pillars of the Nero Bian- 
t^^ a majl^ c^eemed by many fiiperior to 
the porphyry or. granite ; they fuppbrt the al- 
tar. There is no end of the ple^re one has 
in viewing thefe churches. I thought at one 
tune that die buildings were {o much alike in 
gcMraly and their fiirniture ib nnich alike in 
moft of the pardcuh^ that when I had feen 
two or dute, the reft would be tedious. I 
Bnd it much pthorwife : I fee them ilill with 
nfew dclijght Perhaps my accounts of them 
convey but a very diiKant and itnperfed fketch 
of wlut fives me fo full a pleaiiue in the 
obfervadon. ff it be ib,/tell me fiankly ; and 
thou^ I (hall never omit viliting thdb^ my 
letters fhall ti«rn ^i^pon the ot{)ier otge^ that 
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IJimBt Riminu We^w^erc obfigfed to pafl? 
the Pifatella bf the way. We heard t^e' 
geople infome places call it tfie R^nanlft' 
Rtigone. Ic is the Rubiton 6ft the antiefit 
writers ; and, like many 'Other things: of pom- 
pous name among them, "makes but.^ Wry^ 
iiicdnfiderable figure, in domgariloii'wtiidir 
dcfcriptions of it. We drove the'c^afeibver 
it. One would in^agine^ by the epitltcts given* 
0t it by foj?ie of the ^ets* diat it was as hi^ 
as thie Rhine; buc wc arc paiticaiajrfy'ttndf, 
tiat* it was fwelled by melting of? the Tndjvif 
whenCaeferpafled its. This wa$ no contenip-' 
tible expedient of the poet;* who wa3 deter-* 
mined to make-cvery thing great whichrht re- 
cibrded of his hera Weare'not ccrta^i ac^' 
ter ally whether this* be the reaPRuliicdn ocf 
not • There are not wanting fqme, wHci con*; 
nend .for what is now called the Lufe-^einjK 
the Rivery fo named by the antientsi: Aftet* 
dly the buftle about Ca?lar*s paflSng^it fccms- 
an odd kiad of matter! If wc credit Sueto^' 
rfius, in thef fpeech he has put into his niwtfij^ 
dtere muft hare been a bridge over it r •* Itf 
i^ hot now 'too late to g6^back; but if wtp^(|j 
this Jitde bridge,, the ftvord muft decide .every* 
fature ftep."* It was indeed a thing of imf** 
portance,, of the utmoft importance to thc^ 
conqueror rand yet there required fonie adr 
drefe to bring it about, l^dmire the artJ- 
fjfce of the leader,, who, • as he'knew tehad^af 
■ '^ ' S 5 fijper* 
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fuper(ticiou$ people to deal with, threw the 
refolution into the cffcA of a prodigjr. Sue- 
Conius tells it with an air of reality and fa& ; 
but it is cafy to thofe who know the charafler 
of Csfar, to fee what it was. As the debate 
was held, a pcrfon of extraordinary .beauty 
appeared before them, fitting and playing on 
a pipe. Among the people who flocked a- 
bout him were ibme trumpeters ; he feized 
one of their inftmments^ and throwing away 
his pipe, fprung away to the river,.and found- 
ed a loud and ifax}ng blalt.^ Cx&r cried out, 
^ Let us go on ; the prodigies of the gpds 
join with the injuftice of our enemies, and 
bid us proceed : the die is thrown 9 the reft 
renuiins with fortune/* 

Rimini is another of the defblate cities of 
the Romania ; the ^pe is its mafter^ as he is 
of all the others which I have nan^ed on the 
feme occafion. It is of great antiquity : we 
hear of it in the Roman times as very cele- 
brated, and the feat of a confiderablc colony. 
Auguftus added greatly to its buildings ; . but 
its original is traced up much higher than his 
predcceifors , there is a tradition, that it was 
firft founded by the followers of Hercules. It 
is lamentable to obferve the fate of places of 
this fame and early origin. What was once 
one of the mod fiivouritc ports in Italy^ is no 
loDga: a harbour : the marble, with which it 
•^as built, is now to be found in the church of 
St. Francis ; and what was once a trading opu- 
lent 4nd crowded city, has nothing to do with 

commerce 
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idi cbmmercft, and is inhabited by a very ftw. 
: a jjiE very idle people. 

rc:ii It is not to be cx^nceived, what can have 
o'ccn driven pepple from thefe cities : the whole 
^ i: country does not fhew one more plealantly fi- 
nxar ttiatcd than Rimini. It ftands on a fevel piece ' 
:ri5:5 of extremely rich ground, juft by the coaft of 
'j^i the Adriatic, and is furrounded behind with 
■I an amphitheatre of nature'fe Formings The 
fides of hills covered with vines and fig-trees* 
are the continued profoeft. The country all' 
about is fruitful beyond that of the geiierality 
of Italy 5 bm the inhabitants areandmuftbe' 
opprejffed, and the expreflion of one of our 
tragic poets, ff^bat boneft man would tive he- ^ 
matbfucb rulers ? fcems the language of every ' 
heart in the Romania, * 

Whatever may be theiituatipn of the Ri- 
mini, in regard to its modern edifices, it boafts . 
enough of the antients v> excite and to reward 
the moft earneft curiofity. "We read of a . 
bridge of marble, built at Arminium : Ar- 
miniun) is Rimini : the. bridge yet ftands, .and ^ 
is a noble moiiiiment oF theRoriian tafte aiid^ 
iplendbr. It was indeed begun by Auguftus, 
but it was Tiberius that faw it finilhed. There 
is an infcription (till legible along the battle- 
ments which afcertains riiis* The bridge has 
five arches, and is a noble pile;of architedure. 
This is one of the four great bridges which 
Aujguflus defigned upon the Via Flaminia^ 
which at Rimini is joined to the iEmylian. 

• • - There 
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There is 9l£> a triumphal arcK eae£bed by 
Ai^uftuSt which at this time icnres as a gate 
cq thu town; itis aa.cdilke'at once fuperb 
apd eli^giU)^ in hi^U taftq^ and in tolerable' 
p(^fc4tio9* Behind the ^dcii of th^" ^Capu- 
ciOx^ there are the remains of an amphime* 
airc^ ithaaoeonalpadbusbne, buttheruins^ 
are confined to a very narrow compais, and 
put to an ill v& ; the^ make part oi the spx- 
oeawallof iJie reyeraad of tois-order. . It is 
at pleaiur^ ^to look bade into tbeie antient 
tm»s^ an4 read^jiatheir remains, much:mo£e 
aikhentifaHx than It ispoiBble to do. in hi- 
ifonea», the fate« the fortunes^ the alliances* 
4ir^ tj^e pnyate mendfhipi or aninioi&ties that 
yiift ))^tween mbnarchs and their Deople r 
prejudice ot rehality may have influenced 
WMt we i^d 1^ buj:- what we fee in this lond^ 
i| Depnd !ai)iKy aad beyond difoute. Where . 
St cbpci^es^with tuftory, it confirms and ai> 
titeiaucatesjtliieyond all other ievidence; where 
ttoHitf^i^i^ the whole is and ought CO be 

J Give ipele^Ye to indulge a contemplation ^ 
I' would call it an, enquiry; do you, if yoa 
p3k^9 name it a reverb on thk bccafionl By 
v&ax I have feen ia; RlmiMi) I am taugbt thai 
the city was a £ivouri^ of: Auguflus, and that 
the inhabitants were grateful for that honour* 
tfiikead of the hatri^d and ' animoiity which, 
Kowevei; concealed, pne may fee ia dbe'flx)ripa 
dfmaiiy places 'and of ipany kings,, we trace 
%C£^\ that mutual harmOny and aifedtion, 

i^ich 
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vrbichas^it ist&e happinefs^ is ef all thifig^ 
that Which tends moft to the ffo^j^mty 0f 
both; The bi^^ which ihe einpCrar builc 
fQr the dty, a vcdt of fo gmiit e)ij^|ence^ nn^** 
finiflied in. ib nphjie % maimer^ Ipfl^r l^ pc«*i 
cvdiar fricBdJbip he bore the p^o^k&vapd thtt 
tnomphal arch,. th& retniiinS'Of -whicbiace ]Fee> 
fcen m the gate of the cky that liaads toPe&ro^ ' 
d^Bcl^s the grarit|u4e of that pe^fki auskl' 
fpe^s their lo|V€ and it*v^repcc for Ac fovc-> 
re^f) who had diftingqilhed theoi by ibfi&f 
g%r favours. XHe bridge is not aU that rd* i 
ng^ins as a teftinipnyyof the todulgetice on die^ 
one part, nor is tH^ arch all the menttrial we- 
hwfc of the pfOf le^s Hefpedk fw hjfti on thef 
others The pecutiax* conduft in the fimfhhigp 
the F^s^Binian road up «o this citjr, is one o^. 
roany. other inftai^es which' Inight be piodtK' 
cedod the one p^; a»d theve isfao eiid ofi 
thofe on the other« . » 

A fai^ is tttus e^bliihed by i&d£||iiiAble' 
remains, and perfed infcripfions; kt'usfee' 
hpw it agrees with hiftory. Thofe wfio wrofis » 
tiie^jon^ls of that enHperor, and gaveanaor: 
co^nt of the e#lier' ftate^ 6f this ciifjt did not^ 
cj^a that we fhouW; twd thoufend' years; 
afterwards, be thus. comparing! theo^, antdi^ 
jq^igifng of them by: one another. It is trucj^ : 
that they confiirm it. They ciui indeed add) 
no ftrength to a teftitnoHy, in it&lf ft> pdaiit 
aind indifpucable, bi« ode is pkded to &er« 
them concur with one's owh opimony uii the 
i^ogth which, tbqy; afi^ilre &om the j^ee«. 
I f men{ 
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jAcnt is greats though that which they can 
give is nothing. 

Caco deduces the origin of Rimini from 
^e time of the Theban Hcrcuks. Livy <x>n- 
cun ^th Caco as to its rery' early a&ra ; and 
tells us, that it was made a Roman colony fo 
feon as in the dme of Appius Claudius and F. 
Sempronius, three centuries before Chrift« 
The hiftorians who relate riie events of the 
Carthaginian war, dcekre that Rimini ftood 
firmly by the fcnate during the whole courle 
€>f that perilous adventure, and even had the 
fortitude and reiblution to fend fbpplies to 
them, alter the fucceiles of Hannibal at Tra- 
bia and ThraBmene had terrified all the 
neighbouring country. A people thus early 
loyal, recommended themselves to an empe- 
for of Auguftus's difcernment more power- 
Iblly than all the court intereft in the world 
could have done it for them. He knew that 
virtues defcehd with the other inheritances to 
the chikken of the brave and good : he ac- 
counted them Brm and faithful, and he found 
them fo. Where there is true worth there is 
alfo gratitude: the virtues which Auguftus re- 
warded, bloomed with new glory under his 
aiifpices^ and the returns immortalifed his 
gpodne&, as .m«ich as their fenic;^ of it, who 
raifed fuch lafting memorials of them. 

I do not know with what eye you-may read 
a feries of thoughts like thefej but I fee their 
connection, and it is with this intention chat I 
Ikxly antiquities. I f^im^ think k a very 

poor, 
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L,^ poor, n6t to fay a childilh pleafure, to vkKt 
" over and over the fragment of a column, ot^ 
:. v.- the remainder of a. wall, merely as a work 
built at fuch a time ; but when it thus con^ 
firms feme old .opinion, or ftarts fonie new 
one, I think it a ftudy of a much more ufcf^ 
and ratipnal turn. 

I mult notclofe my letter without obferving 
to you, that the fca appears to have run away 
from thefe towns as welias Aeir inhabitants : 
^e Adriatic feems no more fond of the pope 
for a mafter, than do his mortal fubje^. Yoti^* 
will recoiled the fituation of Ravenna, be- 
tween three and four miles from that fea.to 
which once ii was a port, and a very fine one : 
the fame is the cafe at Rimini. Here are the 
remains of a port, and the fragments of a 
tower, which was once a pharos or light-houfe. 
The water is half a m^ile from it ; and where 
rfie waves once rofe there are now cabbages 
and broccoli* The land gained from the fea 
here, as at Ravenna,^ is partic4ilarly rich, and 
iprves the purpofes of the gardener better than 
almoft any in the adjoining country, thou^ 
all rich, and fertile beyond what is Common 
on this (ide the Alps. 

There is a pedeftajl of marble in the middle 
of the market place, with an infcription, that 
tells us it was on that C^iar harangqed his ar-. 
my after he had pafied the Rubicon. It is in 
(hape ibmewhat like a Corinthian pedeftal. 
But there is not all the certainty of this that 
^ey would have us believe. That Caefar was 
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it Rimlhi aBoiit the time irt whicfK Re fe iap*^ 
pofe4(ohave Ipc^en chi^ harangue, is cer- 
Mill I and iii his dommentaiy we have ah ac* 
tount of his makiiig afpeecK to his zmiy zz 
Ravcmifi ; but at Rimini ht ofily tells us,. 
Aat hc~ ftaiid to make fotee new levies, ahd ta 
call fome of his legions out of- their winter 
quarters. It is not unlikely, that an harangue 
might be made on the bccafioh v ^'d Celfiis fays 
thcs-c was orte. He adds,, that when he was a 
hoff a ftbrie was fhewn in the market-place, on 
which ^e Was* fluid to have ftood whcti he 
i^soke: The fa£i is hot of much confequencc v 
iRJt if it wec^y I IhouM not allow thisas any 
great evidertcd 

St* Anthony's gridiron is athing I ought 
sot to leave iriy fecoiint of Rtmini witbouis: 
snentsdfliD^ ttf you : tKey ffiew in the ' churck 
rf Ffmicfefeo the cell of St Antonio; the 
gridiron wds dri the floor, and the godd man- 
y^ to' lay Himfelf upon it,' in order to' keep* 
Him from going to deep at his meditations^ 
© gtorictos dfcvbtion ! when faitits cannot keep- 
thee up without thefe mechanical methods.. 
Wii6 fe'k thatd&res fl^^ at the Icvce'of his 
patron ; yet many fpendas large a-pordbn of 
ifceir timte' there > Saints muft be k^ awake 
by ardi^e, when they are paying honour to^ 
liieir Gad. The reirgioh which confeffes in 
kfelf this Wes^nefi,. ought to be careful hovr 
ttboafts.' J .**• 
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LETTER LXIV. 

I Have been vifitlng the fmalleft of all rp- 
publics. I diftinguifhed at fame diftahce, 
apd not \yithout difficulty, at the top of a Very^ 
high mountain, a town, the houfes and larger 
buildings of which feenied to be rather a faify* 
vifion, tlian .any to^n in reality. Venice ap- 
pearS) as one adv^inces toward i^, as if riffing 
out of the fea ; St. Marino fecms built among 
the cloud?. It; i$ not a ftrange thing here to 
fee mountains, whofe tops are above the 
clouds in their drdinary fitimtion^ it is the 
cale with that on which Marino Hands ; and: 
the whole town is on that part of it which ii 
in general fb ehconip^fred I never law fb 
lirange a profppa. That it was a 'town Wa* 
indi^utable. It was a very clear day in which 
we approached it, oiberwife, I fuppofe; a# 
this diftance We itioutd not have feen itat all| 
but for this advantage one fhodd fearce hav# 
feeia k from this pl^e. Another lii^ulkrity 
en theie efevations is,' that they ietain the 
fnows : the weather was warm and th^'C^unk 
try open im ^e lower paatSf hot w« fbtttiA it 
winter. at MaiiiM); fiidw lay'aU about the 
town. ' ' 

They hxve xH advsHHtagc of good odlars^^ 
tjie cooled perhaps in the world ^ and nUi'ture^ 
ff ems: in fbmb degree to have ptdvidied againft 
the cold of the iituadon, by giyiiig: tJlien^ 
good wine to put in tbeili. Tbefidie^ o£ 
theip mountains ace a vbry happy» iwl for viiie* 
- yards. 
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yards, and. the wine excellent^ Theugb ihc^ 
good lady has given them wine, fhe has left 
them to provide themfelves with water r 
there is not a fpring, lake or pond in a>I the 
place. Is not this a document to them to 
drink a liquor that is properer for fo bleak a fl- 
tuation ? But when will men liften to the dic- 
tates of nature, and reaibn ? They are at infi- 
nite pains to fave up the rain water and the 
meltings of the fiiows, and are fumifhed in 
fuffictent plenty, though not with any very 
fwect liquor, of this kind. 

You heard me call Marino the teaft re* 
public in the world ; you wil> agree with me 
that it is fb, when I tell you this mountain^; 
and three or four little hills icattered about its 
foot, are the whole territories. When thejp 
are in a humour to boaft, as Italians commen* 
ly are when they talk of the power and richer 
of their country, they tell you, that in the do^ 
minions of their republic you may count four 
thouiknd four hundred Ibuls: but they ro- 
mance in this; it is impoflible they (hould be 
ib many. 

Rome once was no bi^er than diis ; but 
St. Marino never will be any larger. See 
the coniequences of being born under fevour- 
i^ble or tin&yourable fiars. Perhaps there are 
better reafons : to be honcft is the way to 
ftarve : robbery and murder are the Ihort cuts 
to emineopc. Rome had its origin froni a 
parcel of outlaws, ibldiers, thieves and raviih- 
crs ; they were men defperate enough to at* 

tempt 
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tempt any thing, and there was nothing but 
force and rapine to cftablifti them. They 
continued the principle on which they fet outj 
and became a people of foldiers. When they 
had enough for their neceflities, they began 
to hunger and thirft after glory, and never 
rcfted while there was any thing in the world 
that other people called their own. Religion 
is the greateft enemy to rifing in the world : 
it was a great while before the Romans were 
troubled with it at all, and when they were, 
they never gave it leave to interfere with th^ 
nobler calls of ambition. Religion was the 
foundation of this little republic ; and as the 
people feem ftill, likfe the old'Romans, to in* 
hcrit the fpirit of their fathers, they nevCJf will; 
increafe their territories. ' 

The founder of this republick, now eleva- 
ted to the rank of a faint, was in his life-tinje 
a ftone-cutter. He retired to this mountain 
in the latter part of his time, and betook to 
the life of an hermit. Thdrc was no difficulty 
in getting fome occafion of a miracle from the 
hand of a religious of this kind. It is a coun- 
try of fuperftition ; and every thing concurs, 
not only in the believing^ but in the giving 
rife to fucb accounts, and in the propagating* 
them. He was at one time, they tell you, 
walking on the fide of the mountain where a 
poor Vigneron was rolling down a ftone from 
a broken rock, to make up a breach in an en- 
.clofure: the venerable father faw him toiling, 
aad Gompaffionated him : ** You will foon be 

releafed 
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rtk$&d from all tbispain, my ibn, £ud Iif^ 
have comfort.'* It happened that the fellow 
had been ufed to be aflSided with tkt cholk i 
whether a fit was at that time leaving him, or 
lyhat was rfie particular incident, wc arc not 
at this time to Know ; nes^ fcire fa$ eft omnia i 
but hearing ^he confolation from io venerable 
a;moQthy he placed great confidence in it. 
The &cher had the repute of a peribn of grear 
£uiAity: he had only meant, that death, 
fhould one time rekafe him from $ lifeof lixrb 
fatigue : but the fellow, to whom cuftom had 
rendered this fimiliarj and wh<^ would not have 
wifhed ta be eaied from it on fiich conditions^ 
imagined that he fpoke of his difbrden Whe- 
ther nature or faith performed the cure, we 
know not, but it was inftantanfcous. The 
man ran to his companions low^ down the 
hi!) V he tflild ihefn, me bofy mm^ hod knowtr 
Th^ diieafe, widioiic his fpeaking ^ word about 
i^ and had curedi him by cmly eroding his 
hands over him. The miracle was believed^ 
and reported every where. The fellow, like* 
}y enough, had his fits afterwards, but they 
came too late; the reputation of the feint was 
1^ and the return of his diiiiMrder would be 
attributed to his fins. 

The ftory made a confiderabte noifcr peo- 
ple flocked about the hermit i;iho had die 
ppwer of miracles; and theprinceft of the 
country, to ihew her zeal for^the glory of h^r 
religion, gave him the mountain on which he 
iiad peirforoaed the minfcle as-^hia^^ own far 

ever. 
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ftrer« The people vriio ateehddd 4iiii.fitifii 

this time, bitik the town, and as theip left k 

fo it (lands, a memorial of picty^ but nnirer to 

be made any bi^en It is not eafy to expreft 

~ |D you the yeoeiatioa which is paid to Jrimtqf 

die pe(^e, and they expedk as xnqch from 

ihaogers : they actr^ni^e th^ ducacion cf chefr 

commonwiealch to bis protedtion. Wbsyjhirdf^ 

iy allpw Ac Virgin Mary, a pfecc above him 

amofig the iaincs. As to. all the i^, :ili^ 

prefer St. Manno by many degci^es. Tfaear 

heft churdi is dedicated to him, and his re^ 

mains ace biiriedin^ iL They faaye his ftaoia 

wjex di&great altar, and jasy htm divine hcH 

noors* It is among their laws, that ipdiking 

difrefpe£l&lly of him is bla^emy;: it h pUr 

fufhed in the feme mannen ^ 

The inhabitants of St« Marino recount, with 
a peculiar kind of pride, the vkillitudes of the 
fortunes in the other Hates of Italy, and wink 
they tell you in what manner, and. at what 
time fchey changed their fcveral mafters, add, 
with- a criumphanr air, but St. Marino has 
fliood Secure .during all thefe changes and 
ihocks of fortune ; the piety of its iqhabi^ 
tants^ and 'the 4>owet of itS' prote<aor ami 
foundec have preTerved it* M-r-s*had like to 
haye got into a.fcrape on,this pccafion •, he. is 
the honefteft and frcdt creature in the^orkJ, 
but he will learn referve, / He laysi after this^ 
and the aflFair of the fmith's wife, of whom I 
told you, he will confefs, that men get expe^* 
riefice by feeing, the world. A good man who 

ihewed 
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Jliewed m die image of the latnt, was talking 
in kn enthufiaftic fbiin on this fu^eft of the 
miracukius prefervation of then- ftate, while 
all thde about them vrere deftroyed and 
cireiiumed: M-^ turned ihaiply upon him; 
andftopped the torrent of his zeal, by afking 
htm if there might not be another reafon. 
^ I lemembeTt lays he, an old woman in the 
country-town where I was bom, who, at a 
time when poultry, linen, every thing that 
was portablii; was carried off in die night, by 
a parcel of vagabonds who infefted the coun- 
try, tifed to fhew her old red petdcoat on the 
nett hedge as often as fhe wafhed^it, and 
pointing to her neighbours would lay, ^ Look 
you there ; ay, ay, look you there ; while all 
your iheets and fhirts and table*cbths are do- 
fen, my red petticoat has been fafe thefe four- 
teen years* See what it is to be good for no- 
diing; no body has thought it worth while' 
toftealit." 

The application was too cafy ; and the fo- 
verity was the more felt, a^ there was fome 
Ibrt of foundation for it in tmth* M— s was 
brought within the predicament of fpeaking 
difrclpeftfuUy of their faint. Thie rigid fa- 
ther could not bear foch an infult on the dig- 
nity of the republic, and he eafily found the 
yrzy to explain the very charging its fecurity 
on its infufficiency, into a taking away the 
honour of the protcftion from die feint, to 
whom the people had at all times attributed 
it. I have fcen fo much of this parade, and 

heard 
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lieafd fo much of thisnonfcnie, that f ^m fide 
ejiough of it to be very grave when I hear it, 
Tim is by great good fortune conftrued into 
de^votion ; an4 it wasi owing to the fing^Iar 

?i ety and holineis of his companion, that Mr. 
A — 5 was permitted to buy off the veiy fo- 
vere puniflimeint allotted for this fuperior ipe« 
cic3 rfblafphcnay^ 

M— s was in the wrong to fet their fecurlty 
wholly on the fcore of dieir being inconfider- 
able. There is, tp (ay nothing ^ their pro- 
tedtion from this fainted mafon, another, and 
a very ftrong caufe of it: the town, you have 
heard me fay, ftands on the top of a very 
high mountain; it is not only a high, but a 
very fteep and craggy one, and there is but. 
one road, anj) that a narrow one, by which 
they are accelDble/ They look upon this as 
their real fecurity, though they chufe to attri- 
buteit to another caufe 5 and are fa careful tQ 

Ereferve this to thcmfelves, that jthey have a 
iw, and A very fevete one, agairift any of 
their citizens coming into the town by any 
other way, left it fhould by degrees make a 
path over fome other part of the mountain. 
Liberty is very dear to thofe who enjoy it in a 
land of flavcry ; the people of St. Marina 
know the fweets of it, and would preferve it 
at any hazard. It is hard^to fay what could 
force them in their fituation, with no way to - 
come at them but this fingle path ; and they 
are foldiers from their infancy. All that are 
of an age to bear arms are exercifed, and rea- 

dy 
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3fiy at Amoment^s^call ; and they Bave d-iV 
•gui(hed themfelves in a particular mannci 
'foldicrs, in thofe ware in which they haye b - 
engaged as auxUiaries. They afSfted Kir ' - 
•Second ^ainll one of the lords of Ri:r!'- ; 
•and that pope acknowledged*his focceffif i:. . 
^i«at mealiire owing to tferir brafeiy, and . 
warded them nobly. They do; not at pre it 
leem ambitious of enlarging their ten to-^ 
^nd they are right ; by, enlarging they.rr :. 
lofe it. It was once fomewhat more e^ - 
five,, reaching hajf w:ay up a ncighboi , 
hill, but at prefent it is ^ediked tp its ap 
limitSi Thcfc they will alw^s be iab! " 
preferve; for who' is it that wifl think itWiHin 
while to make an^attempt upon a place, ren- 
dered by nature almoft inacccflible ; defended 
by a fet of refolute and even defpergt^ people, 
fighting their ovm immediate caufe, and not 
Svdrtla having ff they Apidd get it ? 

LET T E R LXV. 

I Did not write to you, my.deai:-^ — , from 
Pefaro, but I cannot reconcile myfelf to 
e ne:sleftihg it. It is the pleafanteft: town 
I have feen gf a long time. It is fituated on 
the Adriatic, at the mouth of a large and ra-» 
pid river. It ftand? upon, a flight afcent, and 
commands every way a prolpefl; that delight^ 
the eye in ai> uncommon manner. The fea is 
before it,, and the Adriatic, you know, is a 
fea that gives as beautiful an idea of the water 
profpeft as can be met with -, behind and on 

every 
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every fide of it there are little hills,' on whofc 
flbpe in every part there appear orchards. 
Vineyards, corn-fields and paftures, varied in 
a moft happy and pifturefque manner. The 
foil is fruitful, and is better cultivated than in 
many parts of Italy^ Remember I am out of 
the pope's' territories 5 this city is in the 
dutchy of Urbino. ^ Tho. fruit-trees Hand 
clofe, and yet produce in a furprifing manner : 
the grapes are large, full, and, when ripe, of a 
fine flavour -, the figs and the olives' are not 
only more abundant than any where, bujt 
they .are the largefl: and fineft that I have 
feen. 

The face of plenty and of pleafure that the 
country affords, cprrefponds with what we fee 
in the city. It is not a very large one, but it 
is well built : it is full of good houfes, and fo 
crowded with inhabitants, that you would 
fuppofe yourfelf in London or Briftol. Hea- 
ven. ia.nd Earth, what it is to change a matter 1 
To be in the pope's territories is to be in de- 
solation : one no fooner gets into a dutchy or 
province of ano^er name^ but nature and art 
revive together. When I think of the grafs- 
grown ftreets of Padua, and the worn pave- 
ments of Pefaro, it is fcarce to be conceived 
that they are but at a little diftance froni one 
another in the fame kingdom. You muft not 
wonder at the epithet of the worn pavement 
of thefe ftreets ; they are paved with brick, 
fet edgewife, and therefore foon Ihew the 
marks of feet *, but the corxourfc and buftlc 
Vol. I. T are 
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arc fuch here, rhat they would be nAbef-ai^ 
down if they were made of Shakcipeai^s crcr-% \ 
Ming flint. '^ 

Pefaro has been an antient city ^ Ca^ ha- * 
noucs it with a frequent mention in his Com- 
mentaries. It is generally allowed to hare 
been a Roman colony, deftroyed by Torih, 
and to owe its prefent face, in a great meafute, \ 
to the defign of BeliiTarius, who, we are toId» j 
rebuilt and greatly improved the old Pefeu- 
rum. It has a harbour, and they lay it once 
was a good one : at prefent the cafe is other- 
wife ; the mouth of the river is choaked up i 
with fand. There is abridgp over the Foglia, 
which joins Rcmiania and the marquifate of 
Ancona. Clement the Eleventh was bom 
here, and he gave them a cathedral, no bad 
piece of building. I make no doubt of Pela- 
ro^s owing its improved ftate to the having 
been under its own dukes ; but as it has been 
this hundred years demifed to the pope, I 
wonder it does not follow the fortune of the ^ 
reft. 

There are two or three good pidlures of 
Guido, Barocci, and Paul Veronefe. The 
calling of St, Andrew to the apoftlelhip is by 
the latter hand, and is a » very fine piece 
What I faw elfe of note here, was a ftatue of 
Urban the Eighth, in. the great market-place, 
and a very elegant fountain under the grand ' 
piazza. j 

So much for the agreeable Pelaro. I write / 
to you from Fano ; Fanum Fortunae, as the I 

old . 
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old people called it. You will not want to be 
informed, that tha favourite goddcfi of the 
Romans had a temple here. . Afdrubalwas 
vanquiflied on this fpot, and the temple built 
on that occafion. A pW:ttycon;iplimenttd the 
general. Itwasfortum^smrks, and f muni 
take the praife. Is not that the Englilh of it > 
I mentioned a fountain at Pcfaro j there is an!, 
other here, a very ckgant one •, this is an or- 
jiament m true tafte. In thefe hot countries, 
the falls of water do more than give an idea of 
coolnefi } they really chill the air, which be- 
gins m the middle of the day, I can tell you 
to be intolerable. Auguftus was, and he de- 
fervcd to be, a favourite monarch with all this 
part of Italy : there is a triumphal arch ereft- 
<d to him here: it is, though defaced by 
time, at this day a glorious building. We fee 
what It was, when in greater perfeftion, on a 
neighbouring wall j there is a plan of it, as 
entire, and aU its infcriptions. No remains 
appear of the temple of Fortune. There was 
reafon to build it, when they had fucceedcd 
by chance in an important adion ; but when 
the city was deftroyed by the enemy, the god- 
dels had plainly enough thrown them out of 
herproteaion, and they were in the right to 
throw her out of doors. Who would have 
thought It worth while to compliment a deitv 
who had defcrted them, or to build again a 
temple to Fortune, which Fomine did not 
think It worth her while to preferve ? Guido 
has left fomc pidures in the new church ; 
^2 they 
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they are fmall, but maftcrly, though not rf 
his firft rate. ♦ * * 

LETTER LXVL 

WE are in hafte to be at Rome, once the 
feat of empire, now the repofitory of 
the works of the grcateft hands ; a fcene of 
curiofity equal to what it was of pomp, ft 
was but a very little while fince I wrote to 
you from Fano, and I am now at Ancona. 
We have paflfed through Sinigaglia without 
making 9ny great flay : the town is pleaiant; 
It ftands on the coaft of the Adriatic, with a 
river behind it, as Peiaro, but it wants the 
eminences that are every where fo confpicuous 
and fo beautiful about that place. It ftands 
in a p]ain« All that I law worth obfervation 
there, was a pidurc by Barocci : it is in a little 
church adjoinii^ to the piazza : the fubjeft is 
Chrift carried to his fepulchre. 

Aacona pleafes me much, now I am in it : 
at a diftance, as we approached it, I was ftill 
more charmed with it. It ftands on a pro* 
moruiory, and fliews itfelf to a vaft advan- 
tage. It is the capital of the marquifate of 
its name, and is fituated on the Ihore of the 
Venetian gulph. It is an old city : they lay 
it owes its origin to the Syracufens, driven 
out by their tyrant, the immortalifed Diony- 
fius. , What fupport there is for fuch a coa- 
jeSure, you are more able to lay tlun I am, 

Trajap's arch is a noble and beautiful ftruo- 
ture *, and, to a peribn of my lingular turn^ 

does 
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^es him^ more jibnour; than all the fulfonie 
praifes that have been delivered of him. The 
infcription is fhort,.but it ought to remain ei> 
jf^ tire for ever,* and it will long do fb, for the 
letters are large, and cut very deep. The oo- 
'* cafion is, that he had, at his owji expeftce, 
;^ made the port fafer for trading veflels. In 
f my opinion, there is more true glory in fuch 
'J^ an aftion, than in a viiflory •, affuredly, it has 
'_' a Icfs intcrcftcd motive, and is the fole aft of 
f him who has the praife of it. The arch is a 
I;^! very magnificent and noble one: there is 
^f fcarcein any other of the remains of the an- 
^' tients fuch an inftance of majcfty and limpli- 
^ city. Itls very entire J but there are cracks in 
"? fcveral parts, occafioncd, probably, by earth-' 
^ quakes. It is built for (landing a long time :- 
^ the foundation is carried deeper than the whole 
j'i height above ground,. The*arch is a fingle 
^ one, between pillars of the Corinthian order, 
Architefts are apt to overload this order with 
'* foperfluitics, and this makes the beautiful fim- 

* plicity of it here . the more obfervable. The 
'; arch is compoftd of fewer ftbnes than it is 

* common to fee in thofe of the Roman times, 
f and the fweep of it has a peculiar lightnefr and 
j elegance. There feem to have been originally 
' feftoons, and fome other ornaments about it ; 
^ - but the Goths and Huns have ieft no more 
? than the holes in the marble, as remembrances 

* that fuch things once were. It is compofed of 
large blocks of marble ; and they fit one an- 

' other in fuch a manner, as is aftonilhing. 
. T 3 One 
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One is in pain about the key-ftone, which 
has ihniak a good deal from its place ^ but 
there does not appear to be any immediate 
danger of its falling. The port lies juft under 
the arch, and from it there is a fine view of 
all its parts. The town is carried every way 
round this, and takes in two hills, or part of 
both, into its circumference. St. Cyriace^ 
which is a kind of cape on one of them, is a 
mod beautiful fpot ; one has an extenfive and 
a beautiful view of the fea, and of the adja- 
cent country, from it. Clement the Seventh 
gave Ancona its citadel, which ftands on the 
other hilL This was a veiy proper prcfent, 
from one who had furpriled and uken it, 
under a pretence of defending it againft the 
common enemy. There was once a temple 
dedicated to Venus pn one of thefe hills ; fo 
the poets tell us^^but we fee no remains of 
the building. 

Ancona, though there is fomething very 

5>lealing in it, is inferior in many reipefts to 
cveral of the cities of lefs note in Italy. The 
ftreets are narrow, and the continual afcents 
and defcents makes it difagreeable to walk in 
them. The houfes in general are but mean, 
and the cathedral is a dark, difagreeable^ low 
building. The front is a heap of good 
marble, a quarry above ground : there is no 
fort of defign or elegance in it. The town 
hall is indeed a handlbme building; and the 
cieling well painted; and in the churches 

there 
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there arc fome good pieces of Gucrcino and 
Barocci, and fome of Titian. 

They are more careful of their health, here 
than I have found them any where. Tlie 
people deputed to the examination of fo- 
reigners on this head, demanded our fede or 
atteftation, as they met us at the very entrance 
of the town, and were fo careful of their good 
felvcs in particular, that they would not touch 
it immediately from our own hands, but had 
it fixed upon the end of a long reed, and 
fumed it over burning frankincenib before they 
ventured to read tt 

There is aftrange league between trade and 
infidelity in this city. Ancona always valued 
itfelf on this particular^ but its commerce, 
for many years, declined, till fome Jews were 
received into the place, in order to revive it : 
they fucceeded, and they continue to enrich 
it i but how to bear witn fuch people in fo 
holy a place is the difficulty. The number 
of families of this nation at this time in An- 
cona, cannot be fo fmall as a thoufand. They 
are permitted to live in peace, on paying an 
annual tribute to the holy fee, and are even 
indulged with a fynagogue for their worflhip : 
but here is the compromife, they are forced 
to attend at one of the catholic churches an« 
nually on Good Friday, where a friar, with 
great ftrength of voice as well as of argument, 
denounces hell and damnation to them in the 
fcvereft terms, unlefe they abrjure their faith 
and become chriftians. 

T + You 
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You fee the condition in which the outCdes 
of bur churches, even of a modem date, are 
in London, from the foulnefs of an air loaded 
with Tmoak; thofe of Italy are in the feme 
condidon on the inlide, with the eternal burn- 
ing of the lamps i on the outfide they are better: 
but I have no where feen marbk in fuch beau- 
ty in any edifice, as in Trajan's arch in this 
town : the iea air has bleached it to a white^ 
ncik fuperior to that which it had when it 
came out of the quarry ; it is perfefUy fhowy. 

LETTER LXVn. 

WE have paffed a very difagrceable way 
to Loretto, The country is rich and 
fertile, and the road, in conlequence, bad 
from the very nature of the foil. After the 
many things I had heard of Loretto, I was 
furpriied to find it a very little place ; it con- 
fifls of only one fipgle flxeet^ but is a large 
one, within the gate, and another without^ 
and is de&nded by a wall, and other fortlfi^ 
cations. Though a little, it is a pleafant 
place. It ftands on an eminence, and there is 
fomething lively and chearful in it. Loretto 
is a place of trade, and it is, though a very 
odd one,, a trade that brings in a great deal 
of money : they make cmcifixes and rofaries, 
and fell roe^ures of the length of the holy 
image, Thefe laft fcrvc for different pur- 
pofes ; for, befide the merit of their having 
touched the image, and their ufc of keeping 
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the hofy virgin in eternal remembrance, they 
all of them obtain (fo the people are tqld who 
purchafe them, and fo they believe) a medi- 
cal and miraculous virtue from the tomb of 
the image. The people who fell them raari; 
upon them the particular meafures of the 
head and waift -, and they are told that the 
former part, applied to the head, infallibly cures 
the head-ach ; and the latter, wound about 
the waift, procures a fafe and eafy delivery to 
women in child-bed- The eagle-ftone wa^ 
never famous for more virtues, nor were its 
praifes more juft, Sixms the Fifth, who made 
Ix)retto a city, has a ftatue of brafs, a very 
good piece- of modern workmanlhip, a^efted 
to him before the cathedral •, and in the grea^ 
fquare there is a. very elegant fountain of 
jnarble, enriched with brazen ftatues. 

But all this has little, notice ; the great obr- 
jeft of curiofity and of veneration here is ill 
Santa Cafa, the holy hpufe. This was brc _* 
to the place where it now ftands, entire, froif 
Nazareth ; angels were the carriers of it ; the 
feveral ftages at which it refted are markccl 
with peculiar honour: a light beyond the 
fplendor of the day -, a light like that wh^ch 
glared around Paul and his foldiers at hjs con- 
verfion, attended on it all the way in tlpi^ 
journey ; and the trees of a w6od, under 
whofa ihade it was once fet down, all paid 
obeyfance to it with their hea^s. So we arf 
informed, with full particularity, i^ a litfl^ 
kqoky the work of ^ pious p^rfbp, yf^f^ j§ 
T y y put 
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pot into every body's hands that comes there; 
and fo believe all the Roman catholics, as 
well natives as foreigners, if wc except only 
the priefts who tell the ftory, and Ibrae fevr 
people of rank who are in their fccrets. 

After the long, the painful, and miraculous 
journey which the holy fabric had taken, here 
it was fet down at kft, and here the zeal and 
piety, and other good confiderations of the 
people of the holy fee, hav^ built a church 
about it, as well for fafety as for veneration. 
I have been telling them here, with fomt 
dark ciraimftances, the ftory of the JBachelor 
and his iron houfe, which we few together 
sear London. They are convinced, that no- 
thing }e(s than a miracle can have removed an 
edifice of that heavy metal from piace to 
place, as I affure them it has travelled. An- 

fels might have been fpared the ferviJe office 
n fuch an occafion, by ibmc means of this 
^^^d. So it appears, at leaft as I continue to 
tell the ftory, and from fuch ftories fo told, 
and fo mifreprefented and mifbnderfbood as 
this of mine will be by the people who have 
heard it from me, in all probability, wiM 
arife miracles. 

Within the church there is yet another co- 
vering for the holy edifice ; this is of white 
marble. It was intended, they fay, that this 
fhould have been joined to the outer furface of 
the walls of 'Ae building 5 but the materiah 
recoiled of themfelves ;-and though the foun- 
dation was often laid in conta^, the ftones aK 
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ways placed themfelves at a foot diftance, out 
of reverence to the holy materials. This is a 
ftanding miracle ; no body doubts the fadl; 

The pricfts had reafon for intending to 

bring the outer cafe clofe to the walls 5 but 

why they did not execute the defign is not 

indeed fo eafy to fay at prefent; a reverend 

diftance,. which people are obliged to keep 

when they approach it, anfwers all the pur- 

pofes. They have the confidence to tell people 

who vifit it to this day, that it is built of a 

peculiar kind of ftone, common in Nazareth, 

but not-found any where in Italy. This {ervcs 

to countenance the miraculous bringing it from 

thence ; but I had the impertinent curiofity to 

pry into the walls, and find then^ principally 

brick : they are flat bricks of irregular fize, 

with fome pieces of a whitifh ftone here and 

there between themi The miraculous rcce4^ 

ing of the ftones which compofe the outer 

wall, has left a fpace of a foot for the difeo- 

, vering of this ? but they do not often fuSer 

firangers to be inquifitive. 

The holy edifice is of an oblong figure, its 
length about equal to twice its breadth. It 
ftands due eaft and w«ft, and the dimenfions 
within niay be about thirty foot in the length, 
and rot quite fo much as half that in brcadih, 
the fide walls being fomewhat thicker than 
thofe of the ends. About a fourth of the 
length, at the. farther end, is feparated frona 
the reft by a grate-work of filver: this they 
call the ianduary, and in this ftan«is the hpiy 
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knufgi. The other part, which is the body 
of the houie, has an altar at the eaft end, and 
at the lower or weft end a ^indow, which 
they ihcw with vaft veneration, and aiTuie you 
18 the place at which the angel entered in at 
the annunciation. 

The walls in this part are in moCt places left 
bare, that the true materials may be ieen ; but 
they are in fomc parts covered with irregular 
patches of plaifter, on which there are fbme 
.pidures of madonas ; thefe are very ill done, 
with defign that they may countenance the 
ftory of their having been painted in Naza- 
reth. It is othcrwifc with the inner part or 
fanfhiary ; t^ie walls are there, as it were,wain- 
fcotted with filver: they are covered witb 
plates of that metal, hung up with vows for 
certain mercies and deliverances. The holy 
fraud and folly carried on at this place are be- 
yond conception; there is only one thing, 
greater, the treafure : it is inconceivable whac 
immenfe loads of thij have, by the artifices 
of the priefthpod, been drawn into this Ipot 
any time this four hundred years. 

It is odd, .that with all their e3q)ence they 
could not have procured a little decency ;" the 
,face of the holy image is fo far from beauti- 
Tul or charming, that it is dilguftfiil in the 
higheft degreee ; there is fomething in the 
face that is more than diftaftefuU it is fhock* 
ing to the eye; it is a dead, diiagreeabJe^ 
yellow, complexion, and one cannot help 
Jb;jl>g out of humour to fee fuch a profufioa 

of 
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of all kinds of g^ms glittering, about fb -nsi&f 

a figure. But to give you, my dear -> ^^ 

Ibme idea oi this pompous room : the image 
ftands in a niteh of lilver immediately over the 
chimney ; the real chimney which the Viigin 
Mary in her life-time ufcd. It is about tour 
foot high, and there is a Cbrift m her arms; 
but that litttle image is in a manner buried 
under the globe in her left hand -, the right is. 
bekl out as jn an aft of blefling. The image 
is of wood ', they tell us of cedai* of Lebanon,. 
and they aflfure us it was carved by the hand of 
St. Luke •, this evangelift, accoiidiDg to their 
fevcral accounts in feveral places, having been 
.a phyfician, a painter, and a Icwlptor. Her 
coniplexion, as already obferved, is that of ;k 
mulatto^ or,, if it be poffible„ more difagree- 
able : her drefs is rich beyond imagination,, 
and this is varied occafionally > flie has feveral 
fuits, which are worn on her particular fefti- 
vals, one of the mdflt auguft of which is that 
which is put upon her on the commemoration 
of the removal of the holy houfc from Naza- 
reth to this place. 

The blaze of light in every part of the 
houfe, fervcs to fct off the riches in a very 
particular manner ; the lamps which ferve for 
this purpofe are alnaoft innumerable •, there arc 
fixty-two of gold and filver all of vaft price, 
and fome of them of the moll cxquifite work- 
manfhip, all about the holy image : there are 
alfo angels of mafly gold waiting on her; in 
the hand of one of thefe is a heart of gold co- 
vered 
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rcxci with diamond^ and enriched with i 
flame of rubies. This attrafts every bodfi 
nodce •, they iay it was a prefent from thf 
Queen of our James the Second. 

In the repofitory, which is within the lanc- 
tuary, there is prcfenred a treafurc of anotfae: 
kind ; this confifis of a parcel of coarfe, dirty- 
loddng earthen-ware, die fame, they tcU us, 
that the holy family eat out of. You may be 
fure thcfe do no want the power of miiacies; 
a touch of them will cure common difeaics; 
but a litde water drank out of them, the moil 
dangerous. Qnewouldwonderin theieplaces» 
where there are.fb many faints, and fo many 
miraculous powers ; fo many reliques, and fo 
many impr^nated wells, and di(hes, and fil- 
lets and carcafes, the lead of them able to cure 
the moft dangerous difeafes ; I (ay, one wouid 
wonder that the phyficians could live, or that 
any body elfc ever died ; but, by what I fee, the 
doftors are as plump here as in England, and 
they fend their legions to the grave with as bold 
a hand, and with as little remorfe. Nay, what 
is more ftiange yet, the very churchmen die; 
thofe who preach up the faith in them, who 
would fiake their falvation upon the truth and 
validity of the miracles, and who have the 
precious medicines within their power, grow 
uck and die like other men ; but perhaps they 
are weary of a bad world, and will not be 
(topped in their courfc to a better. 

The cafe or covering of the houfe is a very 
i elegant ftrufture^ it is of Carrara marble, and 

i every 
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^«« cVtry block fclcftcd: it is in the Corinthian 

•'^ at order, and has an elegant balluftrade at the top. 

' vix The pillars ftand two arid two, and in ihc 

' 2f ia narrower intervals there arc niches placed one 

^.z!t above another: in the upper fcries (here are 

-. : 2r ten iybils ; in thofe below them (land as many 

. r::. prophets. The broader intervals, or thole be* 

c: jt tween the feveral pairs of the pillars, are orna* 

; - : men ted with elegant bas-reliefs ; the fubjeft i% 

'*:x: the hiftory of the bleffed Virgin : thefe are by 

^ j5 the beft hands of the time ; Sanfovin has cxe- 

.;^- ciited fome of them in a very high tafte ; the 

--;: whole are equal to any modem fculpture in 

J:; Italy- , 

!r^ On each fide of the holy houfe there are 

. two doors ; over one of them is written an 

L!, infcription in Latin, declaring all perfons ex- 

' communicate who ihall prefume to enter with 

7- arms about them. There are always perfons 

"^. ready to take care of the fwords of thofe 

who go in ; but the domefties of our lady are 

"l, not fo polite as thofe of the pope ; they took 

j hold or mine with fome roughnefs, and pointed 

up to the fentence. A gentlemap, who was 

' prefent at the t i me, and had juft B^en at Rome, 

told us of the great delicacy with which the 

fame ceremony is performed there. It is not 

permitted to any one to go into the prefcnce of 

'his holineis, any more than into that of the 

virgin, armed ; but the gentleman, whofe 

bufinefs it is to execute that office Yhe told us) 

, admired his fword-bcit as the moft beautiful 

, he had fcen, and begged be might ha^e per- 

( ^ . million 

. , Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(424) 
inilfion to look at it while he was m the pre* 
fence I he paid the fame kind of complinient 
to the head of his cane^pro&i&d thcEnglifh 
were the befl: mechanics m the world, and in- 
treated the indulgence df viewing them to^ 
gether during the time of his ftay wkh his 
^olinefs. 

The pilgrims that are eternally reibrdng to 
this holy fabric, are without number ^ one 
laughs at the concourle ; but when one lees 
them crawling after one another on their knees 
round the fabric, and kifllng the ground, and 
counting over their beads with all the iblem- 
nity of real worfhip,. it creates another paf- 
fion ^ one is out of countenance that rational 
creatures can descend fb low^ and mirth gives 
way to pity. 

When I had feen the images and utenfils 
of folid gold, the extravagant drefs of the 
image^ and the profufion of folid plate upon 
the walls, and of gems of all kinds about the 
feveral parts, and ornaments, all my ideas of 
the grandeur of this little room were fullyTa* 
tisfied : but I had there feen nothing, in com- 
parifon of 'what are the real riches r the trea- 
fury is juft by ^ I was led into that ; good 
God ! did ever mortal eye behold fuch profu* 
fion of every thing that is of price : it is ia 
vain to think of deicribing fuch a treafure to- 
you ; the very veftmems of the image are 
beyond all valuation ; the jewels feenx to hwe 
been the ieled and picked (tones from all the 
mines of the e*ft> »nd are fp mwerpusj that 
; ^ one 
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one would imagine all the courts in the world, 
had been ftripped to furnilh out the finglc 
blaze 5 there is nothing coftly that is not to be 
feen here in quantities ; which would make 
one imagine, that the priefts had an art of 
making what it was impoffible fliduld have 
been purchafcd. Whatever is wanting in dig- 
nity and elegance in the houfe where the image 
ftands, is amply fupplied by the edifice in 
which thefe extraordinary trcafuresarcrcpofed. 
It is a large and noble cd jfice ; it fills the eye 
with its extent, and charms it with its elegance. 
There is an altar piece at the upper end, a 
Crucifixion, a pifturc by Pomerancio, of vaft 
value. The cieling is painted alfo in com- 
partments by the Ume hand, and the pieces. 
all highly finifhed, and the divifions of the 
compartments are very elegant 5 they are of 
ftttcco, highly finilhed and gilt. They have 
here the greateft pidure that I ever yet iaw \ it. 
is by Raphael ; a Madona, with a Chrift up- 
on her lap. It is not without caufe that this 
painter has been called the Divine Raphael. 
It is not eafy to fay what in particular it is 
that affefts one fo ftrangely in this pidure v 
but, upon the whole, the awe and veneration 
which it infpirqs are equal to the admiration 4 
nay, they are greater 2 we lofe.the idea of the 
painter in the power of the objeft: it is not. 
a pidure ; it infpires with all the fentiments 
of a reality. There is fomething more than 
mortal in the face of the virgin -, and even the. 
infant, though in the innocent pofture of 
* dirow^ 
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throwing up the leg$ and arms, though all the 
thoughtlefs air imaginable is in the face, yet 
has divinicy in every part ; the look is fwccter 
than that of a human face, and yet with the 
grace there is fomething awful. Ic is not oe^ 
ceffary to be told» that the piAure is of a 
young divinity *, the child alone, cut out of 
the canvafi^ would be known for the Saviour 
of the world, without any ornament or any 
circumftance to lead to it, befide the mere cx- 
prefllon of the countenance. There is Tome- 
thing more than human in the expreflion of 
this maftcr*^ pencil. They fay the moft ei^- 
alced excellencies in thefeveral feiences are not 
acquired, but are delivered down from Hea- 
ven : this piAure would give you faith, in what 
vou have been ufed to fmile at as an hyper- 
bole. I remember Longtnus fays of the elo- 
quence of Demofthenes, that it was the refult 
of 'talents which he received immediately 
from the Gods ; of gifcs, which it was not 
allowed him to call mortal : I have thought 
it true, in reading that glorious Greek, and 
I am as much convinced of the fame fuperior 
afliftance, when I look upon this pTfture. I 
do not well know how to diftinguifti between 
words that have no determined meaning: this 
perhaps is the eflPeft of genius, and what I 
call infpiration is no more than that; a qua-- 
lity pretended to by multitudes, butpoffeflcd 
by only two or 'three people in a thoufand 
years ; you will own it to rhidias, to Zeuxes,. 
and to Raphael i to Homer, to Milton, and^ 
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to Shakefpcar -, but after this, what will you^ 
Tay of the ♦* * * and the Blackmorcs that* 
pretend to poffcfs it? You will call the thing 
by a different name, in the breafts of people 
whom It has affeded in fo different a manner,- 
and there is nothing more that I would afk of 
you under this diftindion. If other people 
Were poets. Homer is fomcthirig more; if 
• * * * is a painter, Raphael was fomcthing 
elfe. There is as much difference between the 
prodadions of the One and the other clafs of 
thefe, as between the marble image of the . 
ftatuary, and the living form, warm from the 
hands of tlv5 Creator. 

This piAure of Raphael is chargeable witb 
none of the imperfections that glare in the 
works of other very good matters t his tafte 
is pure and per fed, and his defign at once no« 
ble to the mott exalted pftch, and accurate m 
the fevereft nicety. I cannot look jupon this 
inimitable piece, arid fuppofe that any of 
thofe inimortalifed names which we bear with 
fuch reverence from the authors of antiquity^ 
^ere fuperior to this great man % affuredly, no 
nun among the moderns, though we albw^ 
him all the excellencies that have been given, 
can be compared with him. The difpofition 
in this piece has a digjrmy, a grace and eafe 
in it, that none elfe has coooeup to ; the eye 
is filled as well as charmed with it ) and there 
is fomething of a modeft noblenels in the 
drapery of the virgin, and I know not what 
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cafe and fofmefs in the attitude of the head^ 
which aftoniih one. 

One would be amazed to think what motive 
fhould induce men to facrifiice their fortunes, 
and princes to impovcrifli their revenues, as 
mu(l have been the cafe, to enrich the flirine 
of this fainr, in a manner exceeding all tha( 
can be produced from the records of antient 
profufion. You, who are not of the Romifh 
church, will hardly be brought to believe that 
real devotion has been the Iburce of a great 
many of thefe immenfe donations. You are 
to confider, that princes may be weak as well 
as oct)er men *, for my part, I have not found 
it any where that riches and wifdom are de* 
clared affociatcs. Where there is ignorance, 
fuperfticion finds an eafy admittance, and the 
Romi(h religion is, of all that ever have been 
profefFcd, that which is calculated to carry 
cnthufiafm to the mo(l exorbitant heights* 
The churchmen have all the opportunities 
they can defire of the confidence of the af- 
fluent, and a nfpe6k that you would fcarce 
conceive is paid by the tnore ignorant of thefe 
to their charafter. You know this church 
alfo declares a power of abfolution : the good 
father has nothing to do but to thunder out 
hell and damnation to fome trembling creature 
who has wealth, and when he has fet the ter- 
rors in their ftrongeft light, to fell the pardon 
and fccurity from them, nay the promife of 
a certain happinefs in their (lead, at any price 
he pleafes: a donation to the church is the 

^ ufuat 
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tifual refdurce, alnd priefts have confcicnccs 
that will propofe very ample things. 

Befidc the bequeathirigs of dying zealots, 
and the donations of yet living bigots, who 
think they make a cheap purchafe of Heaven 
at the price of one of thefe prefents, there 
are another fet of nien, who have a different, 
but as powerful a principle 5 thefe are nieri 
who believe no more of the mttter than the 
priefts do, and who do not intend to buy the 
good offices of the faint in Heaven,- but of 
the church upon Earth, by thefe largeffes, 
Thefe keep up the farce of devotion as warm- 
ly and as highly as the priefta themfelves i 
they take care to (hew them that they arc in 
the fccret, and joining by fome magnificent 
prefent of this kind to infpire the people with 
a reverence for what they pretend to adore, 
the church adopts them as people initiated 
into its myfteries,' and knows it is her intereft 
to keep their fecrets, and join in their dcfigns. 
It were hard to fay which of rhefc.two kinds 
are the more generous : the inftances of libc* 
rality from both are amazing. 

They fhewed us a jewel of vaft price, the 
gift of the lady of the field marfhal Zum- 
jungen: it was given to the Madona by this 
good catholic to obtain the converfion of her 
hulband : the pricewas paid, but the purchafe 
never delivered ; there ftands the jewel, but 
the hufband died in his infidelity. There is 
no doubting fuch a woman's being in etirncft 5 
but it is cafy to fee grimace in many of them. 

- . » Who 
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Who ever bore a greater aTerfion to ehtha- 
fiafm and the priefthood than the great prince 
oFConde? in his heart, we very well know 
what he muft have thought of the houie of 
Loretto ; yet they fliew you there a mode! of 
the caftle of Vincennes in (ilver, a prefent 
from that prince oi> his being delivered from 
theprifon there: he had his reaibns, though 
he was not ia carneft. What was (aid, per- 
haps, without perfeft juftice, by one of our 
princes, m regard to politics, is certainly true 
in thefc countries in the matter of religion ; 
•* Men of great fenfe are .therefore rogues, 
and men of little fenfe are tTierefore honeft/* 

LETTER LXVIII. 

GREGORY the Twelfth, who was de- 
pofed from the pontificate in the coun* 
cil of Conftance, lies buried at the little town 
of Recanati. We faw his tomb ; it is in the 
great church, and makes fome figure. There 
IS not much in the town : there are fomc 
paintings, and a great deal of gilding iq the 
church, and on thetown-houfe there is a very 
fupcrb monument of brafs, dedicated to the 
lady of Loretto; the device is the Sante Ca- 
fe, or holy houle : it is of a confiderable fize : 
on it there is a Madona, with a Chiift in her 
arms, and, by way of fupporters to it, there 
are four angels. This auguft remembrance 
of the Virgin, is in commemoration, as they 
tell you, of the holy houfe having firft relied 
'he territories of this city, when it was 
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^anfported from Dalmacia, Recanati fiands 
prettily, but the way to it is bad : it lies thro* 
a rieh country, between hills continued almofl: 
the whole way. We have feen little wonh 
obferration in Macerata and Tolentino; I 
have paffed through them, rather than fecn 
them, and am at this time at Foligno. There 
is fomething romantic in the Appennines, but 
the travelling upon them is tedious and pain* 
ful beyond dcfcription ; I have never been fo 
lick of any thing, and I have been taught by 
this how very differently the fame things ap- 
pear to us when we are in, and when we are 
out of fpirits. On my firft afccnt of thefe 
^mountains every thing pleafed me ; the very 
rough rocks and horrible precipices had a 
pleafmg terror in them, and the profpedls from 
feveral parts of them, which are doubtldsthc 
fined and mod extenfive in the world, charm- 
ed me. It was with infinite fatisfaftion that. 
I caft my eye from the fteepy afcent on the 
right, to the flowery valley deepen the k?i, 
and I thought the tranquil fcene below ac- 
quired new charms from the precipices above ; 
but this was but the pleafure of an hour or 
. two: after the charm of novelty was gone, 
I looked with envy at the valleys, while wc 
were climbing horrible afcents, and ir/ftcad of 
enjoying the precipice, was afraid of tumbling 
down. There is fomething ftrangely frigh- 
ful, indeed, in the fpiral road upon one part 
of thcfe mountains ; we paffed along acaufe- 
way, not ten foot ia breadth^ with nothing 
» but 
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but a deep wall of flint on the one fide, and 
on the other as fteep a precipice, the depth a 
mile or more in perpendicular. I wifhed for 
the fafe terras at Windfor, and was ready to 
curfe the popes, that had not railed a parapet 
along the verge of this hideous way : there is 
no defence. A flip of the foot of a mule car« 
ries you to the valley below, a fall that mult 
crulh bead and man to jelly. 

I was charmed when we arrived here. I 
liave been congratulating my fclf on the efcapc 
from what thofc, who are accuft:omed to it, 
indeed will not allow to be a danger, but 
what, to any other eye, is the highcft fcene of 
poflible horror. I do not know whether Fo- 
ligno acquires new charms from the contraft, 
but it appears to me the moft pleafantcity that 
I have ever feen : many of the Italian towns 
ftand delightfully, but this more than them 
all. The country about it has not the ap- 
pearance of fields: it is a valley of a vaftex* 
tent, perfedly even, well watered, and fo 
difpofed, that the city feems to fl:and in the 
midfl: of a vail garden. The plantations are 
as regular as in the moft beautiful enclofure ; 
and the mountains, that every way furround 
it, have the appearance of a vaft wall. What 
can be conceived fo beautiful! what fo plea- 
fant! there is all the advantage of a garden, 
all the variety and charms of the profped j 
but therie is this vaft advantage, that it has an 
extent which gives it a grandeur never to be 
equalled in a private plantation. 

You 
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You will not wonder ihatfo fweet and clU 
gible a fituation has been the place of a town 
for many ages; The prefent Foligno ftandi 
on tlie ruins of the forum Flamini of the an- 
tient Romans : who firft built houfes there, is 
not to be traced ; no hiftory mentions the 
time when they were not there. 

I have vifited a convent of nuns here ; the 
name is La Contefia. I was in raptures, lam 
afraid you will fay in very extravagant rap- 
tures, with a pidure of Raphaels, in the trea- 
fury of Loretto ; all that t faid was too little. 
There is another Madona at this convent, t 
think) fuperior to the 6rft ; at leaft, there is 
fbniething more noble in the circumftances of 
the pi&ure« She is here reprefcnied in the 
clouds, and the attitude is elegant and great 
beyond ej^preffion ; below the principal perfon 
on one fide, there are the figures of John the 
Bapdft and St. Francis ; and on the^ other, 
two others ; the one, fome of the Romifh 
faints ; the other, that of the perfon at whofe 
expence the pifture was done : between them, 
but (till lower, is a little angel, with a vafe 
in its hand. 

They blame painters for not knowing when 
to take off the pencil ; nothing is fo com* 
mon as to fay, that the fpirit of fuch or fuch 
a piflure has been loft in the retouching ; but 
it is only when men fini(h, after they have, 
properly fpeaking, done, that this happens. 
Raphael has finiftied this piece to the greateft 
height, yetthereneverwasapiftureof more 
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fplrit: every part of it iseqaally finifhed^and 
yet every pare has all its original fire. It has 
the neatnefs and perfcd accuracy of DonK- 
nichino, with all the freedom and noble dig* 
nicy of it^ author. The colouring is equal to 
the defign. In the wholc^ ic is not poflibleto 
^make me believe that there can be a finer 
pi6ture. It is the altar-piece of che convent. 
I was furprifed cofind the people of the houfe 
fo little ibniable of its inedimable value, 

LETTER LXIX. 

I Am at Spoleto. One would think Livy 
had never feen the place^ when he infults 
the memory of Hannibal for having retreated 
from before ic. The place is impregnable by 
nature : it ftands^ in great part, upon a rock 
that is more than impregnable : it is inac- 
ceflible» In the vyay hither they pointed out 
a licde antique temple to us *, it is now ufed as 
a Romilh chapel, and we found it worth ex- 
amination. The general opinion is, that it 
was dedicated to the goddefs Fortune ; but 
there is no remain of any kind to juftify the 
conjefture. A river eternalized by the Ro- 
man poets and hiftorians, runs very near it : 
the Umbrians paid a kind of religious reve- 
rence to this ilream, and it is moft probable^ 
that they erected this little temple to the ge- 
nius of the fountain. They fuppofed a kind 
of miraculous power in its waters : you hear 
them talk of cattle beconiing white by drink* 
ing it i but we Jo not find any more, white 
m oxea 
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tfxen here than elfewhcre at prefent, fo proba- 
bly the water has loft this quality. I met with 
an Iri(h phyfician viewing the temple ; he 
readily joined with me in its being dedicated 
to the river god ; and from the abundance of 
his learning, ftood up for the truth of theold^ 
tradirion, concerning its turning cattle white. 
He fuppofed this to be owing to its having 
run over fome beds of fulphureous matter ; 
for he affured me, that the burning of this 
fubftance under ftraw-hats whitened them, and 
that a red rofe would be changed to the fame 
colour by the fume. He proved from this, 
"that it was eafy for a river to have this pro- 
perty of whitening the cattle ; and as to its 
not effefting it at prefent, he eaiily found a 
falvo for that, in fuppofing that the bed of 
brimftonewas at this time wafhed away. 

The building, though^mall, is full of ele- 
gance-, ail the grace of the Corinthian order 
are difplayed in it with vaft beauty and pro- 
priety". I have not been of a long time more 
charmed with any piece of architefture. 

They fhew us at Spoleto the gate from be- 
fore which the Carthaginian general was re- 
pulfed, and prefcrvc the memory of the event 
by an infcripiion. They call the gate to this 
time Porta di Fuga. The miracle would 
have been if he had entered it. 

Spoleto abounds with remains of Roman 
grandeur. It was crcftcd into a Roman co- 
lony fo early as very foon after the overthrow 
of theantientUmbri. There arc few remains 
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of the kind equal in magnificence to the aque* 
duft here; it confifts indeed only of one row 
of arches, but there is aH the Roman fimpli- 
city and grandeur in thefe. You will be 
amazed to hear me talk thus, when you re- 
member that there are not wanting travel- 
writers who mention it as Gothic : you will 
believe me, when I. affure you, thefe bear* 
leaders (for fo we call here the people who 
have taken the opportunity of attending fools 
upon the tour, to give their opinion of what 
they faw in it) can have leen very h'tdc, or 
indeed can have read very little, of the diffe- 
rence between the Roman and the Gothic 
tafte, when they confounded them in this no- 
ble ruin* 

Theodorick, we learn from hiftory, had a 
caftle which was his principal refidencc, at 
times, for many years on one of the rocks 
near this aqueduct. There (lands an old 
building of that kind at prefent on the rock 
that joins this antient edifice ; but we are not 
to fuppofc this Theodorick's : it was built by 
Narfcs, out of the ruins of an amphitheatre. 
Theodorick's was demolilhed in the Gothic 
war; and indeed there requires little judgment 
in architefture to diftinguifh the prefent caftle 
as of very different origin. 

A pifture in the cathedral furprifed me 
greatly ; it is an altar-piece, a glorious defign, 
but unfiniftied -, the painter was Philippo Lip» 
pi, a man of incomparable genius, but infa- 
siouslife. He had been banifhed his own 
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country (he was a Florentine) for debauch- 
ing one of the nuns at the monaftery of Pra- 
te, while he was puinting the chapel ; and he 
died here,whiiehewas at work on this piece, by 
poifon, a vi<5tim to the refcntmcnt of a perfoii 
of the place, with whofe wife he had an in- 
trigue while about it. The cathedral is a fine 
aid building: the front is adorned with Mo- 
flic on a gold ground, and the pavement is 
inlaid with feveral kinds of marble in fmall 
pieces. The chapel of the Madona of St. 
Luke has fome fine marble ftatues. The 
chaj^l of the Crucifix, which ftands a little 
cut of the town, was originally a temple de- 
dicated to Concord. The remains of the 
amphitheatre, with part of the ftones of which 
the prcfent caftle on the rock was built, are 
yet to be feen ; and there is a triumphal arch 
alfo, a very magnificent one. The grandeur 
of this, and of all the other remains, is how- 
ever abforbed and loft, as it were, in that of 
the aqueduft : it is the higheft in Europe^ 
and of a great length ; it joins the mountain 
of St. Francis to that of ^poletto. 

LETTER LXX; 

I Write to you from Terni ; but write from 
what place I will here, I find I Ihall not 
want opportunities of feeding your curioficy. 
Every thing now fmells of the old Roman : 
we faw in every part fragments of marble co- 
lonades, broken bufts, infcriptibns, and every 
kind of remembrance of its having oncebeen 
^ Us a town 
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a town of note. The way. hither alio af.. 
forded me great room for obfervatioa : it is 
through a narrow^pafs between the Appenines, 
and the mountains on each fide afford a va- 
riety of romantic icenes: in one place, no- 
thing can be conceived morefruitful than the 
fides i the laughing verdure exceeds that of 
an Englilh meadow, and the flowers of dif- 
ferent kinds have a ftrange appearance to one 
not ufed to the country \ but they are many 
of them very pretty. In other places no- 
thing of this is feen, inu bare craggy rocks, 
and all the horror of failing precipices. I 
had difficulty to get my companion along, he. 
found fo many beautiful and furprifing pro-: 
ducts of the mineral, as well as of the animal 
and vegetable world : his arm was filled with 
plants, that would have made a glorious 
figure in the be ft of our gardens. On the 
top and fides of a pafteboard box, which he , 
carried with him, he had ftuck with pins a 
number of infefts, of different form from 
one another, and all perfeftly unlike to every 
thing of the fame kind with us. But what he 
was able to carry, was little to what he pointed 
out to me as beauties of a fuperior kind, and 
as demanding a yet greater regard on account 
of their curiofity than even of their elegance, 
and which it was impoflible for him to take 
tway. 

I fpent fome time, and could have paficd 
much more, in^admiring thefe > they were the 
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^iiitiSs. of the mineral kingdom. The rcrcksfi 
^s^^^l^e naked in many places wherever 
tp^^^d bf^en waflied clean by the rains or 
J^Sit'^'i^^atcr from-fome neighbouring emi- 
*rjt^fe^^f^)<^ed a variety of figures, in difFe- 
jp;^^j At^rlab, buried . in them. My enrap- 
^^4n0ruftor guided my eye, one. by one, 
i]|jgi£;):ii;s this place he pointed it to a leaf 
^;^fe^peifeft ftone, and buried in an im- 
^ Iriafs of ftone, only difcovered by fomc 
^^^ breaking of that mals, yet (hewing 
|jvii|rcv and every indenting of the recent 
'^e;:^fome pieces of diis were in feed» 
^^Gund dots in which that feed is laid 
jL'owing plant, were confpicuous under 
i of fo many rifings of a white mat- 
t^e ftone. In another part, he fhewed 
S^^^^^^l^ of wood turned to perfeft ftone^ 
ty?^ft^|l^ the ftone as th€ former; and aa 

^{i^3pt^vXrit:ed farther, I faw the teeth of fliarksv 
^^^^^y'^^Ke vaft grinder of a land animal, an ele- 
'w'^^^y immcrfed in the fame manner in the 
;^:^tFttiroc i but this was little to v;hat we faw 
j^ :^j%li'^^^dvanccd toward the higheft part of 
?^.5^iic &f the mountains, whither the eager cu- 

rrriafiity of M s led not only himfelf, but 

v-*^)jtiiOugh out of the road. Here we faw a 

■^rt^felion of fea- {hells, of an almoft infinite 

./;^4rifet3r,;of kinds, ftuck in one or other part of 

<:JijLe:f^ in -fome places in fuch abun- 

^afii^^-'tliat they ablblutely conftituted the 

greij^citv-part of itj I never faw fuch multi- 

' lEi^eij^'^feV^r any thing like fiich variety, evea 

■ rrl. '':^:Wf: ■ oa 
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on the fhorcs: they were all pcrfeft ftonc; 
but they retained their lineaments fo perfeftly, 
that one would have fancied them to be foft. 
The fcveral kinds of fcrew-fliells made a fur* 
prifing and beautiful figure : the cockles, from 
the Pizc of a pea to that of a man's doubled 
fift, were frequent, and full of different ftreaks 
and crofi lines. The nautilus ftood forth in 
other places like a vaft globe, and in fome the 
fcallops would have tempted any one to think 
them real. The fbells fofc their beautiful co- 
louring in thcfe places, but they prefervc every 
Other charaifter of their priftine ftate entire. 

M s made an obfcrvation on this occafion, 

that furprifod and pleafed me. 

** You have read, iays he, that all kinds of 
coral, which are produfts of the fta, are found 
jki this manner buried in fione at land, except 
jdxe red coral-, the red is as frequent, and mom 
durable, than any -, why fliould it not have 
lived among the reft in this altered ftate? 
4oubtle6 it dees. Did any of thofe who la- 
ment their not finding red coral, ever meet 
with a red fcjallop? certainly no. There aie 
many fpecicB of the branched white corals, 
from which the red is not to be diftinguifhed 
lOtherwife than by colour; and there is no 
doubt but this vegetable lofes its colour ^ 
well as thefe fl^ells, and confequently is often 
met with, but always taken for one or other 
of thefe.'* 

Befide the infinite variety of jhclls, which I 
had been ufed to fee about the Ihoresy.or hi 

the 
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die cabinets of the coUeftors, and which I 
knew again in their ftony ftate in thefe rocks, 
I was furprifed with the fight of many, very 
perfeift in their form, and yet wholly unlike 

ill that I had thus met with. M s told 

mt 1 was not to accufe the imperfcftion of 
the cabinets I had feen on this occafion, but 
to wonder at the abundance of nature in thefe 
fcveral appearances. " All thefe, faid he, 
are the remains or exuvtas ot /pccies of fhell 
fifli, created to enjoy their being out of the 
reach of human obfervarion ; they are inha- 
bitants of the deep bottoms of the ocean,' not 
of the Ihores, as thofe with which we are ac- 
quainted, in their recent ftate •, they have na 
opportunities of being thrown under our ob- 
fcfvation, but live artd propagate, and die and 
flccay, at thefe irhmenfe depths, which no 
ftorms diftufb •, ^nd even if they were within 
the reach of thofe, the flielves and precipices 
which ftand in the way to the fhore, render it, 
hnpoffible that they fhould ever be thrown up. 
One accident only could have difclofed them, 
continued he, to our eyes, and it is to that we 
owe them here." 

From this exordium, he went on to (hew me 
among thofe, the former fpecunens of which 
had pafled upon me for cockles and fcallops^ 
multitudes which, when examined, fhewed 
themfelvcs of different and of ftrange forms, 
and which he called conchse anomiae. He 
pointed out a number of gryphites ; fhells. 
though apparently of the oyfter clafs, yet 

wholly 
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wholly unlike all that we fee of it. He tbcnr 
ihcwcd me the ftrait and the twifted (hclJs of 
the concameratcd kind ; the one refembling 
horns, the other thrown toward the fmaller 
end into fpirals, and all, wherever they were 
difcovered broken, formed into cells and di- 
vifions within. And finally, he (hewed mc: 
multitudes of what he called cornua ammonis^ 
the variety almoft as cndlefe as the number ^ 
thefc were all divided into cells within, as 
well as the former, but their external appear- 
ance and dimenfions afforded an endlels va- 
riety : they were of all fizes, from the breadth 
of a fixpence, to that of a fmalJ table ; we 
meafured one, that was two foot nine inches 
in diameter : fomewere ribbed, fome fmooth 5 
fome even on the back, fome channelled, and 
others ridged, and on fome we traced foliated 
delineations of the mod fu^prifing and elegant 
kinds. 

All thefe we took the more time to examine 
where they lay, as, to the infupportable grief 
of my friend, we had no tools to pick them out 
of the rocks: fome few that were loofe he -got 
out, and brought away ; enough to preferve a 
remembrance of the whole. Had he had means 
^nd opportunities, I believe he would havtf 
fent over half the mountain t» his friends in 
England. 

As we defcended, I began to enquire into 
the explanation of a word he had dropped, 
about the one occafion on which alone Aefe 
trcafurcs of the animal world could have been 

brought 
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brought to thefe places, and lodged in the 
quarries : when we were arrived at our place of 
reft, he took an opportunity to explain him- 
felf at large ; and as on another occafion he 
had called in the Mofaic account of the de- 
luge, to explain the formation of the ftrata of 
the earth in general, he now had recourfe to 
it to (hew how thefe remains of animals and 
plants had come into the places where we now 
fee them ; and he carried on the argument fo 
focccfsfuUy, that he at once proved the placing 
of thefe things by that cataftrophe, and proved 
tliat there had been fuch a cataftrophe by the 
placing of the things. 

He began with obferving, ** that the earth, 
had, according to the only account which is 
left to us of thefe its early periods and events, 
been formed and inhabited fo many years be- 
fore the time of the deluge, that all the fpe- 
cies of creatures were fufficiently numerous;. 
. that the waters which drowned the earth at 
that time, were called forth from within its 
centre, and were the fame, with thofe from a . 
firft fediment, of which the prefent cruft or 
furface of the globe, had been formed. We 
fee then, faid he, the whole earth covered to 
a great depth with a fluid full of the fufpend- 
cd particles of ftones, and other mineral mat- 
ter 5 we fee this fluid making one common 
mafs of water with that of the fca ; and we 
fee this general and univerfal mafs of water 
agitated by winds, with no fhores to confine* 
' it. Thofe who have been in ftorms on the 
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ocean, can forni but a very imperfiwft idea by 
the comparifon of what was the condition of 
this vaft water under equal, perhaps under 
m-Jch more violent ftorms : the bottoms of 
t!ie dccpcft feas were agitated by it, and their 
contents rolled backward and forward by the 
motion ; while rocks, and the whole ftrata of 
other hard materials, were by this motion 
thrown into thcfe depths, their own lighter 
produiflions, the ihells of fifhes, and other 
cecayed, or in part decayed, remains of its 
inhabitants, were wafhed out, and rolled along 
what was before, and what was alfo hereafter 
to be, dry land. 

" We thus, continued my philoibpcr, fee 
the ihells, not only of the coafts, but thoie 
alfo which are natural inhabitants of the deep 
ieas, brought on land : this ferves to explain 
what are thefe cornua ammonis, and thefe 
conchae anomiae of fb many kinds; and we 
ought rather to wonder that we fee no more 
of them, than that we fee fo many. 

" We find them thus brought up by, and 
rolled about from place to place in a thick flu- 
id, full of the particles ot a groffer kind of 
fubftances; we fee them in the ftate of thing* 
that neccflarily mull be blended with the maf- 
fes formed by thofc particles : after a time, 
the waters in part return to their proper place, 
and are left in part to evaporate into the at'^ 
mofphere ; but during all this time, they are 
depofiting a fediment, formed of thofc ftony 
and earthy particles, with which they are fa- 
ted. 
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ted. This fedimcnt is at firfl: a foft mud, but 
it by degrees hardens into ftone ; a part of it 
fettles upon places where there are already 
multitudes of thcfe fliells, wafhed from the 
bottoms of the remote feas, as well as from 
the ftiores : all thefe are therefore received in- 
to the body of the bed of matter thus formed, 
Befide this, as the water is ftill in motion^ 
more of thefe Ihells are alfo occafionally rolled 
from pkce to place, and fome of thefe quan- 
tities are carried over the new formed bed of 
matter. This, though formed of particles of 
ftone, and hereafter to become ftone, is yet 
at this period foft. Of the number that are 
wafhed upon it, many, if not the whole, fink 
into it, and are there retained forever, the 
ftone coalefcing and hardening about them. 
Thus we fee the prefent furface of the earth 
formed of matter once foft, and at that time 
when it was foft, liable to receive into its 
mafies, in whatever place, ftiells, or whatfo- 
cver other things were rolled over it by the 
common flood. It is therefore evident, that 
thefe fhells and other matters muft have been 
received into the beds of ftone, and there 
muft have been a miracle to keep them out 
of them. 

'^ The mountains, we are exprefsly told in 
the only account we have of this cataftrophe, 
were covered over their tops with the water. 
Suppofing them either formed by the elevati- 
on of the ftrata fince, or exiftent at that time ; 
Xuppofing fome of thofe which we fee at pje- 
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fcnt, to have been of one of chefe origins, and 
fome of the other ; ftill both the one and the 
other muft of necefllty contain fhells in their 
folid ftrata on the furface ; and we do not 
find that there arc any deeper ; or, if formed 
by the fucceeding elevation of the ftrata, thofe 
ftrata muft have been hable to the common 
chance of receiving Ihells into them while on 
the flat,' and Aefe muft be carried up in their 
fcveral beds ; or, if exiftent from tho^Antedi- 
luvian times, they muft have been covered by 
the water of that flood, and they muft, like 
other parts of the globe, have been covered 
by the fcdiments of that water, and received 
a new cruft from it. It is not eafy to fay to 
what heights fo light bodies as (hells might not 
be carried, by the motions of lb immenfe a 
bed of water in ftorms -, and wherever they 
.were dropped, they muft in the fame manner 
have been received into the yet foft beds of 
iftone. The higheft mountains might be thus 
covered with them, if they were, as we are 
afliired they were, covered to a confiderable 
depth by the waters -, and indeed the exami- 
nation of the feveral mountains we have lately 
paflcd, has led me to imagine that fome of 
them were owing to the one, fome to the o- 
ther of thefe events. 1 can fee fome of thfem, 
as I now think, plainly formed by a mere ele- 
vation of the ftrata, which were oace on a le- 
vel ; the fides of thefe are fougli and broken, 
and they appear naked and in their original 
form. On the contrary, I can diftinguiih in 

many 
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many others, that they are cruftcd over with 
a matter foreign in its naturi;, and in all its 
qualities, to that of which they are cdmpofed 
within : thcfc have doubtlefs been ftanding in 
their prefent form from all antiquity ; they 
were prior to the deluge, and were immerfed, 
as all other parts of the globe, under its wa- 
ters. The fides and fifrfaces of thefe arc 
more even and regular than thofe of the 
others, and there are none of thefe abrupt pie- 
ces of ftrata ftanding out, which diftinguifh 
the others. In fome places, where an,earth- 
quake ha4 rent thefe, or fome other accident 
of that powerful kind had difunited the mat- 
ter of the ftrata, I could fee, that the ftony 
covering which offered itfelf immediately to 
view, was no more than a cruft, though of 
confiderable thicknefs, and of the firmed ma- 
terials. Stone and earth of a very different 
kind and afpeft -was to be feen within. 

Something like this is diftinguiflied alfo in 
the level countries, and even in England. I 
remember to have heard Lord Edgcombe 
fpeak of it in Cornwall. As I remember, he 
ufed to lay, that the miners, in finking after 
the tin ore, diftinguiflied the earth and other 
ftrata towards the furface, though fometimcs 
alfo to a confiderable depth, from thofe which 
compofed a firmer and more regular aflTort- 
ment of ftrata below, which they called by 
the name of the f aft. This faft^ as they <x- 
prefs it, whom experience has rendered very 
icnfible of the difference, is the fame with the 

infide 
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infidc oF thcfe coated mountains. This, in 
either cafe, was the firm foil before the flood; 
and the lefs regular beds that lie above th^faji 
in one place, and thofe which cover the whole 
face of the mountain in the other, are doubt- 
Icfs the additions made by the £sdinicnts of 
the waters of the deluge. 

There is more in this than, appears. I 
have heard naturalifts, and very good ones^ 
wonder how the parts of fea fifli came to be 
buried in ftrau tbrnied at the time of the 
creation of the earth. The two great pe-» 
riods from which we are to examine the pre- 
fcnt ftate of the earth, are the creation and 
the deluge \ one or other of thefe will account 
for all the prefent appearances of things, but 
the latter for mod of them, as its remains are 
what we almoft every where fee, not the face 
of the creation which has been buried under 
thefe. Thofe who would account for the 
immerfion of fhells in the original ftrata, ar- 
gue for the original chaotic water having lain 
many ages on the furface of the earth ; they, 
fay there was time, during this period, for 
the multiplication of the feveral kinds of flicll* 
filh, all of which were created at the begin- 
ning ; fo that thefe numbers may have been 
buried, from the redundance of that fupply in 
the ftrata, fo long after formed. . But this fy-. 
ftem, befide fome contraftiftions to the plain 
and abfolute words of that account, which is 
the only one we have of this rem^rkabla ^ 

event* 
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vent, has hot enough to account for the vaft 
Qultitudes we fee in feveral places. 

M — s tells me it is a new fyftem I have to 
.dvance on this fubjeA, but he does not 
vholly difapprove it. I am convinced from ^ 
he teftimony of my eyes of the truth of it. 
[t is arguing about a thing which does not cxr 
.ft, when we are explaining the time and 
manner in which the foflii fliells were lodged 
in the ftrata of the original earth, for there 
are none there : all that we occafionally fee of 
the furface and ftrufture of the earth, is that 
Airface whkh has beea formed by the fedi- 
ment from the water of the deluge ; and it 
is in this furface alone that fofTil fhells, the 
teeth of fiflies, and other remains of vegeta- 
ble and animal fubftances, are found. In all 
that furface which covers the fmoother moun- 
tains, whether it were of rock or earth, we 

have feen thefe foflii fhells ; but in that inner 

Sart of them, where their original Itrata arc 
ifclofed by fome accident, we never faw any; 
I do confefe, that in thofe mountains which 
have rugged fides, and which feem formed 
of ftrata* raifed from the level furface, we 
found every where fliells-; but Tdo not know 
that the deepefl:of thefe ftrata, or thofe near- 
eft to the foot of the mountains, were raifed 
from a depth beyond what the cruft left by 
the deluge in that part had extended t there 
were fliells in thefe, as well as in the rocks 
which formed the crufts of the others ; and 
fo, according to my fyftem, there ought tQ 
Vol. L X Jk. 
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he. That they arc thus rough, is a proof oF 
their being of later time than the deluge^ 
f^ice, if they had been Azitediluvian^ they 
muft have been covered hke the others; and 
as they muft therefore have been thrown up 
fince the deluge, they muft be formed of 
llrata dcpofitcd in the plains, from which 
they have been elevated at the time of the 
deluge ; and confcquently, we have the fame 
trdfon to exped ihells immer&d in thefe, as 
m the coverings of the other mountains, aod 
we find them. 

. "What farther confirms my opinion is, diaC; 
wherever a mountain of this ftrufture has been 
rent by any of tiie great accidents of nature, 
we fee its inmoft ftrata containing thefe foflil 
things, as well as the otheni whereas, on the 
contrary, in the other they are found only on 
the furface to a certain depth, never in the 
central parts, where they are difclofcd. It is 
a fyftem worth eftablifhing or worth refuting. 
I ihall reft it v/holly upon the anfwer to one 
queftion, which I beg you to alk of our no- 
ble and ingenious friend, whom I have men- 
tioned once already. I fiifpeft that the foffil- 
jfcells cf Cornwall will be found all in the up* 
per ftrata. What the miners call the faft, is 
undoubtedly the fame with what I in thefS^ 
mountains diftinguifh by the name, is the 
original ftrata; and I am fb fanguine as to be 
peiaudcd, no remain of any extraneous kind 
is f()und in that part of the ftrata : if thi« 
prove to be the cafe, I am. certainly right. 
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AH the foIBI Iheib,^ and jparts-oF pbttts zai 
animals Mne meet with, are of Diluvian origins. 
an^'alltKe^ibr&GejOf.tlie^ith; cteiiedsand 
quarries iit whk:fa tbey are found, are com«^ 
pofed of the fedimeat of that flood. If it be 
otherwife ;/if thefc foreign bodies fhoukt be 
fofihdln the fail in Cornwall, or in the bow*. , 
els' of ^ mountains in Italy, there is an end of 
my fyileni, and let who pleafes account for 
thf nunni^'r 91 which they cajne there; I aoi^ 
fil^t.^ I 



^hc End of the First VotuMB*; 
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